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More than $7 Billion Paid in Second 

Round of USDA Coronavirus Food 

Assistance Program 

USDA announced that in the first month of the application period, 

the Farm Service Agency (FSA) approved more than $7 billion in 

payments to producers in the second round of the Coronavirus 

Food Assistance Program. CFAP 2 provides agricultural producers 

with financial assistance to help absorb some of the increased 

marketing costs associated with the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Since CFAP 2 enrollment began on September 21, FSA has 

approved more than 443,000 applications. The top five states for 

payments are Iowa, Nebraska, Minnesota, Illinois and Kansas. 

USDA has released a data dashboard on application progress and 
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program payments and will release further updates each Monday at 

2:00 p.m. ET. The report can be viewed at farmers.gov/cfap. 

Through CFAP 2, USDA is making available up to $14 billion for 

agricultural producers who continue to face market disruptions and 

associated costs because of COVID-19. CFAP 2 is a separate 

program from the first iteration of CFAP (CFAP 1). Farmers and 

ranchers who participated in CFAP 1 will not be automatically 

enrolled and must complete a new application for CFAP 2. FSA will 

accept CFAP 2 applications through December 11, 2020. 

Eligible Commodities 

CFAP 2 supports eligible producers of row crops, livestock, 

specialty crops, dairy, aquaculture, and many other commodities, 

including many that were ineligible for CFAP 1. FSA’s CFAP 2 

Eligible Commodities Finder makes finding eligible commodities 

and payment rates simple. Access this tool and other resources at 

farmers.gov/cfap. 

Getting Help from FSA 

New customers seeking one-on-one support with the CFAP 2 

application process can call 877-508-8364 to speak directly with a 

USDA employee ready to offer general assistance. This is a 

recommended first step before a producer engages the team at the 

FSA county office at their local USDA Service Center. 

FSA offers multiple options for producers to apply for CFAP 2. 

Producers with an eAuthentication account can apply online 

through the CFAP 2 Application Portal. Also available is a payment 

calculator and application generator that is an Excel workbook that 

allows producers to input information specific to their operation to 

determine estimated payments and populate the application form, 

which can be printed, signed, and submitted to the local FSA office. 

Producers can also download the CFAP 2 application and other 

eligibility forms from farmers.gov/cfap.  

Producers of acreage-based commodities will use acreage and 

yield information provided by FSA through the annual acreage 

reporting process. Producers have the option to complete their 

application by working directly with their local FSA staff or online 

through the CFAP 2 Application Portal. 

CFAP 2 is not a loan program, and there is no cost to apply. 

More Information 
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To find the latest information on CFAP 2, visit farmers.gov/CFAP or 

call 877-508-8364. 

  

 

Dairy Margin Coverage Program 

Enrollment for 2021 Opens Oct. 13 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will begin accepting 

applications for the Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC) program on 

Tuesday, October 13, 2020 for 2021 enrollment. 

Signup runs through Dec. 11, 2020. DMC is a voluntary risk 

management program that offers protection to dairy producers 

when the difference between the all-milk price and the average 

feed price (the margin) falls below a certain dollar amount selected 

by the producer. DMC payments triggered for seven months in 

2019 and three months so far in 2020. More than 23,000 operations 

enrolled in DMC in 2019, and more than 13,000 in 2020. 

To determine the appropriate level of coverage for a specific dairy 

operation, producers can utilize the recently updated online dairy 

decision tool. The decision tool is designed to assist producers with 

calculating total premium costs and administrative fees associated 

with participation in DMC. An informational video is available, too.   

Improvements to the decision tool, made in cooperation with 

representatives from the University of Minnesota and University of 

Wisconsin, include historical analysis that illustrates what DMC 

indemnity payments might have been had the program been 

available over the previous two decades.  The analysis indicates 

that over the course of time, DMC payments made to producers 

exceed premiums paid. These decision tool enhancements provide 

a more comprehensive decision support experience for producers 

considering DMC.  

In addition to DMC, USDA offers a variety of programs that have 

helped dairy producers, including insurance, disaster assistance, 

and conservation programs. Most recently, the Coronavirus Food 

Assistance Program 1 provided $1.75 billion in direct relief to dairy 

producers who faced price declines and additional marketing costs 

due to COVID-19 in early 2020. Now, signup is underway for the 

Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2, which provides another 

round of assistance for dairy producers and many other eligible 

producers.  
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For more information, visit farmers.gov DMC webpage, or contact 

your local USDA Service Center. To locate your local FSA office, 

visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator. 

All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including some 

that are open to visitors to conduct business in person by 

appointment only. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct 

business with the FSA, Natural Resources Conservation Service, or 

any other Service Center agency should call ahead and schedule 

an appointment. Service Centers that are open for appointments 

will pre-screen visitors based on health concerns or recent travel, 

and visitors must adhere to social distancing guidelines. Visitors are 

required to wear a face covering during their appointment. Field 

work will continue with appropriate social distancing. Our program 

delivery staff will be in the office, and they will be working with our 

producers in office, by phone, and using online tools. More 

information can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.   

