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USDA Offers Online Tool for Drought-Stricken
Ranchers to Estimate Compensation for Feed
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Transportation Costs

An online tool is now available to help ranchers document and estimate payments to cover
feed transportation costs caused by drought, which are now covered by the Emergency
Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP). The U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) updated the program this year to include feed
transportation costs as well as lowered the threshold for when assistance for water
hauling expenses is available. USDA’'s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will begin taking
applications this fall.

The new ELAP Feed Transportation Producer Tool is a Microsoft Excel workbook that
enables ranchers to input information specific to their operation to determine an estimated
payment. Final payments may vary depending on eligibility.

To use the tool, ranchers will need:

« Number of truckloads for this year.

+ Mileage per truckload this year.

« Share of feed cost this year (if splitting loads).
« Number of truckloads you normally haul.

+ Normal mileage per truckload.

« Share of normal feed cost
The tool requires Microsoft Excel, and a tutorial video is available at fsa.usda.gov/elap.
Updates to ELAP

ELAP provides financial assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees and
farm-raised fish for losses due to disease, certain adverse weather events or loss
conditions as determined by the Secretary of Agriculture. ELAP now covers feed
transportation costs where grazing and hay resources have been depleted. This includes
places where:

Drought intensity is D2 for eight consecutive weeks as indicated by the U.S. Drought
Monitor; or

Drought intensity is D3 or greater.

The tool calculates the estimated payment for feed transportation assistance, but it is not
an application. Once FSA begins accepting applications later this fall for feed
transportation assistance, ranchers should contact their FSA county office to apply. To
simplify the application process, ranchers can print or email payment estimates generated
by this tool for submission to FSA. The deadline to apply for ELAP, including feed
transportation costs, for 2021 is Jan. 31, 2022.

ELAP already covers above normal costs for hauling water to livestock in areas where
drought intensity is D3 or greater on the drought monitor. FSA is also updating ELAP to
also cover water hauling in areas experiencing D2 for eight consecutive weeks, lowering
the threshold for this assistance to be available. Program benefits are retroactive for
2021.

Payment Calculations
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USDA will reimburse eligible ranchers 60% of feed transportation costs above what would
have been incurred in a normal year. Producers qualifying as underserved (socially
disadvantaged, limited resource, beginning or military veteran) will be reimbursed for 90%
of the feed transportation cost above what would have been incurred in a normal year.

USDA uses a national cost formula to determine reimbursement costs that will not include
the first 25 miles and distances exceeding 1,000 transportation miles. The calculation will
also exclude the normal cost to transport hay or feed if the producer normally purchases
some feed. For 2021, the initial cost formula of $6.60 per mile will be used (before the
percentage is applied).

Eligibility

To be eligible for ELAP assistance, livestock must be intended for grazing and producers

must have incurred feed transportation costs on or after Jan. 1, 2021. Although producers
will self-certify losses and expenses to FSA, producers are encouraged to maintain good

records and retain receipts and related documentation in the event these documents are

requested for review by the local FSA County Committee.

More Drought Recovery Information
USDA has taken additional steps to assist drought-impacted producers, including:

« Extending_deadlines for crop insurance premium and administrative fees, and
deferring_interest accrual.

« Streamlining_and accelerating losses and issuance of indemnity payments for crop

insurance.

o Investing $41.8 million through a four-state pilot of the Environmental Quality
Incentives Program Conservation Incentive Contracts focused on drought
practices.

o Investing $15 million through a block grant to the Klamath Drought Response
Agency to provide payments to producers to reduce irrigation demand.

USDA offers a comprehensive portfolio of disaster assistance programs. On farmers.gov,
the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster Assistance-at-a-Glance fact sheet,

and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can help producers and landowners determine all program
or loan options available for disaster recovery assistance. For details, producers

should contact their Jocal USDA Service Center.

