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• Borrower Training for Farm Loan Customers 

 

New Jersey State FSA Newsletter 
 

New Jersey Farm 
Service Agency 

300 Clocktower Drive  
Suite 202  
Hamilton Square, NJ 08690 

Phone: 609-587-0104  

State Committee:   
Linda A. DuBois, Chair  
Kurt W. Alstede  
Samuel G. Conard  
Marty J. Bullock  
Sean Gertner 

State Executive Director: 
Barry Calogero 

Farm Loan Chief:  
Kevin Murphy 

Visit our website  at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/nj 

Deadlines  Visit our state 
website and click on Program 
Deadlines or download the 
latest version of our program 
calendar here.  

Is the Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program Right for You? 
Farmers and ranchers rely on crop insurance to protect themselves 
from disasters and unforeseen events, but not all crops are 
insurable through the USDA’s Risk Management Agency. The 
Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) provides producers another option to 
obtain coverage against disaster for these crops. NAP provides 
financial assistance to producers of non-insured crops impacted by 
natural disasters that result in lower yields, crop losses, or prevents 
crop planting. 

Commercially produced crops and agricultural commodities for 
which crop insurance is not available are generally eligible for NAP. 
Eligible crops include those grown specifically for food, fiber, 
livestock consumption, biofuel or biobased products, or be 
commodities such as value loss crops like Christmas trees and 
ornamental nursery, honey, maple sap, and many others. Contact 
your FSA office to see which crops are eligible in your state and 
county. 

Eligible causes of loss include drought, freeze, hail, excessive 
moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes, earthquake, flood. These 
events must occur during the NAP policy coverage period, before 
or during harvest, and the disaster must directly affect the eligible 
crop. For guidance on causes of loss not listed, contact your local 
FSA county office. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEyMjguMzI1ODA1MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2FjY291bnRzL1VTRlNBL2J1bGxldGlucy8yYjMzMDY5In0.XSLywEWMMlTjyJtZLrvKdeJAfrXYuWmBwwMcNRyCvRA%2Fs%2F1151291725%2Fbr%2F92447735753-l&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cd82909580d094320025608d8ab84493b%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637447931944900858%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=8k%2F3C6%2ButHhTWk6Ra7VqpfSAT9vHaslFUEWFD%2FR%2BBbs%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Barry.Calogero@nj.usda.gov
mailto:kevin.murphy@nj.usda.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEyMjguMzI1ODA1MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mc2EudXNkYS5nb3Yvc3RhdGUtb2ZmaWNlcy9OZXctSmVyc2V5L2luZGV4P3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.F9L_HKCXeKYh_pV9kqZymxxsy9hlnRR_VGTuID6P6rE%2Fs%2F1151291725%2Fbr%2F92447735753-l&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cd82909580d094320025608d8ab84493b%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637447931944900858%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=v2UaCWCu8l8qCJKpMdGTduysSsxuArIvyePqkeOIaz8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEyMjguMzI1ODA1MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mc2EudXNkYS5nb3Yvc3RhdGUtb2ZmaWNlcy9OZXctSmVyc2V5L3N0YXRlLWV2ZW50cy9pbmRleD91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.szdSd1vYm3v8tUNtVdiStuFUtZtz1P7gLYLsBxWvYEM%2Fs%2F1151291725%2Fbr%2F92447735753-l&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cd82909580d094320025608d8ab84493b%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637447931944910812%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=9nylG7%2FnjrmQ7Ddl3TjNqbRLW%2FGhtjLGBP8CxMTqfK4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEyMjguMzI1ODA1MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mc2EudXNkYS5nb3Yvc3RhdGUtb2ZmaWNlcy9OZXctSmVyc2V5L3N0YXRlLWV2ZW50cy9pbmRleD91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.szdSd1vYm3v8tUNtVdiStuFUtZtz1P7gLYLsBxWvYEM%2Fs%2F1151291725%2Fbr%2F92447735753-l&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cd82909580d094320025608d8ab84493b%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637447931944910812%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=9nylG7%2FnjrmQ7Ddl3TjNqbRLW%2FGhtjLGBP8CxMTqfK4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEyMjguMzI1ODA1MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mc2EudXNkYS5nb3YvQXNzZXRzL1VTREEtRlNBLVB1YmxpYy91c2RhZmlsZXMvU3RhdGUtT2ZmaWNlcy9OZXctSmVyc2V5L3BkZnMvRlNBJTIwUHJvZ3JhbSUyMENhbGVuZGFyJTIwMjAyMC4wMy4wMi5wZGY_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.wQplT9n-bmcsNjCVQoqYqbgBNObHsiT-tJ0KDd9tObE%2Fs%2F1151291725%2Fbr%2F92447735753-l&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cd82909580d094320025608d8ab84493b%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637447931944910812%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=9afVo6X4T%2F1O7P5h9dmbBXp9s9SZyj8SEnl11Rea7oI%3D&reserved=0


