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Message from the State Executive Director 
Greetings Neighbor, 

I hope everyone had a great Memorial Day weekend. I would like to respectfully remember 
those who gave their lives in the pursuit of our everyday freedoms. Now that the month of May 
is past us, we look forward to this summer and all of the wonderful opportunities to improve on 
your goals for this year. Below are some updates for program deadlines as well as some 
articles pertaining to FSA at this time. 
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As part of USDA’s broader effort to support organic producers and in response to stakeholder 
feedback, this year FSA increased the cost share to the maximum amount allowed by statute. 
USDA will cover up to 75% of the costs associated with organic certification, up to $750 per 
category, through the Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP). 

We are seeking nomination for four positions on the Federal Advisory Committee for Urban 
Agriculture and Innovative Production. Nominations will be open to the public from May 15, 
2023, to July 15, 2023. The 12-member Committee, which first convened in March 2022, is 
part of USDA’s efforts to increase support for urban agriculture and innovative production. 
Member of the Committee provide input on policy development and help identify barriers to 
urban agriculture as USDA works to promote urban farming and the economic opportunities it 
provides in cities across the country. 

Jonas Moya 
State Executive Director 

OFFICE CLOSURE 

• Juneteenth National Independence Day – June 19 
• Independence Day – July 4 
• Labor Day – September 4 
• Columbus Day– October 9 
• Veterans Day (observed) – November 10 
• Thanksgiving – November 23 
• Christmas Day – December 25 

IMPORTANT DATES (Please check with your local office for other deadlines that may 
apply to your particular situation) Service Center Locator 

• Acreage Reporting  
o All other crops, Perennial Forage, Potatoes (Except Curry, Lea, and Roosevelt 

Couties) * Sign Up Ends July 15 
o Hemp * Sign Up Ends July 31 
o Beans * Sign Up Ends August 15 

• Conservation Programs 
o Conservation Reserve Program (Continuous) Signup 59 Ongoing 

• Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program (PARP) 
o Sign Up Ends July 14 

• Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Phase 2 
o Sign Up Ends July 14 

 

https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?service=page%2FCountyMap&state=NM&stateCode=35&stateName=New+Mexico&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


USDA Announces Signup for Crop and Revenue 
Loss Assistance for Agricultural Producers 
Signup began January 23 for additional emergency relief from the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) through the Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Phase Two. 

To be eligible for Phase Two, producers must have suffered a decrease in allowable gross 
revenue in 2020 or 2021 due to necessary expenses related to losses of eligible crops from a 
qualifying natural disaster event. Eligible crops include both traditional insurable commodities 
and specialty crops that are produced in the United States as part of a farming operation and 
are intended to be commercially marketed. This also includes losses of eligible on-farm stored 
commodities. ERP Phase 2 applicants will use the following tax years when selecting 
allowable gross revenue:    

• Benchmark years: 2018 and/or 2019; estimated for new producers with no 2018 or 
2019 revenue or adjusted if the benchmark years are not representative of the 
disaster year due to a change in operation size.  

• Disaster years: 2020 and/or 2021. The allowable gross revenue for the specific 
disaster year will be based on the tax year applicable to that revenue (2020, 2021 or 
2022).   

The ERP tool assists producers in calculating allowable gross revenue, as well as adjusted 
revenue for the benchmark years 2018 and 2019, and allowable gross revenue for 
representative tax years 2020-2022 which represent disaster years 2020 and 2021. Once 
producers complete the allowable gross revenue entries, they are able to print forms FSA-521 
and FSA-521A through this tool.  

The ERP Phase 2 and PARP application period is open from January 23 through June 2 
2023. 

For more information on payment calculations, payment limitations or how to determine 
allowable gross revenue, please reference the ERP Phase 2 fact sheet. 

 

USDA Develops Simplified Direct Loan Application 
to Improve Customer Service 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has developed a simplified direct loan application 
to provide improved customer experience for producers applying for loans from the Farm 
Service Agency (FSA). The simplified direct loan application enables producers to complete a 
more streamlined application, reduced from 29 to 13 pages. Producers will also have the 
option to complete an electronic fillable form or prepare a traditional, paper application for 
submission to their local FSA farm loan office. The paper and electronic versions of the form 
will be available starting March 1, 2023.  

