USDA
=l .S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

In This Issue:

o Agricultural Producers Have Until March 15 to Enroll in USDA's Key.
Commodity Safety Net Programs

o Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans that Fit Their
Operation

o Disaster Set-Aside Program for Farm Loan Borrowers

o Applying_for Youth Loans

« NRCS Offers New EQIP Conservation Incentive Contracts to Support
Climate-Smart Agriculture and Drought Mitigation

o Foreign Buyers Notification

o The Importance of Responding to NASS Surveys

o Keeping_ Livestock Inventory Records

o Take Your Conservation Efforts to the Next Level

Agricultural Producers Have Until March 15 to
Enroll in USDA’'s Key Commodity Safety Net
Programs

Agricultural producers who have not yet enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC)
or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for the 2022 crop year have until March 15,
2022, to sign a contract. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) offers these two
safety net programs to provide vital income support to farmers experiencing substantial
declines in crop prices or revenues.

Producers can elect coverage and enroll in ARC-County or PLC, which are both crop-by-
crop, or ARC-Individual, which is for the entire farm. Although election changes for 2022
are optional, producers must enroll through a signed contract each year. Also, if a
producer has a multi-year contract on the farm and makes an election change for 2022, it
will be necessary to sign a new contract.

If an election is not submitted by the March 15, 2022, deadline, the election remains the
same as the 2021 election for crops on the farm. Farm owners cannot enroll in either
program unless they have a share interest in the crop.

Producers have completed 976,249 contracts to date, representing 54% of the more than
1.8 million expected contracts.
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Producers who do not complete enroliment by the deadline will not be enrolled in ARC or
PLC for the 2022 crop year and will not receive a payment if triggered.

Producers are eligible to enroll farms with base acres for the following

commodities: barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain
sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice,
medium and short grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower
seed, and wheat.

Decision Tools

In partnership with USDA, two web-based decision tools are available to assist producers
in making informed, educated decisions using crop data specific to their respective
farming operations:

» Gardner-farmdoc Payment Calculator, a tool available through the University of
lllinois allows producers to estimate payments for farms and counties for ARC-CO
and PLC.

« ARC and PLC Decision Tool, a tool available through Texas A&M that allows
producers to estimate payments and yield updates and expected payments for
2022.

Crop Insurance Considerations and Decision Deadline

ARC and PLC are part of a broader safety net provided by USDA, which also includes
crop insurance and marketing assistance loans.

Producers are reminded that ARC and PLC elections and enrollments can impact
eligibility for some crop insurance products.

Producers on farms with a PLC election have the option of purchasing Supplemental
Coverage Option (SCO) through their Approved Insurance Provider; however, producers
on farms where ARC is the election are ineligible for SCO on their planted acres for that
crop on that farm.

Unlike SCO, the Enhanced Coverage Option (ECO) is unaffected by an ARC election.
Producers may add ECO regardless of the farm program election.

Upland cotton farmers who choose to enroll seed cotton base acres in ARC or PLC are
ineligible for the stacked income protection plan (STAX) on their planted cotton acres for
that farm.

Producers should contact their crop insurance agent to make certain that the election and
enroliment made at FSA follows their intention to participate in STAX or SCO coverage.
Producers have until March 15, 2022, to make the appropriate changes or cancel their
ARC or PLC contract.

More Information

In addition to the March 15 deadline for ARC and PLC, other important deadlines include:

e March 1, Livestock Indemnity Program
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« March 11, Conservation Reserve Program General Signup_

« March 15, Pandemic Cover Crop Program

» March 25, Dairy Margin Coverage

For more information on ARC and PLC, producers can visit the ARC and PLC webpage or
contact their local USDA Service Center. In those service centers

where COVID cases exceed safety levels, staff continue to work with agricultural
producers via phone, email and other digital tools. Producers with level 2 eauthentication
access can electronically sign contracts or may make arrangements to drop off signed
contracts at the FSA county office. Because of the pandemic, some USDA Service
Centers are open to limited visitors.

Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm
Loans that Fit Their Operation

Farmers and ranchers can use the Farm Loan Discovery Tool on farmers.gov to find
information on USDA farm loans that may best fit their operations.

