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A Farewell Message from Kim Viers

Do you ever read a good book and find that there is a surprise
ending? An ending that you didn't see coming? A twist that you
couldn't predict? Truth be told, if you are involved in agriculture,
you know exactly what it feels like to have a surprise ending. |
have had the privilege of being involved in Missouri agriculture my
entire life. Born and raised on a family farm near Shelbina,
Missouri, | learned the meaning of hard work, how a well-timed rain
could make all the difference, and how to run the hand clutch of a
Allis Chalmers WD45 (narrow front end). One thing you could count
on is that the next chapter was never predictable on the farm.

You live a surprise ending every day. You plant your fields waiting
for weather that writes the next chapter. You raise livestock not
knowing what the market will be when this year's calves are

sold. You try a new corn variety and cross your fingers it is the
right choice, and the yields show it this fall. You throw caution to the
wind each day, and, like a good book, wait to read the next

chapter. Sometimes the chapter brings great success and other
times, a challenge that wasn't expected.

My book isn't fully written but, | find myself in a chapter that wasn't
expected. | have worked for Missouri FSA for nearly 20 years. |
have had the opportunity to be a part of an agency that has
delivered USDA programs to our customers. We have celebrated
milestones in conservation, assisted when disaster has struck, and
kept Missouri agriculture moving forward. | will soon join the
national office staff for Farm Service Agency. Although it is a new
chapter in my book, | know that | will take Missouri agriculture with


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA4MTIuMjU1OTM1NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmZzYS51c2RhLmdvdi9tbz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.JfzSj4GAstqi21dF46VqcrzTLNRThy4gU0b3axXW9sU%2Fs%2F599683472%2Fbr%2F82272278563-l&data=02%7C01%7C%7C0729e54e706a4d3638a508d83efd1bda%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637328604105021431&sdata=rf0LWcpj2L%2FW6pcOKUS7s5eJaxd7jQ%2BHtXJPvcvJmlk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA4MTIuMjU1OTM1NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmZzYS51c2RhLmdvdi9tbz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.Qaq0jy7Tqdr6b4fs5N5nCy2K0N-3gg_tPHiJH6oylPY%2Fs%2F599683472%2Fbr%2F82272278563-l&data=02%7C01%7C%7C0729e54e706a4d3638a508d83efd1bda%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637328604105021431&sdata=V5BDI25F8meMXmnHKzKQ6%2BnLpXAbBDR3ZYOkTw5vf9A%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA4MTIuMjU1OTM1NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL21kYy5tby5nb3Yvd2lsZGxpZmUvYXR0cmFjdGluZy13aWxkbGlmZS9jb3ZleS1oZWFkcXVhcnRlcnMtbmV3c2xldHRlcj91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.bf-5_YP_UHSkWQMfn51EEJgZANYzkSMPebLgsQh0eCc%2Fs%2F599683472%2Fbr%2F82272278563-l&data=02%7C01%7C%7C0729e54e706a4d3638a508d83efd1bda%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637328604105021431&sdata=fpehyweBND8hFHhOXJaBkhBQjxhqknUgmLqJU2NTOls%3D&reserved=0

Conservation Covey me. | encourage each of you to help write that next chapter for

Headquarters newsletter. Missouri agriculture. Continue to write and TELL the story of
Missouri agriculture so that all can know the value of our industry.
During my tenure as Acting State Executive Director, | am very
proud of the great work that our employees continue to do, day in
and day out. As with all public service jobs, some days aren’t
always easy. However, our FSA employees have kept their “can
do” attitude. | have no doubt that they continue to do their great
work by proudly serving Missouri agriculture.

| would like to say a simple “Thank You” for allowing me to be part
of the Missouri FSA book. It has been a great one so far. Here's to
the next chapter and more surprise endings.

Sincerely,

Kim Viers

Important Upcoming Deadlines for Missouri Producers

Spring-Seeded Acreage Reports

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds Missouri producers to complete crop acreage reports
for CRP, burley tobacco, corn, cotton, forage, grain sorghum, hay, hybrid corn seed, pasture,
popcorn, rice, soybeans and all other crops. Reports will be accepted through August 14, 2020
without penalty this year. Due to the pandemic, FSA has implemented acreage reporting flexibilities.
FSA can work with producers to file timely acreage reports by phone, email, online tools and virtual
meetings.

