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USDA Safety Net Program Enroliment for
2019 and 2020 Ends March 15, 2020

Agricultural producers now can enroll in the Agriculture Risk
Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs — two
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) safety net programs — for
the 2019 and 2020 crop year.

ARC provides income support payments on historical base
acres when actual crop revenue declines below a specified
guaranteed level. PLC provides income support payments on
historical base acres when the effective price for a covered
commodity falls below its reference price. The 2018 Farm Bill
reauthorized and updated both programs.

Signup for the 2019 crop year closes March 15, 2020, while signup
for the 2020 crop year closes June 30, 2020. Producers who have
not yet enrolled for 2019 can enroll for both 2019 and 2020 during
the same visit to an FSA county office.

ARC and PLC have options for the farm operator who is actively
farming the land as well as the owner of the land. Farm owners also
have a one-time opportunity to update PLC payment yields
beginning with crop year 2020. If the farm owner and producer visit
the FSA county office together, FSA can also update yield
information during that visit.

Covered commaodities include barley, canola, large and small
chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard
seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium
and short grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame,
soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.

FSA Cost-Share for Conservation

USDA opened signup for the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) on December 9, 2019. The

deadline for agricultural producers to sign up for general CRP is February 28, 2020, while signup
for continuous CRP is ongoing.

Farmers and ranchers who enroll in CRP receive a yearly rental payment for voluntarily establishing
long-term, resource-conserving plant species, such as approved grasses or trees (known as
“covers”) to control soil erosion, improve water quality and develop wildlife habitat on marginally
productive agricultural lands.

CRP has 22 million acres enrolled, but the 2018 Farm Bill lifted the cap to 27 million acres. This
means farmers and ranchers have a chance to enroll in CRP for the first time or continue their
participation for another term.

By enrolling in CRP, producers are improving water quality, reducing soil erosion, and restoring
habitat for wildlife. This in turn spurs hunting, fishing, recreation, tourism, and other economic
development across rural America.

CRP Enroliment Options
General Signup

CRP general signup will be held annually. The competitive general signup will now include
increased opportunities for enroliment of wildlife habitat through the State Acres For Wildlife
Enhancement (SAFE) initiative.

Continuous Signup

While some practices under SAFE will remain available through continuous signup, CRP continuous
signup will focus primarily on water quality with the Clean Lakes, Estuaries, and Rivers (CLEAR)
Initiative. The 2018 Farm Bill prioritizes water quality practices such as contour grass strips, filter
strips, riparian buffers, wetlands and a new prairie strip.

USDA has also announced that the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) has
been relaunched. CREP will continue to target high-priority local, state or regional conservation
concerns.

In New Jersey CREP provides an additional 10% cost-share from the State of New Jersey for
approved contracts. New Jersey CREP practices include Riparian Buffers, Grass Waterways,
Permanent Vegetative Filter Cover, and Filter Strips.

Grasslands Signups

CRP Grasslands signup helps landowners and operators protect grassland, including rangeland,
and pastureland and certain other lands while maintaining the areas as grazing lands. A separate
CRP Grasslands signup will be offered each year following general signup.

Pilot Programs

Later in 2020, (FSA will roll out pilot programs within CRP: CLEAR 30, which allows contracts
expiring with CLEAR practices to be reenrolled in 30-year contracts and in the Soil Health and
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Income Protection Program (SHIPP) in the prairie pothole region. More information on these
programs will be announced in the new year.

Land Transition

The CRP Transition Incentives Program (TIP) is an option for producers interested in transitioning
land to a beginning farmer or rancher or a member of a socially disadvantaged group to return land
to production for sustainable grazing or crop production. CRP contract holders no longer need to be
a retired or retiring owner or operator to transition their land. TIP participants may have a lease less
than five years with an option to purchase, and they have two years before the end of the CRP
contract to make conservation and land improvements.

Previously Expired Land

Land enrolled in CRP under a 15-year contract that expired in September 2017, 2018 or 2019, may
be eligible for enroliment if there was no opportunity for re-enrollment and the practice under the
expired contract has been maintained.