USDA Launches First Phase of Soil Carbon
Monitoring Efforts through CRP

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is investing $10 million in a new initiative to
sample, measure, and monitor soil carbon on Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
acres to better quantify the climate outcomes of the program. CRP is an important tool in
the Nation’s fight to reduce the worst impacts of climate change facing our farmers,
ranchers, and foresters. This initiative will begin implementation in fall 2021 with three
partners. Today’s announcement is part of a broader, long-term soil carbon monitoring
effort across agricultural lands that supports USDA’'s commitment to deliver climate
solutions to agricultural producers and rural America through voluntary, incentive-based
solutions.
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These models include the Daily Century Model, or DayCent, which simulates the
movement of carbon and nitrogen through agricultural systems and informs the National
Greenhouse Gas Inventory. Data will also be used to strengthen the COMET-

Farm and COMET-Planner tools, which enable producers to evaluate potential carbon
sequestration and greenhouse gas emission reductions based on specific management
scenarios.

USDA partners will conduct soil carbon sampling on three categories of CRP practice
types: perennial grass, trees, and wetlands.

Perennial grasses: In consultation with USDA, Michigan State University will sample and
measure soil carbon and bulk density of CRP grasslands (including native grass plantings,
rangelands, and pollinator habitat plantings) at an estimated 600 sites across the U.S. with
a focus in the central states during this five-year project. This information will be used

to model and compare the climate benefits of CRP. Partners include the University of
Wisconsin-Madison, the University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff, Deveron, an agriculture
technology company, and Woods End Laboratories.

Trees: Mississippi State University will partner with Alabama A&M University to collect
above and below ground data at 162 sites across seven states documenting CRP-related
benefits to soil and atmospheric carbon levels. Information will help further calibrate

the DayCent model. This five-year project will focus within the Mississippi Delta and
Southeast states.

Wetlands: Ducks Unlimited and its partners will collect data on carbon stocks in wetland
soils as well as vegetation carbon levels at 250 wetland sites across a 15-state area in the
central U.S. Data will support the DayCent and additional modeling. Partners for this five-
year project include: Migratory Bird Joint Venture, Intertribal Research and Resource
Center at United Tribes Technical College, Clemson University, Kenyon College, Lincoln
University, Pennsylvania State University, the University of Missouri, and the University of
Texas at Austin.

CRP Monitoring, Assessment, and Evaluation Projects

These three Climate Change Mitigation Assessment Initiative projects are funded through
FSA’s program to work with partners to identify Monitoring, Assessment and Evaluation
(MAE) projects to quantify CRP environmental benefits to water quality and quantity,
wildlife, and rural economies.

Applications for projects were welcome from all organizations, including

public, private, nonprofit institutions, and educational institutions including historically Black
colleges and universities, Tribal colleges and universities and Hispanic-serving institutions
or organizations.

For more details on the all the awarded MAE projects, visit the ESA Monitoring
Assessment & Evaluation webpage.

About the Conservation Reserve Program

CRP is one of the world’s largest voluntary conservation programs, with an established
track record of preserving topsoil, sequestering carbon, reducing nitrogen runoff and
providing healthy habitat for wildlife.

In exchange for a yearly rental payment, agricultural producers enrolled in the program
agree to remove environmentally sensitive land from production and plant species that will
improve environmental health and quality. In general, land is enrolled in CRP for 10 to 15
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years, with the option of re-enrollment. FSA offers multiple CRP signups, including the
general signup and continuous signup, as well as Grassland CRP and pilot programs
focused on soil health and clean water. In 2021, producers and landowners enrolled more
than 5.3 million acres in CRP signups, surpassing USDA's 4-million-acre goal.

Earlier this year, USDA announced updates to CRP including higher payment rates, new
incentives for environmental practices, and a more targeted focus on the program’s role in
climate change mitigation. This included a new Climate-Smart Practice Incentive for CRP
general and continuous signups that aims to increase carbon sequestration and reduce
greenhouse gas emissions. Climate-Smart CRP practices include establishment of trees
and permanent grasses, development of wildlife habitat, and wetland restoration.
Download the “What's New” fact sheet to learn more about CRP updates.

