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Message from the State Executive
Director

Michael S. White, New Mexico State Executive Director wants to
remind everyone of the upcoming deadlines:

Acreage reporting
e August 15, 2020 - Bean, Hemp

For the 2020 crop year only, a 30day extension has been
approved; thus, reports for the above crops must be submitted by
COB September 14

Exceptions to acreage reporting dates:

e If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting
date, then the acreage must be reported no later than 15
calendar days after planting is completed.

e |f a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage
reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no later
than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the
lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the
county office.

The 2020 acreage reporting deadlines have passed for all other
crops. If you find yourself in that situation, acreage reports can be
late filed until the 2021 acreage reporting date for that specific
crop. A late filed fee will be assessed starting at $15 base, plus
$16 for the first hour and $8 for every 30 minutes after that. Please
contact your local FSA County Office.

Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP)

The deadline to submit an application for CFAP has been
extended to Friday, September 11, 2020.
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For the most up to date program information, check FSA’s website
at www.fsa.usda.gov .

One-Time PLC Yield Updates — Deadline September 30

Farm owners have a one-time opportunity to update PLC yields of covered commodities on the
farm, regardless of Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC)program
election. The deadline to request a PLC yield update is September 30, 2020.

The updated yield will be equal to 90 percent of the average yield per planted acre in crop years
2013-2017 (excluding any year where the applicable covered commodity was not planted), subject
to the ratio obtained by dividing the 2008-2012 average national yield by the 2013-2017 average
national yield for the covered commodity. If the reported yield in any year is less than 75 percent of
the 2013-2017 average county yield, then the yield will be substituted with 75 percent of the county
average yield.

The chart below provides the ratio obtained by dividing the 2008-2012 average national yield by the
2013-2017 average national yield for each covered commodity.

Covered CommodityNational Yield Factor
Barley 0.9437
Canola 0.9643
Chickpeas, Large 1.0000

Chickpeas, Small 0.9760

Corn 0.9000
Crambe 1.0000
Flaxseed 1.0000
Grain Sorghum 0.9077
Lentils 1.0000
Mustard Seed 0.9460
Oats 0.9524
Peanuts 0.9273
Peas, Dry 0.9988
Rapeseed 1.0000
Rice, Long 0.9330
Rice, Medium 0.9887

Rice, Temp Japonica 0.9591
Safflower 1.0000
Seed Cotton 0.9000

Sesame Seed 0.9673
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Soybeans 0.9000
Sunflower 0.9396

Wheat 0.9545

It is the owner’s choice whether to update or keep existing PLC yields. If a yield update is not made,
then no action is required to maintain the existing PLC yield. An existing or updated PLC yield will
be maintained and effective for crop years 2020 through 2023 (life of the 2018 Farm Bill).

PLC yields may be updated on a covered commodity-by-covered commodity basis using FSA form
CCC-867.

For more information, reference resources and decision tools, visit farmers.gov/arc-plc. Contact
your local Farm Service Agency Office for assistance — farmers.gov/service-center-locator.

USDA Launches New Farmers.gov Features to Help Farmers
Hire Workers

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced new features on the farmers.gov website
designed to help facilitate the employment of H-2A workers.

USDA’s goal is to help farmers navigate the complex H-2A program that is administered by
Department of Labor, Department of Homeland Security, and the State Department so hiring a farm
worker is an easier process.

The primary new H-2A features on Farmers.gov include:

e Areal-time dashboard that enables farmers to track the status of their eligible employer
application and visa applications for temporary nonimmigrant workers;

e Streamlining the login information so if a farmer has an existing login.gov account they can
save multiple applications tracking numbers for quick look-up at any time;

o Enables easy access to the Department of Labor’s (DOL) Foreign Labor Application
Gateway (FLAG);

e Allows farmers to track time-sensitive actions taken in the course of Office of Foreign Labor
Certification’s (OFLC) adjudication of temporary labor certification applications;

e Allowing for farmers to access all application forms on-line.

All information can be found at www.farmers.gov/manage/h2a.

In 2018, Secretary Perdue unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website
combined with an authenticated portal where customers can apply for programs, process
transactions and manage accounts. With feedback from customers and field employees who serve
those customers, farmers.gov delivers farmer-focused features through an agile, iterative process to
deliver the greatest immediate value to America’s agricultural producers — helping farmers and
ranchers do right, and feed everyone.

