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USDA to Provide Additional Direct 

Assistance to Farmers and Ranchers 

Impacted by the Coronavirus 

USDA announced up to an additional $14 billion for agricultural 

producers who continue to face market disruptions and associated 

costs because of COVID-19. Signup for the Coronavirus Food 

Assistance Program (CFAP 2) will begin September 21 and run 

through December 11, 2020. 

Background: 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will use funds being 

made available from the Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) 

Charter Act and CARES Act to support row crops, livestock, 
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specialty crops, dairy, aquaculture and many additional 

commodities. USDA has incorporated improvements in CFAP 2 

based from stakeholder engagement and public feedback to better 

meet the needs of impacted farmers and ranchers. 

Producers can apply for CFAP 2 at USDA’s Farm Service Agency 

(FSA) county offices. This program provides financial assistance 

that gives producers the ability to absorb increased marketing costs 

associated with the COVID-19 pandemic. Producers will be 

compensated for ongoing market disruptions and assisted with the 

associated marketing costs. 

CFAP 2 payments will be made for three categories of commodities 

– Price Trigger Commodities, Flat-rate Crops and Sales 

Commodities. 

Price Trigger Commodities  

Price trigger commodities are major commodities that meet a 

minimum 5-percent price decline over a specified period of time. 

Eligible price trigger crops include barley, corn, sorghum, 

soybeans, sunflowers, upland cotton, and all classes of wheat. 

Payments will be based on 2020 planted acres of the crop, 

excluding prevented planting and experimental acres. Payments for 

price trigger crops will be the greater of: 1) the eligible acres 

multiplied by a payment rate of $15 per acre; or 2) the eligible acres 

multiplied by a nationwide crop marketing percentage, multiplied by 

a crop-specific payment rate, and then by the producer’s weighted 

2020 Actual Production History (APH) approved yield. If the APH is 

not available, 85 percent of the 2019 Agriculture Risk Coverage-

County Option (ARC-CO) benchmark yield for that crop will be 

used. 

For broilers and eggs, payments will be based on 75 percent of the 

producers’ 2019 production. 

Dairy (cow’s milk) payments will be based on actual milk production 

from April 1 to Aug. 31, 2020. The milk production for Sept. 1, 2020, 

to Dec. 31, 2020, will be estimated by FSA. 

Eligible beef cattle, hogs and pigs, and lambs and sheep payments 

will be based on the maximum owned inventory of eligible livestock, 

excluding breeding stock, on a date selected by the producer, 

between Apr. 16, 2020, and Aug. 31, 2020. 

Flat-rate Crops  

Crops that either do not meet the 5-percent price decline trigger or 

do not have data available to calculate a price change will have 

payments calculated based on eligible 2020 acres multiplied by $15 
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per acre. These crops include alfalfa, extra long staple (ELS) 

cotton, oats, peanuts, rice, hemp, millet, mustard, safflower, 

sesame, triticale, rapeseed, and several others. 

Sales Commodities  

Sales commodities include specialty crops; aquaculture; nursery 

crops and floriculture; other commodities not included in the price 

trigger and flat-rate categories, including tobacco; goat milk; mink 

(including pelts); mohair; wool; and other livestock (excluding 

breeding stock) not included under the price trigger category that 

were grown for food, fiber, fur, or feathers. Payment calculations 

will use a sales-based approach, where producers are paid based 

on five payment gradations associated with their 2019 sales. 

Additional commodities are eligible in CFAP 2 that weren’t eligible 

in the first iteration of the program. If your agricultural operation has 

been impacted by the pandemic since April 2020, we encourage 

you to apply for CFAP 2. A complete list of eligible commodities, 

payment rates and calculations can be found on farmers.gov/cfap. 

Eligibility  

There is a payment limitation of $250,000 per person or entity for all 

commodities combined. Applicants who are corporations, limited 

liability companies, limited partnerships may qualify for additional 

payment limits when members actively provide personal labor or 

personal management for the farming operation. In addition, this 

special payment limitation provision has been expanded to include 

trusts and estates for both CFAP 1 and 2. 

Producers will also have to certify they meet the Adjusted Gross 

Income limitation of $900,000 unless at least 75 percent or more of 

their income is derived from farming, ranching or forestry-related 

activities. Producers must also be in compliance with Highly 

Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation provisions. 

Applying for Assistance  

Producers can apply for assistance beginning Sept. 21, 2020. 

Applications will be accepted through Dec. 11, 2020. 

Additional information and application forms can be found at 

farmers.gov/cfap. Documentation to support the producer’s 

application and certification may be requested. All other eligibility 

forms, such as those related to adjusted gross income and 

payment information, can be downloaded from 

farmers.gov/cfap/apply. For existing FSA customers, including 

those who participated in CFAP 1, many documents are likely 
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already on file. Producers should check with FSA county office to 

see if any of the forms need to be updated. 

Customers seeking one-on-one support with the CFAP 2 

application process can call 877-508-8364 to speak directly with a 

USDA employee ready to offer assistance. This is a recommended 

first step before a producer engages with the team at the FSA 

county office. 