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:

e |f the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, the acreage must be
reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

e If a producer has not timely filed an acreage report, the producer may file the acreage
report within 30 days of the acreage reporting date. Because of the pandemic, late fees will
be waived if filed within the 30 days.

FSA is also providing additional flexibilities for producers to file on acres with failed crops or crops
that were prevented from planting because of extreme weather events. For insured crops,
producers who timely filed a prevented planted claim with the reinsurance company but filed a
Notice of Loss (CCC-576) form after the deadline will be considered timely filed for FSA purposes.
For uninsured crops, producers may start a Notice of Loss by calling their FSA county office.

Coronavirus Food Assistance Program Signup

FSA is also is accepting through September 11, 2020, applications for the Coronavirus Food
Assistance Program (CFAP), which helps offset price declines and additional marketing costs
because of the coronavirus pandemic. USDA announced that additional commaodities are covered
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by CFAP in response to public comments and data. Read more about these program updates in the
following article.

For questions about any of our programs or deadlines, please call your FSA county office. To locate
your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator.

USDA Announces More Eligible Commodities for CFAP

Application Deadline Extended to Sept. 11, and Producers Who Have Approved Applications to
Receive Final Payments.

USDA announced that additional commodities are covered by the Coronavirus Food Assistance
Program (CFAP) in response to public comments and data. Additionally, the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) is extending the deadline to apply for the program to September 11th, and
producers with approved applications will receive their final payment. After reviewing over 1,700
responses, even more farmers and ranchers will have the opportunity for assistance to help keep
operations afloat during these tough times.

Background:

USDA collected comments and supporting data for consideration of additional commodities through
June 22, 2020. The following additional commodities are now eligible for CFAP:

e Specialty Crops - aloe leaves, bananas, batatas, bok choy, carambola (star fruit),
cherimoya, chervil (french parsley), citron, curry leaves, daikon, dates, dill, donqua (winter
melon), dragon fruit (red pitaya), endive, escarole, filberts, frisee, horseradish, kohlrabi,
kumquats, leeks, mamey sapote, maple sap (for maple syrup), mesculin mix, microgreens,
nectarines, parsley, persimmons, plantains, pomegranates, pummelos, pumpkins,
rutabagas, shallots, tangelos, turnips/celeriac, turmeric, upland/winter cress, water cress,
yautia/malanga, and yuca/cassava.

¢ Non-Specialty Crops and Livestock - liquid eggs, frozen eggs and all sheep. Only lambs
and yearlings (sheep less than two years old) were previously eligible.

e Agquaculture - catfish, crawfish, largemouth bass and carp sold live as foodfish, hybrid
striped bass, red drum, salmon, sturgeon, tilapia, trout, ornamental/tropical fish, and
recreational sportfish.

e Nursery Crops and Flowers - nursery crops and cut flowers.

Other changes to CFAP include:

e Seven commodities — onions (green), pistachios, peppermint, spearmint, walnuts and
watermelons — are now eligible for Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Stability
(CARES) Act funding for sales losses. Originally, these commodities were only eligible for
payments on marketing adjustments.

e Correcting payment rates for onions (green), pistachios, peppermint, spearmint, walnuts,
and watermelons.

Additional details can be found in the Federal Register in the Notice of Funding Availability and Final
Rule Correction and at www.farmers.gov/cfap.

Producers Who Have Applied:
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To ensure availability of funding, producers with approved applications initially received 80 percent
of their payments. The Farm Service Agency (FSA) will automatically issue the remaining 20
percent of the calculated payment to eligible producers. Going forward, producers who apply for
CFAP will receive 100 percent of their total payment, not to exceed the payment limit, when their
applications are approved.

Applying for CFAP:

Producers, especially those who have not worked with FSA previously, are recommended to call
877-508-8364 to begin the application process. An FSA staff member can help producers start their
application during the phone call.

On farmers.gov/cfap, producers can:

e Download the AD-3114 application form and manually complete the form to submit to their
local USDA Service Center by mail, electronically or by hand delivery to their local office or
office drop box.

e Complete the application form using the CFAP Application Generator and Payment
Calculator. This Excel workbook allows customers to input information specific to their
operation to determine estimated payments and populate the application form, which can
be printed, then signed and submitted to their local USDA Service Center.

e If producers have login credentials known as eAuthentication, they can use the online
CFAP Application Portal to certify eligible commodities online, digitally sign applications and
submit directly to the local USDA Service Center.

All other eligibility forms, such as those related to adjusted gross income and payment information,
can be downloaded from farmers.gov/cfap. For existing FSA customers, these documents are likely
already on file.