More Information

Under the Biden-Harris Administration, USDA is engaged in a whole-of-government effort
to combat the climate crisis and conserve and protect our nation’s lands, biodiversity, and
natural resources including our soil, air, and water. Through conservation practices and
partnerships, USDA aims to enhance economic growth and create new streams of income
for farmers, ranchers and private foresters. Successfully meeting these challenges will
require USDA and our agencies to pursue a coordinated approach alongside USDA
stakeholders, including State, local, and Tribal governments.

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. In the Biden-
Harris Administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus
on more resilient local and regional food production, fairer markets for all producers,
ensuring access to healthy and nutritious food in all communities, building new markets
and streams of income for farmers and other producers using climate smart food and
forestry practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy
capabilities in rural America, and committing to equity across the Department by removing
systemic barriers and building a workforce more representative of America. To learn more,
visit www.usda.gov.

Share Your 2021 Harvest

In spring, many of you shared with us photos and videos of
the seeds and seedlings you sowed, and your hopes for
the coming season. (View the

storymap: https://arcg.is/0Lg1z5)

This fall as you reap the rewards of your work, we want to hear from you once again. Did
the year go as you expected, or did you experience some surprises? Is your harvest
bountiful, or were you impacted by conditions like drought, flood, or pests? Did our
pandemic or farm programs benefit your operation this year? Did you try any new tactics
or equipment, and if so, how did it go?

Send photos and videos of your operation’s harvest activities, along with a few sentences
reflecting your thoughts on the above questions by October

27 to SM.FP.Social@usda.gov. You may be featured on FarmersGov national social
media channels, a national storymap, and/or our wrap-up blog scheduled to publish in late
October. For more details and examples, read our short blog

story: https://go.usa.gov/xMUan.
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Higher Loan Limit Now Available for USDA
Guaranteed Farm Loans

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced a higher loan limit will be available
for borrowers seeking a guaranteed farm loan starting Oct. 1, 2021, from $1.776 million to
$1.825 million.

FSA farm loans offer access to funding for a wide range of producer needs, from securing
land to financing the purchase of equipment. Guaranteed loans are financed and serviced
by commercial lenders. FSA provides up to a 95% guarantee against possible financial
loss of principal and interest. Guaranteed loans can be used for both farm ownership and
operating purposes.

In fiscal year 2021, FSA saw continued strong demand for guaranteed loans. FSA
obligated more than $3.4 billion in guaranteed farm ownership and operating loans. This
includes nearly $1.2 billion for beginning farmers. The number of guaranteed borrowers
has grown by 10% to more than 38,750 farmers and ranchers over the last decade. FSA
expects the increasing demand for farm loans to continue into fiscal year 2022.

Disaster Set-Aside Extension

USDA has additional support available to producers given the recent outbreaks of the
COVID-19 Delta variant and has extended the availability of COVID-19 Disaster Set-Aside
(DSA) for installments due through Jan. 31, 2022. In addition, FSA will permit a second
DSA for COVID-19 and a second DSA for natural disasters for those who had an initial
COVID-19 DSA. Requests for a COVID-19 DSA or a second DSA must be received no
later than May 1, 2022.

Last year, FSA broadened the use of the DSA. Normally used in the wake of natural
disasters, the DSA can now allow farmers with USDA farm loans who are affected by
COVID-19 and determined to be eligible, to have their next payment set aside. The set-
aside payment’s due date is moved to the final maturity date of the loan or extended up to
twelve months in the case of an annual operating loan. Any principal set-aside will
continue to accrue interest until it is repaid. This will improve the borrower’s cashflow in
the current production cycle.

More Information

Producers can explore available options on all FSA loan options at fsa.usda.gov or by
contacting their local USDA Service Center. Service Center staff continue to work with
agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital tools. Because of the pandemic,
some USDA Service Centers are open to limited visitors. Contact your Service Center to
set up an in-person or phone appointment. Additionally, more information related to
USDA's response and relief for producers can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. In the Biden-
Harris Administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus
on more resilient local and regional food production, fairer markets for all producers,
ensuring access to healthy and nutritious food in all communities, building new markets
and streams of income for farmers and producers using climate smart food and forestry
practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy capabilities in
rural America, and committing to equity across the Department by removing systemic
barriers and building a workforce more representative of America. To learn more,

visit www.usda.gov.
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Application Period Opens for Pandemic
Response and Safety Grant Program

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced a Request for Applications (RFA)
for the new Pandemic Response and Safety (PRS) Grant program and encourages
eligible entities to apply now for funds. Applications must be submitted electronically
through the grant portal at https://usda-prs.grantsolutions.gov/usda by 11:59 p.m. Eastern
Time on Monday, November 22, 2021. Approximately $650 million in funding is available
for the PRS grants, which are funded by the Pandemic Assistance provided in the
Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021.