USDA's Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers
finance their operations. From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA
loans can help.

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm
loan staff to better understand their needs and challenges.

How the Tool Works

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a
few simple questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need
to borrow. After submitting their answers, farmers will receive information on farm loans
that best fit their specific needs. The loan application and additional resources also will be
provided.

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing
an application to receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to
individuals, entities, and youth, as well as information on microloans. The guides include
general eligibility requirements and a list of required forms and documentation for each
type of loan. These guides can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service center
visit with a loan officer.

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and
clicking the “Start” button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive
loan information that is applicable to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on
any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully
functional on mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer.

About Farmers.gov
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In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined
with an authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process
transactions, and manage accounts.

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect
farmers to information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched
the My Financial Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information,
history, payments, and alerts by logging into the website.

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm
loan features, the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can
visit farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance
programs that can help their operation recover from natural disasters.

Disaster Set-Aside Program for Farm Loan
Borrowers

Farm Service Agency (FSA) borrowers with farms located in designated primary or
contiguous disaster areas who are unable to make their scheduled FSA loan payments
should consider the Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) program.

DSA is available to producers who suffered losses as a result of a natural disaster and
relieves immediate and temporary financial stress. FSA is authorized to consider setting
aside the portion of a payment/s needed for the operation to continue on a viable scale.

Borrowers must have at least two years left on the term of their loan in order to qualify.

Borrowers have eight months from the date of the disaster designation to submit a
complete application. The application must include a written request for DSA signed by all
parties liable for the debt along with production records and financial history for the
operating year in which the disaster occurred. FSA may request additional information
from the borrower in order to determine eligibility.

All farm loans must be current or less than 90 days past due at the time the DSA
application is complete. Borrowers may not set aside more than one installment on each
loan.

The amount set-aside, including interest accrued on the principal portion of the set-aside,
is due on or before the final due date of the loan.

Applying for Youth Loans

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) makes loans to youth to establish and operate
agricultural income-producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other
agricultural groups. Projects must be planned and operated with the help of the
organization advisor, produce sufficient income to repay the loan and provide the youth
with practical business and educational experience. The maximum loan amount is $5,000.

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:
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» Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands,
Guam, American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a
legal resident alien

« Be 10 years to 20 years of age
» Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements
« Be unable to get a loan from other sources

« Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as
outlined above

« Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under
guidance and assistance from a project advisor. The project supervisor must
recommend the youth loan applicant, along with providing adequate supervision.

NRCS Offers New EQIP Conservation Incentive
Contracts to Support Climate-Smart Agriculture
and Drought Mitigation

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) in

* Nevada is announcing its first-round funding signup
for Conservation Incentive Contracts (CIC), a new
option available through the Environmental Quality
Incentive Program (EQIP). While applications for
EQIP are accepted throughout the year, interested
producers should submit applications to their local
NRCS office by Aprll 15, 2022, to be considered for the 2022 ranking funding period.

EQIP-CIC expands resource benefits for Nevada producers through incentive
conservation practices such as cover crops, transition to resource conserving crop
rotations, and precision agriculture technologies along with a similarly broad suite of
incentive practices for ranchers and nonindustrial private forest operators. Additionally,
EQIP-CIC allows producers to target priority resource concerns on their property by
offering incentive payments for a five-year contract without needing to enroll the entire
operation into the program.

EQIP-CIC is designed to be a stepping-stone between EQIP and the Conservation
Stewardship Program, to help producers improve their level of conservation and earn
benefits of longer-term conservation enhancements.

Nevada EQIP-CIC Priority Resource Concern Categories for Fiscal Year 2022 for both
rangeland and pastureland uses:

» Terrestrial habitat
» Degraded plant conditions

» Livestock production limitation

“We continue to support and expand the adoption of conservation approaches to support
producers in their work to participate in climate-smart agriculture and drought mitigation
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practices,” said NRCS Nevada State Conservationist Ray Dotson. “We are optimistic that
the new option of EQIP-CIC will help bridge producers from EQIP over to CSP and ensure
we’re giving Nevada farmers and ranchers the best tools to conserve natural resources.”

