USDA Farm Service Agency

*‘“ 1.5, DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Newsletter Title Goes Here - March 2022

In This Issue:

¢ Message from the State Executive Director

o Agricultural Producers Have Until March 15 to Enroll in USDA’s Key
Commodity Safety Net Programs

o USDA Fruit, Vegetable and Wild Rice Planting Rules Unchanged in 2018
Farm Bill

o USDA Reminds New Mexico Producers to File Crop Acreage Reports

¢ Double-Cropping

e The Importance of Responding to NASS Surveys

¢ Farmers.qov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans that Fit Their
Operation
¢ Communication is Key in Lending

Message from the State Executive Director

Spring is here! That means spring cleaning. If it has been a while since you have updated or
reviewed your farm or ranch records, please stop by your local FSA service center. Offices in
some counties have changed from an appointment only to open to visitors. Making it easier
than ever to visit your local office. For the most current office visitor policy, contact your local
service center.

While in the office, you can take advantage of early acreage reporting and report any changes
such as additional land leases or purchases to keep your up-to-date and accurate records.
You should also notify your local office if you have had any changes to your legal entity, such
as Sole Proprietorship to Limited Liability Company (LLC).

In addition to spring cleaning, spring programs are also beginning. Starting April 4th,
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Grassland’s signup 204 begins, enroliment ends May
13th. Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), the last day to purchase
coverage for Basil, Beets, Broccoli, Cantaloupe, Cauliflower, Cilantro, Eggplant, Gourds,
Honeydew, Okra, Pumpkins, Strawberries, Turnips, Watermelon is April 15th. Lastly, the New
Mexico AgriFuture Conference is also right around the corner, scheduled for May 17 — 19,
2022, at the Embassy Suites in Albuquerque. AgriFuture conference aims to connect, inform
and inspire the next generation of farmers, ranchers, and those involved in agriculture. Don’t
miss out on the farm-to-table reception, breakout sessions, agricultural educational speakers,
networking opportunities, and more! The registration deadline is April 7th. You may register
at https://www.nmda.nmsu.edu/agrifuture/ Register now!!
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Wishing you all the best of luck during this spring season, and we look forward to seeing you
in the office soon.

-Jonas Moya
State Executive Director

IMPORTANT DATES
Program Announcement Date
Supplemental Dairy Margin
Coverage (SDMC) Special Sianub Ends March
Enrollment and 2022 Dairy Margin gnup 25
Coverage Election Period
Conservation Reserve Program . . April
(CRP) Grasslands Signup 204 Begins 4
Application Closing Dates for:
Non-insured Crop Disaster Basil, Beets, Broccoli, Cantaloupe, April
Assistance Program (NAP) Cauliflower, Cilantro, Eggplant, Gourds, 15
Honeydew, Okra, Pumpkins, Strawberries,
Turnips, Watermelon
Spot Market Hog Pandemic . April
Program (SMHPP) Signup Ends 15
Conservation Reserve Program . May
(CRP) Grasslands Signup 204 Ends o5
OFFICE CLOSURES

Memorial Day May 27

Independence Day| July 4

Labor Day September 3

Columbus Day | October 8




Veteran's Day |November 12

Thanksgiving Day [November 22

Christmas Day |December 25

Agricultural Producers Have Until March 15 to
Enroll in USDA’s Key Commodity Safety Net
Programs

Agricultural producers who have not yet enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or
Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for the 2022 crop year have until March 15, 2022, to
sign a contract. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) offers these two safety net
programs to provide vital income support to farmers experiencing substantial declines in crop
prices or revenues.

Producers can elect coverage and enroll in ARC-County or PLC, which are both crop-by-crop,
or ARC-Individual, which is for the entire farm. Although election changes for 2022 are
optional, producers must enroll through a signed contract each year. Also, if a producer has a
multi-year contract on the farm and makes an election change for 2022, it will be necessary to
sign a new contract.

If an election is not submitted by the March 15, 2022, deadline, the election remains the same
as the 2021 election for crops on the farm. Farm owners cannot enroll in either program
unless they have a share interest in the crop.

Producers have completed 976,249 contracts to date, representing 54% of the more than
1.8 million expected contracts.

Producers who do not complete enrollment by the deadline will not be enrolled in ARC or PLC
for the 2022 crop year and will not receive a payment if triggered.

