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e FSA Encourages Farmers and Ranchers to Vote in County Committee
Elections

e USDA Offers Online Tool for Drought-Stricken Ranchers to Estimate
Compensation for Feed Transportation Costs

+ USDA Builds Pandemic Support for Certified Organic and Transitioning
Operations

e USDA Provides $1.8 Billion to Offset Market Fluctuations

o Application Period Opens for Pandemic Response and Safety Grant
Program

o USDA Invests $4.7 Million to Provide Outreach and Technical Assistance
to Historically Underserved Farmers and Ranchers

e FSA is Accepting CRP Continuous Enroliment Offers

¢ Implementing Fire Management on CRP Acres

« NRCS Announces Conservation Funding Opportunities for 2022

¢ Be on the Lookout: New Form Required for Some NRCS Customers

e Progression Lending_from FSA

e Communication is Key in Lending

¢ USDA Reminds Missouri Producers to File Crop Acreage Reports

o Linkage Requirements for Payments Received Under WHIP+ and/or QLA

o USDA Expands Farmers.gov to Include Farm Records

FSA Encourages Farmers and Ranchers to Vote
in County Committee Elections

The 2021 Farm Service Agency County Committee Elections began on Nov. 1, 2021,
when ballots were mailed to eligible voters. The deadline to return ballots to local FSA
offices, or to be postmarked, is Dec. 6, 2021.

County committee members are an important component of the operations of FSA and
provide a link between the agricultural community and USDA. Farmers and ranchers
elected to county committees help deliver FSA programs at the local level, applying their
knowledge and judgment to make decisions on commaodity price support programs;
conservation programs; incentive indemnity and disaster programs for some commodities;
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emergency programs and eligibility. FSA committees operate within official regulations
designed to carry out federal laws.

To be an eligible voter, farmers and ranchers must participate or cooperate in an FSA
program. A person who is not of legal voting age but supervises and conducts the farming
operations of an entire farm, may also be eligible to vote. A cooperating producer is
someone who has provided information about their farming or ranching operation(s) but
may not have applied or received FSA program benefits.

Newly elected committee members will take office Jan. 1, 2022.

More information on county committees, such as the new 2021 fact sheet, can be found
on the FSA website at fsa.usda.gov/elections or at a local USDA Service Center.

USDA Offers Online Tool for Drought-Stricken
Ranchers to Estimate Compensation for Feed
Transportation Costs

The 2021 Farm Service Agency County Committee Elections began on Nov. 1, 2021,
when ballots were mailed to eligible voters. The deadline to return ballots to local FSA
offices, or to be postmarked, is Dec. 6, 2021.

County committee members are an important component of the operations of FSA and
provide a link between the agricultural community and USDA. Farmers and ranchers
elected to county committees help deliver FSA programs at the local level, applying their
knowledge and judgment to make decisions on commaodity price support programs;
conservation programs; incentive indemnity and disaster programs for some commodities;
emergency programs and eligibility. FSA committees operate within official regulations
designed to carry out federal laws.

To be an eligible voter, farmers and ranchers must participate or cooperate in an FSA
program. A person who is not of legal voting age but supervises and conducts the farming
operations of an entire farm, may also be eligible to vote. A cooperating producer is
someone who has provided information about their farming or ranching operation(s) but
may not have applied or received FSA program benefits.

Newly elected committee members will take office Jan. 1, 2022.

More information on county committees, such as the new 2021 fact sheet, can be found
on the FSA website at fsa.usda.gov/elections or at a local USDA Service Center.

USDA Builds Pandemic Support for Certified
Organic and Transitioning Operations

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will provide pandemic assistance to cover
certification and education expenses to agricultural producers who are certified organic or
transitioning to organic. USDA will make $20 million available through the new Organic
and Transitional Education and Certification Program (OTECP) as part of USDA's
broader Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative, which provides new, broader and
more equitable opportunities for farmers, ranchers and producers.
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During the COVID-19 pandemic, certified organic and transitional operations faced
challenges due to loss of markets, and increased costs and labor shortages, in addition to
costs related to obtaining or renewing their organic certification, which producers and
handlers of conventionally grown commodities do not incur. Transitional operations also
faced the financial challenge of implementing practices required to obtain organic
certification without being able to obtain the premium prices normally received for certified
organic commodities.