Applicants must meet USDA program eligibility requirements for land eligibility and person
eligibility. Eligibility requirements include Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) limitations for
individuals and entities. Applicants must meet the eligibility criteria to be considered for
ranking and funding decisions. Farm Bill programs have strict payment limits, and the
amount of financial assistance producers may receive varies by program and will depend
on future allocations received under the Farm Bill authority. Limited resource producers,
beginning farmers and ranchers, or socially disadvantaged agricultural producers may be
eligible for up to 15 percent higher payments, not to exceed 90 percent of the estimated
cost to install the practice.

For more information about conservation planning and programs to help treat natural
resource issues on your land, visit www.nv.nrcs.usda.gov or call your local USDA Service
Center.

Foreign Buyers Notification

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of
U.S. agricultural land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. Foreign
persons who have purchased or sold agricultural land in the county are required to report
the transaction to FSA within 90 days of the closing. Failure to submit the AFIDA

form could result in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of the
property. County government offices, realtors, attorneys and others involved in real estate
transactions are reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting requirements. The
data gained from these disclosures is used in the preparation of periodic reports to the
President and Congress concerning the effect of such holdings upon family farms and
rural communities. Click here for more information on AFIDA.

The Importance of Responding to NASS Surveys

USDA's National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) conducts hundreds of surveys
every year and prepares reports covering virtually every aspect of U.S. agriculture.

If you receive a survey questionnaire, please respond quickly and online if possible.

The results of the surveys help determine the structure of USDA farm programs, such as
soil rental rates for the Conservation Reserve Program and prices and yields used for the
Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage programs. This county-level data is

critical for USDA farm payment determinations. Survey responses also help associations,
businesses and policymakers advocate for their industry and help educate others on the

importance of agriculture.

NASS safeguards the privacy of all respondents and publishes only aggregate data,
ensuring that no individual operation or producer can be identified.
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NASS data is available online at nass.usda.gov/Publications and through the
searchable Quick Stats database. Watch a video on how NASS data is used
at youtube.com/watch?v=m-4zjnh26io&feature=youtu.be.

Keeping Livestock Inventory Records

Livestock inventory records are necessary in the event of a natural disaster, so remember
to keep them updated.

When disasters strike, the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) can help you if you've
suffered excessive livestock death losses and grazing or feed losses due to eligible
natural disasters.

To participate in livestock disaster assistance programs, you’ll be required to provide
verifiable documentation of death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event
and must submit a notice of loss to your local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when
the loss of livestock is apparent. For grazing or feed losses, you must submit a notice of
loss to your local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent and
should maintain documentation and receipts.

You should record all pertinent information regarding livestock inventory records including:

» Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock

« Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts.

Take Your Conservation Efforts to the Next Level

CONSERVATION

STEWARDSHIP
PROGRAM (CSP)

Your stewardship goals. Out2-ASSICTANCE.

The next deadline for Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) applications to be
considered for funding this year is April 8, 2022. Through CSP, USDA’s Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) helps farmers, ranchers and forest landowners
earn payments for expanding conservation activities while maintaining agricultural
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production on their land. CSP also encourages adoption of new technologies and
management techniques.

“CSP helps farmers and ranchers build on their existing conservation efforts, while
strengthening their operation,” said NRCS Nevada State Conservationist Ray Dotson.
“Whether they are looking to improve grazing conditions, increase crop yields, or develop
wildlife habitat, we can custom design a CSP plan to help meet those goals. We can help
schedule timely planting of cover crops, develop a grazing plan that will improve the
forage base or implement no-till to reduce erosion.”

Changes in the 2018 Farm Bill authorize NRCS to accept new CSP enrollments from now
until 2023 and makes some improvements to the program. These updates include:

» NRCS now enrolls eligible, high-ranking applications based on dollars rather than
acres.

» Higher payment rates are now available under the 2018 Farm Bill for certain
conservation activities, including cover crops and resource conserving crop
rotations.

» Provides specific support for organic and for transitioning to organic production
activities and a special grassland conservation initiative for certain producers who
have maintained cropland base acres.