Producers are eligible to enroll farms with base acres for the following commodities: barley,
canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard
seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium and short grain rice,
safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed, and wheat.

Decision Tools
In partnership with USDA, two web-based decision tools are available to assist producers in

making informed, educated decisions using crop data specific to their respective farming
operations:

e Gardner-farmdoc Payment Calculator, a tool available through the University of lllinois
allows producers to estimate payments for farms and counties for ARC-CO and PLC.
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e ARC and PLC Decision Tool, a tool available through Texas A&M that allows
producers to estimate payments and yield updates and expected payments for 2022.

Crop Insurance Considerations and Decision Deadline

ARC and PLC are part of a broader safety net provided by USDA, which also includes crop
insurance and marketing assistance loans.

Producers are reminded that ARC and PLC elections and enrollments can impact eligibility for
some crop insurance products.

Producers on farms with a PLC election have the option of purchasing Supplemental
Coverage Option (SCO) through their Approved Insurance Provider; however, producers on
farms where ARC is the election are ineligible for SCO on their planted acres for that crop on
that farm.

Unlike SCO, the Enhanced Coverage Option (ECO) is unaffected by an ARC election.
Producers may add ECO regardless of the farm program election.

Upland cotton farmers who choose to enroll seed cotton base acres in ARC or PLC are
ineligible for the stacked income protection plan (STAX) on their planted cotton acres for that
farm.

Producers should contact their crop insurance agent to make certain that the election and
enrollment made at FSA follows their intention to participate in STAX or SCO coverage.
Producers have until March 15, 2022, to make the appropriate changes or cancel their ARC or
PLC contract.

More Information

In addition to the March 15 deadline for ARC and PLC, other important deadlines include:

e March 1, Livestock Indemnity Program

e March 11, Conservation Reserve Program General Signup

e March 15, Pandemic Cover Crop Program

e March 25, Dairy Margin Coverage

For more information on ARC and PLC, producers can visit the ARC and PLC webpage or
contact their local USDA Service Center. In those service centers where COVID cases exceed
safety levels, staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email and other
digital tools. Producers with |level 2 eauthentication access can electronically sign contracts or
may make arrangements to drop off signed contracts at the FSA county office. Because of the
pandemic, some USDA Service Centers are open to limited visitors.

USDA Fruit, Vegetable and Wild Rice Planting
Rules Unchanged in 2018 Farm Bill
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Fruit, vegetable and wild rice producers will continue to follow the same rules for certain Farm
Service Agency (FSA) programs.

If you intend to participate in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage
(PLC) programs, you are subject to an acre-for-acre payment reduction when fruits and nuts,
vegetables or wild rice are planted on payment acres of a farm. Payment reductions do not
apply to mung beans, dry peas, lentils or chickpeas. Planting fruits, vegetables or wild rice on
acres not considered payment acres will not result in a payment reduction. Farms that are
eligible to participate in ARC/PLC but are not enrolled for a particular year may plant unlimited
fruits, vegetables and wild rice for that year but will not receive ARC/PLC payments. Eligibility
for succeeding years is not affected.

Planting and harvesting fruits, vegetables and wild rice on ARC/PLC acreage is subject to the
acre-for-acre payment reduction when those crops are planted on more than 15 percent of the
base acres of an ARC enrolled farm using the county coverage or PLC, or more than 35
percent of the base acres of an ARC enrolled farm using the individual coverage.

Fruits, vegetables and wild rice that are planted in a double-cropping practice will not cause a
payment reduction if the farm is in a double-cropping region as designated by the USDA’s
Commodity Credit Corporation.

USDA Reminds New Mexico Producers to File
Crop Acreage Reports

Agricultural producers in New Mexico who have not yet completed their crop acreage reports
after planting should make an appointment with their Farm Service Agency (FSA) office before
the applicable deadline.

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended uses. Filing
an accurate and timely acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage
and prevented planted acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits.

How to File a Report

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable in New Mexico:

2022
IMarch 15 Pistachios, Pecans (Crop)
I pring Barley, Onions, Pecans (Trees),
May 15 otatoes (Curry, Lea and Roosevelt
ounties), Spring Wheat
Il other crops, Perennial Forage, Potatoes
July 15 .
all other counties)
August 15 Beans

2023
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INovember 15 IApicuIture
[December 15 fFall-Seeded Small Grains

Panuary 15 Poples

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county. Contact your local FSA office for a list of
acreage reporting deadlines by crop.

Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other
digital tools. Because of the pandemic, some USDA Service Centers are open to limited
visitors. Contact your Service Center to set up an in-person or phone appointment.

To file a crop acreage report, you will need to provide:

e Crop and crop type or variety.

e Intended use of the crop.

e Number of acres of the crop.

e Map with approximate boundaries for the crop.

e Planting date(s).

e Planting pattern, when applicable.

e Producer shares.

e Irrigation practice(s).

e Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable.
e Other information as required.

Acreage Reporting Details

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:

e If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must
be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

e If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring
the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster,
were unable to plant. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice
of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and
USDA'’s Risk Management Agency.

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the
acreage reporting date for NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15
calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.

More Information
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For questions, please contact your local FSA office. To locate your local FSA office
visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator.

Double-Cropping

Each year, New Mexico committees review and approve or disapprove county committee
recommended changes or additions to specific combinations of crops.

Double-cropping is approved when two specific crops have the capability to be planted and
carried to maturity for the intended use, as reported by the producer, on the same acreage
within a crop year under normal growing conditions. The specific combination of crops
recommended by the county committee must be approved by the New Mexico committee.

Double-cropping is approved in New Mexico on a county-by-county basis. Contact your local
FSA Office for a list of approved double-cropping combinations for your county.

A crop following a cover crop terminated according to termination guidelines is approved
double cropping and these combinations do not have to be approved by the New Mexico
committee.

The Importance of Responding to NASS Surveys

USDA'’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) conducts hundreds of surveys every
year and prepares reports covering virtually every aspect of U.S. agriculture.

If you receive a survey questionnaire, please respond quickly and online if possible.

The results of the surveys help determine the structure of USDA farm programs, such as soll
rental rates for the Conservation Reserve Program and prices and yields used for the
Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage programs. This county-level data is
critical for USDA farm payment determinations. Survey responses also help associations,
businesses and policymakers advocate for their industry and help educate others on the
importance of agriculture.

NASS safeguards the privacy of all respondents and publishes only aggregate data, ensuring
that no individual operation or producer can be identified.

NASS data is available online at nass.usda.gov/Publications and through the
searchable Quick Stats database. Watch a video on how NASS data is used
at youtube.com/watch?v=m-4zjnh26io&feature=youtu.be.

Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm
Loans that Fit Their Operation

Farmers and ranchers can use the Farm Loan Discovery Tool on farmers.gov to find
information on USDA farm loans that may best fit their operations.
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USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance
their operations. From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can
help.

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm
loan staff to better understand their needs and challenges.

How the Tool Works

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few
simple questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to
borrow. After submitting their answers, farmers will receive information on farm loans that best
fit their specific needs. The loan application and additional resources also will be provided.

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an
application to receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals,
entities, and youth, as well as information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility
requirements and a list of required forms and documentation for each type of loan. These
guides can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service center visit with a loan officer.

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking
the “Start” button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan
information that is applicable to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any
modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully functional on
mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer.

About Farmers.gov

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with
an authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process
transactions, and manage accounts.

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect
farmers to information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My
Financial Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history,
payments, and alerts by logging into the website.

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan
features, the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit
farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs that
can help their operation recover from natural disasters.

Communication is Key in Lending

Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools
necessary to be successful. FSA staff will provide guidance and counsel from the loan
application process through the borrower’s graduation to commercial credit. While it is FSA’s
commitment to advise borrowers as they identify goals and evaluate progress, it is crucial for
borrowers to communicate with their farm loan staff when changes occur. It is the borrower’s
responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following:
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e Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation
e Any significant changes to family income or expenses

e The development of problem situations

e Any losses or proposed significant changes in security

If a farm loan borrower can’t make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on time,
contact your farm loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options.

New Mexico Farm Service Agency

100 Sun Ave. NE Suite 200
Albuquerque, NM 87109

Phone: 505-761-4900
Fax: 877-450-0860

Executive Officer: Farm Loan Chief:
Brenda Archuleta LeAnn Gibbs

District Directors:
Farm Program Chief: Andrew Flores
Joilynn Gray Oscar Rivera
Rhonda Mitchell

To find contact information for your local office go to www.fsa.usda.gov/NM
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