 

 

USDA Supports U.S. Seafood Industry Impacted by 

Retaliatory Tariffs 

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue announced that the U.S. Department of Agriculture 

(USDA) will provide approximately $530 million to support the U.S. seafood industry and 

commercially licensed fishermen impacted by retaliatory tariffs from foreign governments. The 

funding will be provided through the Seafood Trade Relief Program and funded through the 

Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC), administered by USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

The Seafood Trade Relief Program funding will support the following seafood types: 

• Atka mackerel 

• Crab (Dungeness, King, Snow, Southern Tanner) 

• Flounder 

• Geoduck 

• Goosefish 

• Herrings 

• Lobster 

• Pacific Cod 

• Pacific Ocean Perch 

• Pollock 

• Sablefish 

• Salmon 

• Sole 

• Squid 

• Tuna 

• Turbot 
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Fishermen can sign-up for relief through the program from September 14, 2020 to December 14, 

2020. Fishermen should apply through their local USDA Service Center. To find your local Service 

Center, visit www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator. The application can be found 

at www.farmers.gov/seafood 

  

 

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-

Raised Fish Program (ELAP) 

ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish 

producers who have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as blizzards 

and wildfires, not covered by other agricultural disaster assistance programs. 

Eligible losses include: 

• Livestock - grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster Program 

(LFP), loss of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible 

adverse weather event, additional cost of transporting water because of an eligible drought 

and additional cost associated with gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick fever. 

• Honeybee - loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, cost of 

additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather 

condition, colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an eligible weather event or 

loss condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible adverse weather. 

• Farm-Raised Fish - death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of purchased 

feed due to an eligible adverse weather event. 

If you’ve suffered eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses during calendar year 2020, 

you must file: 

• A notice of loss within 30 calendar days after the loss is apparent (15 days for honeybee 

losses) 

• An application for payment by Jan. 30, 2021 

The following ELAP Fact Sheets (by topic) are available online: 

• ELAP for Farm-Raised Fish Fact Sheet  

• ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet 

• ELAP for Honeybees Fact Sheet 
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Producers Urged to Consider NAP Risk Protection Coverage 

Before Crop Sales Deadlines 

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) encourages you to review available USDA crop risk 

protection options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 

Program (NAP) coverage, before the crop deadline. 

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and 

excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent 

federal crop insurance program is available. 

The following crops have a NAP application deadline of November 16: Perennial Forage Crops      

                                                                                         November 23: Perennial Crops 

You can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting the RMA 

website. 

NAP offers higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected production in 5 percent 

increments, at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers of organics and crops marketed 

directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up” option to obtain NAP coverage of 100 percent 

of the average market price at the coverage levels of between 50 and 65 percent of expected 

production. NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop 

losses that exceed 50 percent of expected production.    

For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per producer per 

county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties.   

Beginning, underserved, veterans and limited resource farmers are now eligible for free catastrophic 

level coverage. 

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents. 

Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator. You can 

use the USDA Cost Estimator to predict insurance premium costs. 

For more information on NAP, service fees, sales deadlines, contact your local County USDA 

Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

Qualified veteran farmers or ranchers are eligible for a service fee waiver and premium reduction, if 

the NAP applicant meets certain eligibility criteria. 

  

 

Farm Loan Graduation Reminder for Direct Loan Borrowers 
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Farm Service Agency (FSA) Direct Loans are considered a temporary source of credit available to 

producers who do not meet normal underwriting criteria for commercial banks.   

FSA periodically conducts Direct Loan graduation reviews to determine a borrower’s ability to 

graduate to commercial credit. If the borrower’s financial condition has improved to a point where 

they can refinance their debt with commercial credit, they will be asked to obtain other financing and 

partially or fully pay off their FSA debt.   

By the end of a producer’s operating cycle, the Agency will send a letter requesting a current 

balance sheet, actual financial performance and a projected farm budget. The borrower has 30 days 

to return the required financial documents. This information will be used to evaluate the borrower’s 

potential for refinancing to commercial credit.   

If a borrower meets local underwriting criteria, FSA will send the borrower’s name, loan type, 

balance sheet, and projected cash flow to commercial lenders. The borrower will be notified when 

loan information is sent to local lenders.     

If any lenders are interested in refinancing the borrower’s loan, FSA will send the borrower a letter 

with a list of lenders interested in refinancing the loan. The borrower must contact the lenders and 

complete an application for commercial credit within 30 calendar days.  

If a commercial lender rejects the borrower, the borrower must obtain written evidence that specifies 

the reasons for rejection and submit to their local FSA farm loan office.   

If a borrower fails to provide the requested financial information or to graduate, FSA will notify the 

borrower of noncompliance, FSA’s intent to accelerate the loan, and appeal rights. 

  

 

Borrower Training for Farm Loan Customers 

Borrower training is available for all Farm Service Agency (FSA) customers. This training is required 

for all direct loan applicants, unless the applicant has a waiver issued by the agency.  

Borrower training includes instruction in production and financial management. The purpose is to 

help the applicants develop and improve skills that are necessary to successfully operate a farm 

and build equity in the operation. It aims to help the producer become financially successful. 

Borrower training is provided, for a fee, by agency approved vendors. Contact your local FSA Farm 

Loan Manager for a list of approved vendors.   

 

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend meetings should contact New 

Hampshire State Office at 603-224-7941 or your local County Office. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 

write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 



Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 

Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 


