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USDA Extends Deadline to Apply for Pandemic
Assistance to Livestock Producers with Animal



Losses

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is providing additional time for livestock and
poultry producers to apply for the Pandemic Livestock Indemnity Program (PLIP).
Producers who suffered losses during the pandemic due to insufficient access to
processing may now apply for assistance for those losses and the cost of depopulation
and disposal of the animals through Oct. 12, 2021, rather than the original deadline of
Sept. 17, 2021. PLIP is part of USDA’s Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative.

PLIP provides payments to producers for losses of livestock or poultry depopulated from
March 1, 2020 through Dec. 26, 2020, due to insufficient processing access as a result of
the pandemic. Payments are based on 80% of the fair market value of the livestock and
poultry and for the cost of depopulation and disposal of the animal. Eligible livestock and
poultry include swine, chickens and turkeys.

PLIP Program Details

PLIP payments are calculated by multiplying the number of head of eligible livestock or
poultry by the payment rate per head, and then subtracting the amount of any payments
the eligible livestock or poultry owner has received for disposal of the livestock or poultry
under the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Environmental Quality
Incentives Program (EQIP) or a state program. The payments will also be reduced by any
Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP 1 and 2) payments paid on the same
inventory of swine that were depopulated.

Eligible livestock and poultry producers can apply for PLIP through the Oct. 12, 2021
deadline by completing the FSA-620, Pandemic Livestock Indemnity Program application,
and submitting it to any Farm Service Agency county office. Additional documentation may
be required. Visit farmers.gov/plip more information on how to apply.

Additional Pandemic Assistance

Other programs within the Pandemic Assistance for Producer initiative with upcoming
deadlines include:

» 12 - Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2, which provides critical support to
agricultural producers impacted by COVID-19 market disruptions.

« 15— Pandemic Assistance for Timber Harvesters and Haulers, which provides
financial relief to timber harvesting and timber hauling businesses that experienced
losses in 2020 due to COVID-19.

To learn more about USDA’'s commitment to delivery of financial assistance to farmers,
ranchers and agricultural producers and businesses who have been impacted by COVID-
19 market disruptions, visit farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance.

USDA to Provide Relief to Small Producers,
Processors, Distributors, Farmers Markets
Impacted by COVID-19



The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Agricultural Marketing_Service (AMS) announced it
will soon publish Requests for Applications (RFAs) for the Pandemic Response and Safety
(PRS) Grants program to support agricultural stakeholders who haven’t yet received
substantial federal financial assistance in responding to the COVID-19 crisis. This grant
program will provide assistance to small businesses in certain commodity areas, including
small scale specialty crop producers, food processors, manufacturers, distributors and
farmers markets.

A grant forecast is now available to help potential applicants determine their eligibility and
to prepare to apply for funding. Eligible entities should visit the PRS grant portal at usda-
prs.grantsolutions.gov for complete information on the program, including how to obtain a
free of charge DUNS Number from Dun & Bradstreet (D&B) BEFORE applying for this
program. On September 23, USDA will issue another announcement indicating that
entities may submit their applications through the grant portal; entities will need their
DUNS number to submit an application.

Visit usda-prs.grantsolutions.gov or the AMS website to learn more.

USDA Expands Farmers.gov to Include Farm
Records

Producers with farmers.gov accounts can now access farm records and maps online, the
latest self-service feature added to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) website.

You can quickly and easily access your land information in real time by desktop computer,
tablet or phone. Capabilities include:

« View, print and export detailed farm records such as cropland, base acres, yields,
CRP acres, land ownership details, and much more;

« View, print and export farm/tract maps that can be provided to lenders, chemical or
fertilizer providers, and FSA for reporting acreage and crop insurance agents; and

o Export common land unit (field) boundaries as ESRI shapefiles.

The ability to access these records on demand without a visit to the service center saves
you time and money.

Farmers.gov now includes the most popular functionalities from FSAFarm+, the FSA
portal for producers, while providing enhanced functionality and an improved user
experience. A new enhancement expands the scope of accessibility to include farmers
and ranchers who are members of an entity, as well as people with a power of attorney
form (FSA-211) on file with FSA.

Managing USDA Business Online
Using farmers.gov, producers, entities and those acting on their behalf can also:
+ View, upload, download, and e-sign conservation documents.

» Request financial assistance, including submitting a program application.



« View and submit conservation requests.

« View technical references and submit questions.

« Access information on current and past conservation practices, plans and contracts.
« Report practice completion and request practice certification.

« View farm loan and interest information (producers only).

Future plans include adding the ability to import and view other shapefiles, such as
precision agriculture planting boundaries.