While applications are accepted throughout the year, interested producers should submit
applications to their local NRCS office by the deadline to ensure their applications are
considered for 2022 funding.

About the Program

CSP is offered in Nevada through continuous signups. The program provides many
benefits including increased crop yields, decreased inputs, wildlife habitat improvements
and increased resilience to weather extremes. CSP is for working lands including
cropland, pastureland, rangeland, nonindustrial private forest land and agricultural land
under the jurisdiction of a tribe.

USDA to Invest up to $225 Million in Partner-
Driven Conservation on Agricultural and Forest
Land

| The U.S. Department of Agriculture
announced up to $225 million in
available funding for conservation
partners through the Regional
Conservation Partnership Program
(RCPP). RCPP is a partner-driven

REGIONAL CONSERVATION

PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM program that leverages collective
ACCEPTING PROJECT PROPOSALS resources to find solutions to address

THROUGH APRIL 13, 2022 natural resource challenges on
agricultural land. This year’s funding announcements include opportunities for projects




that address climate change, benefit historically underserved producers and support urban
agriculture.

“RCPP is public-private partnership at its best,” said Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) Nevada State Conservationist Ray Dotson. “We’re harnessing the power
of partnership to create lasting solutions to global challenges, like climate change, and
support producers and communities who have been underserved in the past.”

There are two types of funding opportunities under RCPP: RCPP Classic and RCPP
Alternative Funding Arrangements (AFA). RCPP Classic projects are implemented using
NRCS contracts and easements with producers, landowners and communities, in
collaboration with project partners. Through RCPP AFA, partners have more flexibility in
working directly with agricultural producers to support the development of new
conservation structures and approaches that would not otherwise be available under
RCPP Classic. Project types that may be suited to AFA, as highlighted by the 2018 Farm
Bill include:

» Projects that use innovative approaches to leverage the federal investment in
conservation.

« Projects that deploy a pay-for-performance conservation approach.

» Projects that seek large-scale infrastructure investment that generate conservation
benefits for agricultural producers and nonindustrial private forest owners.

USDA is accepting project proposals for both components of RCPP through 11:59 p.m.
on April 13, 2022. View the funding opportunity on grants.gov for RCPP
Classic and RCPP AFA .

Additionally, a webinar with general program information for RCPP applicants is scheduled
for 3-4:30 p.m. ET on Jan. 20, 2022. Visit the RCPP website for information on how to
participate.

Funding is open to agriculture and silviculture associations, non-government
organizations, Indian tribes, state and local governments, conservation districts and
universities, among others.

Partners are expected to offer value-added contributions to amplify the impact of RCPP
funding in an amount equal to or greater than the NRCS investment.

Private landowners can apply to participate in an RCPP project in their region through
awarded partners or at their local USDA service center.

More Information

First authorized in the 2014 Farm Bill, RCPP has leveraged partner contributions of more
than $1 for every $1 invested by USDA, resulting in nearly $3 billion collectively invested
in natural resource conservation on private lands. Since inception, RCPP has made 579
awards involving over 3,000 partner organizations. Currently there are 408 active projects,
with at least one active project in every state and area. Successful RCPP projects provide
innovative conservation solutions, leverage partner contributions and offer impactful and
measurable outcomes.

Today’s RCPP announcement builds on other efforts by the Biden-Harris Administration to
address climate change. Earlier this week, NRCS announced a new Cover Crop Initiative,
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available through the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) to help
agricultural producers mitigate climate change through the widespread adoption of cover
crops. NRCS also announced the signup for EQIP Conservation Incentive

Contracts and an improvement to the Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP).

Last week, USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA) announced details of the new Post
Application Coverage Endorsement, providing coverage for corn producers who “split
apply nitrogen,” a more conservation friendly way to apply fertilizer.

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. In the Biden-
Harris Administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus
on more resilient local and regional food production, fairer markets for all producers,
ensuring access to safe, healthy and nutritious food in all communities, building new
markets and streams of income for farmers and producers using climate smart food and
forestry practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy
capabilities in rural America, and committing to equity across the Department by removing
systemic barriers and building a workforce more representative of America.
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