Eligible Expenses

OTECP funding is provided through the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security
Act (CARES Act). Certified operations and transitional operations may apply for OTECP
for eligible expenses paid during the 2020, 2021 and 2022 fiscal years. For each year,
OTECP covers 25% of a certified operation’s eligible certification expenses, up to $250
per certification category (crop, livestock, wild crop, handling and State Organic Program
fee). This includes application fees, inspection fees, USDA organic certification costs,
state organic program fees and more.

Crop and livestock operations transitioning to organic production may be eligible for 75%
of a transitional operation’s eligible expenses, up to $750, for each year. This includes
fees charged by a certifying agent or consultant for pre-certification inspections and
development of an organic system plan.

For both certified operations and transitional operations, OTECP covers 75% of

the registration fees, up to $200, per year, for educational events that include content
related to organic production and handling in order to assist operations in increasing their
knowledge of production and marketing practices that can improve their operations,
increase resilience and expand available marketing opportunities. Additionally, both
certified and transitional operations may be eligible for 75% of the expense of soil testing
required under the National Organic Program (NOP) to document micronutrient deficiency,
not to exceed $100 per year.

Applying for Assistance

Signup for 2020 and 2021 OTECP will be Nov. 8, 2021, through Jan. 7, 2022. Producers
apply through their local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office and can also obtain one-on-
one support with applications by calling 877-508-8364. Visit farmers.gov/otecp to learn
more.

Additional Organic Support

OTECP builds upon USDA’s Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP) which
provides cost share assistance of 50%, up to a maximum of $500 per scope, to producers
and handlers of agricultural products who are obtaining or renewing their certification
under the NOP. This year’s application period for OCCSP ended Nov. 1, 2021.

Additionally, USDA’s Risk Management Agency announced improvements to the Whole-
Farm Revenue Program including increasing expansion limits for organic producers to the
higher of $500,000 or 35%. Previously, small and medium size organic operations were
held to the same 35% limit to expansion as conventional practice producers. Also,
producers can now report acreage as certified organic, or as acreage in transition to
organic, when the producer has requested an organic certification by the acreage
reporting date.

To learn more about USDA'’s assistance for organic producers, visit usda.gov/organic.
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As USDA looks for long-term solutions to build back a better food system, the Department
is committed to delivery of financial assistance to farmers, ranchers and agricultural
producers and businesses who have been impacted by COVID-19 market disruptions.
Since USDA rolled out the Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative in March, the
Department has provided support to America’s farmers and ranchers including:

« $18 billion in Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2payments, including a fourfold
increase in participation by historically underserved producers since the program
reopened in April 2021.

« Over $35 million in assistance for those who had to depopulate livestock and
poultry due to insufficient processing access (Pandemic Livestock Indemnity
Program).

« Over $7 million to date for the logging and log hauling industry (Pandemic
Assistance for Timber Harvesters and Haulers). Final payments are being
calculated to be disbursed soon.

« $1 billion to purchase healthy food for food insecure Americans and build food bank
capacity.

« $350 million in additional dairy assistance related to market volatility.

o $500 million deployed through existing USDA programs.

For more details, please visit www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance.

USDA Provides $1.8 Billion to Offset Market
Fluctuations

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is in the process of issuing $1.8 billion in
payments to agricultural producers who enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC)
and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for the 2020 crop year- These payments
provide critical support to help mitigate fluctuations in either revenue or prices for certain
crops. These two USDA safety-net programs help producers of certain crops build back
better after facing the impacts of COVID-19 and other challenges.

In addition, USDA's Farm Service Agency (FSA) is encouraging producers to contact their
local USDA Service Centers to make or change elections and to enroll for 2022 ARC or
PLC, providing future protections against market fluctuations. The election and enroliment
period opened on Oct. 18, 2021 and runs through March 15, 2022.

2020 Payments and Contracts

ARC and PLC payments for a given crop year are paid out the following fall to allow actual
county yields and the Market Year Average prices to be finalized. This month, FSA
processed payments to producers enrolled in 2020 ARC-County (ARC-CO), ARC-
Individual (ARC-IC) and PLC for covered commodities that triggered for the crop year.

For ARC-CO, view the 2020 ARC-CO Benchmark Yields and Revenues online
database for payment rates applicable to their county and each covered commodity.