To access your information, you'll will need a USDA eAuth account to login to farmers.gov.
After obtaining an eAuth account, producers should visit farmers.gov and sign into the
site’s authenticated portal via the Sign In/Sign Up link at the top right of the website.
Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox or Microsoft Edge are the recommended browsers to
access the feature.

In addition to the self-service features available by logging into farmers.gov, the website
also has ample information on USDA programs, including pandemic assistance, farm
loans, disaster assistance, conservation programs and crop insurance. Recently, USDA
updated the navigation and organization of the site as well as added some new
webpages, including “Get Involved,” “Common Forms,” and “Translations.” Learn more
about these changes.

FSA Implements Set-Aside Loan Provision for
Customers Impacted by COVID-19

Set-Aside Delays Loan Payments for Borrowers

USDA's Farm Service Agency (FSA) will broaden the use of the Disaster Set-Aside (DSA)
loan provision, normally used in the wake of natural disasters, to allow farmers with USDA
farm loans who are affected by COVID-19, and are determined eligible, to have their next
payment set aside. In some cases, FSA may also set aside a second payment for farmers
who have already had one payment set aside because of a prior designated disaster.

FSA direct loan borrowers will receive a letter with the details of the expanded Disaster
Set-Aside authorities, which includes the possible set-aside of annual operating loans, as
well as explanations of the additional loan servicing options that are available. To discuss
or request a loan payment Set-Aside, borrowers should call or email the farm loan staff at
their local FSA county office.

The set-aside payment’s due date is moved to the final maturity date of the loan or
extended up to twelve months in the case of an annual operating loan. Any principal set-
aside will continue to accrue interest until it is repaid. This aims to improve the borrower’s
cashflow in the current production cycle.

FSA previously announced it was relaxing the loan-making process and adding flexibilities
for servicing direct and guaranteed loans to provide credit to producers in need. Direct
loan applicants and borrowers are encouraged to contact their local FSA county office to
discuss loan making and servicing flexibilities and other needs or concerns. Customers



participating in FSA's guaranteed loan programs are encouraged to contact their lender.
Information on these flexibilities, and office contact information, can be found
on farmers.gov/coronavirus.

FSA will be accepting most forms and applications by facsimile or electronic signature.
Some services are also available online to customers with an eAuth account, which
provides access to the farmers.gov portal where producers can view USDA farm loan
information and certain program applications and payments. Customers can track
payments, report completed practices, request conservation assistance and electronically
sign documents. Customers who do not already have an eAuth account can enroll

at farmers.gov/sign-in.

Implementing Fire Management on CRP Acres

FSA encourages you to be proactive in preventing the spread of wildfire. If you participate
in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), you are responsible for fire management on
your CRP acreage. The goal is to suppress the amount of fuel in the event of a wildfire
while still promoting the diversity of the conservation cover.

One fire management practice includes installing firebreaks, which should be included in
the contract support document and installed according to NRCS firebreak

standards. Barren firebreaks will only be allowed in high risk areas, such as transportation
corridors, rural communities, and adjacent farmsteads. A conservationist must certify that
there will not be an erosion hazard from the barren firebreak. If erosion becomes a
problem, remedial action will be taken.

You must complete the necessary management activities outside of the Primary Nesting
Season. In Missouri, the Primary Nesting Season is May 1st through July 15th.
Remember that Fireguard technical practices should be outlined in your Conservation
Plan of Operations (CPO).

Environmental Review Required Before Project
Implementation

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all
potential environmental impacts for federally funded projects before the project is
approved.

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be
completed before actions are approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance.
These programs include, but are not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program
(ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program and farm loans. If project
implementation begins before FSA has completed an environmental review, the request
will be denied. Although there are exceptions regarding the Stafford Act and emergencies,
it's important to wait until you receive written approval of your project proposal before
starting any actions.



Applications cannot be approved until FSA has copies of all permits and plans. Contact
your local FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level of
environmental review is required for your program application so that it can be completed
timely.

Report Banking Changes to FSA

Farm Service Agency (FSA) program payments are issued electronically into your bank
account. In order to receive timely payments, you need to notify your FSA servicing office
if you close your account or if your bank information is changed for any reason (such as
your financial institution merging or being purchased). Payments can be delayed if FSA is
not notified of changes to account and bank routing numbers.

For some programs, payments are not made until the following year. For example,
payments for crop year 2019 through the Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss
Coverage program aren’t paid until 2020. If the bank account was closed due to the death
of an individual or dissolution of an entity or partnership before the payment was issued,
please notify your local FSA office as soon as possible to claim your payment.

Can Family-Owned Forests Help the U.S.
Achieve a Low-Carbon Future?