All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including some 

that are open to visitors to conduct business in person by 

appointment only. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct 

business with FSA, Natural Resources Conservation Service or any 

other Service Center agency should call ahead and schedule an 

appointment. Service Centers that are open for appointments will 

pre-screen visitors based on health concerns or recent travel, and 

visitors must adhere to social distancing guidelines. Visitors are 

also required to wear a face covering during their appointment. Our 

program delivery staff will be in the office, and they will be working 

with our producers in the office, by phone and using online tools. 

More information can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.     

 

USDA Supports U.S. Seafood Industry 

Impacted by Retaliatory Tariffs 

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue announced that the 

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will provide approximately 

$530 million to support the U.S. seafood industry and commercially 

licensed fishermen impacted by retaliatory tariffs from foreign 

governments. The funding will be provided through the Seafood 

Trade Relief Program and funded through the Commodity Credit 

Corporation (CCC), administered by USDA’s Farm Service Agency 

(FSA). 

The Seafood Trade Relief Program funding will support the 

following seafood types: 

• Atka mackerel 

• Crab (Dungeness, King, Snow, Southern Tanner) 

• Flounder 

• Geoduck 

• Goosefish 

• Herrings 

• Lobster 

• Pacific Cod 

• Pacific Ocean Perch 

• Pollock 

• Sablefish 
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• Salmon 

• Sole 

• Squid 

• Tuna 

• Turbot 

Fishermen can sign-up for relief through the program from 

September 14, 2020 to December 14, 2020. Fishermen should 

apply through their local USDA Service Center. To find your local 

Service Center, visit www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator. The 

application can be found at www.farmers.gov/seafood. 

All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including some 

that are open to visitors to conduct business in person by 

appointment only. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct 

business with FSA, Natural Resources Conservation Service or any 

other Service Center agency should call ahead and schedule an 

appointment. Service Centers that are open for appointments will 

pre-screen visitors based on health concerns or recent travel, and 

visitors must adhere to social distancing guidelines. Visitors are 

also required to wear a face covering during their appointment. Our 

program delivery staff will be in the office, and they will be working 

with our producers in the office, by phone and using online tools. 

More information can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus. 

  

 

 

USDA Accepting Applications to Help Cover Costs for 

Organic Certification 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that organic producers and handlers can apply for 

federal funds to assist with the cost of receiving and maintaining organic certification through the 

Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP). Applications for eligible certification expenses 

paid between Oct. 1, 2019, and Sept. 30, 2020, are due Oct. 31, 2020. 

OCCSP provides cost-share assistance to producers and handlers of agricultural products for the 

costs of obtaining or maintaining organic certification under the USDA’s National Organic Program. 

Eligible producers include any certified producers or handlers who have paid organic certification 

fees to a USDA-accredited certifying agent. Eligible expenses for cost-share reimbursement include 

application fees, inspection costs, fees related to equivalency agreement and arrangement 

requirements, travel expenses for inspectors, user fees, sales assessments and postage. 

Changes in Reimbursement 

Due to expected participation levels for fiscal year 2020, FSA revised the reimbursement amount 

through fiscal year 2023. Certified producers and handlers are now eligible to receive 
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reimbursement for up to 50 percent of the certified organic operation’s eligible expenses, up to a 

maximum of $500 per scope. 

This change is due to the limited amount of funding available and will allow a larger number of 

certified organic operations to receive assistance. If additional funding is authorized later, FSA may 

provide additional assistance to certified operations that have applied for OCCSP, not to exceed 75 

percent of their eligible costs, up to $750 per scope. 

The changes to the payment calculation and maximum payment amount are applicable to all 

certified organic operations, regardless of whether they apply through an FSA county office or a 

participating state agency. State agencies that are interested in overseeing reimbursements to 

producers and handlers in their states must establish new agreements with FSA for fiscal 2020. 

  

Opportunities for State Agencies 

Today’s announcement also includes the opportunity for state agencies to apply for grant 

agreements to administer the OCCSP program in fiscal 2020. State agencies that establish 

agreements for fiscal 2020 may be able to extend their agreements and receive additional funds to 

administer the program in future years. 

FSA has not yet determined whether an additional application period will be announced for later 

years for state agencies that choose not to participate in fiscal 2020. States that would like to 

administer OCCSP for future years are encouraged to establish an agreement for 2020 to ensure 

that they will be able to continue to participate. 

FSA will accept applications from state agencies for fiscal year 2020 funding for cost-share 

assistance from Aug. 10, 2020 through Sept. 9, 2020. 

State Agencies must submit the Application for Federal Assistance (Standard Form 424 and 424B) 

electronically via Grants.gov, the Federal grants website, at http://www.grants.gov. 

More Information 

To learn more about organic certification cost share, please visit the OCCSP webpage, view the 

notice of funds availability on the Federal Register, or contact the FSA county office at your local 

USDA Service Center. 

To learn more about USDA support for organic agriculture, visit usda.gov/organic.  

  

 

USDA Offers Annual Installment Deferral Option for Farm 

Storage Facility Loan Borrowers 

To assist Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) borrowers experiencing financial hardship from the 

pandemic and other challenges in production agriculture, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is 
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offering a one-time annual installment payment deferral option. No fees or prepayment penalties 

apply for borrowers who choose this FSFL loan flexibility option. 

