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New Mexico Farm Message from the Acting State Executive
Service Agency Director

100 Sun Ave. NE

Albuguerque, NM 87109 Brenda Archuleta, Acting State Executive Director, would like to

remind customers that all Service Centers are currently operating at
up to 50% office staffing and may accept visitors by appointment
Phone: 505-761-4900 only. To make an appointment contact your local service

Fax: 877-450-0860 center. Please visit farmers.gov/coronavirus for the latest
information on Service Center status.

www.fsa.usda.gov/nm

The FSA is and will continue to offer alternative methods in

Acting State Executive conducting business with the local FSA offices aside from our

Director: traditional methods of post mail and drop boxes. Alternative

Brenda Archuleta methods include, telephonic and virtual appointments. In addition
FSA also accepts applications, signatures, documents through

Farm Loan Chief: FAX, e-mail, OneSpan, and BOX.

LeAnn Gibbs

Office Closures
Farm Program Chief:

Joilynn Gray May 31 — All Offices Closed for Memorial Day Holiday
District Directors: July 5 — All Offices Closed for Independence Day Holiday
Andrew Flores

Oscar Rivera Acreage Certification

Rhonda Mitchell

June 1 — Last day to request 2020 MALs and LDPs for corn,

State Committee: cotton, and grain sorghum
Chair, Alisa Ogden

Member, Matthew Lansford
Member, John M. Romero
Member, Dustin K. Johnson

Member, Monte Anderson e Allother crops
e Perennial Forage (NOT Covered by NAP)

e Potatoes (All Counties Except Curry, Lea, & Roosevelt
Counties)

July 15 — Acreage Reporting Deadline for

To find contact information for
your local office go to
www.fsa.usda.gov/NM
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Please note, if your crop is covered by NAP, the final date for
reporting any specific crop acreage for NAP eligibility is the earlier
of the following:

e the established Acreage Reporting Date for that crop.

e 15 calendar days before the onset of harvest or grazing of
the specific crop acreage being reported.

e the established normal harvest date for the end of the
coverage period.

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)

Signup for the General Conservation Reserve Program has been
extended until further notice.

Noninsured Crop Assistance Program (NAP)
NAP Notice of Loss Deadlines:

e 15 calendar days after the disaster occurrence or date of
loss or damage to crop or commodity first of when the loss
becomes apparent

e 15 calendar days after the normal harvest date

Applying for FSA Guaranteed Loans

FSA guaranteed loans allow lenders to provide agricultural credit to farmers who do not meet the
lender's normal underwriting criteria. Farmers and ranchers apply for a guaranteed loan through a
lender, and the lender arranges for the guarantee. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of
principal and interest on a loan. Guaranteed loans can be used for both farm ownership and operating
purposes.

Guaranteed farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, construct or repair buildings,
develop farmland to promote soil and water conservation or to refinance debt.

Guaranteed operating loans can be used to purchase livestock, farm equipment, feed, seed, fuel, farm
chemicals, insurance and other operating expenses.

FSA can guarantee farm ownership and operating loans up to $1,776,000. Repayment terms vary
depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans
are normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.

USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and
Improve Property

Farmers can use USDA farm ownership microloans to buy and improve property. These microloans are
especially helpful to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming,
and those who have small and mid-sized farming operations.

Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools,
fencing, equipment, and living expenses since 2013.

Microloans can also help with farmland and building purchases and soil and water conservation
improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application process, expand
eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers strengthen their



operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers and can be issued to the applicant
directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA).

Filing CCC-941 Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Certifications

If you have experienced delays in receiving Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage
(PLC) payments, Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) and Market Gains on Marketing Assistance Loans
(MALs), it may be because you have not filed form CCC-941, Adjusted Gross Income Certification.

If you don’t have a valid CCC-941 on file for the applicable crop year you will not receive payments. All
farm operator/tenants/owners who have not filed a CCC-941 and have pending payments should
IMMEDIATELY file the form with their recording county FSA office. Farm operators and tenants are
encouraged to ensure that their landowners have filed the form.

FSA can accept the CCC-941 for 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021. Unlike the past, you must have the CCC-
941 certifying your AGI compliance before any payments can be issued.

USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers Facing
Inclement Weather

Severe weather events create significant challenges and often result in catastrophic loss for agricultural
producers.

Despite every attempt to mitigate risk, your operation may suffer losses. USDA offers several programs
to help with recovery.

Risk Management

For producers who have risk protection through Federal Crop Insurance or the Noninsured Crop
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), we want to remind you to report crop damage to your crop
insurance agent or the local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office.

If you have crop insurance, contact your agency within 72 hours of discovering damage and be sure to
follow up in writing within 15 days. If you have NAP coverage, file a Notice of Loss (also called Form
CCC-576) within 15 days of loss becoming apparent, except for hand-harvested crops, which should be
reported within 72 hours.