Approximately 26,000 producers submit a direct loan application to the FSA annually, but 
there is a high rate of incomplete or withdrawn applications, due in part to a challenging and 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=05%7C01%7C%7C045d6d08835c4e473b3508db4b2b1011%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638186420540650965%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&reserved=0&sdata=0CUuT74ES7XJ%2BCD2kV9gYdCgECiAqTUjbe3xI28Ouz8%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Femergency-relief%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=05%7C01%7C%7C045d6d08835c4e473b3508db4b2b1011%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638186420540650965%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&reserved=0&sdata=LHd3GEvWI4rmIgu3qJgZ7Uv8kKo7DkrHC0xES9BBRFA%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2F2023%2Ffsa_erp_factsheet_22_update_011823.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


lengthy paper-based application process. Coupled with the Loan Assistance Tool released in 
October 2022, the simplified application will provide all loan applicants access to information 
regarding the application process and assist them with gathering the correct documents 
before they begin the process. This new application will help farmers and ranchers submit 
complete loan applications and reduce the number of incomplete, rejected, or withdrawn 
applications.   

In October 2022, USDA launched the Loan Assistance Tool, an online step-by-step guide that 
provides materials to help an applicant prepare their farm loan application in one tool. Farmers 
can access the Loan Assistance Tool by visiting farmers.gov/farm-loan-assistance-tool and 
clicking the ‘Get Started’ button. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like Chrome, 
Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser. A version compatible with mobile devices is expected to 
be available by the summer. It does not work in Internet Explorer.    

The simplified direct loan application and Loan Assistance Tool are the first of multiple farm 
loan process improvements that will be available to USDA customers on farmers.gov in the 
future. Other improvements that are anticipated to launch in 2023 include:   

• An interactive online direct loan application that gives customers a paperless and 
electronic signature option, along with the ability to attach supporting documents such 
as tax returns.   

• An online direct loan repayment feature that relieves borrowers from the necessity of 
calling, mailing, or visiting a local Service Center to pay a loan installment.  

USDA provides access to credit to approximately 115,000 producers who cannot obtain 
sufficient commercial credit through direct and guaranteed farm loans. With the funds and 
direction Congress provided in Section 22006 of the Inflation Reduction Act, USDA took action 
in October 2022 to provide relief to qualifying distressed borrowers while working on making 
transformational changes to loan servicing so that borrowers are provided the flexibility and 
opportunities needed to address the inherent risks and unpredictability associated with 
agricultural operations.   

Soon, all direct loan borrowers will receive a letter from USDA describing the circumstances 
under which additional payments will be made to distressed borrowers and how they can work 
with their FSA local office to discuss these options. Producers can explore all available 
options on all FSA loan options at fsa.usda.gov or by contacting their local USDA Service 
Center.  

 

USDA Launches Loan Assistance Tool to Enhance 
Equity and Customer Service 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) launched a new online tool to help farmers and 
ranchers better navigate the farm loan application process. This uniform application process 
will help to ensure all farm loan applicants receive equal support and have a consistent 
customer experience with USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) regardless of their individual 
circumstances.   

http://www.farmers.gov/farm-loan-assistance-tool?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/10/18/usda-provides-payments-nearly-800-million-assistance-help-keep?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=05%7C01%7C%7Cd30f6c5695cb4a802bf208db09200454%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638113805350234603%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&reserved=0&sdata=%2BPs4yNzetnZVG%2BrlysrhFZ0b5B3IFF5n5EHRloQ5M7U%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


USDA experiences a high rate of incomplete or withdrawn applications, particularly among 
underserved customers, due in part to a challenging and lengthy paper-based application 
process. The Loan Assistance Tool is available 24/7 and gives customers an online step-by-
step guide that supplements the support they receive when working in person with a USDA 
employee, providing materials that may help an applicant prepare their loan application in one 
tool.  

Farmers can access the Loan Assistance Tool by visiting farmers.gov/farm-loan-assistance-
tool  and clicking the ‘Get Started’ button. From here they can follow the prompts to complete 
the Eligibility Self-Assessment and start the farm loan journey. The tool is built to run on any 
modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully functional on 
mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer.   