CRP Rates and Payments

FSA recently posted updated soil rental rates for CRP. County average rates are posted on the
CRP Statistics webpage. Soil rental rates are statutorily prorated at 90 percent for continuous
signup and 85 percent for general signup. The rental rates will be assessed annually. Under
continuous signup, producers also receive incentives, including a signup incentive payment and a
practice incentive payment.

To enroll in CRP, contact your local FSA county office or visit fsa.usda.gov/crp. To locate your local
FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator.

USDA Accepting Applications to Help Cover Producers’
Costs for Organic Certification

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that organic producers and handlers can apply for
federal funds to assist with the cost of receiving and maintaining organic certification through the
Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP). Applications for fiscal 2020 funding are due
Oct. 31, 2020.

OCCSP received continued support through the 2018 Farm Bill. It provides cost-share assistance to
producers and handlers of agricultural products for the costs of obtaining or maintaining organic
certification under the USDA’s National Organic Program. Eligible producers include any certified
producers or handlers who have paid organic certification fees to a USDA-accredited certifying
agent. Eligible expenses for cost-share reimbursement include application fees, inspection costs,
fees related to equivalency agreement and arrangement requirements, travel expenses for
inspectors, user fees, sales assessments and postage.

Certified producers and handlers are eligible to receive reimbursement for up to 75 percent of
certification costs each year, up to a maximum of $750 per certification scope, including crops,
livestock, wild crops, handling and state organic program fees.

More Information

To learn more about organic certification cost share, please visit the OCCSP webpage, view
the notice of funds availability on the Federal Register, or contact your FSA county office. To learn
more about USDA support for organic agriculture, visit usda.gov/organic.

Breaking New Ground - Highly Erodible Land Requirements

Agricultural producers are reminded to consult with FSA and NRCS before breaking out new ground
for production purposes as doing so without prior authorization may put a producer’s federal farm
program benefits in jeopardy. This is especially true for land that must meet Highly Erodible Land
(HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions.

Producers with HEL determined soils are required to apply tillage, crop residue and rotational
requirements as specified in their conservation plan.

Producers should notify FSA as a first point of contact prior to conducting land clearing or drainage
type projects to ensure the proposed actions meet compliance criteria such as clearing any trees to
create new cropland, then these areas will need to be reviewed to ensure such work will not risk
your eligibility for benefits.

Landowners and operators complete the form AD-1026 - Highly Erodible Land Conservation
(HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification to identify the proposed action and allow FSA
to determine whether a referral to Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) for further
review is necessary.

Click here for the HEL Fact Sheet for more information.

USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and
Improve Property

All Producers, Including Beginning and Underserved Farmers, Have a New Option to Gain Access
to Land

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering farm ownership microloans, creating a new
financing avenue for farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans are especially helpful
to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, and those who
have small and mid-sized farming operations.

The microloan program has been hugely successful, providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans,
totaling over $373 million to producers across the country. Microloans have helped farmers and
ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living
expenses since 2013. Seventy percent of loans have gone to new farmers.

Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and
water conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application
process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers
strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers and can be
issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA).

January 2020 Rates:  Operating Microloan — 2.625%, Farm Ownership Microloan — 3.250%

To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or contact your
local FSA office.

USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for New Jersey Farmers
Hurt by 2018, 2019 Disasters

Agricultural producers affected by natural disasters in 2018 and 2019 can apply through the Wildfire
and Hurricane Indemnity Program Plus (WHIP+). Sign-up for this U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) program began Sept. 11

WHIP+ Eligibility

WHIP+ will be available for eligible producers who have suffered eligible losses of certain crops,
trees, bushes or vines in counties with a Presidential Emergency Disaster Declaration or a
Secretarial Disaster Designation (primary counties only). Disaster losses must have been a result of
hurricanes, floods, tornadoes, typhoons, volcanic activity, snowstorms or wildfires that occurred in
2018 or 2019. Also, producers in counties that did not receive a disaster declaration or designation
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may still apply for WHIP+ but must provide supporting documentation to establish that the crops
were directly affected by a qualifying disaster loss.