The PRS Grant program will assist small businesses in certain commodity areas, including
specialty crop producers, shellfish farming, finfish farming, aquaculture, and apiculture;
specialty crop, meat, and other processors; distributors; and farmers markets. Small
businesses and nonprofits in these industries can apply for a grant to cover COVID-
related expenses such as workplace safety measures (e.g., personal protective equipment
(PPE), retrofitting facilities for worker and consumer safety, shifting to online sales
platforms, transportation, worker housing, and medical costs. The minimum funding
request is $1,500 and the maximum funding request is $20,000.

The RFA and the PRS Grant Portal provide more details about eligibility for the grant.
Eligible entities are required to obtain a free DUNS Number from Dun & Bradstreet (D&B)
BEFORE applying for this program. USDA has created a custom PRS DUNS number
portal at https://support.dnb.com/PandemicResponse.

Application resources including Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs), tip sheets in English
and Spanish on applying for a DUNS Number, videos on “How to Apply” and more are
available on the PRS Grant Portal.

For more information, you can also reach out to the PRS help desk, Monday-Friday, 9
a.m.-9 p.m. ET at (301) 238-5550 or usda.ams.prs@grantsolutions.gov.

Check your eligibility, obtain a DUNS number, and learn more about the application
process at the PRS Grant Portal.

USDA Unveils New Climate Partnership
Initiative, Requests Public Input

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is committed to partnering with agriculture,
forestry and rural communities to develop climate solutions that strengthen rural America.
The Department has outlined and requested public comments on a new climate
partnership initiative designed to create new revenue streams for producers via market
opportunities for commodities produced using climate-smart practices.

Guided by science, USDA will support a set of pilot projects that provide incentives to
implement climate-smart conservation practices on working lands and to quantify and
monitor the carbon and greenhouse gas benefits associated with those practices. The
Department published a Request for Information (RFI) seeking public comment and input
on design of the new initiative. Stakeholders interested in providing comments may do so
on or before 11:59 p.m. EST on November 1, 2021, via the Federal Register, Docket ID:
USDA-2021-0010.
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USDA Invests $4.7 Million to Provide Outreach
and Technical Assistance to Historically
Underserved Farmers and Ranchers

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced an investment of $4.7 million to
establish partnerships with organizations to provide outreach and technical assistance to
historically underserved farmers and ranchers. The partnerships will support participation
in Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, including those that are part of

USDA's Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative.

Fifty-six project proposals, covering all states and territories, are being finalized to assist
historically underserved farmers and ranchers in accessing FSA programs. Programs
include outreach for pandemic assistance programs, including the signup re-opening of
the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2 (CFAP 2). These proposals will also assist in
outreach for FSA’'s farm programs, conservation programs, farm loans, county committee
elections, disaster programs, the Heirs’ Property Relending Program, heirs’ property
succession planning and the Agricultural Marketing Service’s Pandemic Response and
Safety Grant program.

Read about the 56 funded projects and organizations on FSA’'s cooperative agreements
webpage.

FSA Encourages Farmers and Ranchers to Vote
in County Committee Elections

The 2021 Farm Service Agency County Committee Elections will begin on Nov. 1, 2021,
when ballots are mailed to eligible voters. The deadline to return ballots to local FSA
offices, or to be postmarked, is Dec. 6, 2021.

County committee members are an important component of the operations of FSA and
provide a link between the agricultural community and USDA. Farmers and ranchers
elected to county committees help deliver FSA programs at the local level, applying their
knowledge and judgment to make decisions on commaodity price support programs;
conservation programs; incentive indemnity and disaster programs for some commodities;
emergency programs and eligibility. FSA committees operate within official regulations
designed to carry out federal laws.