A USDA Conservation Innovation Grant (CIG) project is trying to reimagine how carbon
markets can work with and for small landholders. The Family Forest Carbon Program
(FFCP), led by the American Forest Foundation (AFF) and The Nature Conservancy,
bases carbon payments on specific forest management practices that have been
scientifically shown to increase the amount of carbon that gets removed from the
atmosphere and stored in the trees and soil. The project’s goal is to facilitate the
participation of nearly 300 million acres of family-owned American forests in carbon
markets.

While the FFCP is still in its early stages, it has been successfully piloted in the Central
Appalachian Region. The program has about 50 contracts with landowners, representing
over 6,000 acres of forested land. This led to more funding, with the tech giant Amazon
gifting about $7.5 million to the project in April 2020. According to the AFF, if 20% of U.S.
family forest acres adopted practices that optimized carbon sequestration, about 3.5
gigatons of carbon dioxide equivalent would be sequestered by the end of the century.

CIG is a competitive program that supports the development of new tools, approaches,
practices, and technologies to further natural resource conservation on private lands.
Through creative problem solving and innovation, CIG partners work to address our
nation's water quality, air quality, soil health and wildlife habitat challenges, all while
improving agricultural operations.

For more details on how USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service is working with
landholders to promote natural climate solutions, view the Can Family-Owned Forests
Help the U.S. Achieve a Low-Carbon Future page.




5 Million Acres in Conservation Easements

NRCS has reached an impressive new milestone: enough acres in easements to fill the
state of New Jersey. The 5 million acres have been enrolled across all the conservation
easement programs offered by NRCS over the past 28 years.

Farmers, ranchers, and private landowners who enroll their acres in conservation
easements ensure protection of sensitive lands, support wildlife, and confront challenges
like climate change.

Currently, NRCS offers conservation easements through the Agricultural Conservation
Easement Program (ACEP), which helps landowners, land trusts, and other entities
protect, restore, and enhance wetlands, grasslands, and working farms and ranches
through conservation easements.

By the Numbers

5 Million acres enrolled in conservation easements

» 2.8 Million acres in wetland easements
+ 1.9 million acres in agricultural easements, including grassland easements

¢ 110,000 acres enrolled in FY 2021

28 years of conservation easements.

Enrolling in Easements

Farmers, ranchers, and private foresters looking to enroll farmland, grasslands, or
wetlands in a conservation easement may submit proposals to the NRCS state office to
acquire conservation easements on eligible land. To enroll land through wetland reserve
easements, landowners should contact their local USDA Service Center.

USDA offers a variety of conservation programs that provide help to plan and implement
conservation practices on farms, ranches or forests. Learn more about putting
conservation to work through our_Conservation at Work video series.

USDA Updates Conservation Provisions for
Highly Erodible Land and Wetlands

USDA published its final rule on determining whether land is considered highly erodible or
a wetland, integrating input from the public and making updates in accordance with the
2018 Farm Bill. This final rule follows a focused effort by USDA’s Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) to improve consistency and use of science in making
determinations.

To be eligible for most USDA programs, producers must be conservation compliant with
the highly erodible land and wetland provisions. These provisions aim to reduce soil loss
on erosion-prone lands and to protect wetlands for the multiple benefits they provide.

The final rule was made available for public inspection today, and it will be published
tomorrow in the Federal Register. This follows an interim final rule published Dec. 7, 2018.



This final rule confirms most of the changes made by the December 2018 interim final rule
and makes these additional updates:

1. Adding the requirement of the 2018 Farm Bill that USDA will make a reasonable
effort to include the affected person in an on-site investigation conducted prior to
making a wetland violation technical determination.

2. Further clarifying how wetland hydrology is identified for farmed wetlands and
farmed wetland pasture.

3. Adding clarification to the consideration of best-drained condition for wetland
hydrology in keeping with the definition of prior converted cropland.

4. Relocating the provision that wetland determinations can be done on a tract, field,
or sub-field basis in order to improve clarity.

NRCS has recently updated its conservation compliance webpages, adding highly
erodible land and wetland determination resources for agricultural producers by state.
Learn more about conservation compliance on the NRCS website.

Conservation at Work Video Series

A new video series from NRCS and farmers.gov, Conservation at Work, presents short
and easy to understand videos about popular conservation practices. These videos
feature producers explaining how an individual practice helps their land and why they are
using it.

The videos shine the spotlight on farmers, ranchers, and forestland owners from across
the U.S. who explain why they’ve implemented the conservation practices and how they
work on their land. They also provide insight into how each practice is helping them
protect and improve resources and save time and money.

The first 15 videos cover:

+ Brush Management
« Cover Crop

« Forest Stand Improvement
« Grade Stabilization

« Grassed Waterway

« High Tunnel

« NoTill

» Nutrient Management
« Prescribed Grazing

« Pumping Station

e Sprinkler System

o Trails and Walkways

« Waste Storage



« Water & Sediment Control Basin

+« Wetland Restoration

The Conservation at Work video series can be found
at farmers.gov/conserve/conservationatwork.

