
May 2019 
 
Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page. 

• From the State Executive Director 
• Disaster Program Notice of Loss Requirements 
• Montana FSA Dates and Deadlines 
• USDA Announces Buy-Up Coverage Availability, New Service Fees for Noninsured Crop Coverage Policies  
• USDA Fruit, Nut, Vegetable and Wild Rice Planting Rules Unchanged from Previous Farm Bill 
• CRP Management Reminder 
• FSA Maps - 2019 Acreage Reporting/Crop Certification Deadline 
• Acreage Crop Reporting Streamlining Initiative (ACRSI) 
• Reporting Solar Panels Constructed on Cropland 
• Reporting Wind Turbines Constructed on Cropland 
• Opportunity to Request a Referendum: Soybean Promotion, Research, and Information Program  
• USDA Announces New Decision Tool for New Dairy Margin Coverage Program  
• USDA Announces February Income over Feed Cost Margin Triggers Second 2019 Dairy Safety Net Payment 
• Higher Loan Limits Now Available on USDA Farm Loans 
• Storage and Handling Trucks Eligible for Farm Storage Facility Loans 
• Document the Drought: USDA U.S. Drought Monitor Offers Producers a Voice to Report Drought Impacts 
• Environmental Review Required Before Project Implementation  
• How to Sign-up for Text Alerts from Montana FSA 

 

Montana FSA: May 2019 Newsletter 
 

USDA Farm Service 
Agency – Montana 

P.O. Box 670 
Bozeman, MT 59771  
 
Phone: 406.587.6872 
Fax: 855.546.0264 
Web: www.fsa.usda.gov/mt 

State Executive Director: 
Mike Foster  
 
State Committee: 
Carl Mattson, Chair (Chester) 
Joe Dooling (Helena) 
Chaley Harney (Billings) 
Liane Johnson (Cut Bank) 
Bruce Tutvedt (Kalispell) 

Directories: 

Online Directory of FSA 
Offices in Montana  

PDF of Montana FSA 
Directory 

From the State Executive Director 
Springtime is very busy for Montana farmers and ranchers. It's also time for 2019 crop 
certification/acreage reporting. Contact your local FSA office ASAP to complete your 
maps and acreage reports no later than July 15. USDA recently announced the 
deadline for buy-up coverage for the 2019 Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) authorized by the 2018 Farm Bill. NAP producers interested in buy-up 
coverage should contact your local FSA office ASAP and no later than May 24. More 
details are outlined in this newsletter. 

Take note of the ongoing notice of loss requirements for disaster programs and the 
upcoming program dates and deadlines. FSA will notify you here of any additional 
deadlines as they are announced. 

FSA offices across Montana look forward to serving you! We wish you a productive and 
joyous spring season. 

Sincerely, 
Mike Foster 

 
Disaster Program Notice of Loss Requirements 
It’s important for agricultural producers to report losses immediately as all disaster 
programs are dependent on the timely reporting of loss. A notice of loss can be filed via 
phone, email, fax or in-person office visit. 
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http://www.fsa.usda.gov/mt
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Special Accommodations: 

Special accommodations will 
be made upon request for 
individuals with disabilities, 
vision impairment or hearing 
impairment. If 
accommodations are 
required, individuals should 
contact the county FSA office 
directly or by phone or 
the Federal Relay Service at 
1-800-877-8339. Alternatively, 
you may contact Montana 
FSA Civil Rights Coordinator 
Jennifer Cole at (406) 
654.1333, ext. 117 or 
jennifer.cole@usda.gov. 

• ELAP – Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-
Raised Fish Program: Submit Notice of Loss the earlier of 30 calendar days 
of when the loss is apparent or Nov. 1st after the end of the program year in 
which the loss occurred. 

• LIP - Livestock Indemnity Program: Submit Notice of Loss within 30 calendar 
days of when the loss is apparent. 

• NAP – Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program: Submit Notice of 
Loss within 15 calendar days of the earlier of a natural disaster occurrence, the 
final planting date if planting is prevented by a natural disaster, the date that 
damage to the crop or loss of production becomes apparent; or the normal 
harvest date. Note: A producer’s signature is required on form CCC-576 when 
a Notice of Loss is submitted. 

• TAP - Tree Assistance Program: Final Date to Submit an Application and 
Supporting Documentation is the later of 90 calendar days of the disaster event 
or the date when the loss is apparent 

 

 
Montana FSA Dates and Deadlines 
Contact your local FSA office for assistance and with any questions. 