USDA Investigates Packages of Unsolicited Seeds from China

USDA is aware that people across the country have received suspicious, unsolicited packages of
seed that appear to be coming from China. USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
(APHIS) is working closely with the Department of Homeland Security’s Customs and Border
Protection, other federal agencies, and State departments of agriculture to investigate the situation.

USDA urges anyone who receives an unsolicited package of seeds to immediately contact
their State plant requlatory official or APHIS State plant health director. Please hold onto the seeds
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and packaging, including the mailing label, until someone from your State department of agriculture
or APHIS contacts you with further instructions. Do not plant seeds from unknown origins.

At this time, we don’t have any evidence indicating this is something other than a “brushing scam”
where people receive unsolicited items from a seller who then posts false customer reviews to boost
sales. USDA is currently collecting seed packages from recipients and will test their contents and
determine if they contain anything that could be of concern to U.S. agriculture or the environment.

USDA is committed to preventing the unlawful entry of prohibited seeds and protecting U.S.
agriculture from invasive pests and noxious weeds. Visit the APHIS’ website to learn more about
USDA'’s efforts to stop agricultural smuggling and promote trade compliance.

USDA Announces More Eligible Commodities for CFAP

Application Deadline Extended to Sept. 11, and Producers Who Have Approved Applications to
Receive Final Payments.

USDA announced today that additional commodities are covered by the Coronavirus Food
Assistance Program (CFAP) in response to public comments and data. Additionally, the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) is extending the deadline to apply for the program to September
11th, and producers with approved applications will receive their final payment. After reviewing over
1,700 responses, even more farmers and ranchers will have the opportunity for assistance to help
keep operations afloat during these tough times.

Background:

USDA collected comments and supporting data for consideration of additional commaodities through
June 22, 2020. The following additional commodities are now eligible for CFAP:

e Specialty Crops - aloe leaves, bananas, batatas, bok choy, carambola (star fruit),
cherimoya, chervil (french parsley), citron, curry leaves, daikon, dates, dill, donqua (winter
melon), dragon fruit (red pitaya), endive, escarole, filberts, frisee, horseradish, kohlrabi,
kumquats, leeks, mamey sapote, maple sap (for maple syrup), mesculin mix, microgreens,
nectarines, parsley, persimmons, plantains, pomegranates, pummelos, pumpkins,
rutabagas, shallots, tangelos, turnips/celeriac, turmeric, upland/winter cress, water cress,
yautia/malanga, and yuca/cassava.

¢ Non-Specialty Crops and Livestock - liquid eggs, frozen eggs and all sheep. Only lambs
and yearlings (sheep less than two years old) were previously eligible.

e Agquaculture - catfish, crawfish, largemouth bass and carp sold live as foodfish, hybrid
striped bass, red drum, salmon, sturgeon, tilapia, trout, ornamental/tropical fish, and
recreational sportfish.

e Nursery Crops and Flowers - nursery crops and cut flowers.

Other changes to CFAP include:

e Seven commodities — onions (green), pistachios, peppermint, spearmint, walnuts and
watermelons — are now eligible for Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Stability
(CARES) Act funding for sales losses. Originally, these commodities were only eligible for
payments on marketing adjustments.

e Correcting payment rates for onions (green), pistachios, peppermint, spearmint, walnuts,
and watermelons.

Additional details can be found in the Federal Register in the Notice of Funding Availability and Final
Rule Correction and at www.farmers.gov/cfap.

Producers Who Have Applied:

To ensure availability of funding, producers with approved applications initially received 80 percent
of their payments. The Farm Service Agency (FSA) will automatically issue the remaining 20
percent of the calculated payment to eligible producers. Going forward, producers who apply for
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CFAP will receive 100 percent of their total payment, not to exceed the payment limit, when their
applications are approved.

Applying for CFAP:

Producers, especially those who have not worked with FSA previously, are recommended to call
877-508-8364 to begin the application process. An FSA staff member can help producers start their
application during the phone call.