FSA Outlines MAL and LDP Policy

The 2018 Farm Bill extends loan authority through 2023 for Marketing Assistance Loans
(MALs) and Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs).

MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for wheat, feed grains,
soybeans, and other oilseeds, pulse crops, rice, peanuts, cotton, wool and honey. MALs
provide you with interim financing after harvest to help you meet cash flow needs without
having to sell your commodities when market prices are typically at harvest-time lows. A
producer who is eligible to obtain a loan, but agrees to forgo the loan, may obtain an LDP
if such a payment is available. Marketing loan provisions and LDPs are not available for
sugar and extra-long staple cotton.

FSA is now accepting requests for 2021 MALs and LDPs for all eligible commodities after
harvest. Requests for loans and LDPs shall be made on or before the final availability date
for the respective commodities.

Commodity certificates are available to loan holders who have outstanding nonrecourse
loans for wheat, upland cotton, rice, feed grains, pulse crops (dry peas, lentils, large and
small chickpeas), peanuts, wool, soybeans and designated minor oilseeds. These
certificates can be purchased at the posted county price (or adjusted world price or
national posted price) for the quantity of commodity under loan, and must be immediately
exchanged for the collateral, satisfying the loan. MALs redeemed with commodity
certificates are not subject to Adjusted Gross Income provisions.

To be considered eligible for an LDP, you must have form CCC-633EZ, Page 1 on file at
your local FSA Office before losing beneficial interest in the crop. Pages 2, 3 or 4 of the
form must be submitted when payment is requested.

Marketing loan gains (MLGs) and loan deficiency payments (LDPs) are no longer subject
to payment limitations, actively engaged in farming and cash-rent tenant rules.

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions state that if your total applicable three-year
average AGI exceeds $900,000, then you're not eligible to receive an MLG or LDP. You
must have a valid CCC-941 on file to earn a market gain of LDP. The AGI does not apply
to MALs redeemed with commodity certificate exchange.

For more information and additional eligibility requirements, contact your Local County
USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Maintaining the Quality of Farm-Stored Loan
Grain



Bins are ideally designed to hold a level volume of grain. When bins are overfilled and
grain is heaped up, airflow is hindered and the chance of spoilage increases.

If you take out marketing assistance loans and use the farm-stored grain as collateral,
remember that you are responsible for maintaining the quality of the grain through the
term of the loan.

Unauthorized Disposition of Grain Results in
Financial Penalties

If loan grain has been disposed of through feeding, selling or any other form of disposal
without prior written authorization from the county office staff, it is considered unauthorized
disposition. The financial penalties for unauthorized dispositions are severe and your
name will be placed on a loan violation list for a two-year period. Always call before you
haul any grain under loan.

Applying for Farm Storage Facility Loans

The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides
low-interest financing to help you build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase
portable (new or used) structures, equipment and storage and handling trucks.

Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat,
barley, minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry
peas), hay, honey, renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage
facilities, floriculture, hops, maple sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry
(unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture (excluding systems that maintain live animals
through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified facilities include grain bins, hay barns
and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement, loans
between $50,000 and $100,000 may require additional security, and loans exceeding
$100,000 require additional security.

You do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The
loans are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and
mid-sized businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets,
non-traditional farm products, and underserved producers.

For more information, contact your Local County USDA Service Center or
visit fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport.

USDA Accepting Applications to Help Cover
Costs for Organic Certification

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that organic producers and handlers can
apply for USDA funds to assist with the cost of receiving and maintaining organic



certification through the Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP). Applications
for eligible certification expenses paid between Oct. 1, 2020, and Sept. 30, 2021, are due
Nov. 1, 2021.

OCCSP provides cost-share assistance to producers and handlers of agricultural products
for the costs of obtaining or maintaining organic certification under the USDA’s National
Organic Program. Eligible producers include any certified producers or handlers who have
paid organic certification fees to a USDA-accredited certifying agent. Producers

can be reimbursed for expenses including application fees, inspection costs, fees related
to equivalency agreement and arrangement requirements, travel expenses for inspectors,
user fees, sales assessments and postage.

For 2021, OCCSP will reimburse 50 percent of a certified operation’s allowable
certification costs, up to a maximum of $500 for each of the following categories or
“scopes:”

e Crops

« wild crops

o livestock

« processing/handling

« State organic program fees.

Organic farmers and ranchers may apply through an FSA county office or a participating
state agency.

More Information

To learn more about organic certification cost share, please visit the OCCSP
webpage, visit usda.gov/organic, or contact your local USDA Service Center.
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