To be an eligible voter, farmers and ranchers must participate or cooperate in an FSA
program. A person who is not of legal voting age but supervises and conducts the farming
operations of an entire farm, may also be eligible to vote. A cooperating producer is
someone who has provided information about their farming or ranching operation(s) but
may not have applied or received FSA program benefits.

Newly elected committee members will take office Jan. 1, 2022.

More information on county committees, such as the new 2021 fact sheet, can be found
on the FSA website at fsa.usda.gov/elections or at a local USDA Service Center.

USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers
Facing Inclement Weather
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Severe weather events create significant challenges and often result in catastrophic loss
for agricultural producers. Despite every attempt to mitigate risk, your operation may suffer
losses. USDA offers several programs to help with recovery.

Risk Management

For producers who have risk protection through Federal Crop Insurance or the Noninsured
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), we want to remind you to report crop damage
to your crop insurance agent or the local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office.

If you have crop insurance, contact your agency within 72 hours of discovering damage
and be sure to follow up in writing within 15 days. If you have NAP coverage, file a Notice
of Loss (also called Form CCC-576) within 15 days of loss becoming apparent, except for
hand-harvested crops, which should be reported within 72 hours.

Disaster Assistance

USDA also offers disaster assistance programs, which is especially important to livestock,
fruit and vegetable, specialty and perennial crop producers who have fewer risk
management options.

First, the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Emergency Assistance for Livestock,
Honeybee and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP) reimburses producers for a portion of
the value of livestock, poultry and other animals that died as a result of a qualifying natural
disaster event or for loss of grazing acres, feed and forage. And, the Livestock Forage
Disaster Program (LFP) provides assistance to producers of grazed forage crop acres that
have suffered crop loss due to a qualifying drought. Livestock producers suffering the
impacts of drought can also request Emergency Haying_and Grazing on Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP) acres.

Next, the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides cost share assistance to rehabilitate
and replant tree, vines or shrubs loss experienced by orchards and nurseries. This
complements NAP or crop insurance coverage, which cover the crop but not the plants or
trees in all cases.

For LIP and ELAP, you will need to file a Notice of Loss for livestock and grazing or feed
losses within 30 days and honeybee losses within 15 days. For TAP, you will need to file a
program application within 90 days.

Documentation

It's critical to keep accurate records to document all losses following this devastating cold
weather event. Livestock producers are advised to document beginning livestock numbers
by taking time and date-stamped video or pictures prior to after the loss.

Other common documentation options include:

* Purchase records

* Production records

« Vaccination records

« Bank or other loan documents

« Third-party certification

Other Programs
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The Emergency Conservation Program and Emergency Forest Restoration Program can
assist landowners and forest stewards with financial and technical assistance to restore
damaged farmland or forests.

Additionally, FSA offers a variety of loans available including emergency loans that are
triggered by disaster declarations and operating loans that can assist producers with credit
needs. You can use these loans to replace essential property, purchase inputs like
livestock, equipment, feed and seed, or refinance farm-related debts, and other needs.

Meanwhile, USDA's Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides financial
resources through its Environmental Quality Incentives Program to help with immediate
needs and long-term support to help recover from natural disasters and conserve water
resources. Assistance may also be available for emergency animal mortality disposal from
natural disasters and other causes.

Additional Resources

Additional details — including payment calculations — can be found on

our NAP, ELAP, LIP, and TAP fact sheets. On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance
Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can help
you determine program or loan options.

While we never want to have to implement disaster programs, we are here to help. To file
a Notice of Loss or to ask questions about available programs, contact your local USDA
Service Center. All_LUSDA Service Centers are open for business, including those that
restrict in-person visits or require appointments because of the pandemic.

USDA Expands Farmers.gov to Include Farm
Records

Producers with farmers.gov accounts can now access farm records and maps online, the
latest self-service feature added to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) website.