March 16 to May 14: 2019 Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Spring Managed Grazing Period (prior approval 
required) 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) producers with 2019 Perennial Forage intended for mechanical 
harvest or grazing are required to report their crop acreage 15 calendar days before the onset of harvest or grazing of 
the specific crop acreage. NAP producers are encouraged to report perennial forage acreage by April 15. 

May 17: Final day to certify 2018 production for the Market Facilitation Program for producers of corn, cotton, sorghum, 
soybeans, wheat, dairy, hogs, fresh sweet cherries and shelled almonds (Extended from May 1) 

May 24: NAP producers have a one-time opportunity until May 24, 2019 to obtain buy-up coverage for 2019 or 2020 
eligible crops for which the NAP application closing date has passed. 

May 31: Final availability date for Loans and LDPs for Corn, Dry Peas, Grain Sorghum, Lentils, Mustard Seed, Rice, 
Safflower Seed, Chickpeas, Soybeans and Sunflower Seed 

June 14 to Aug. 1: Nomination Period for 2019 FSA County Committee Elections 

July 15: 2019 Acreage/Crop Reporting Deadline for Spring Seeded Alfalfa Seed, Forage Seeding, CRP, Perennial 
Forage not covered under NAP, and all other crops not required to be reported by a previous reporting date. Please 
note that this is the final date that FSA can accept late-filed 2018 crop reports for these crops.  

July 15: Deadline to submit 2018 Individual Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC-IC) Production Sheets (CCC-863) 

July 16 to Sept. 13: 2019 CRP Summer/Fall Managed Harvesting Period (prior approval required) 

Aug. 1: Deadline to request a farm reconstitution for 2019 
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Sept. 1: 2020 NAP Application for Coverage Deadline for Value-Loss Crops such as Nursery, Christmas Trees, Grass 
Sod, Ginseng, Aquaculture, Floriculture, Root Stock Sets & Mushrooms 

Sept. 30: 2020 NAP Application for Coverage Deadline for Annual Fall-Seeded Crops, Perennial Forage and Grazing, 
Mixed Forage Crops (including spring seeded annual types of mixed forage, Rye, Speltz, Triticale, Wheat and Garlic 

 
USDA Announces Buy-Up Coverage Availability, New Service Fees for 
Noninsured Crop Coverage Policies  
Deadline to Apply for Buy-Up Coverage is May 24 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency has announced that higher levels of coverage are being offered through the Noninsured 
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), a popular safety net program. The 2018 Farm Bill also increased service fees 
and made other changes to the program, including service fee waivers for qualified military veterans interested in 
obtaining NAP coverage.   

“When other insurance coverage is not an option, NAP is a valuable risk mitigation tool for farmers and ranchers,” said 
FSA Administrator Richard Fordyce. “In agriculture, losses from natural disasters are a matter of when, not if, and 
having a NAP policy provides a little peace of mind.”  

NAP provides financial assistance to producers of commercial crops for which insurance coverage is not available in 
order to protect against natural disasters that result in lower yields or crop losses, or prevent crop planting.     

NAP Buy-Up Coverage Option  

The 2018 Farm Bill reinstates higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected production in 5 percent 
increments, at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers of organics and crops marketed directly to 
consumers also may exercise the “buy-up” option to obtain NAP coverage of 100 percent of the average market price at 
the coverage levels of between 50 and 65 percent of expected production. NAP basic coverage is available at 55 
percent of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent of expected production.     

Producers have a one-time opportunity until May 24, 2019, to obtain buy-up coverage for 2019 or 2020 eligible crops for 
which the NAP application closing date has passed.     

Buy-up coverage is not available for crops intended for grazing.  

NAP Service Fees  

For all coverage levels, the new NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per producer per county, not to 
exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties.  These amounts reflect a $75 service 
fee increase for crop, county or multi-county coverage.  The fee increases apply to obtaining NAP coverage on crops on 
or after April 8, 2019.  

NAP Enhancements for Qualified Military Veterans  

The 2018 Farm Bill NAP amendments specify that qualified veteran farmers or ranchers are now eligible for a service 
fee waiver and premium reduction, if the NAP applicant meets certain eligibility criteria.   

Beginning, limited resource and targeted underserved farmers or ranchers remain eligible for a waiver of NAP service 
fees and premium reduction when they file form CCC-860, “Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource and Beginning 
Farmer or Rancher Certification.”  

