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Brenda Archuleta was delegated authority to serve as the Acting
State Executive Director (SED) effective January 15, 2021. This
delegated authority includes all authorities and responsibilities
otherwise applicable to this position. Ms. Archuleta will remain in
this role until revoked or a SED is appointed. Archuleta has served
in this role several times during the absence of an SED during her
tenure. She has been with the Agency for nearly 35 years.

Message from the Acting State Executive
Director

Brenda Archuleta, New Mexico Acting State Executive Director
wants to provide information on the following:

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is reminding customers
to check on Service Center status before planning an in-person
visit. USDA continues to evaluate the status of coronavirus
transmission in the local communities and may limit or restrict
access to specific offices to protect the health of employees and its
customers. The current operational status of every Service Center
may be found visiting www.farmers.gov/coronavirus/service-center-
status.

IMPORTANT DATES

Program Announcement Deadline Date
Conservation Reserve General Sign Up Extended Until
Program (CRP) Period Further Notice
Coronavirus Food Last day to complete Feb. 26, 2021
Assistance Program CFAP 2.1 Updates

(CFAP) 2.1
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To find contact information for
your local office go to
www.fsa.usda.gov/NM

March 15 Last Day to Complete Enroliment for 2021 Agriculture Risk

Livestock Indemnity
Program (LIP)

lQuality Loss
Adjustment (QLA)

Agriculture Risk
Coverage (ARC) and
Price Loss Coverage
(PLC)

Compliance Acreage
Certification

INoninsured
Assistance Program
I(NAP)

Last day to submit ~ March 1, 2021
application for 2020
benefits

Last day to submit an March 5, 2021
application and all

supporting

documentation.

2021 Enrollment March 15, 2021
closes

Acreage Reporting  March 15, 2021
Deadline for:

*Pistachios
*Pecans (Crop)

Application Coverage March 15, 2021
Deadline for:

*Beans
*Corn
*Cotton
*Dry Peas
*Guar
*Millet
*Potatoes
*Sorghum
*Soybeans
*Squash
*Sunflowers
*Tomatoes

Marketing Assistance Last day to request  March 31, 2021

(MALs) and Loan

Deficiency Payments

(LDPs)

2020 MALs and LDPs
for:

*corn

*cotton

*grain sorghum

Coverage, Price Loss Coverage Programs

Agricultural producers who have not yet enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss
Coverage (PLC) programs for 2021 must do so by March 15. Producers who have not yet signed a 2021
enrollment contract or who want to make an election change should contact their local USDA Farm Service
Agency (FSA) office to make an appointment. Program enrollment for 2021 is required to participate in the
programs, but elections for the 2021 crop year are optional and otherwise remain the same as elections made

for 2020.

ARC and PLC provide income support to farmers from substantial drops in crop prices or revenues and are

vital economic safety nets for most American farms.
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Although 1,033,310 contracts have been completed to date, this represents less than 59% of the more than
1.7 million contracts anticipated by the Agency. By enrolling soon, producers can beat the rush as the deadline
nears.

Producers who do not complete enroliment by close of business local time on Monday, March 15 will not be
enrolled in ARC or PLC for the 2021 crop year and will be ineligible to receive a payment should one trigger for
an eligible crop.

ARC and PLC contracts can be emailed, faxed or physically signed and mailed back to FSA. Producers with
level 2 eauthentication access can electronically sign contracts. Service Center staff can also work with
producers to sign and securely transmit contracts electronically through two commercially available tools: Box
and OneSpan. You can learn more about these solutions at farmers.gov/mydocs. Producers may also make
arrangements to drop off signed contracts at the FSA county office. Please call ahead for local mailing or drop
off information and options for submitting signed contracts electronically.

Producers are eligible to enroll on farms with base acres for the following commaodities: barley, canola, large
and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas,
rapeseed, long grain rice, medium- and short-grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans,
sunflower seed and wheat.

Yield Data and Web-Based Decision Tools Available

FSA recently updated the annual and benchmark yields for ARC/PLC program years 2019, 2020 and 2021.
This data is useful to producer in choosing to participate in either ARC or PLC.

For added assistance with ARC and PLC decisions, USDA partnered with the University of lllinois and Texas
A&M University to offer web-based decision tools to assist producers in making informed, educated decisions
using crop data specific to their respective farming operations. Tools include:

e Gardner-farmdoc Payment Calculator, the University of lllinois tool that offers farmers the ability to run
payment estimate modeling for their farms and counties for ARC-County and PLC.

e ARC and PLC Decision Tool, the Texas A&M tool that allow producers to analyze payment yield
updates and expected payments for 2019 and 2020. Producers who have used the tool in the past
should see their username and much of their farm data will already be available in the system.