You can quickly and easily access your land information in real time by desktop computer,
tablet or phone. Capabilities include:

« View, print and export detailed farm records such as cropland, base acres, yields,
CRP acres, land ownership details, and much more;

« View, print and export farm/tract maps that can be provided to lenders, chemical or
fertilizer providers, and FSA for reporting acreage and crop insurance agents; and

« Export common land unit (field) boundaries as ESRI shapefiles.

The ability to access these records on demand without a visit to the service center saves
you time and money.

Farmers.gov now includes the most popular functionalities from FSAFarm+, the FSA
portal for producers, while providing enhanced functionality and an improved user
experience. A new enhancement expands the scope of accessibility to include farmers
and ranchers who are members of an entity, as well as people with a power of attorney
form (FSA-211) on file with FSA.

Managing USDA Business Online

Using farmers.gov, producers, entities and those acting on their behalf can also:
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« View, upload, download, and e-sign conservation documents.

« Request financial assistance, including submitting a program application.

+ View and submit conservation requests.

« View technical references and submit questions.

« Access information on current and past conservation practices, plans and contracts.
« Report practice completion and request practice certification.

« View farm loan and interest information (producers only).

Future plans include adding the ability to import and view other shapefiles, such as
precision agriculture planting boundaries.

To access your information, you'll will need a USDA eAuth account to login to farmers.gov.
After obtaining an eAuth account, producers should visit farmers.gov and sign into the
site’s authenticated portal via the Sign In/Sign Up link at the top right of the website.
Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox or Microsoft Edge are the recommended browsers to
access the feature.

In addition to the self-service features available by logging into farmers.gov, the website
also has ample information on USDA programs, including pandemic assistance, farm
loans, disaster assistance, conservation programs and crop insurance. Recently, USDA
updated the navigation and organization of the site as well as added some new
webpages, including “Get Involved,” “Common Forms,” and “Translations.” Learn more
about these changes.

Lenders Can Now Apply for New Heirs’ Property
Relending Program

Intermediary lenders can now apply for loans through the new Heirs’ Property Relending
Program (HPRP). The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is accepting applications
today through October 29, 2021, and cooperatives, credit unions and nonprofit
organizations are encouraged to apply for these competitive loans, which ultimately will
help agricultural producers and landowners resolve heirs’ land ownership and succession
issues.

Through HPRP, FSA loans up to $5 million at a 1% interest rate to eligible lenders. Then,
those eligible lenders will reloan funds to heirs to help resolve title issues by financing the
purchase or consolidation of property interests and financing costs associated with a
succession plan.

How to Apply

Intermediary lenders should apply by the October 29, 2021 deadline using the HPRP
application form (FSA-2637), which can be submitted to FSA by mail:

FSA Deputy Administrator for Farm Loan Programs
Loan Making Division
STOP 0522

1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.
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Washington, DC 20250

Additionally, FSA will host a webinar on September 15 at 2 p.m. ET for interested lenders,
who can register or learn more on the ESA Outreach and Education webpage.

Eligible Lenders

Intermediary lenders must:

« be certified as a community development financial institution, and

« have experience and capability in making and servicing agricultural and commercial
loans that are similar in nature.

If applications exceed the amount of available funds, FSA will prioritize applicants that
both:

« have at least 10 years or more of experience with socially disadvantaged farmers;
and

« are located in states that have adopted a statute consisting of enactment or
adoption of the Uniform Partition of Heirs Property Act (UPHPA). A list of these
states is available at gov/heirs/relending.

More Information

Frequently asked questions (including those in Spanish, Thai and Chinese), the August 3,
2021 overview webinar, and other resources can be found on farmers.gov/heirs/relending.

After the loans are announced, USDA will distribute information for heirs on how to apply.
Information for heirs is also on farmers.gov/heirs/relending.

Progression Lending from FSA

Farm Service Agency (FSA) farm loans are considered progression lending. Unlike loans
from a commercial lender, FSA loans are intended to be temporary in nature. Our goal is
to help you graduate to commercial credit, and our farm loan staff is available to help
borrowers through training and credit counseling.

The FSA team will help borrowers identify their goals to ensure financial success. FSA
staff will advise borrowers on developing strategies and a plan to meet your goals and
graduate to commercial credit. FSA borrowers are responsible for the success of their
farming operation, but FSA staff will help in an advisory role, providing the tools necessary
to help you achieve your operational goals and manage your finances.