FSA is Accepting CRP Continuous Enrollment Offers

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting offers for specific conservation practices under the
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Continuous Signup.

CRP producers with eligible expiring contracts received a letter earlier this year with details on how
to request re-enroliment of those acres. Producers interested in offering acreage for CRP
continuous practices, or who want to extend their contract, must have a completed offer by August
21, 2020.

In exchange for a yearly rental payment, farmers enrolled in the program agree to remove
environmentally sensitive land from agricultural production and to plant species that will improve
environmental health and quality. The program’s long-term goal is to re-establish valuable land
cover to improve water quality, prevent soil erosion, and reduce loss of wildlife habitat. Contracts for
land enrolled in CRP are 10-15 years in length.

Under continuous CRP signup, environmentally sensitive land devoted to certain conservation
practices can be enrolled in CRP at any time. Offers for continuous enroliment are not subject to
competitive bidding during specific periods. Instead they are automatically accepted provided the
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land and producer meet certain eligibility requirements and the enroliment levels do not exceed the
statutory cap.

For more information, including a list of acceptable practices, contact your local USDA Service
Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/crp.

One-Time PLC Yield Updates — Deadline September 30

Farm owners have a one-time opportunity to update PLC yields of covered commodities on the
farm, regardless of Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC)program
election. The deadline to request a PLC yield update is September 30, 2020.

The updated yield will be equal to 90 percent of the average yield per planted acre in crop years
2013-2017 (excluding any year where the applicable covered commodity was not planted), subject
to the ratio obtained by dividing the 2008-2012 average national yield by the 2013-2017 average
national yield for the covered commodity. If the reported yield in any year is less than 75 percent of
the 2013-2017 average county yield, then the yield will be substituted with 75 percent of the county
average yield.

The chart below provides the ratio obtained by dividing the 2008-2012 average national yield by the
2013-2017 average national yield for each covered commodity.

Covered CommodityNational Yield Factor
Barley 0.9437
Canola 0.9643
Chickpeas, Large 1.0000

Chickpeas, Small 0.9760

Corn 0.9000
Crambe 1.0000
Flaxseed 1.0000
Grain Sorghum 0.9077
Lentils 1.0000
Mustard Seed 0.9460
Oats 0.9524
Peanuts 0.9273

Peas, Dry 0.9988
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Rapeseed 1.0000
Rice, Long 0.9330
Rice, Medium 0.9887

Rice, Temp Japonica 0.9591

Safflower 1.0000
Seed Cotton 0.9000
Sesame Seed 0.9673
Soybeans 0.9000

Sunflower Seed 0.9396

Wheat 0.9545

It is the owner’s choice whether to update or keep existing PLC yields. If a yield update is not
made, then no action is required to maintain the existing PLC yield. An existing or updated PLC
yield will be maintained and effective for crop years 2020 through 2023 (life of the 2018 Farm Bill).

PLC yields may be updated on a covered commodity-by-covered commaodity basis using FSA form
CCC-867.

For more information, reference resources and decision tools, visit farmers.gov/arc-plc. Contact
your local Farm Service Agency Office for assistance — farmers.gov/service-center-locator.

USDA Accepting Applications to Help Cover Costs for
Organic Certification

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that organic producers and handlers can apply for
federal funds to assist with the cost of receiving and maintaining organic certification through the
Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP). Applications for eligible certification expenses
paid between Oct. 1, 2019, and Sept. 30, 2020, are due Oct. 31, 2020.

OCCSP provides cost-share assistance to producers and handlers of agricultural products for the
costs of obtaining or maintaining organic certification under the USDA’s National Organic Program.
Eligible producers include any certified producers or handlers who have paid organic certification
fees to a USDA-accredited certifying agent. Eligible expenses for cost-share reimbursement include
application fees, inspection costs, fees related to equivalency agreement and arrangement
requirements, travel expenses for inspectors, user fees, sales assessments and postage.

Changes in Reimbursement
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Due to expected participation levels for fiscal year 2020, FSA revised the reimbursement amount
through fiscal year 2023. Certified producers and handlers are now eligible to receive
reimbursement for up to 50 percent of the certified organic operation’s eligible expenses, up to a
maximum of $500 per scope.

This change is due to the limited amount of funding available and will allow a larger number of
certified organic operations to receive assistance. If additional funding is authorized later, FSA may
provide additional assistance to certified operations that have applied for OCCSP, not to exceed 75
percent of their eligible costs, up to $750 per scope.