Disaster Assistance

USDA also offers disaster assistance programs, which is especially important to livestock, fruit and
vegetable, specialty and perennial crop producers who have fewer risk management options.

First, the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee and
Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP) reimburses producers for a portion of the value of livestock, poultry
and other animals that died as a result of a qualifying natural disaster event or for loss of grazing acres,
feed and forage. And, the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) provides assistance to producers of
grazed forage crop acres that have suffered crop loss due to a qualifying drought. Livestock producers
suffering the impacts of drought can also request Emergency Haying and Grazing on Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP) acres.

Next, the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides cost share assistance to rehabilitate and replant
tree, vines or shrubs loss experienced by orchards and nurseries. This complements NAP or crop
insurance coverage, which cover the crop but not the plants or trees in all cases.
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For LIP and ELAP, you will need to file a Notice of Loss for livestock and grazing or feed losses within
30 days and honeybee losses within 15 days. For TAP, you will need to file a program application within
90 days.

Documentation

It's critical to keep accurate records to document all losses following this devastating cold weather
event. Livestock producers are advised to document beginning livestock numbers by taking time and
date-stamped video or pictures prior to after the loss.

Other common documentation options include:

Purchase records

Production records
Vaccination records

Bank or other loan documents
Third-party certification

Other Programs

The Emergency Conservation Program and Emergency Forest Restoration Program can assist
landowners and forest stewards with financial and technical assistance to restore damaged farmland or
forests.

Additionally, FSA offers a variety of loans available including emergency loans that are triggered by
disaster declarations and operating loans that can assist producers with credit needs. You can use
these loans to replace essential property, purchase inputs like livestock, equipment, feed and seed, or
refinance farm-related debts, and other needs.

Meanwhile, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides financial resources
through its Environmental Quality Incentives Program to help with immediate needs and long-term
support to help recover from natural disasters and conserve water resources. Assistance may also be
available for emergency animal mortality disposal from natural disasters and other causes.

Additional Resources

Additional details — including payment calculations — can be found on our NAP, ELAP, LIP,
and TAP fact sheets. On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact
sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can help you determine program or loan options.

While we never want to have to implement disaster programs, we are here to help. To file a Notice of
Loss or to ask questions about available programs, contact your local USDA Service Center. Al_LUSDA
Service Centers are open for business, including those that restrict in-person visits or require
appointments because of the pandemic.

American Rescue Plan Socially Disadvantaged Farmer Debt
Payments

USDA recognizes that socially disadvantaged farmers and ranchers have faced systemic discrimination
with cumulative effects that have, among other consequences, led to a substantial loss in the number of
socially disadvantaged producers, reduced the amount of farmland they control, and contributed to a
cycle of debt that was exacerbated during the COVID-19 pandemic. During the pandemic, socially
disadvantaged communities saw a disproportionate amount of COVID-19 infection rates, loss of
property, hospitalizations, death, and economic hurt.
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To address these systemic challenges, the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 provides historic debt
relief to socially disadvantaged producers including Black/African American, American Indian or Alaskan
native, Hispanic or Latino, and Asian American or Pacific Islander.

USDA is now reviewing and working to gather feedback to implement the Act, and more guidance will
be forthcoming for socially disadvantaged borrowers with direct or guaranteed farm loans as well as
Farm Storage Facility Loans. As information becomes available, it will be provided directly to socially
disadvantaged borrowers and stakeholder groups representing socially disadvantaged producers,
posted here on farmers.gov, and shared through our social media channels, email newsletters, and the
media.

Who qualifies for this debt relief?

Any socially disadvantaged borrower with direct or guaranteed farm loans as well as Farm Storage
Facility Loans qualifies. The American Rescue Plan Act uses the 2501 definition of socially
disadvantaged, which includes Black/African American, American Indian or Alaskan native, Hispanic or
Latino, and Asian American or Pacific Islander. Gender is not a criterion in and of itself, but of course
women are included in these categories.

I qualify as socially disadvantaged under the American Rescue Plan definition, but | am not late
on my payments. Do I still qualify?

Yes. Any socially disadvantaged borrower with direct or guaranteed farm loans as well as Farm Storage
Facility Loans qualifies.

When will qualified borrowers begin to see a loan pay-off or other payment in response to the
American Rescue Plan?

USDA is now reviewing and working to gather feedback to implement the Act, and more guidance will
be forthcoming for socially disadvantaged borrowers with direct or guaranteed farm loans as well as
Farm Storage Facility Loans. For borrowers in arrears, the moratorium established on January 26th to
stop all debt collections, foreclosures and evictions for all borrowers, including socially disadvantaged
producers, remains in effect.

Producers who have worked with USDA’s Farm Service Agency previously may have their ethnicity and
race on file. A borrower, including those with guaranteed loans, can contact their local their local USDA
Service Center to verify, update or submit a new ethnicity and race designation using the AD-2047. Find
your nearest service center at farmers.gov/service-locator.

To learn more about USDA’s work to implement the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021,
visit www.usda.gov/arp.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-
8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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