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USDA Farm Service Nominations Open June 15 for the 2017 County

Agency - Montana Committee Elections

P.O. Box 670

Bozeman, MT 59771 The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA)
Phone: 406.587.6872 encourages all farmers, ranchers, and FSA program participants to take part
Fax: 855.546.0264 in the Name County Committee election nomination process which opens
Web: www.fsa.usda.gov/imt  jyne 15.

Acting State Executive FSA’s county committees are a critical component of the day-to-day
Director: operations of FSA and allow grassroots input and local administration of
Amy Webbink federal farm programs.

State Committee: Committees are comprised of locally elected agricultural producers

Steve Carney, Chair responsible for the fair and equitable administration of FSA farm programs in
Floyd Dahlman their counties. Committee members are accountable to the Secretary of
Kelly Flaherty-Settle Agriculture. If elected, members become part of a local decision making and
Anita Matt farm program delivery process.

Patricia Quisno
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Reasonable A county committee is composed of three to 11 elected members from local
Accommodations: administrative areas (LAA). Each member serves a three-year term. One-
People with disabilities who  third of the seats on these committees are open for election each

require accommodations to  year. County committees may have one or more appointed advisors to
participate in FSA programs further represent the local interests of underserved farmers and

and/or events should contact ranchers. Underserved producers are beginning, women and other minority
the County Executive farmers and ranchers and land owners and/or operators who have limited
Director in the FSA Office in  resources. Other minority groups including Native American and Alaska

your area or Federal Relay  Natives; persons under the poverty level, and persons that have disabilities
Service at 1-800-877-8339.  are also considered underserved.

Alternatively, you may

contact Montana FSA Civil  All nomination forms for the 2017 election must be postmarked or received in
Rights Coordinator Jennifer  the local USDA service center by Aug. 1, 2017. For more information on FSA
Cole at (406) 654.1333, ext. county committee elections and appointments, refer to the FSA fact

117 or

sheet: Eligibility to Vote and Hold Office as a COC Member available online

jennifer.cole@mt.usda.gov.  at: www.fsa.usda.gov/elections.

2017 Montana County Committee Election
Areas Open for Nomination

The following links provides the listing of areas in Montana that are open for
nomination this year, the nomination form and election website:

e Click here to view this year's Montana LAAs (map and description by
County)

e 2017 FSA-669A Nomination Form

e FSA County Committee Election Website

2017 Acreage Reporting/Crop Certification Deadline: July 17

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers, including livestock
producers, are encouraged to visit their local FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the
applicable deadline.

The 2017 Acreage Reporting/Crop Certification Deadline is Mon., July 17, 2017 for Spring Seeded Alfalfa
Seed, Forage Seeding, Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), Fruit (except cherries), Vegetables,
Christmas Trees, and all Spring-Seeded Crops and any other crops not required to be reported by
previously announced deadlines.

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:

If the crop has not been planted by the applicable acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be
reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

If a producer acquires additional acreage after the applicable acreage reporting date, then the
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the lease.
Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.

If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” “left
standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th. Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting date for NAP
covered crops is the earlier of the applicable dates or 15 calendar days before grazing or harvesting
of the crop begins.

Important reminder: A “Final” crop reporting date was established which is the crop’s subsequent year’s
acreage reporting date. If a crop report is not submitted by the subsequent year’s reporting date, or “Final”
acreage reporting date, the acreage report cannot be considered acceptable and producers will not receive
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planting credit for the crop nor will the crop be eligible for any FSA program benefits for the applicable
program year.

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local FSA office.

Reporting Organic Crops

Producers who want to use the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) organic price and
selected the "organic" option on their NAP application must report their crops as organic.

When certifying organic acres, the buffer zone acreage must be included in the organic acreage.

Producers must also provide a current organic plan, organic certificate or documentation from a certifying
agent indicating an organic plan is in effect. Documentation must include:

name of certified individuals

address

telephone number

effective date of certification

certificate number

list of commodities certified

name and address of certifying agent

a map showing the specific location of each field of certified organic, including the buffer zone
acreage

Certification exemptions are available for producers whose annual gross agricultural income from organic
sales totals $5,000 or less. Although exempt growers are not required to provide a written certificate, they
are still required to provide a map showing the specific location of each field of certified organic, transitional
and buffer zone acreage.

For questions about reporting organic crops, contact your local FSA office. To find your local office, visit
http://offices.usda.gov.

Filing for 2017 NAP Losses

The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, documents a producer’s loss or damage to a crop or commodity due to an
eligible cause of loss, as well as failed acreage and prevented planting. A CCC-576, Notice of Loss must
be provided for prevented planting claims, within 15 calendar days after the final planting date established
for the crop, and for low yield claims, the earlier of:

e 15 calendar days after the disaster occurrence or date of loss or damage to the crop first becomes
apparent
e 15 calendar days after the normal harvest date established for the crop.

Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for all crops including grasses. For losses on crops covered by the
Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and crop insurance, you must file a CCC-576, Notice
of Loss, in the FSA County Office by the dates previously mentioned.

For more information, contact the local FSA office. Online NAP resources are available at
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/noninsured-crop-disaster-
assistance/index
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Document the Drought: USDA U.S. Drought Monitor Offers
Producers a Voice to Report Drought Impacts

The U.S. Drought Monitor’s reporting feature offers producers an opportunity to submit drought impact and
condition reports.

The USDA, in partnership with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the University of
Nebraska in Lincoln, produced the U.S. Drought Monitor to include a reporting feature that allows producers
to report local drought impacts and conditions.

The report allows producers to:

Provide a written description of drought impacts on livelihood, activities, etc.;

Select categories to show losses and gains as a result of the drought;

Report on the duration of drought event;

Select Affected Places — geographic areas ranging from an entire state to a small area within a
state;

Submit images that document the drought and its impact;

e Provide contact information (includes an option to keep information confidential).

The reporting tool for producers to record the effects of the drought can be accessed at the following link:
http://droughtreporter.unl.edu/submitreport/

More information including state specific drought impact maps can be found on the U. S. Drought Monitor
homepage: http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Home.aspx

Ongoing FSA Notice of Loss Requirements

Montana farmers and ranchers are reminded to timely report all crop and livestock losses to your local FSA
office. For any questions, please contact your local FSA office.

NAP — Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program: Submit Notice of Loss within 15 calendar days of
the earlier of a natural disaster occurrence, the final planting date if planting is prevented by a natural
disaster, the date that damage to the crop or loss of production becomes apparent; or the normal harvest
date.

ELAP — Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program: Submit
Notice of Loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent or Nov. 1st after the end of the
program year in which the loss occurred.

LIP - Livestock Indemnity Program: Submit Notice of Loss within 30 calendar days of when the loss is
apparent. File an Application for payment and supporting documentation no later than 90 days after the
calendar year in which the loss occurred.

TAP - Tree Assistance Program: Final Date to Submit an Application and Supporting Documentation is
the later of 90 calendar days of the disaster event or the date when the loss is apparent

Visit FSA's national disaster assistance website at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-
services/disaster-assistance-program/index and ESA's program factsheets page at
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-room/fact-sheets/index.

CRP Primary Nesting Season: May 15 to July 15

All Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) maintenance activities, such as mowing, burning, disking and
spraying, must be conducted outside the primary nesting season for wildlife, which for Montana is May 15
through July 15. However, spot treatment of the acreage may be allowed during the primary nesting season
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if, left untreated, the weeds, insects or undesirable species would adversely impact the approved cover. In
this instance, spot treatment is limited to the affected areas in the field and requires County Committee
approval prior to beginning the spot treatment. The County Committee will consult with NRCS to determine
if such activities are needed to maintain the approved cover. Annual mowing of CRP for generic weed
control, or for cosmetic purposes, is prohibited at all times.

CRP Managed Haying and Routine Grazing of all CRP contracts must be conducted outside of the primary
nesting season and require COC approval prior to beginning the haying and grazing activities.

CRP Grassland Contracts may be grazed during the primary nesting season as long as this activity has
been included in the Conservation Plan for that contract. Haying of CRP Grassland contracts must be
conducted outside of the primary nesting season.

2017 Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) & Price Loss Coverage
(PLC) Enrollment Period Continues: Aug. 1 Deadline

Producers on farms with base acres under the safety net programs established by the 2014 Farm Bill,
known as the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, have until Aug. 1,
2017 to sign contracts with FSA and enroll for the 2017 crop year. The enroliment deadline is Aug. 1, 2017.

Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-year, producers on the farm must enroll by
signing a contract each program year.

If a farm is not enrolled during the 2017 enrollment period, the producers on that farm will not be eligible for
financial assistance from the ARC or PLC programs for the 2017 crop should crop prices or farm revenues
fall below the historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program. Producers who made
their elections in 2015 must still enroll during the 2017 enrollment period.

The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to agricultural
producers when there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered commaodities. Covered
commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum,
lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium grain rice (which includes
short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. Upland cotton is
no longer a covered commaodity. For more details regarding these programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-

plc.

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA office,
visit http://offices.usda.gov.