 
 

Interested producers must apply for coverage using FSA form CCC-471, “Application for Coverage,” 
and pay the applicable service fee at the FSA office where their farm records are maintained. These 
must be filed by the application closing date. Closing dates vary by crop, so it is important to contact 
your local FSA office as soon as possible to ensure you don’t miss an application closing date.  

At the time of application, each producer will be provided a copy of the NAP Basic Provisions, which 
describes how NAP works and all the requirements you must follow to maintain NAP coverage. NAP 
participants must provide accurate annual reports of their production in non-loss years to ensure their 
NAP coverage is beneficial to their individual operation.  

Basic NAP coverage is free and Buy-Up coverage premiums are 50% off for 
beginning, limited resource, minority and women farmers. 

Producers are required to pay service fees which vary depending on the number of crops and number 
of counties your operation is located in. The NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per 
producer per administrative county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests 
in multiple counties. Premiums also apply when producers elect higher "buy-up" levels of coverage with 
a maximum premium of $15,750 per person or legal entity depending on the maximum payment 
limitation that may apply to the NAP covered producer. The service fee can be waived for beginning, 
qualifying veteran, and limited resource farmers and rancher., These farmers and ranchers can also 
receive a 50 percent reduction in the premium. 

Deadlines for 2021 crop year NAP Coverage: 

• 12/31/20 – Asparagus, Beets, Broccoli ,Cabbage ,Carrots, Cauliflower, Greens, Herbs, 
Horseradish, Kohlrabi, Leeks, Lettuce, Parsnip, Peas, Radishes, Rhubarb, Turnips, Water 
Cress, Honey 

• 03/15/21 – Beans, Brussel-Sprouts, Cantaloupes, Celery, Corn, Cucumbers, Eggplant, 
Honeydew, Oats, Okra, Peppers, Pumpkins,  Sorghum, Soybeans, Squash, Sunflowers, Sweet 
Potatoes & Yams, Tomatillos, Tomatoes, Watermelons. 

*This is not an all-inclusive list of covered crops. For more information on the NAP Program please 
contact you local office for additional information. 

For more detailed information on NAP, download the NAP Fact Sheet. To get started with NAP, we 
recommend you contact your local USDA service center. 

 
USDA Supports U.S. Seafood Industry Impacted by Retaliatory 
Tariffs 
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue announced that the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
will provide approximately $530 million to support the U.S. seafood industry and commercially licensed 
fishermen impacted by retaliatory tariffs from foreign governments. The funding will be provided through 
the Seafood Trade Relief Program and funded through the Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC), 
administered by USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

Seafood Trade Relief Program funding will support the following seafood types: 

The Atka mackerel, Crab (Dungeness, King, Snow, Southern Tanner), Flounder, Geoduck, Goosefish, 
Herrings, Lobster, Pacific Cod, Pacific Ocean Perch, Pollock, Sablefish, Salmon, Sole, Squid, Tuna, 
Turbot 

Fishermen can sign-up for relief through the program from September 14, 2020 to January 15, 2021. 
Fishermen should apply through their local USDA Service Center. To find your local Service Center, 
visit www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator. The application can be found 
at www.farmers.gov/seafood. 
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USDA and SCORE Seek Mentors 
If you are a farmer or rancher, or have agricultural or business experience, join us in supporting the next 
generation and in investing in your local community. Your experiences and knowledge as a business 
owner, agricultural professional, or farmer can provide vital support to your community. 

USDA is collaborating with SCORE – score.org - the nation's largest network of volunteer, expert 
business mentors in an effort to expand the field of available agricultural mentors and provide free 
business mentoring to farmers, ranchers, and other agricultural and rural business owners.   SCORE is 
currently looking for volunteers with experience in an agriculture-related field who would like to become 
part of an extended field of volunteers. The organization’s Orientation and Mentoring Certification 
program provides volunteers with everything needed to be a successful volunteer. Training includes 
background about SCORE’s mission and services, as well as guidance on how to be a business 
mentor, including enhancement of listening, interviewing and problem-solving skills. 