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, contact your Local County USDA
Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

FSA is Accepting CRP Continuous Enroliment
Offers

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting offers for specific conservation practices
under the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)_Continuous Signup.
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In exchange for a yearly rental payment, farmers enrolled in the program agree to remove
environmentally sensitive land from agricultural production and to plant species that will
improve environmental health and quality. The program’s long-term goal is to re-establish
valuable land cover to improve water quality, prevent soil erosion, and reduce loss of
wildlife habitat. Contracts for land enrolled in CRP are 10-15 years in length.

Under continuous CRP signup, environmentally sensitive land devoted to certain
conservation practices can be enrolled in CRP at any time. Offers for continuous
enroliment are not subject to competitive bidding during specific periods. Instead they are
automatically accepted provided the land and producer meet certain eligibility
requirements and the enrollment levels do not exceed the statutory cap.

For more information, including a list of acceptable practices, contact your Local County
USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/crp.

Can Family-Owned Forests Help the U.S.
Achieve a Low-Carbon Future?

A USDA Conservation Innovation Grant (CIG) project is trying to reimagine how carbon
markets can work with and for small landholders. The Family Forest Carbon Program
(FFCP), led by the American Forest Foundation (AFF) and The Nature Conservancy,
bases carbon payments on specific forest management practices that have been
scientifically shown to increase the amount of carbon that gets removed from the
atmosphere and stored in the trees and soil. The project’s goal is to facilitate the
participation of nearly 300 million acres of family-owned American forests in carbon
markets.

While the FFCP is still in its early stages, it has been successfully piloted in the Central
Appalachian Region. The program has about 50 contracts with landowners, representing
over 6,000 acres of forested land. This led to more funding, with the tech giant Amazon
gifting about $7.5 million to the project in April 2020. According to the AFF, if 20% of U.S.
family forest acres adopted practices that optimized carbon sequestration, about 3.5
gigatons of carbon dioxide equivalent would be sequestered by the end of the century.

CIG is a competitive program that supports the development of new tools, approaches,
practices, and technologies to further natural resource conservation on private lands.
Through creative problem solving and innovation, CIG partners work to address our
nation's water quality, air quality, soil health and wildlife habitat challenges, all while
improving agricultural operations.

For more details on how USDA's Natural Resources Conservation Service is working with
landholders to promote natural climate solutions, view the Can Family-Owned Forests
Help the U.S. Achieve a Low-Carbon Future page.

5 Million Acres in Conservation Easements

NRCS has reached an impressive new milestone: enough acres in easements to fill the
state of New Jersey. The 5 million acres have been enrolled across all the conservation
easement programs offered by NRCS over the past 28 years.

Farmers, ranchers, and private landowners who enroll their acres in conservation
easements ensure protection of sensitive lands, support wildlife, and confront challenges
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like climate change.

Currently, NRCS offers conservation easements through the Agricultural Conservation
Easement Program (ACEP), which helps landowners, land trusts, and other entities
protect, restore, and enhance wetlands, grasslands, and working farms and ranches
through conservation easements.

By the Numbers

« 5 Million acres enrolled in conservation easements

« 2.8 Million acres in wetland easements

« 1.9 million acres in agricultural easements, including grassland easements
+ 110,000 acres enrolled in FY 2021

« 28 years of conservation easements.
Enrolling in Easements

Farmers, ranchers, and private foresters looking to enroll farmland, grasslands, or
wetlands in a conservation easement may submit proposals to the NRCS state office to
acquire conservation easements on eligible land. To enroll land through wetland reserve
easements, landowners should contact their local USDA Service Center.

USDA offers a variety of conservation programs that provide help to plan and implement
conservation practices on farms, ranches or forests. Learn more about putting
conservation to work through our_Conservation at Work video series.

USDA Updates Conservation Provisions for
Highly Erodible Land and Wetlands

USDA published its final rule on determining whether land is considered highly erodible or
a wetland, integrating input from the public and making updates in accordance with the
2018 Farm Bill. This final rule follows a focused effort by USDA’'s Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) to improve consistency and use of science in making
determinations.