For NAP application, eligibility and related program information, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your local USDA 
Service Center. To find your nearest office, click here. 
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USDA Fruit, Nut, Vegetable and Wild Rice Planting Rules Unchanged from 
Previous Farm Bill 
Farm Service Agency has announced fruit, nut, vegetable and wild rice provisions that affect producers who intend to 
participate in certain programs authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014 as amended by the Agricultural Improvement 
Act of 2018.  

Producers who intend to participate in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs are 
subject to an acre-for-acre payment reduction when fruits and nuts, vegetables or wild rice are planted on the payment 
acres of a farm. Payment reductions do not apply to mung beans, dry peas, lentils or chickpeas. Planting fruits, nuts, 
vegetables or wild rice on acres that are not considered payment acres will not result in a payment reduction.  Farms 
that are eligible to participate in ARC/PLC but are not enrolled for a particular year may plant unlimited fruits, vegetables 
and wild rice for that year but will not receive ARC/PLC payments for that year. Eligibility for succeeding years is not 
affected. 

Planting and harvesting fruits, nuts, vegetables and wild rice on ARC/PLC acreage is subject to the acre-for-acre 
payment reduction when those crops are planted on more than 15 percent of the base acres of a farm enrolled in ARC 
using the county coverage or PLC, or more than 35 percent of the base acres of a farm enrolled in ARC using the 
individual coverage. 

Fruits, nuts, vegetables and wild rice that are planted in a double-cropping practice will not cause a payment reduction if 
the farm is in a double-cropping region as designated by the USDA’s Commodity Credit Corporation. 

 
CRP Management Reminder 
A reminder that the Primary Nesting Season for CRP contracts is May 15 to July 15. No activity can be conducted during 
the Primary Nesting Season unless a written request is reviewed and approved by the County Committee before any 
activity can be completed. This includes spot-weed control and management activities. 

 
FSA Maps - 2019 Acreage Reporting/Crop Certification Deadline 
In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers, including livestock producers, are 
encouraged to visit their local FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline. 
Producers are required to complete and submit their FSA maps as part of the crop certification process. The maps can 
be obtained at the local FSA office. 

The 2019 Acreage Reporting/Crop Certification Deadline is July 15, 2019 for Spring Seeded Alfalfa Seed, Forage 
Seeding, CRP, Perennial Forage not covered under NAP, and all other crops not required to be reported by a 
previous reporting date. These crops must be reported to FSA by July 15, 2019, to be considered timely filed in order 
to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements. Crops reported after July 15, 2019 may be subject to late-file fees 
that can be substantial depending on the number of acres seeded. 

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the applicable acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no 
later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.  

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the applicable acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be 
reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must 
be provided to the county office. 

Reporting Organic Crops: Producers who want to use the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
organic price and selected the "organic" option on their NAP application must report their crops as organic and provide a 
copy of their current organic plan and recent written certification in effect from a certifying agent. 



Important Reminder: If a crop report is not submitted by the subsequent year’s acreage reporting date (ARD), the 
acreage report cannot be considered acceptable and producers will not receive planting credit for the crop nor will the 
crop be eligible for any FSA program benefits for the applicable program year. 

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, contact your local FSA office. 

 
Acreage Crop Reporting Streamlining Initiative (ACRSI) 
Farmers and ranchers filing crop acreage reports with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) and participating insurance 
providers approved by the Risk Management Agency (RMA) can provide the common information from their acreage 
reports at one office and the information will be electronically shared with the other location. This process is part of the 
USDA Acreage Crop Reporting Streamlining Initiative (ACRSI). 

Producers must still visit both their local FSA office and their insurance provider to validate and sign acreage reports, 
complete maps, or provide program-specific information, including reporting uninsured crops to FSA. The common data 
from the first-filed acreage report will be available to pre-populate and accelerate completion of the second report. 

 
Reporting Solar Panels Constructed on Cropland 
Producers who have solar panels constructed on their farms should notify the local Farm Service Agency office. Any 
area that is no longer considered suitable as cropland (producing annual or perennial crops) should be designated in 
FSA’s records and aerial photography maps. When base acres on a farm are converted to a non-agricultural commercial 
or industrial use, the total base acres on the farm must be reduced accordingly. Non-cropland areas used for solar 
panels might impact payments calculated using base acres, such as Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss 
Coverage (PLC) and Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) annual rental payments. 