Crop Insurance Considerations

Producers are reminded that enrolling in ARC or PLC programs can impact eligibility for some crop insurance
products. Producers who elect and enroll in PLC also have the option of purchasing Supplemental Coverage
Option (SCO) through their Approved Insurance Provider. Producers of covered commodities who elect ARC
are ineligible for SCO on their planted acres.

Unlike SCO, RMA’s Enhanced Coverage Option (ECO) is unaffected by participating in ARC for the same
crop, on the same acres. You may elect ECO regardless of your farm program election.

Upland cotton farmers who choose to enroll seed cotton base acres in ARC or PLC are ineligible for the
stacked income protection plan (STAX) on their planted cotton acres.

More Information

For more information on ARC and PLC including web-based decision tools, visit farmers.gov/arc-plc.

All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including those that restrict in-person visits or require
appointments. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with NRCS, Farm Service Agency, or
any other Service Center agency should call ahead and schedule an appointment. Service Centers that are
open for appointments will pre-screen visitors based on health concerns or recent travel, and visitors must
adhere to social distancing guidelines. Visitors are also required to wear a face covering during their
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appointment. Our program delivery staff will continue to work with our producers by phone, email, and using
online tools. More information can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus .

Visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator to find location and contact information for the nearest FSA county
office.

Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) Program for Farm Loan Borrowers

Farm Service Agency (FSA) borrowers with farms located in designated primary or contiguous disaster areas
who are unable to make their scheduled FSA loan payments should consider the Disaster Set-Aside (DSA)
program.

DSA is available to producers who suffered losses as a result of a natural disaster and relieves immediate and
temporary financial stress. FSA is authorized to consider setting aside the portion of a payment/s needed for
the operation to continue on a viable scale.

Borrowers must have at least two years left on the term of their loan in order to qualify.

Borrowers have eight months from the date of the disaster designation to submit a complete application. The
application must include a written request for DSA signed by all parties liable for the debt along with production
records and financial history for the operating year in which the disaster occurred. FSA may request additional
information from the borrower in order to determine eligibility.

All farm loans must be current or less than 90 days past due at the time the DSA application is complete.
Borrowers may not set aside more than one installment on each loan.

The amount set-aside, including interest accrued on the principal portion of the set-aside, is due on or before
the final due date of the loan.

USDA Packages Disaster Protection with Loans to Benefit Specialty
Crop and Diversified Producers

Free basic coverage available for new and underserved loan applicants

Producers who apply for Farm Service Agency (FSA) farm loans will be offered the opportunity to enroll in the
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP). NAP is available to producers who grow noninsurable
crops and is especially important to fruit, vegetable, and other specialty crop growers.

New, underserved and limited income specialty growers who apply for farm loans could qualify for basic loss
coverage at no cost.

The basic disaster coverage protects at 55 percent of the market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent
of production. Covered “specialty” crops include: vegetables, fruits, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental
nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, hay, forage, grazing and energy crops. FSA allows
beginning, underserved or limited income producers to obtain NAP coverage up to 90 days after the normal
application closing date when they also apply for FSA credit.

Producers can also protect value-added production, such as organic or direct market crops, at their fair market
value in those markets. Targeted underserved groups eligible for free or discounted coverage include
American Indians or Alaskan Natives, Asians, Blacks or African Americans, Native Hawaiians or other Pacific
Islanders, Hispanics, and women.

FSA offers a variety of loan products, including farm ownership loans, operating loans and microloans that
have a streamlined application process.
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NAP coverage is not limited to FSA borrowers, beginning, limited resource, or underserved farmers. Any
producer who grows eligible NAP crops can purchase coverage. To learn more, contact your local County
USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/nap or fsa.usda.gov/farmloans.

USDA Service Centers Provide Free, One-on-One Help for Farmers

At USDA, we are committed to helping farmers complete loan applications, environmental reviews, and other
paperwork free of charge. One-on-one support is available at more than 2,300 USDA Service Centers
nationwide. USDA’s Farm Service Agency and Natural Resources Conservation Service staff are usually co-
located at these Service Centers and can help guide farmers to the best USDA assistance based on their
unique goals, whether it is loans, conservation programs, or insurance.

Service Center staff can guide farmers through the process of preparing and submitting required paperwork on
their own, with no need to hire a paid preparer. Language translation service is available in all USDA Service
Centers, so one-on-one assistance with a Service Center employee can be translated in real time for farmers
requiring it. And while some program and loan applications do have an administrative fee for filing, there is
never a charge for preparation services provided by USDA staff.

Farmers who work with the USDA Service Center can:

e Establish their farm by registering for a farm number, which is required for USDA programs and
assistance.

Learn how to meet conservation compliance provisions.

Verify eligibility for USDA programs.

Discuss their business and conservation goals.

Create a conservation plan.

Fill out and file loan and program applications.

We are committed to delivering USDA programs and services to America’s farmers and ranchers while taking
safety measures in response to COVID-19. We encourage you to check the status of your local USDA Service
Center and make an appointment to discuss your business needs.