For PLC, payments have triggered for barley, canola, chickpeas (large and small), dry
peas, flaxseed, lentils, peanuts, seed cotton and wheat. More information on rice
payments will be announced later this fall and in early 2022.
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For ARC-IC, producers should contact their local FSA office for additional information
pertaining to 2020 payment information, which relies on producer-specific yields for the
crop and farm to determine benchmark yields and actual year yields when calculating
revenues.

By the Numbers

More than 1.7 million contracts were signed in 2019. In 2020, producers signed nearly 1.8
million ARC or PLC contracts, and 251 million out of 273 million base acres were enrolled
in the programs. In 2021, signed contracts surpassed 1.8 million.

Since the ARC and PLC were authorized by i the 2014 Farm Bill and reauthorized
by # the 2018 Farm Bill, these safety-net programs have paid out more than $32.5
billion to producers of covered commodities.

2022 Elections and Enroliment

Producers can elect coverage and enroll in ARC-CO or PLC, which are both crop-by-crop,
or ARC-IC, which is for the entire farm. Although election changes for 2022 are optional,
producers must enroll through a signed contract each year. Also, if a producer has a multi-
year contract on the farm and makes an election change for 2022, it will be necessary to
sign a new contract.

If an election is not submitted by the deadline of March 15, 2022, the election remains the
same as the 2021 election for crops on the farm. Farm owners cannot enroll in either
program unless they have a share interest in the farm.

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe,
flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long
grain rice, medium and short grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans,
sunflower seed, and wheat.

Web-Based Decision Tools

In partnership with USDA, the University of lllinois and Texas A&M University offer web-
based decision tools to assist producers in making informed, educated decisions using
crop data specific to their respective farming operations. Tools include:

« Gardner-farmdoc Payment Calculator, a tool available through the University of
lllinois allows producers to estimate payments for farms and counties for ARC-CO
and PLC.

+ ARC and PLC Decision Tool, a tool available through Texas A&M tallows producers
to estimate payments and yield updates and expected payments for 2022.

Crop Insurance Considerations

ARC and PLC are part of a broader safety net provided by USDA, which also includes
crop insurance and marketing assistance loans.

Producers are reminded that ARC and PLC elections and enrollments can impact
eligibility for some crop insurance products.

Producers on farms with a PLC election have the option of purchasing Supplemental
Coverage Option (SCO) through their Approved Insurance Provider; however, producers
on farms where ARC is the election are ineligible for SCO on their planted acres for that
crop on that farm.
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Unlike SCO, the Enhanced Coverage Option (ECO) is unaffected by an ARC election.
Producers may add ECO regardless of the farm program election.

Upland cotton farmers who choose to enroll seed cotton base acres in ARC or PLC are
ineligible for the stacked income protection plan (STAX) on their planted cotton acres for
that farm.

More Information

For more information on ARC and PLC, visit the ARC and PLC webpage or contact your
local USDA Service Center.

Application Period Opens for Pandemic
Response and Safety Grant Program

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced a Request for Applications (RFA)
for the new Pandemic Response and Safety (PRS) Grant program and encourages
eligible entities to apply now for funds. Applications must be submitted electronically
through the grant portal at https://usda-prs.grantsolutions.gov/usda by 11:59 p.m. Eastern
Time on Monday, November 22, 2021. Approximately $650 million in funding is available
for the PRS grants, which are funded by the Pandemic Assistance provided in the
Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021.

The PRS Grant program will assist small businesses in certain commodity areas, including
specialty crop producers, shellfish farming, finfish farming, aquaculture, and apiculture;
specialty crop, meat, and other processors; distributors; and farmers markets. Small
businesses and nonprofits in these industries can apply for a grant to cover COVID-
related expenses such as workplace safety measures (e.g., personal protective equipment
(PPE), retrofitting facilities for worker and consumer safety, shifting to online sales
platforms, transportation, worker housing, and medical costs. The minimum funding
request is $1,500 and the maximum funding request is $20,000.

The RFA and the PRS Grant Portal provide more details about eligibility for the grant.
Eligible entities are required to obtain a free DUNS Number from Dun & Bradstreet (D&B)
BEFORE applying for this program. USDA has created a custom PRS DUNS number
portal at https://support.dnb.com/PandemicResponse.

Application resources including Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs), tip sheets in English
and Spanish on applying for a DUNS Number, videos on “How to Apply” and more are
available on the PRS Grant Portal.