Current mentors have backgrounds in finance, accounting, marketing, operations, business and 
financial planning. The mentors provide local expertise and free one-on-one business mentoring to new 
and existing farmers and business owners. Together they work through the process of starting  or 
maintaining agricultural and rural businesses. No matter what stage a business is in, SCORE volunteer 
mentors can help in developing business plans, navigating financing and legal issues, identifying new 
markets, and other topics, in order to help their clients succeed.   FSA invites you to learn more and 
sign up to become a mentor today at newfarmers.usda.gov/mentorship. 

 
USDA Announces Increase to Certain Incentive Payments for 
Continuous Conservation Reserve Program  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture is increasing incentive payments for practices installed on land 
enrolled in the Continuous Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
is upping the Practice Incentive Payment for installing practices, from 5 percent to 20 percent. 
Additionally, producers will receive a 10 percent incentive payment for water quality practices on land 
enrolled in CRP’s continuous signup.  FSA administers CRP on behalf of the Commodity Credit 
Corporation. 

Under continuous CRP, producers can enroll environmentally sensitive land devoted to certain 
conservation practices with signup available at any time. FSA automatically accepts offers provided the 
land and producer meet certain eligibility requirements and the enrollment levels do not exceed the 
number of acres FSA is allowed to enroll in CRP, which was set by the 2018 Farm Bill. 

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest private-lands conservation programs in the United 
States. It was originally intended primarily to control soil erosion and potentially stabilize commodity 
prices by taking marginal lands out of production. The program has evolved over the years, providing 
many conservation and economic benefits. The program marks its 35-year anniversary this month. 
Program successes include: 

• Preventing more than 9 billion tons of soil from eroding, which is enough soil to fill 600 million 
dump trucks; 

• Reducing nitrogen and phosphorous runoff relative to annually tilled cropland by 95% and 85%, 
respectively; 

• Sequestering an annual average of 49 million tons of greenhouse gases, equal to taking 9 
million cars off the road; 

• Creating more than 3 million acres of restored wetlands while protecting more than 175,000 
stream miles with riparian forest and grass buffers, which is enough to go around the world 
seven times; and 

• Benefiting bees and other pollinators and increasing populations of ducks, pheasants, turkey, 
bobwhite quail, prairie chickens, grasshopper sparrows and many other birds. 

The successes of CRP contribute to USDA’s Agriculture Innovation Agenda and its goal of reducing the 
environmental footprint of  U.S. agriculture by half by 2050. Earlier this year, U.S. Secretary of 
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Agriculture Sonny Perdue announced the Department-wide initiative to align resources, programs, and 
research to position American agriculture to better meet future global demands.  

For more information on CRP, visit fsa.usda.gov,  or contact your local FSA county office.    

All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including those that restrict in-person visits or require 
appointments. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with FSA, Natural Resources 
Conservation Service or any other Service Center agency should call ahead and schedule an 
appointment. Service Centers that are open for appointments will pre-screen visitors based on health 
concerns or recent travel, and visitors must adhere to social distancing guidelines. Visitors are also 
required to wear a face covering during their appointment. Our program delivery staff will continue to 
work with our producers by phone, email, and using online tools. More information can be found at 
farmers.gov/coronavirus.    

 
Borrower Training for Farm Loan Customers 
Borrower training is available for all Farm Service Agency (FSA) customers. This training is required for 
all direct loan applicants, unless the applicant has a waiver issued by the agency.  

Borrower training includes instruction in production and financial management. The purpose is to help 
the applicants develop and improve skills that are necessary to successfully operate a farm and build 
equity in the operation. It aims to help the producer become financially successful. Borrower training is 
provided, for a fee, by agency approved vendors. Contact your local FSA Farm Loan Officer for a list of 
approved vendors.   

• Atlantic, Cape May, Cumberland, Gloucester, and Salem Counties:   
o (856) 205-1225 

• Burlington, Camden, Mercer, Middlesex, Monmouth, and Ocean Counties:   
o (609) 267-1639 

• Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Hunterdon, Morris, Passaic, Somerset, Sussex, Union, and Warr
en Counties:   

o (908) 852-2576 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence 
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-
8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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