The changes to the payment calculation and maximum payment amount are applicable to all
certified organic operations, regardless of whether they apply through an FSA county office or a
participating state agency. State agencies that are interested in overseeing reimbursements to
producers and handlers in their states must establish new agreements with FSA for fiscal 2020.

Opportunities for State Agencies

Today’s announcement also includes the opportunity for state agencies to apply for grant
agreements to administer the OCCSP program in fiscal 2020. State agencies that establish
agreements for fiscal 2020 may be able to extend their agreements and receive additional funds to
administer the program in future years.

FSA has not yet determined whether an additional application period will be announced for later
years for state agencies that choose not to participate in fiscal 2020. States that would like to
administer OCCSP for future years are encouraged to establish an agreement for 2020 to ensure
that they will be able to continue to participate.

FSA will accept applications from state agencies for fiscal year 2020 funding for cost-share
assistance from Aug. 10, 2020 through Sept. 9, 2020.

State Agencies must submit the Application for Federal Assistance (Standard Form 424 and 424B)
electronically via Grants.gov, the Federal grants website, at http://www.grants.gov.

More Information

To learn more about organic certification cost share, please visit the OCCSP webpage, view the
notice of funds availability on the Federal Register, or contact the FSA county office at your local
USDA Service Center. All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including some that are
open to visitors to conduct business in person by appointment only. All Service Center visitors
wishing to conduct business with FSA, Natural Resources Conservation Service or any other
Service Center agency should call ahead and schedule an appointment. Service Centers that are
open for appointments will pre-screen visitors based on health concerns or recent travel, and
visitors must adhere to social distancing guidelines. Visitors may also be required to wear a face
covering during their appointment.

To learn more about USDA support for organic agriculture, visit usda.gov/organic.
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FSA Reminds Producers of Ongoing Disaster Assistance
Program Signup

USDA has started making payments through the Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program — Plus
(WHIP+) to agricultural producers who suffered eligible losses because of drought or excess
moisture in 2018 and 2019. Signup for these causes of loss opened March 23, and producers who
suffered losses from drought (in counties designated D3 or above), excess moisture, hurricanes,
floods, tornadoes, typhoons, volcanic activity, snowstorms or wildfires can still apply for assistance
through WHIP+.

To be eligible for WHIP+, producers must have suffered losses of certain crops, trees, bushes or
vines in counties with a Presidential Emergency Disaster Declaration or a Secretarial Disaster
Designation (primary counties only) for qualifying natural disaster events that occurred in calendar
years 2018 or 2019. Also, losses located in a county not designated by the Secretary as a primary
county may be eligible if a producer provides documentation showing that the loss was due to a
qualifying natural disaster event.

For losses due to drought, a producer is eligible if any area of the county in which the loss occurred
was rated D3, or extreme drought, or higher on the U.S. Drought Monitor during calendar years
2018 or 2019. Producers who suffered losses should contact their FSA county office.

In addition to the recently added eligible losses of drought and excess moisture, FSA will implement
a WHIP+ provision for crop quality loss that resulted in price deductions or penalties when
marketing crops were damaged by eligible disaster events. To ensure an effective program for all
impacted farmers, the Agency is currently gathering information on the extent of quality loss from
producers and stakeholder organizations.

USDA Service Centers, including FSA county offices, are open for business by phone only, and
field work will continue with appropriate social distancing. While program delivery staff will continue
to come into the office, they will be working with producers by phone and using online tools
whenever possible. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with the FSA, Natural
Resources Conservation Service or any other Service Center agency are required to call their
Service Center to schedule a phone appointment. More information on Service Centers can be
found at farmers.gov/coronavirus, and more information on WHIP+ can be found at
farmers.gov/whip-plus.

USDA Offers Annual Installment Deferral Option for Farm
Storage Facility Loan Borrowers

To assist Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) borrowers experiencing financial hardship from the
pandemic and other challenges in production agriculture, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is
offering a one-time annual installment payment deferral option. No fees or prepayment penalties
apply for borrowers who choose this FSFL loan flexibility option.

Eligible borrowers can request a one-time only annual installment payment deferral for loans having
terms of three, five, seven or ten years. The installment deferral option is not available for 12-year
term loans.
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The FSFL installment payments will remain the same, except for the last year. The original loan
interest rate and annual payment due date will remain the same. However, because the installment
payment deferral is a one-year loan term extension, the final payment will be higher due to
additional accrued interest.

