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Keeping Livestock Inventory Records
Livestock inventory records are necessary in the event of a natural
disaster, so remember to keep them updated.

When disasters strike, the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) can
help you if you’ve suffered excessive livestock death losses and
grazing or feed losses due to eligible natural disasters.

To participate in livestock disaster assistance programs, you’ll be
required to provide verifiable documentation of death losses
resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must submit a
notice of loss to you local FSA office within 30 calendar days of
when the loss of livestock is apparent. For grazing or feed losses,
you must submit a notice of loss to your local FSA office within 30
calendar days of when the loss is apparent and should maintain
documentation and receipts.

You should record all pertinent information regarding livestock
inventory records including:
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Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range
of livestock
Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or
purchase receipts;

 

For more information on documentation requirements, contact your
local County USDA Service Center  or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Supervised Credit from FSA
Farm Service Agency (FSA) farm loans are considered supervised
credit. Unlike loans from a commercial lender, FSA loans are
intended to be temporary in nature. Our goal is to help you graduate
to commercial credit, and our farm loan staff is available to help
borrowers through training and credit counseling.

The FSA team will help borrowers identify their goals to ensure
financial success. FSA staff will advise borrowers on developing
strategies and a plan to meet your goals and graduate to
commercial credit. FSA borrowers are responsible for the success of
their farming operation, but FSA staff will help in an advisory role,
providing the tools necessary to help you achieve your operational
goals and manage your finances.

For more information about farm loans, contact your local County
USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

USDA Offers Secure New Options for Signing and Sharing
Documents Online
Farmers and ranchers working with USDA’s Farm Service Agency or Natural Resources Conservation
Service can now sign and share documents online in just a few clicks. By using Box or OneSpan,
producers can digitally complete business transactions without leaving their homes or agricultural
operations. Both services are free, secure, and available for multiple FSA and NRCS programs.

Box is a secure, cloud-based site where FSA or NRCS documents can be managed and shared.
Producers who choose to use Box can create a username and password to access their secure Box
account, where documents can be downloaded, printed, manually signed, scanned, uploaded, and
shared digitally with Service Center staff. This service is available to any FSA or NRCS customer with
access to a mobile device or computer with printer connectivity.

OneSpan is a secure eSignature solution for FSA and NRCS customers. Like Box, no software
downloads or eAuthentication is required for OneSpan. Instead, producers interested in eSignature
through OneSpan can confirm their identity through two-factor authentication using a verification code
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sent to their mobile device or a personalized question and answer. Once identity is confirmed,
documents can be reviewed and e-signed through OneSpan via the producer’s personal email
address. Signed documents immediately become available to the appropriate Service Center staff.

Box and OneSpan are both optional services for customers interested in improved efficiency in signing
and sharing documents with USDA, and they do not replace existing systems using eAuthentication
for digital signature. Instead, these tools provide additional digital options for producers to use when
conducting business with FSA or NRCS.

USDA Service Center staff are available to help producers get started with Box and OneSpan through
a few simple steps. Please visit farmers.gov/service-locator to find your local office and let Service
Center staff know you’re interested in signing and sharing documents through these new features. In
most cases, one quick phone call will be all that is needed to initiate the process.

Visit farmers.gov/mydocs to learn more about Box and OneSpan, steps for getting started, and
additional resources for conducting business with USDA online.

To learn more about program flexibilities and Service Center status during the coronavirus pandemic,
visit farmers.gov/coronavirus.

FSA Outlines MAL and LDP Policy
The 2018 Farm Bill extends loan authority through 2023 for Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) and
Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs).

MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for wheat, feed grains, soybeans, and
other oilseeds, pulse crops, rice, peanuts, cotton, wool and honey. MALs provide you with interim
financing after harvest to help you meet cash flow needs without having to sell your commodities when
market prices are typically at harvest-time lows. A producer who is eligible to obtain a loan, but agrees
to forgo the loan, may obtain an LDP if such a payment is available. Marketing loan provisions and
LDPs are not available for sugar and extra-long staple cotton.

FSA is now accepting requests for 2021 MALs and LDPs for all eligible commodities after harvest.
Requests for loans and LDPs shall be made on or before the final availability date for the respective
commodities.

Commodity certificates are available to loan holders who have outstanding nonrecourse loans for
wheat, upland cotton, rice, feed grains, pulse crops (dry peas, lentils, large and small chickpeas),
peanuts, wool, soybeans and designated minor oilseeds. These certificates can be purchased at the
posted county price (or adjusted world price or national posted price) for the quantity of commodity
under loan, and must be immediately exchanged for the collateral, satisfying the loan. MALs
redeemed with commodity certificates are not subject to Adjusted Gross Income provisions.