 
Reporting Wind Turbines Constructed on Cropland 
Producers who have wind turbines constructed on their farms should notify the local Farm Service Agency office. Any 
area that is no longer considered suitable as cropland (producing annual or perennial crops) should be designated in 
FSA’s records and aerial photography maps. When base acres on a farm are converted to a non-agricultural commercial 
or industrial use, the total base acres on the farm must be reduced accordingly. Non-cropland areas used for wind 
turbines might impact payments calculated using base acres, such as Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss 
Coverage (PLC) and Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) annual rental payments. 

 
Opportunity to Request a Referendum: Soybean Promotion, Research, 
and Information Program  
The USDA Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) announced that soybean producers may request a referendum on the 
Soybean Promotion and Research Order, as authorized under the Soybean Promotion, Research, and Consumer 
Information Act. Participation in the Request for Referendum is voluntary, and producers should only participate if they 
wish to request a referendum on the program. 

The results of the Request for Referendum will be published in a notice in the Federal Register. If at least 10 percent of 
eligible producers, as determined by USDA, participate in the Request for Referendum, a referendum will be held within 
one year from that determination. 

Interested soybean producers may request a referendum during a four-week period beginning on May 6 and ending 
May 31, 2019. Form LS-51-1, Soybean Promotion and Research Order Request for Referendum, may be downloaded 
online, or obtained by mail, fax, or in person from Farm Service Agency (FSA) county offices during this time. 

https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/research-promotion/soybean?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/research-promotion/soybean?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Completed forms and supporting documentation must be returned to the appropriate county FSA office by fax or in 
person no later than close of business May 31, 2019, or if returned by mail, must be postmarked by midnight May 31, 
2019, and received in the county FSA office by close of business on June 6, 2019. 

For detailed information, including eligibility, read the full AMS announcement. To find your local office, visit 
www.farmers.gov. 

 
USDA Announces New Decision Tool for New Dairy Margin Coverage 
Program  
USDA announced today the availability of a new web-based tool – developed in partnership with the University of 
Wisconsin – to help dairy producers evaluate various scenarios using different coverage levels through the new Dairy 
Margin Coverage (DMC) program. 

The 2018 Farm Bill authorized DMC, a voluntary risk management program that offers financial protection to dairy 
producers when the difference between the all milk price and the average feed cost (the margin) falls below a certain 
dollar amount selected by the producer. It replaces the program previously known as the Margin Protection Program for 
Dairy. Sign up for this USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) program opens on June 17. 

The University of Wisconsin launched the decision support tool in cooperation with FSA and funded through a 
cooperative agreement with the USDA Office of the Chief Economist. The tool was designed to help producers 
determine the level of coverage under a variety of conditions that will provide them with the strongest financial safety 
net. It allows farmers to simplify their coverage level selection by combining operation data and other key variables to 
calculate coverage needs based on price projections. 

The decision tool assists producers with calculating total premiums costs and administrative fees associated with 
participation in DMC. It also forecasts payments that will be made during the coverage year. 

For more information, access the tool at fsa.usda.gov/dmc-tool. For DMC sign up, eligibility and related program 
information, visit fsa.usda.gov or contact your local USDA Service Center. 

 
USDA Announces February Income over Feed Cost Margin Triggers 
Second 2019 Dairy Safety Net Payment 
Farm Service Agency announced in mid-April that the February 2019 income over feed cost margin was $8.22 per 
hundredweight (cwt.), triggering the second payment for dairy producers who purchase the appropriate level of 
coverage under the new but yet-to-be established Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC) program. 

DMC, which replaces the Margin Protection Program for Dairy, is a voluntary risk management program for dairy 
producers that was authorized by the 2018 Farm Bill. DMC offers protection to dairy producers when the difference 
between the all milk price and the average feed cost (the margin) falls below a certain dollar amount selected by the 
producer. 

Sign up for DMC will open by mid-June of this year. At the time of sign up, producers who elect a DMC coverage 
level between $8.50 and $9.50 would be eligible for a payment for February 2019. 

For example, a dairy operation that chooses to enroll an established production history of 3 million pounds (30,000 cwt.) 
that elects the $9.50 coverage level on 95 percent of production would receive $3,040 for February. 

Sample calculation: 

$9.50 - $8.22 margin = $1.28 difference 
$1.28 x 95 percent of production x 2,500 cwt. (30,000 cwt./12) = $ 3,040 

https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/opportunity-request-referendum-soybean-promotion-research-and-information-program?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-bill/farm-safety-net/dairy-programs/dmc-decision-tool/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-bill/farm-safety-net/dairy-programs/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-bill/farm-safety-net/dairy-programs/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-bill/farm-safety-net/dairy-programs/dmc-decision-tool/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://farmers.gov/service-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


DMC premiums are paid annually. The calculated annual premium for coverage at $9.50 on 95 percent of a 3-million-
pound production history for this example would be $4,275. 