For more information, you can also reach out to the PRS help desk, Monday-Friday, 9
a.m.-9 p.m. ET at (301) 238-5550 or usda.ams.prs@grantsolutions.gov.

Check your eligibility, obtain a DUNS number, and learn more about the application
process at the PRS Grant Portal.

USDA Invests $4.7 Million to Provide Outreach
and Technical Assistance to Historically
Underserved Farmers and Ranchers
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced an investment of $4.7 million to
establish partnerships with organizations to provide outreach and technical assistance to
historically underserved farmers and ranchers. The partnerships will support participation
in Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, including those that are part of

USDA's Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative.

Fifty-six project proposals, covering all states and territories, are being finalized to assist
historically underserved farmers and ranchers in accessing FSA programs. Programs
include outreach for pandemic assistance programs, including the signup re-opening of
the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2 (CFAP 2). These proposals will also assist in
outreach for FSA’'s farm programs, conservation programs, farm loans, county committee
elections, disaster programs, the Heirs’ Property Relending_ Program, heirs’ property
succession planning and the Agricultural Marketing Service’s Pandemic Response and
Safety Grant program.

Read about the 56 funded projects and organizations on FSA’'s cooperative agreements
webpage.

FSA is Accepting CRP Continuous Enroliment
Offers

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting offers for specific conservation practices
under the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Continuous Signup.

In exchange for a yearly rental payment, farmers enrolled in the program agree to remove
environmentally sensitive land from agricultural production and to plant species that will
improve environmental health and quality. The program’s long-term goal is to re-establish
valuable land cover to improve water quality, prevent soil erosion, and reduce loss of
wildlife habitat. Contracts for land enrolled in CRP are 10-15 years in length.

Under continuous CRP signup, environmentally sensitive land devoted to certain
conservation practices can be enrolled in CRP at any time. Offers for continuous
enroliment are not subject to competitive bidding during specific periods. Instead they are
automatically accepted provided the land and producer meet certain eligibility
requirements and the enrollment levels do not exceed the statutory cap.

For more information, including a list of acceptable practices, contact your Local County
USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/crp.

Implementing Fire Management on CRP Acres

FSA encourages you to be proactive in preventing the spread of wildfire. If you participate
in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), you are responsible for fire management on
your CRP acreage. The goal is to suppress the amount of fuel in the event of a wildfire
while still promoting the diversity of the conservation cover.

One fire management practice includes installing firebreaks, which should be included in
the contract support document and installed according to NRCS firebreak

standards. Barren firebreaks will only be allowed in high risk areas, such as transportation
corridors, rural communities, and adjacent farmsteads. A conservationist must certify that
there will not be an erosion hazard from the barren firebreak. If erosion becomes a
problem, remedial action will be taken.
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You must complete the necessary management activities outside of the Primary Nesting
Season. In Missouri, the Primary Nesting Season is May 1st through July 15th for all
activities. Remember that Fireguard technical practices should be outlined in your
Conservation Plan of Operations (CPO).

NRCS Announces Conservation Funding
Opportunities for 2022

USDA has several fiscal year 2022 assistance opportunities for agricultural producers and
private landowners for key programs, such as the Environmental Quality Incentives
Program (EQIP),_Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP), Agricultural Conservation
Easement Program (ACEP), Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP)

and Agricultural Management Assistance (AMA) program.

Through conservation programs, USDA’'s Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) provides technical and financial assistance to help producers and landowners
make conservation improvements on their land that benefit natural resources, build
resiliency and contribute to the nation’s broader effort to combat the impacts of climate
change.

Applying for Assistance

NRCS accepts applications for its conservation programs year-round. State Technical
Committees, composed of representatives from conservation and agricultural-related
organizations, work with NRCS to set state-specific, ranking dates to evaluate applications
for funding. These dates account for producer needs, staff workload and ensure potential
participants have ample opportunity to apply. Producers should apply by their state’s
ranking dates to be considered for funding in the current cycle.

Funding is provided through a competitive process. State-specific, ranking_dates for all
programs are available. Applications received after ranking dates will be automatically
deferred to the next funding period.