To be considered eligible for an LDP, you must have form CCC-633EZ, Page 1 on file at your local
FSA Office before losing beneficial interest in the crop. Pages 2, 3 or 4 of the form must be submitted
when payment is requested.

Marketing loan gains (MLGs) and loan deficiency payments (LDPs) are no longer subject to payment
limitations, actively engaged in farming and cash-rent tenant rules.

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions state that if your total applicable three-year average AGI
exceeds $900,000, then you’re not eligible to receive an MLG or LDP. You must have a valid CCC-941
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on file to earn a market gain of LDP. The AGI does not apply to MALs redeemed with commodity
certificate exchange.

For more information and additional eligibility requirements, contact your local County USDA Service
Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm Ownership
Loans
The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans can help farmers and ranchers
become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current operations, increase agricultural
productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future generations.

There are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular, down payment and joint financing.
FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for smaller financial needs up to $50,000.

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA lends up
to 50 percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of the
property being purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA guarantee. The
maximum loan amount for a joint financing loan is $600,000, and the repayment period for the loan is
up to 40 years.

The operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot be used to
finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility requirements.
Loan applicants are also required to have participated in the business operations of a farm or ranch for
at least three years out of the 10 years prior to the date the application is submitted. The applicant
must show documentation that their participation in the business operation of the farm or ranch was
not solely as a laborer.

For more information about farm loans, contact your local County USDA Service Center or
visit fsa.usda.gov.

Communication is Key in Lending
Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools necessary to
be successful. FSA staff will provide guidance and counsel from the loan application process through
the borrower’s graduation to commercial credit. While it is FSA’s commitment to advise borrowers as
they identify goals and evaluate progress, it is crucial for borrowers to communicate with their farm
loan staff when changes occur. It is the borrower’s responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following:

Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation
Any significant changes to family income or expenses
The development of problem situations
Any losses or proposed significant changes in security

If a farm loan borrower can’t make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on time, contact your
farm loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options.

USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for Underserved
Groups and Beginning Farmers
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The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers that FSA offers targeted farm ownership
and farm operating loans to assist underserved applicants and beginning farmers and ranchers.

USDA defines underserved applicants as a group whose members have been subjected to racial,
ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the group without regard to their
individual qualities. For farm loan program purposes, targeted underserved groups are women, African
Americans, American Indians and Alaskan Natives, Hispanics and Asians and Pacific Islanders.

Underserved or beginning farmers and ranchers who cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank can
apply for either FSA direct loans or guaranteed loans. Direct loans are made to applicants by FSA.
Guaranteed loans are made by lending institutions who arrange for FSA to guarantee the loan. FSA
can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan. The FSA guarantee
allows lenders to make agricultural credit available to producers who do not meet the lender's normal
underwriting criteria.

The direct and guaranteed loan program provides for two types of loans:  farm ownership loans and
farm operating loans. In addition to customary farm operating and ownership loans, FSA offers
Microloans through the direct loan program. Microloans focus on the financing needs of small,
beginning farmer, niche, and non-traditional farm operations. Microloans are available for both
ownership and operating finance needs. To learn more about microloans,
visit fsa.usda.gov/microloans.

To qualify as a beginning producer, the individual or entity must meet the eligibility requirements
outlined for direct or guaranteed loans. Individuals and all entity members must have operated a farm
for less than 10 years. Applicants must materially or substantially participate in the operation.

Conservation at Work Video Series
A new video series from NRCS and farmers.gov, Conservation at Work, presents short and easy to
understand videos about popular conservation practices. These videos feature producers explaining
how an individual practice helps their land and why they are using it.

The videos shine the spotlight on farmers, ranchers, and forestland owners from across the U.S. who
explain why they’ve implemented the conservation practices and how they work on their land. They
also provide insight into how each practice is helping them protect and improve resources and save
time and money.

The first 15 videos cover:

Brush Management
Cover Crop
Forest Stand Improvement
Grade Stabilization
Grassed Waterway
High Tunnel
No Till
Nutrient Management
Prescribed Grazing
Pumping Station
Sprinkler System
Trails and Walkways
Waste Storage
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Water & Sediment Control Basin
Wetland Restoration

The Conservation at Work video series can be found at farmers.gov/conserve/conservationatwork.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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