Sample calculation: 

3,000,000 x 95 percent = 2,850,000/100 = 28,500 cwt. x 0.150 premium fee = $4,275. 

The dairy operation in the example calculation will pay $4,275 in total premium payments for all of 2019 and receive 
$6,626.25 in Dairy Margin Coverage payments for January and February combined. Additional payments will be made if 
calculated margins remain below the $9.50/cwt level. 

All participants are also required to pay an annual $100 administrative fee in addition to any premium, and payments will 
be subject to a 6.2% reduction to account for federal sequestration. 

Operations making a one-time election to participate in DMC through 2023 are eligible to receive a 25 percent discount 
on their premium for the existing margin coverage rates. For the example above, this would reduce the annual premium 
by $1,068.75 

On December 20, 2018, President Trump signed into law the 2018 Farm Bill, which provides support, certainty and 
stability to our nation’s farmers, ranchers and land stewards by enhancing farm support programs, improving crop 
insurance, maintaining disaster programs and promoting and supporting voluntary conservation. FSA is committed to 
implementing these changes as quickly and effectively as possible, and today’s updates are part of meeting that goal. 

Additional details about DMC and other Farm Bill program changes can be found at farmers.gov/farmbill. 

 
Higher Loan Limits Now Available on USDA Farm Loans 
2018 Farm Bill Increases Limits, Makes Other Changes to Farm Loans 

Higher limits are now available for borrowers interested in USDA’s farm loans, which help agricultural producers 
purchase farms or cover operating expenses. The 2018 Farm Bill increased the amount that producers can borrow 
through direct and guaranteed loans available through USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) and made changes to other 
loans, such as microloans and emergency loans. 

Key changes include: 

• The Direct Operating Loan limit increased from $300,000 to $400,000, and the Guaranteed Operating Loan limit 
increased from $1.429 million to $1.75 million. Operating loans help producers pay for normal operating 
expenses, including machinery and equipment, seed, livestock feed, and more. 

• The Direct Farm Ownership Loan limit increased from $300,000 to $600,000, and the Guaranteed Farm 
Ownership Loan limit increased from $1.429 million to $1.75 million. Farm ownership loans help producers 
become owner-operators of family farms as well as improve and expand current operations. 

• Producers can now receive both a $50,000 Farm Ownership Microloan and a $50,000 Operating Microloan. 
Previously, microloans were limited to a combined $50,000. Microloans provide flexible access to credit for 
small, beginning, niche, and non-traditional farm operations. 

• Producers who previously received debt forgiveness as part of an approved FSA restructuring plan are now 
eligible to apply for emergency loans. Previously, these producers were ineligible. 

• Lenders making loans to beginning and socially disadvantaged producers with FSA guarantees can now receive 
up to a 95 percent guarantee against the loss of principal and interest on a loan, up from 90 percent. 

About Farm Loans 

Direct farm loans, which include microloans and emergency loans, are financed and serviced by FSA, while guaranteed 
farm loans are financed and serviced by commercial lenders. For guaranteed loans, FSA provides a guarantee against 
possible financial loss of principal and interest. 

https://www.farmers.gov/farmbill?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


For more information on FSA farm loans, visit www.fsa.usda.gov or contact your local USDA service center. 

 
Storage and Handling Trucks Eligible for Farm Storage Facility Loans 
Farm Storage Facility Loans (FSFL) provide low-interest financing so producers can build or upgrade facilities to store 
commodities. Some storage and handling trucks are eligible for the FSFL. These include: 

• Cold Storage Trucks: A van or truck designed to carry perishable freight at specific temperatures. Cold storage 
trucks can be ice-cooled or equipped with any variety of mechanical refrigeration systems. 

• Flatbed Trucks: Truck with an open body in the form of a platform with no side walls for easy loading and 
unloading. These trucks can be categorized into different sizes which range from light, medium, or heavy duty, 
compact or full-size, or short and expandable beds. 

• Grain Trucks: A piece of farm equipment specially made to accommodate grain products and are traditionally 
truck chassis units with a mounted grain “dump” body where grain commodities are transported from a field to 
either a grain elevator or a storage bin. 

• Storage Trucks with a Chassis Unit: Commonly referred to as a box truck, box van or straight truck, is a truck 
with a cargo body mounted on the same chassis with the engine and cab. 