Borrowers interested in exercising the one-time annual installment deferral option should contact
FSA to make the request and to obtain, complete and sign required forms.

FSFLs provide low-interest financing for producers to store, handle and transport eligible
commodities.

More Information

In addition to offering flexibilities for FSFLs, FSA has also made other flexibilities to help producers
impacted by the pandemic, including relaxing the loan-making process for farm operating and
ownership loans and implementing the Disaster Set-Aside provision that enables an upcoming
installment on a direct loan to be set aside for the year. More information on these flexibilities can
be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.

All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including some that are open to visitors to conduct
business in person by appointment only. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business
with the FSA, Natural Resources Conservation Service or any other Service Center agency should
call ahead and schedule an appointment. Service Centers that are open for appointments will pre-
screen visitors based on health concerns or recent travel, and visitors must adhere to social
distancing guidelines. Visitors may also be required to wear a face covering during their
appointment. Field work will continue with appropriate social distancing. Our program delivery staff
will be in the office, and they will be working with our producers in office, by phone and using online
tools. More information can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.

For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center. To locate your local FSA office, visit
farmers.gov/service-center-locator.

USDA Investigates Packages of Unsolicited Seeds from China

USDA is aware that people across the country have received suspicious, unsolicited packages of
seed that appear to be coming from China. USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
(APHIS) is working closely with the Department of Homeland Security’s Customs and Border
Protection, other federal agencies, and State departments of agriculture to investigate the situation.

USDA urges anyone who receives an unsolicited package of seeds to immediately contact

their State plant requlatory official or APHIS State plant health director. Please hold onto the seeds
and packaging, including the mailing label, until someone from your State department of agriculture
or APHIS contacts you with further instructions. Do not plant seeds from unknown origins.

At this time, we don’t have any evidence indicating this is something other than a “brushing scam”
where people receive unsolicited items from a seller who then posts false customer reviews to boost
sales. USDA is currently collecting seed packages from recipients and will test their contents and
determine if they contain anything that could be of concern to U.S. agriculture or the environment.

USDA is committed to preventing the unlawful entry of prohibited seeds and protecting U.S.
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agriculture from invasive pests and noxious weeds. Visit the APHIS website to learn more about
USDA’s efforts to stop agricultural smuggling and promote trade compliance.

Wool Triggers Loan Deficiency Payment in Missouri

Wool producers in Missouri may be eligible for loan deficiency payments (LDPs) from the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA), which help producers under certain
market conditions.

Marketing assistance loans (MALs) and LDPs are marketing tools available to producers beginning
upon harvest or shearing. MALs help producers meet cash flow needs without selling commodities
when market prices are at harvest-time lows.

Producers who are eligible for marketing loans, but choose to forgo the loan, are eligible for LDPs if
the posted county price falls below the county loan rate. Producers also can purchase a commodity
certificate that may be exchanged for the outstanding loan collateral. Producers can check their
daily LDP rates online at fsa.usda.gov.

LDPs are no longer subject to payment limitations, actively engaged in farming and cash-rent tenant
rules.

Eligibility Requirements

For a commodity to be eligible for a loan, LDP, or certificate, the producer must have beneficial
interest in the commodity, defined as having title, possession and control of the commaodity, and
responsible for loss of or damage to the commodity. All related application forms must be completed
at the local FSA office prior to loss of beneficial interest. Other eligibility requirements may apply;
consult your local FSA office for more information.

Marketing assistance loans are available for the following commodities: wheat, corn, grain sorghum,
barley, oats, upland cotton, extra-long staple cotton, long grain rice, medium grain rice, soybeans
and other oilseeds (including sunflower seed, rapeseed, canola, safflower, flaxseed, mustard seed,
crambe and sesame seed), dry peas, lentils, small chickpeas, large chickpeas, graded and non-
graded wool, mohair, unshorn pelts, honey and peanuts.

More Information
For more information, visit fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport. To find your local USDA service center, visit
farmers.gov/service-locator.

Maintaining Good Credit History

Farm Service Agency (FSA) loans require applicants to have a satisfactory credit history. A credit
report is requested for all FSA direct farm loan applicants. These reports are reviewed to verify
outstanding debts, see if bills are paid timely and to determine the impact on cash flow.