Eligible borrowers can request a one-time only annual installment payment deferral for loans having 

terms of three, five, seven or ten years. The installment deferral option is not available for 12-year 

term loans. 

The FSFL installment payments will remain the same, except for the last year.  The original loan 

interest rate and annual payment due date will remain the same. However, because the installment 

payment deferral is a one-year loan term extension, the final payment will be higher due to 

additional accrued interest. 

Borrowers interested in exercising the one-time annual installment deferral option should contact 

FSA to make the request and to obtain, complete and sign required forms. 

FSFLs provide low-interest financing for producers to store, handle and transport eligible 

commodities. 

More Information 

In addition to offering flexibilities for FSFLs, FSA has also made other flexibilities to help producers 

impacted by the pandemic, including relaxing the loan-making process for farm operating and 

ownership loans and implementing the Disaster Set-Aside provision that enables an upcoming 

installment on a direct loan to be set aside for the year. More information on these flexibilities can 

be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus. 

All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including some that are open to visitors to conduct 

business in person by appointment only. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business 

with the FSA, Natural Resources Conservation Service or any other Service Center agency should 

call ahead and schedule an appointment. Service Centers that are open for appointments will pre-

screen visitors based on health concerns or recent travel, and visitors must adhere to social 

distancing guidelines. Visitors may also be required to wear a face covering during their 

appointment. Field work will continue with appropriate social distancing. Our program delivery staff 

will be in the office, and they will be working with our producers in office, by phone and using online 

tools. More information can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.   

For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center. To locate your local FSA office, visit 

farmers.gov/service-center-locator. 

 

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-

Raised Fish Program (ELAP) 

ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish 

producers who have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as blizzards 

and wildfires, not covered by other agricultural disaster assistance programs. 

Eligible losses include: 
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• Livestock - grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster Program 

(LFP), loss of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible 

adverse weather event, additional cost of transporting water because of an eligible drought 

and additional cost associated with gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick fever. 

• Honeybee - loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, cost of 

additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather 

condition, colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an eligible weather event or 

loss condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible adverse weather. 

• Farm-Raised Fish - death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of purchased 

feed due to an eligible adverse weather event. 

If you’ve suffered eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses during calendar year 2020, 

you must file: 

• A notice of loss within 30 calendar days after the loss is apparent (15 days for honeybee 

losses) 

• An application for payment by Jan. 30, 2021 

The following ELAP Fact Sheets (by topic) are available online: 

• ELAP for Farm-Raised Fish Fact Sheet  

• ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet 

• ELAP for Honeybees Fact Sheet 

 

Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 

Losses 

NAP provides financial assistance to you for crops that aren’t eligible for crop insurance to protect 

against lower yields or crops unable to be planted due to natural disasters including freeze, hail, 

excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and qualifying drought 

(includes native grass for grazing), among others. 

To receive payment, you had to purchase NAP coverage for 2020 crops and file a notice of loss the 

earlier of 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 days of 

the final harvest date. 

For hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of 

when a loss becomes apparent. 

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is 

not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, 

floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and 

industrial crops. 

For more information on NAP, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit 
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fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

 

FSA Offers Loan Servicing Options 

There are options for Farm Service Agency (FSA) loan customers during financial stress. If you are 

a borrower who is unable to make payments on a loan, contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager 

to learn about your options. 

 

Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) Program for Farm Loan Borrowers 

Farm Service Agency (FSA) borrowers with farms located in designated primary or contiguous 

disaster areas who are unable to make their scheduled FSA loan payments should consider the 

Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) program.  

 

DSA is available to producers who suffered losses as a result of a natural disaster and relieves 

immediate and temporary financial stress. FSA is authorized to consider setting aside the portion of 

a payment/s needed for the operation to continue on a viable scale. 

Borrowers must have at least two years left on the term of their loan in order to qualify.  

Borrowers have eight months from the date of the disaster designation to submit a complete 

application. The application must include a written request for DSA signed by all parties liable for 

the debt along with production records and financial history for the operating year in which the 

disaster occurred. FSA may request additional information from the borrower in order to determine 

eligibility. 

All farm loans must be current or less than 90 days past due at the time the DSA application is 

complete. Borrowers may not set aside more than one installment on each loan. 

The amount set-aside, including interest accrued on the principal portion of the set-aside, is due on 

or before the final due date of the loan. 

For more information, contact the Farm Loan Team at the County USDA Service Center at 603-223-

6003 or visit fsa.usda.gov.   

 

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend meetings should contact New 

Hampshire State Office at 603-224-7941 or your local County Office. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 

write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 

Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 

Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fnap%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C315df2a6181d4652899108d8750fbd62%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637388057747718948%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=1QXHlGjPrJ6wCnnuGB69foqU%2BeWGb65gE2HlrR60izQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C315df2a6181d4652899108d8750fbd62%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637388057747718948%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=8ymO7GmeMSWydF6N0EDfBrKe8GbsDrqdBikup8BnZzQ%3D&reserved=0