Program Options

EQIP provides cost share assistance for producers to use 170-plus conservation practices
to address a wide variety of resource concerns. Within EQIP, Conservation Incentive
Contracts allow producers to further target priority resource concerns. CSP helps
producers take their conservation activities to the next level through comprehensive
conservation and advanced conservation activities. ACEP helps producers enroll
wetlands, grasslands and farmlands into easements for long-term protection. Additionally,
through RCPP, producers and landowners can work with partners who are co-investing
with NRCS on targeted projects.

Historically Underserved Producer Benefits

Special provisions are also available for historically underserved producers. For EQIP,
historically underserved producers are eligible for advance payments to help offset costs
related to purchasing materials or contracting services up front. In addition, historically
underserved producers can receive higher EQIP payment rates (up to 90% of average
cost). NRCS sets aside EQIP, CSP and ACEP funds for historically underserved
producers.

Conservation Practices and Climate
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NRCS conservation programs play a critical role in USDA’'s commitment to partnering with
farmers, ranchers, forest landowners and local communities to deliver climate solutions
that strengthen agricultural operations and rural America. States may prioritize a variety of
voluntary conservation practices through these NRCS programs, including those that
support climate-smart agriculture and forestry (CSAF).

In fiscal year 2022, EQIP and CSP will provide targeted funding for CSAF practices, and
Conservation Incentive Contracts — a new EQIP program — will be available nationwide
with an emphasis on CSAF practices. Building on these efforts, NRCS will also prioritize
climate investments through ACEP, RCPP and Conservation Innovation Grants.

Producers, landowners and forest managers interested in applying for assistance should
contact the NRCS at their local USDA Service Center.

Be on the Lookout: New Form Required for
Some NRCS Customers

If you are a producer or landowner who participates in USDA's Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) conservation programs, the Farm Service Agency (FSA)
may be reaching out by mail with information about a form you’ll need to fill out.

Starting this year, all producers and landowners participating or applying to participate in
certain NRCS conservation programs must complete form CCC-902, Farm Operating
Plan. Historically, to participate in these programs, legal entities could file either the CCC-
901, Member Information or the CCC-902, while individuals were not specifically required
to file the CCC-902 with FSA. Now, to ensure FSA and NRCS are properly determining
payment eligibility and maximum payment limitations, all customers must have a CCC-902
on file to establish eligibility.

These changes will not affect participants who already have a Form CCC-902 with a
“determined” status recorded with FSA. Customers that do not have a CCC-902 on file
with FSA will be sent a letter in the mail in the coming weeks with detailed information on
what is needed and how to file the form. The letter requests that the form be completed
within 30 days of receiving the letter.

For added convenience, USDA is offering options for remote or in-person submission of
the CCC-902. Fiscal year 2021 is considered a transition year to ensure all NRCS
program participants can meet this updated filing requirement. Beginning in FY 2022, if
form CCC-902 is not on file your payments may be impacted.

We can help: NRCS and FSA staff are available at USDA Service Centers nationwide to
provide information and assistance to walk you through meeting this filing requirement.
For more information, see the NRCS National Bulletin 300-21-7 or FSA Notice PL-293.

Progression Lending from FSA

Farm Service Agency (FSA) farm loans are considered progression lending. Unlike loans
from a commercial lender, FSA loans are intended to be temporary in nature. Our goal is
to help you graduate to commercial credit, and our farm loan staff is available to help
borrowers through training and credit counseling.

The FSA team will help borrowers identify their goals to ensure financial success. FSA
staff will advise borrowers on developing strategies and a plan to meet your goals and
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graduate to commercial credit. FSA borrowers are responsible for the success of their
farming operation, but FSA staff will help in an advisory role, providing the tools necessary
to help you achieve your operational goals and manage your finances.

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, contact your Local County USDA
Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Communication is Key in Lending

Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools
necessary to be successful. FSA staff will provide guidance and counsel from the loan
application process through the borrower’s graduation to commercial credit. While it is
FSA's commitment to advise borrowers as they identify goals and evaluate progress, it is
crucial for borrowers to communicate with their farm loan staff when changes occur. It is
the borrower’s responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following:

« Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation
» Any significant changes to family income or expenses

» The development of problem situations

« Any losses or proposed significant changes in security

If a farm loan borrower can’t make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on time,
contact your farm loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options.

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, contact your Local County USDA
Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

USDA Reminds Missouri Producers to File Crop
Acreage Reports

Agricultural producers in State who have not yet completed their crop acreage
reports after planting should make an appointment with their Farm Service Agency (FSA)
office before the applicable deadline.