Information on your credit report is strictly confidential and is used only as an aid in conducting FSA
business.
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Our farm loan staff will discuss options with you if you have an unfavorable credit report and will
provide a copy of your report. If you dispute the accuracy of the information on the credit report, it is
up to you to contact the issuing credit report company to resolve any errors or inaccuracies.

There are multiple ways to remedy an unfavorable credit score:

e Make sure to pay bills on time
o Setting up automatic payments or automated reminders can be an effective way to
remember payment due dates.
e Pay down existing debt
o Keep your credit card balances low
¢ Avoid suddenly opening or closing existing credit accounts

FSA’s farm loan staff will guide you through the process, which may require you to reapply for a
loan after improving or correcting your credit report.

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit
fsa.usda.gov.

USDA Stands Up New Team to Better Serve Beginning
Farmers and Ranchers in Missouri

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is standing up a new team that will lead a department-
wide effort focused on serving beginning farmers and ranchers.

To institutionalize support for beginning farmers and ranchers and to build upon prior agency work,
the 2018 Farm Bill directed USDA to create a national coordinator position in the agency and state-
level coordinators for four of its agencies — Farm Service Agency (FSA), Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS), Risk Management Agency (RMA), and Rural Development (RD).

Jessica Claypole, Public Affairs/Outreach Specialist with Farm Service Agency, was selected as the
USDA Beginning Farmer Rancher state coordinator in Missouri. Others on the team coordinating
Missouri’s beginning farmer and rancher efforts include, Brad McCord, Acting Assistant State
Conservationist, Partnerships & Initiatives with Natural Resources Conservation Service; Nathan
Tutt, Business Program Specialist with Rural Development; and Jeff Darrow, Deputy Director with
Risk Management Agency. This is a collateral duty for all team members.

Each state coordinator will receive training and develop tailored beginning farmer outreach plans for
their state. Coordinators will help field employees better reach and serve beginning farmers and
ranchers and will also be available to assist beginning farmers who need help navigating the variety
of resources USDA has to offer.

More on Beginning Farmers

Twenty-seven percent of farmers were categorized as new and beginning producers, with 10 years
or less of experience in agriculture, according to the 2017 Census of Agriculture.

USDA offers a variety of farm loan, risk management, disaster assistance, and conservation
programs to support farmers, including beginning farmers and ranchers. Additionally, a number of
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these programs have provisions specifically for beginning farmers, including targeted funding for
loans and conservation programs as well as waivers and exemptions.

More Information

Learn more about USDA'’s resources for beginning farmers as well as more information on the
national and state-level coordinators at farmers.gov/newfarmers. For more information on available
programs in your area, contact your local USDA Service Center.

2020 Farm, Family, & ME - Summit for Women

University of Missouri-Extension, in partnership with Missouri Farm Service Agency, invites you to
attend the 2020 Farm, Family, & ME - Summit for Women, a free virtual event focusing on building
resiliency. The event will be held on September 3, 2020, from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm. Topics will
include dealing with financial and farm stress, self-care, and mental well-being. The event also
includes a panel of farm women who will discuss the different ways they balance their lives and
work in agriculture. Pre-registration for the event is required. You may register online at
https://extension2.missouri.edu/events/farm-family-me-summit-for-women-1596489812 or contact
Karisha Devlin, MU Extension, at 660-397-2179.

Interest Rates and Dates to Remember
Selected Interest Rates for August 2020

90-Day Treasury Bill 0.125%
Farm Operating Loans - Direct 1.375%
Farm Ownership Loans - Direct 2.375%

Farm Ownership Loans - Direct Down Payment, [1.500%
Beginning Farmer or Rancher

Emergency Loans 2.375%
Farm Storage Facility Loans (3 years) 0.250%
Farm Storage Facility Loans (5 years) 0.250%
Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 years) 0.500%
Farm Storage Facility Loans (10 years) 0.625%
Farm Storage Facility Loans (12 years) 0.750%

Commodity Loans (1996-Present) 1.125%
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Dates to Remember

August 21, 2020

Final date to submit completed offer for
continuous CRP signup.

September 1, 2020

NAP application closing date for greens,
aquaculture, Christmas trees, ginseng root, turf
grass sod, mushrooms & floriculture.

September 7, 2020

Labor Day Holiday. FSA offices are closed.

September 11, 2020

Final date to submit application for Coronavirus
Food Assistance Program (CFAP).

September 30, 2020

NAP application closing date for strawberries &
fall-seeded small grains.

September 30, 2020

Final date to update PLC yields for 2020 crop
year.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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