Change to Policy on Filing a Notice of Loss for Grazed Forage
Producers with NAP Coverage

For the 2021 and subsequent crop years, NAP forage producers with the intended use of grazing who elect to
use independent assessments or other approved alternative loss percentage methods to establish their loss
are no longer required to file a CCC-576 Notice of Loss with FSA. However, a CCC-576 Application for
Payment form must be submitted to FSA no later than 60 calendar days after the coverage period ends.

Producers that elect to have the grazing loss determined using similar mechanically harvested units still must
timely file a CCC-576 Notice of Loss within 15 days of the disaster event or damage to the crop first becomes
apparent or within 15 days of harvest.

USDA Announces CRP General Signup (extended until further
notice)

Agricultural producers and private landowners interested in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) can
sign up for the popular program beginning Jan. 4, 2021, until further notice. The competitive program,
administered by USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA), provides annual rental payments for land devoted to
conservation purposes.
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Through CRP, farmers and ranchers establish long-term, resource-conserving plant species, such as
approved grasses or trees, to control soil erosion, improve water quality and enhance wildlife habitat on
cropland. Farmers and ranchers who participate in CRP help provide numerous benefits to their local region
and the nation’s environment and economy. CRP general signup is held annually and is competitive; general
signup includes increased opportunities for wildlife habitat enroliment through the State Acres For Wildlife
Enhancement (SAFE) initiative.

New cropland offered in the program must have been planted for four out of six crop years from 2012 to 2017.
Additionally, producers with land already enrolled but expiring on Sept. 30, 2021, can re-enroll this year. The
acreage offered by producers and landowners is evaluated competitively; accepted offers will begin Oct. 1,
2021.

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest private-lands conservation programs in the United States.
The program marked its 35-year anniversary in December 2020. Program successes include:

e Preventing more than 9 billion tons of soil from eroding, which is enough soil to fill 600 million dump
trucks.

¢ Reducing nitrogen and phosphorous runoff relative to annually tilled cropland by 95% and 85%,
respectively.

e Sequestering an annual average of 49 million tons of greenhouse gases, equal to taking 9 million cars
off the road.

e Creating more than 3 million acres of restored wetlands while protecting more than 175,000 stream
miles with riparian forest and grass buffers, which is enough to go around the world seven times.

e Benefiting bees and other pollinators and increasing populations of ducks, pheasants, turkey, bobwhite
quail, prairie chickens, grasshopper sparrows, and many other birds.

Maintaining ARC/PLC Acreage

If you're enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, you must
protect all cropland and noncropland acres on the farm from wind and water erosion and noxious weeds. By
signing ARC county or individual contracts and PLC contracts, you agree to effectively control noxious weeds
on the farm according to sound agricultural practices. If you fail to take necessary actions to correct a
maintenance problem on your farm that is enrolled in ARC or PLC, the County Committee may elect to
terminate your contract for the program year.

Signature Policy

Using the correct signature when doing business with FSA can save time and prevent a delay in program
benefits.

The following are FSA signature guidelines:

¢ A married woman must sign her given name: Mrs. Mary Doe, not Mrs. John Doe
e For a minor, FSA requires the minor's signature and one from the minor’s parent

Note, by signing a document with a minor, the parent is liable for actions of the minor and may be liable for
refunds, liquidated damages, etc.

When signing on one’s behalf the signature must agree with the name typed or printed on the form or be a
variation that does not cause the name and signature to be in disagreement. Example - John W. Smith is on
the form. The signature may be John W. Smith or J.W. Smith or J. Smith. Or Mary J. Smith may be signed as
Mrs. Mary Joe Smith, M.J. Smith, Mary Smith, etc.
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FAXED signatures will be accepted for certain forms and other documents provided the acceptable program
forms are approved for FAXED signatures. Producers are responsible for the successful transmission and
receipt of FAXED information.

Examples of documents not approved for FAXED signatures include:

Promissory note

Assignment of payment

Joint payment authorization

Acknowledgement of commaodity certificate purchase

Spouses may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and CCC programs in which either has an
interest, unless written notification denying a spouse this authority has been provided to the county office.

Spouses cannot sign on behalf of each other as an authorized signatory for partnerships, joint ventures,
corporations or other similar entities. Likewise, a spouse cannot sign a document on behalf of the other in
order to affirm the eligibility of oneself.

Any member of a general partnership can sign on behalf of the general partnership and bind all members
unless the Articles of Partnership are more restrictive. Spouses may sign on behalf of each other’s individual
interest in a partnership, unless notification denying a spouse that authority is provided to the county office.
Acceptable signatures for general partnerships, joint ventures, corporations, estates, and trusts must consist of
an indicator “by” or “for” the individual’'s name, individual’s name and capacity, or individual’'s name, capacity,
and name of entity.

For additional clarification on proper signatures contact your local FSA office.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW,
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or
Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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