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended uses.
Filing an accurate and timely acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed
acreage and prevented planted acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits.

How to File a Report
The following acreage reporting dates are applicable in State:
December 15 2021- Fall Seeded small grains

Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and
other digital tools. Because of the pandemic, some USDA Service Centers are open to
limited visitors. Contact your Service Center to set up an in-person or phone appointment.

To file a crop acreage report, you will need to provide:

« Crop and crop type or variety.

 Intended use of the crop.
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» Number of acres of the crop.

« Map with approximate boundaries for the crop.

« Planting date(s).

« Planting pattern, when applicable.

» Producer shares.

« Irrigation practice(s).

» Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable.

o Other information as required.

Acreage Reporting Details

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:

« If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

« If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or
acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county
office.

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural
disaster, were unable to plant. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form
CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as
established by FSA and USDA's Risk Management Agency.

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the
acreage reporting date for NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15
calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.

More Information

For questions, please contact your local FSA office. To locate your local FSA office
visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator.

Linkage Requirements for Payments Received
Under WHIP+ and/or QLA

If you received a payment under the Wildfires and Hurricanes Indemnity

Program+ (WHIP+) or the Quality Loss Adjustment Program (QLA) for crop

production and/or quality losses occurring in 2018, 2019, or 2020 crop years, you are
required to meet linkage requirements by obtaining federal crop insurance or Non-Insured
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage at the 60/100 level, or higher, for both
the 2022 and 2023 crop years.

When applying for WHIP+ or QLA, form FSA-895 (Crop Insurance and/or NAP Coverage
Agreement) was submitted acknowledging the requirement to obtain federal crop
insurance, if available, or NAP coverage if federal crop insurance is not available. The
coverage requirement is applicable to the physical location county of the crop that
received WHIP+ and/or QLA benefits.
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Producers should not delay contacting their federal crop insurance agent or local county
FSA Office to inquire about coverage options, as failure to obtain the applicable
coverage by the sales/application closing date will result in the required refund of
WHIP+ benefits received on the applicable crop, plus interest. You can determine if
crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting the RMA website.

For more information, contact your Local County USDA Service Center or
visit fsa.usda.gov.

USDA Expands Farmers.gov to Include Farm
Records

Producers with farmers.gov accounts can now access farm records and maps online, the
latest self-service feature added to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) website.

You can quickly and easily access your land information in real time by desktop computer,
tablet or phone. Capabilities include:

« View, print and export detailed farm records such as cropland, base acres, yields,
CRP acres, land ownership details, and much more;

« View, print and export farm/tract maps that can be provided to lenders, chemical or
fertilizer providers, and FSA for reporting acreage and crop insurance agents; and

« Export common land unit (field) boundaries as ESRI shapefiles.

The ability to access these records on demand without a visit to the service center saves
you time and money.

Farmers.gov now includes the most popular functionalities from FSAFarm+, the FSA
portal for producers, while providing enhanced functionality and an improved user
experience. A new enhancement expands the scope of accessibility to include farmers
and ranchers who are members of an entity, as well as people with a power of attorney
form (FSA-211) on file with FSA.

Managing USDA Business Online
Using farmers.gov, producers, entities and those acting on their behalf can also:
« View, upload, download, and e-sign conservation documents.

* Request financial assistance, including submitting a program application.

+ View and submit conservation requests.

« View technical references and submit questions.

« Access information on current and past conservation practices, plans and contracts.
« Report practice completion and request practice certification.

« View farm loan and interest information (producers only).

Future plans include adding the ability to import and view other shapefiles, such as
precision agriculture planting boundaries.

To access your information, you'll will need a USDA eAuth account to login to farmers.gov.
After obtaining an eAuth account, producers should visit farmers.gov and sign into the
site’s authenticated portal via the Sign In/Sign Up link at the top right of the website.
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Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox or Microsoft Edge are the recommended browsers to
access the feature.

In addition to the self-service features available by logging into farmers.gov, the website
also has ample information on USDA programs, including pandemic assistance, farm
loans, disaster assistance, conservation programs and crop insurance. Recently, USDA
updated the navigation and organization of the site as well as added some new
webpages, including “Get Involved,” “Common Forms,” and “Translations.” Learn more
about these changes.
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