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Farm Storage Facility Loans 
FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to 
producers to build or upgrade storage facilities. 

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store 
commodities. Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, 
peanuts, wheat, barley, minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, 
chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey, renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables 
for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, 
meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture (excluding systems that 
maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified facilities include 
grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.   

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement and 
some loans between $50,000 and $100,000 will no longer require additional security. 

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to 
apply. The loans are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including 
small and mid-sized businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and 
farmers markets, non-traditional farm products, and underserved producers. 

March Rates are as follows: 

• 7 years @ 1.625% 
• 10 years @ 1.875% 
• 12 years @ 2.000%  

To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport  or contact your local FSA county office.   
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USDA Encourages Producers to Consider Risk Protection Coverage before 
Crop Sales Deadlines 
The Farm Service Agency encourages producers to examine available USDA crop risk protection options, including federal 
crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage, before the applicable crop sales 
deadline. 

Producers are reminded that crops not covered by insurance may be eligible for the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP). The 2014 Farm Bill expanded NAP to include higher levels of protection. Beginning, underserved and 
limited resource farmers are now eligible for free catastrophic level coverage, as well as discounted premiums for 
additional levels of protection. 

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and excessive moisture. NAP 
covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent federal crop insurance program is available, 
including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, 
aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 

USDA has partnered with Michigan State University and the University of Illinois to create an online tool at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/nap that allows producers to determine whether their crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or 
NAP and to explore the best level of protection for their operation. NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the 
average market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent of expected production, with higher levels of coverage, up to 
65 percent of their expected production at 100 percent of the average market price, including coverage for organics and 
crops marketed directly to consumers. 

Deadlines for coverage vary by state and crop. To learn more about NAP visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your local 
USDA Service Center. To find your local USDA Service Centers go to http://offices.usda.gov.   

For New Jersey the next NAP deadline for many fruit and vegetables is March 15th.  

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents. Agent lists are available at 
all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator: http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. 
Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator, https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict 
insurance premium costs.

 
USDA Employment Opportunities 
The Farm Service Agency will be recruiting at Rutgers University under the Pathways Recent Graduate Program on:  

Thursday, March 24, 2016 from 9:00am – 5:00pm.  
The event will take place at the  

New Jersey Institute for Food, Nutrition and Health on the Cook Campus,  
61 Dudley Rd, New Brunswick, NJ.  

The Pathways Recent Graduate Program is a one-year program for individuals who have recently graduated and seek a 
dynamic career development program with training and mentorship.  

To apply in person, the following documents are required:  

• Resume - including statement of U.S. citizenship, contact information, degree (major and type), work/volunteer 
experience, supervisor’s name and contact information for each work period listed, expected graduation date if 
current student 

• Current Transcript (an unofficial copy is sufficient with the application; however, if selected, an official college 
transcript will be required) 

• A cover letter is optional, but encouraged.  
• Veterans should bring a copy of individual Discharge Papers (DD214) and any other relevant VA documentation.    

Applicants must apply within two years of degree completion. However, veterans have up to six years after degree 
completion to apply. Current students may apply if they are within four months of graduation. For more information on the 
Pathways Program, please visit www.usajobs.gov/studentsandgrads. Click here to see the flyer for this event. 

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this event should contact: Henri Olsen at: 
609-587-0104 ext. 211 or herni.olsen@nj.usda.gov by March 21, 2016.  
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USDA Expands Microloans to Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and 
Improve Property 
Producers, Including Beginning and Underserved Farmers, Have a New Option to Gain Access to Land 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will begin offering farm ownership microloans, creating a new financing 
avenue for farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans will be especially helpful to beginning or underserved 
farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, and those who have small and mid-sized farming operations. 

The microloan program, which celebrates its third anniversary this week, has been hugely successful, providing more than 
16,800 low-interest loans, totaling over $373 million to producers across the country. Microloans have helped farmers and 
ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living expenses since 2013. Seventy 
percent of loans have gone to new farmers. 

Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and water conservation 
improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application process, expand eligibility requirements 
and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to 
qualified producers, and can be issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

This microloan announcement is another USDA resource for America’s farmers and ranchers to utilize, especially as new 
and beginning farmers and ranchers look for the assistance they need to get started. To learn more about the FSA 
microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or contact your local FSA office. To find your nearest office 
location, please visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
Borrower Training 
Borrower training is available for all Farm Service Agency customers. This training is required for all direct loan applicants, 
unless the applicant has a waiver issued by the agency.   

Borrower training includes instruction in production and financial management. The purpose is to help the applicant 
develop and improve skills that are necessary to successfully operate a farm and build equity in the operation.  It aims to 
help the producer become financially successful. Borrower training is provided, for a fee, by agency approved vendors. 
Contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager for a list of approved vendors.  

 
FSA Issues Fiscal Year 2015 Impacts Report 
2015 marks the 20th anniversary of USDA’s Farm Service Agency, but FSA’s roots date back nearly 80 years, to the days 
of the Great Depression and the Dust Bowl, when the rural economy was in crisis and America’s farmers and ranchers 
needed assistance. At that time, Congress empowered USDA to provide a strong safety-net for farm families, helping them 
navigate the unpredictability of natural disasters and volatile market conditions. 

Today, technological advancements in equipment, crop and veterinary sciences, soil and water conservation, and pest and 
nutrient management, all have resulted in agriculture becoming stronger than we’ve ever known - - certainly far stronger 
than the days of our grandparents and great-grandparents. But the unpredictability of weather and markets remain. That 
means the FSA mission is as important as it’s ever been to ensure the domestic agriculture sector continues to deliver an 
abundant, safe, and affordable food and fiber supply for the American people. 

The FSA Impacts Report shows selected highlights for fiscal year 2015. This report highlights the achievements of FSA 
and will ensure that the path forward continues to demonstrate our commitment to rural America. 

 
Double-Cropping 
Each year, state committees will review and approve or disapprove county committee recommended changes or additions 
to specific combinations of crops.  

Double-cropping is approved when the two specific crops have the capability to be planted and carried to maturity for the 
intended use, as reported by the producer, on the same acreage within a crop year under normal growing conditions. The 
specific combination of crops recommended by the county committee must be approved by the state committee.  

Double-cropping is approved in New Jersey on a county-by-county basis. Contact your local FSA Office for a list of 
approved double-cropping combinations for your county.   

A crop following a cover crop terminated according to termination guidelines is an approved double cropping and these 
combinations do not have to be approved by the state committee.   
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Final Planting Dates 
All producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office for more information on the final planting date for specific 
crops. The final planting dates vary by crop, planting period and county so please contact your local FSA office for a list of 
county-specific planting deadlines. The timely planting of a crop, by the final planting date, may prevent loss of program 
benefits.  

 
Filing CCC-941 Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Certifications 
Many producers have experienced delays in receiving Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) 
payments, Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) and Market Gains on Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) because they 
have not filed form CCC-941, Adjusted Gross Income Certification. LDPs will not be paid until all eligible producers, 
including landowners who share in the crop, have filed a valid CCC-941.   

Producers without a valid CCC-941 certifying their compliance with the average adjusted gross income provisions will not 
receive payments that have been processed. All farm operator/tenants/owners who have not filed a CCC-941 and have 
pending payments should IMMEDIATELY file the form with their recording county FSA office. Farm operators and tenants 
are encouraged to ensure that their landowners have filed the form. FSA has been issuing 2014 ARC/PLC payments, 
2015 LDPs and Market Gains.  

FSA can accept the CCC-941 for 2014, 2015 and 2016. Unlike the past, producers must have the CCC-941 certifying their 
AGI compliance before any payments can be issued. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 
or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice 
users). 
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