On farmers.gov/cfap, producers can:

e Download the AD-3114 application form and manually complete the form to submit to their
local USDA Service Center by mail, electronically or by hand delivery to their local office or
office drop box.

e Complete the application form using the CFAP Application Generator and Payment
Calculator. This Excel workbook allows customers to input information specific to their
operation to determine estimated payments and populate the application form, which can
be printed, then signed and submitted to their local USDA Service Center.

e If producers have login credentials known as eAuthentication, they can use the online
CFAP Application Portal to certify eligible commodities online, digitally sign applications and
submit directly to the local USDA Service Center.

All other eligibility forms, such as those related to adjusted gross income and payment information,
can be downloaded from farmers.gov/cfap. For existing FSA customers, these documents are likely
already on file.

Application Deadline Extended to Sept. 11, and Producers
Who Have Approved Applications to Receive Final Payments.

Farm Service Agency (FSA) loans require applicants to have a satisfactory credit history. A credit
report is requested for all FSA direct farm loan applicants. These reports are reviewed to verify
outstanding debts, see if bills are paid timely and to determine the impact on cash flow.

Information on your credit report is strictly confidential and is used only as an aid in conducting FSA
business.

Our farm loan staff will discuss options with you if you have an unfavorable credit report and will
provide a copy of your report. If you dispute the accuracy of the information on the credit report, it is
up to you to contact the issuing credit report company to resolve any errors or inaccuracies.

There are multiple ways to remedy an unfavorable credit score:

e Make sure to pay bills on time
o Setting up automatic payments or automated reminders can be an effective way to
remember payment due dates.
e Pay down existing debt
e Keep your credit card balances low
¢ Avoid suddenly opening or closing existing credit accounts

FSA’s farm loan staff will guide you through the process, which may require you to reapply for a
loan after improving or correcting your credit report.


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA4MjQuMjYwNDk4NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi9jZmFwLz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.7hk0pvaIuiwavGU5R8C9nFEQm4eWOx3DRzTBJCgqi94%2Fs%2F6545630%2Fbr%2F82742237869-l&data=02%7C01%7C%7C361cf4eb49074cb4d13a08d8486f7214%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637338990776056479&sdata=dY6AMN9Y%2BW8%2BpFzem3r6xNswkr6BRYiWTUTGe6B2qXo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA4MjQuMjYwNDk4NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmZhcm1lcnMuZ292L2NmYXAvP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.fgvUZ4nRM_fIbCEodL3F5a0Xn9qdLtTN6U69AJvPjeM%2Fs%2F6545630%2Fbr%2F82742237869-l&data=02%7C01%7C%7C361cf4eb49074cb4d13a08d8486f7214%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637338990776066434&sdata=2OqsuQKYrGJeB1A%2B2TLSsxmBpLcX%2BXgw0EexwiJuJm4%3D&reserved=0

Double-Cropping

Each year, state committees will review and approve or disapprove county committee
recommended changes or additions to specific combinations of crops.

Double-cropping is approved when the two specific crops have the capability to be planted and
carried to maturity for the intended use, as reported by the producer, on the same acreage within a
crop year under normal growing conditions. The specific combination of crops recommended by the
county committee must be approved by the state committee.

Double-cropping is approved in New Mexico on a county-by-county basis. Contact your local FSA
Office for a list of approved double-cropping combinations for your county.

A crop following a cover crop terminated according to termination guidelines is approved double
cropping and these combinations do not have to be approved by the state committee.

Filing CCC-941 Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Certifications

If you have experienced delays in receiving Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss
Coverage (PLC) payments, Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) and Market Gains on Marketing
Assistance Loans (MALs), it may be because you have not filed form CCC-941, Adjusted Gross
Income Certification.

If you don’t have a valid CCC-941 on file for the applicable crop year you will not receive payments.
All farm operator/tenants/owners who have not filed a CCC-941 and have pending payments should
IMMEDIATELY file the form with their recording county FSA office. Farm operators and tenants are
encouraged to ensure that their landowners have filed the form.

FSA can accept the CCC-941 for 2017, 2018, and 2019. Unlike the past, you must have the CCC-
941 certifying your AGI compliance before any payments can be issued.

Update Your Records

FSA is cleaning up our producer record database and needs your help. Please report any changes
of address, zip code, phone number, email address or an incorrect name or business name on file
to our office. You should also report changes in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by
lease or purchase.

FSA and NRCS program participants are required to promptly report changes in their farming
operation to the County Committee in writing and to update their Farm Operating Plan on form
CCC-902.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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