To be eligible for most USDA programs, producers must be conservation compliant with
the highly erodible land and wetland provisions. These provisions aim to reduce soil loss
on erosion-prone lands and to protect wetlands for the multiple benefits they provide.

The final rule was made available for public inspection today, and it will be published
tomorrow in the Federal Register. This follows an interim final rule published Dec. 7, 2018.

This final rule confirms most of the changes made by the December 2018 interim final rule
and makes these additional updates:

1. Adding the requirement of the 2018 Farm Bill that USDA will make a reasonable
effort to include the affected person in an on-site investigation conducted prior to
making a wetland violation technical determination.

2. Further clarifying how wetland hydrology is identified for farmed wetlands and
farmed wetland pasture.

3. Adding clarification to the consideration of best-drained condition for wetland
hydrology in keeping with the definition of prior converted cropland.
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4. Relocating the provision that wetland determinations can be done on a tract, field,
or sub-field basis in order to improve clarity.

NRCS has recently updated its conservation compliance webpages, adding highly
erodible land and wetland determination resources for agricultural producers by state.
Learn more about conservation compliance on the NRCS website.

FSA Outlines MAL and LDP Policy

The 2018 Farm Bill extends loan authority through 2023 for Marketing Assistance Loans
(MALs) and Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs).

MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for wheat, feed grains,
soybeans, and other oilseeds, pulse crops, rice, peanuts, cotton, wool and honey. MALs
provide you with interim financing after harvest to help you meet cash flow needs without
having to sell your commodities when market prices are typically at harvest-time lows. A
producer who is eligible to obtain a loan, but agrees to forgo the loan, may obtain an LDP
if such a payment is available. Marketing loan provisions and LDPs are not available for
sugar and extra-long staple cotton.

FSA is now accepting requests for 2021 MALs and LDPs for all eligible commodities after
harvest. Requests for loans and LDPs shall be made on or before the final availability date
for the respective commaodities.

Commodity certificates are available to loan holders who have outstanding nonrecourse
loans for wheat, upland cotton, rice, feed grains, pulse crops (dry peas, lentils, large and
small chickpeas), peanuts, wool, soybeans and designated minor oilseeds. These
certificates can be purchased at the posted county price (or adjusted world price or
national posted price) for the quantity of commodity under loan, and must be immediately
exchanged for the collateral, satisfying the loan. MALs redeemed with commaodity
certificates are not subject to Adjusted Gross Income provisions.

To be considered eligible for an LDP, you must have form CCC-633EZ, Page 1 on file at
your local FSA Office before losing beneficial interest in the crop. Pages 2, 3 or 4 of the
form must be submitted when payment is requested.

Marketing loan gains (MLGs) and loan deficiency payments (LDPs) are no longer subject
to payment limitations, actively engaged in farming and cash-rent tenant rules.

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions state that if your total applicable three-year
average AGI exceeds $900,000, then you're not eligible to receive an MLG or LDP. You
must have a valid CCC-941 on file to earn a market gain of LDP. The AGI does not apply
to MALs redeemed with commodity certificate exchange.

For more information and additional eligibility requirements, contact your Local County
USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Maintaining the Quality of Farm-Stored Loan
Grain

Bins are ideally designed to hold a level volume of grain. When bins are overfilled and
grain is heaped up, airflow is hindered and the chance of spoilage increases.


https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/programs/farmbill/?cid=nrcseprd1542016&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/efcommon/eFileServices/eFormsAdmin/CCC0633EZ_140328V03.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

If you take out marketing assistance loans and use the farm-stored grain as collateral,
remember that you are responsible for maintaining the quality of the grain through the
term of the loan.

Unauthorized Disposition of Grain Results in
Financial Penalties

If loan grain has been disposed of through feeding, selling or any other form of disposal
without prior written authorization from the county office staff, it is considered unauthorized
disposition. The financial penalties for unauthorized dispositions are severe and your
name will be placed on a loan violation list for a two-year period. Always call before you
haul any grain under loan.
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