To be eligible for FSFL, the storage and handling truck must be less than 15 years old and have a maximum of four 
axles with a gross weight rating of 60,000 pounds or less. Pick-up trucks, semi-trucks, dump trucks, and simple 
insulated and ventilated vans are ineligible for FSFL. 

FSFL for storage and handling trucks must be $100,000 or less. FSFL-financed storage and handling trucks must be 
used for the purpose for which they were acquired for the entire FSFL term. 

Eligible commodities include grains, oilseeds, pulse crops, hay, honey, renewable biomass commodities, fruits and 
vegetables, floriculture, hops, maple sap, milk, cheese, yogurt, butter, eggs, meat/poultry (unprocessed), rye and 
aquaculture. 

For more information or to apply for a FSFL, contact your local FSA Service Center. 

 
Document the Drought: USDA U.S. Drought Monitor Offers Producers a 
Voice to Report Drought Impacts 
The U.S. Drought Monitor’s reporting feature offers producers an opportunity to submit drought impact and condition 
reports. 

The USDA, in partnership with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the University of Nebraska in 
Lincoln, produced the U.S. Drought Monitor to include a reporting feature that allows producers to report local drought 
impacts and conditions. 

The report allows producers to: 

• Provide a written description of drought impacts on livelihood, activities, etc.; 
• Select categories to show losses and gains as a result of the drought; 
• Report on the duration of drought event; 
• Select Affected Places – geographic areas ranging from an entire state to a small area within a state; 
• Submit images that document the drought and its impact; 
• Provide contact information (includes an option to keep information confidential). 

The reporting tool for producers to record the effects of the drought can be accessed at the following link: 
http://droughtreporter.unl.edu/submitreport/ 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwNDE4LjQ5MjAxNjEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTkwNDE4LjQ5MjAxNjEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNzM5MTk1NyZlbWFpbGlkPWplbm5pZmVyLmNvbGVAbXQudXNkYS5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPWplbm5pZmVyLmNvbGVAbXQudXNkYS5nb3YmdGFyZ2V0aWQ9JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&118&&&http://www.fsa.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwNDE4LjQ5MjAxNjEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTkwNDE4LjQ5MjAxNjEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNzM5MTk1NyZlbWFpbGlkPWplbm5pZmVyLmNvbGVAbXQudXNkYS5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPWplbm5pZmVyLmNvbGVAbXQudXNkYS5nb3YmdGFyZ2V0aWQ9JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&119&&&https://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://droughtreporter.unl.edu/submitreport/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


More information including state specific drought impact maps can be found on the U. S. Drought Monitor homepage: 
http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Home.aspx 

 
Environmental Review Required Before Project Implementation  
The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all potential environmental 
impacts for federally-funded projects before the project is approved. 

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed before actions are approved, 
such as site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs include, but are not limited to, the Emergency 
Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program and farm loans. If project implementation 
begins before FSA has completed an environmental review, this will result in a denial of the request. There are 
exceptions regarding the Stafford Act and emergencies. It is important to wait until you receive written approval of your 
project proposal before starting any actions, including, but not limited to, vegetation clearing, site preparation or ground 
disturbance. 

Remember to contact your local FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level of environmental 
review is required for your program application so that it can be completed timely. 

Applications cannot be approved contingent upon the completion of an environmental review. FSA must have copies of 
all permits and plans before an application can be approved. 

 
How to Sign-up for Text Alerts from Montana FSA 
No office? No problem! FSA Now Offers Text Message Alerts Keep up with USDA Farm Service Agency News 

Receive text message alerts from FSA while on-the-go, in the field, on the tractor or even on horseback. Subscribe to 
receive text message alerts on your cell phone and stay updated on: 

• Deadline reminders 
• Program notifications 
• Reporting requirements 
• Local outreach events 

To subscribe to texts from the Montana FSA State Office: Text Montana to FSA-NOW (372-669). 

Want to receive texts from your Montana FSA County Office? 

TO SUBSCRIBE, text your county's keyword (listed below) to FSANOW (372-669). For example, to subscribe to FSA 
texts from Beaverhead County you will text MTBeaverhead to FSA-NOW (372-669). 

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Home.aspx?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


 

Standard text messaging rates apply. Expect to receive no more than two text messages from FSA each month, on 
average. Participants may unsubscribe at any time. Contact your local FSA office to subscribe to the text message alerts 
service. To find your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-
9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 
(Relay voice users). 

 

http://offices.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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