A list of counties that received qualifying disaster declarations and designations is available at
farmers.gov/recover/whip-plus. Because grazing and livestock losses, other than milk losses, are
covered by other disaster recovery programs offered through FSA, those losses are not eligible for
WHIP+.

Eligible crops include those for which federal crop insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP) coverage is available, excluding crops intended for grazing. A list of
crops covered by crop insurance is available through USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA)
Actuarial Information Browser at webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/actuarialinformationbrowser.

The WHIP+ payment factor ranges from 75 percent to 95 percent, depending on the level of crop
insurance coverage or NAP coverage that a producer obtained for the crop. Producers who did not
insure their crops in 2018 or 2019 will receive 70 percent of the expected value of the crop. Insured
crops (either crop insurance or NAP coverage) will receive between 75 percent and 95 percent of
expected value; those who purchased the highest levels of coverage will receive 95-percent of the
expected value.

At the time of sign-up, producers will be asked to provide verifiable and reliable production records.
If a producer is unable to provide production records, WHIP+ payments will be determined based on
the lower of either the actual loss certified by the producer and determined acceptable by FSA or
the county expected yield and county disaster yield. The county disaster yield is the production that
a producer would have been expected to make based on the eligible disaster conditions in the
county.

WHIP+ payments for 2018 disasters will be eligible for 100 percent of their calculated value. WHIP+
payments for 2019 disasters will be limited to an initial 50 percent of their calculated value, with an
opportunity to receive up to the remaining 50 percent after January 1, 2020, if sufficient funding
remains.

Both insured and uninsured producers are eligible to apply for WHIP+. But all producers receiving
WHIP+ payments will be required to purchase crop insurance or NAP, at the 60 percent coverage
level or higher, for the next two available, consecutive crop years after the crop year for which
WHIP+ payments were paid. Producers who fail to purchase crop insurance for the next two
applicable, consecutive years will be required to pay back the WHIP+ payment.

Additional information about WHIP+ program eligibility and payment limitations can be found at
farmers.gov/recover or by contacting your local USDA Service Center.

Additional Loss Coverage

The Milk Loss Program will provide payments to eligible dairy operations for milk that was dumped
or removed without compensation from the commercial milk market because of a qualifying 2018
and 2019 natural disaster. Producers who suffered losses of harvested commodities, including hay,
stored in on-farm structures in 2018 and 2019 will receive assistance through the On-Farm Storage
Loss Program.

Additionally, producers with trees, bushes or vines can receive both cost-share assistance through
FSA’s Tree Assistance Program (TAP) for the cost of replanting and rehabilitating eligible trees and
WHIP+ will provide payments based on the loss value of the tree, bush or vine itself. Therefore,
eligible producers may receive both a TAP and a 2017 WHIP or WHIP+ payment for the same
acreage. In addition, TAP policy has been updated to assist eligible orchardists or nursery tree
growers of pecan trees with a tree mortality rate that exceeds 7.5 percent (adjusted for normal
mortality) but is less than 15 percent (adjusted for normal mortality) for losses incurred during 2018.

Additionally, the disaster relief measure expanded coverage of the 2017 WHIP to include losses
from Tropical Storm Cindy, and peach and blueberry crop losses that resulted from extreme cold.

Prevented Planting

Agricultural producers faced significant challenges planting crops in 2019 in many parts of the
country. All producers with flooding or excess moisture-related prevented planting insurance claims
in calendar year 2019 will receive a prevented planting supplemental disaster (“bonus”) payment
equal to 10 percent of their prevented planting indemnity, plus an additional 5 percent will be
provided to those who purchased harvest price option coverage.

As under 2017 WHIP, WHIP+ will provide prevented planting assistance to uninsured producers,
NAP producers and producers who may have been prevented from planting an insured crop in the
2018 crop year and those 2019 crops that had a final planting date prior to January 1, 2019.

For more information on FSA disaster assistance programs, please contact your local USDA service
center or visit farmers.gov/recover. For all available USDA disaster assistance programs, go to
USDA'’s disaster resources website.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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