Emergency Loans — Disaster Designations in Montana

FSA’s Emergency Loan Program is available for agricultural producers in counties designated as primary or
contiguous natural disaster areas. See map below of current Disaster Designations in Montana by County.
Contact your local FSA office for specific designations in your area and time frames to apply. Eligible
producers have eight months from the date of the disaster designation to apply for low-interest emergency
loans to 1.) restore or replace essential property; 2.) pay all or part of production costs associated with the
disaster year; 3.) pay essential family living expenses; or 4.) refinance certain debts, excluding real estate.
Producers interested in applying for an emergency loan, or other FLP loans, should contact their local FSA
office to set up an appointment with the Farm Loan Program staff serving your area.

Current Disaster Designations in Montana - (by county)

Emergency Loan Factsheet (pdf)
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Organic Certification Cost Share Program

The Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP) provides cost share assistance to producers and
handlers of agricultural products who are obtaining or renewing their certification under the National Organic
Program (NOP). Certified operations may receive up to 75 percent of their certification costs paid from Oct.
1, 2016, through Sept. 30, 2017, not to exceed $750 per certification scope.

Eligible costs include application fees, inspection costs, fees related to equivalency agreement/arrangement
requirements, travel/per diem for inspectors, user fees, sales assessments and postage.

Ineligible costs include equipment, materials, supplies, transitional certification fees, late fees and
inspections necessary to address National Organic Program regulatory violations.

Producers and handlers may submit OCCSP applications to FSA county offices or they may apply through
participating State Agencies, which will be listed at https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-
services/occspl/index as their agreements to administer the program are finalized.

The FSA OCCSP application form is available at USDA's eForms site, by selecting "Browse forms" and
entering "OCCSP" in the "title or keywords" field on the search page.

To learn more about organic certification cost share, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/organic or contact a local FSA
office by visiting http://offices.usda.gov.

Upcoming Farm Service Agency Dates and Deadlines

e May 15 to July 15: Montana Primary Nesting Season

May 31: Final availability date for Loans and LDPs for Corn, Dry Peas, Grain Sorghum, Lentils,

Mustard Seed, Rice, Safflower Seed, Chickpeas, Soybeans and Sunflower Seed

June 15: 2017 FSA County Committee Election Nomination Period Begins

July 15: Last day of Montana Primary Nesting Season

July 16: 2017 CRP Summer/Fall Grazing Period Begins (with prior written approval)

July 16: 2017 CRP Managed Harvesting Period Begins (with prior written approval)

July 17: 2017 Acreage Reporting Deadline for Spring Seeded Alfalfa Seed, Forage Seeding,

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), Fruit (except cherries), Vegetables, Christmas Trees, all

Spring-Seeded Crops and all other crops not required to be reported by previously announced

deadlines

e July 17: 2016 NAP Production Reporting Deadline for certain NAP crops

e July 17: Deadline to submit 2016 Certified Yields for ARC-IC

Aug. 1: Deadline for 2017 Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) & Price Loss Coverage (PLC)

Enrollment

Aug. 1: 2017 FSA County Committee Election Nomination Period Deadline

Aug. 1: Last day to request FY 2017 farm reconstitutions on ARC & PLC farms

Aug. 1: Last day to request farm transfers for FY 2017

Sept. 1: 2018 NAP Application Closing Date Value-Loss Crops such as nursery, Christmas trees,

grass sod, ginseng, aquaculture, floriculture, root stock sets and mushrooms.

Sept. 13: 2017 CRP Summer/Fall Grazing Period Ends

e Sept. 30: 2017 CRP Managed Harvesting Period Ends

e Oct. 2: 2018 NAP Application Closing Date for Annual Fall-Seeded Crops, Perennial Forage and
Grazing, Mixed Forage Crops including spring seeded annual types of mixed forage, Rye, Speltz,
Triticale, Wheat and Garlic

e Nov. 15: 2018 Acreage Reporting Deadline for Apiculture, Perennial Forage, Pasture, Rangeland,
Forage (PRF) including native grass, fall wheat (Hard Red Winter), and all other fall-seeded small
grains

e Nov. 15: Final 2017 Acreage Reporting Deadline for Apiculture, Perennial Forage, Pasture,
Rangeland, Forage (PRF) including native grass, fall wheat (Hard Red Winter), and all other fall-
seeded small grains
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Montana USDA Office Directories and Websites

Directories:

Online Directory of FSA Offices in Montana
e PDF of Montana FSA Directory
e PDF of Montana USDA Directory

Online Resource Links:

FSA Factsheets Website

FSA Disaster Programs

FSA Farm Loan Programs

ESA Conservation Programs

FESA Price Support Programs

FSA ARC-PLC Programs

FSA Organic Certification Cost-Share Program
FSA Enerqgy Programs

USDA: https://www.usda.gov/

New Farmers: https://newfarmers.usda.qov/

FSA Policy Reminders:

e 2017 Annual Notification (pdf)

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave.,
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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