The Loan Assistance Tool is the first of multiple farm loan process improvements that will be 
available to USDA customers on farmers.gov in the future. Other improvements and tools that 
are anticipated to launch in 2023 include:  

• A streamlined and simplified direct loan application, reduced from 29 pages to 13 
pages.  

• An interactive online direct loan application that gives customers a paperless and 
electronic signature option, along with the ability to attach supporting documents such 
as tax returns.   

• An online direct loan repayment feature that relieves borrowers from the necessity of 
calling, mailing, or visiting a local Service Center to pay a loan installment.  

Background  

USDA provides access to credit to approximately 115,000 producers who cannot obtain 
sufficient commercial credit through direct and guaranteed farm loans. With the funds and 
direction Congress provided in Section 22006 of the Inflation Reduction Act, USDA is taking 
action to immediately provide relief to qualifying distressed borrowers whose operations are at 
financial risk while working on making transformational changes to loan servicing so that 
borrowers are provided the flexibility and opportunities needed to address the inherent risks 
and unpredictability associated with agricultural operations.  

 

USDA Announces Signup for Pandemic Assistance 
Revenue Program 
The Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program (PARP) will assist eligible producers of 
agricultural commodities who experienced revenue decreases in calendar year 2020 
compared to 2018 or 2019 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. PARP will help address gaps in 
previous pandemic assistance, which was targeted at price loss or lack of market access, 
rather than overall revenue losses.  

http://www.farmers.gov/farm-loan-assistance-tool?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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USDA's Farm Service Agency will accept PARP applications from January 23, 2023, through 
June 2, 2023. 

Eligible and Ineligible Commodities 

For PARP, eligible agricultural commodities include crops, aquaculture, livestock, livestock 
byproducts, or other animals or animal byproducts that are produced as part of a farming 
operation and are intended to be commercially marketed. This includes only commodities 
produced in the United States or those produced outside the United States by a producer 
located in the United States and marketed inside the United States. 

The following commodities are not eligible for PARP: 

• Wild free-roaming animals. 
• Horses and other animals used or intended to be used for racing or wagering. 

• Aquatic species that do not meet the definition of aquaculture. 
• Cannabis sativa L. and any part of that plant that does not meet the definition of hemp. 
• Timber. 

Program Eligibility 

PARP payments will be made on a whole-farm basis, not commodity-by-commodity. To be 
eligible for PARP, an agricultural producer must have been in the business of farming during 
at least part of the 2020 calendar year and must have experienced a 15 percent decrease in 
allowable gross revenue in 2020, as compared to either: 

• The 2018 or 2019 calendar year, as elected by the producer, if they received 
allowable gross revenue during the 2018 or 2019 calendar years, or 

• The producer’s expected 2020 calendar year allowable gross revenue, if the producer 
had no allowable gross revenue in 2018 or 2019. 

PARP payments will be issued after the application period ends on June 2, 2023.  

For more information on determining allowable gross revenue 
visit farmers.gov/coronavirus/pandemic-assistance/parp or review the PARP fact sheet. 

More Information 

To apply for PARP, contact your local USDA Service Center. 

 

USDA Offers New Mexico Producers Many 
Conservation Choices with Continuous CRP 

https://www.farmers.gov/coronavirus/pandemic-assistance/parp?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/documents/farmersgov-parp-factsheet.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Agricultural producers and landowners interested in conservation opportunities for their land in 
exchange for yearly rental payments can find many possibilities through the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s (USDA) Continuous Conservation Reserve Program (Continuous CRP) 
enrollment. This option offers conservation benefits similar to others, like General and 
Grassland CRP, but also offers unique flexibility and several program choices. 

The long-term goal of all CRP opportunities is to re-establish valuable land cover—helping to 
improve water quality, prevent soil erosion, and reduce loss of wildlife habitat. Farmers 
enrolled in the program agree to remove environmentally sensitive land from agricultural 
production and plant species that will improve environmental health and quality in exchange 
for a yearly rental payment. 

Under Continuous CRP, producers and landowners can enroll in CRP throughout the year. 
Offers are automatically accepted provided the producer and land meet the eligibility 
requirements and the enrollment levels do not exceed the statutory cap. The Climate-Smart 
Practice Incentive is also applicable to Continuous signup.    

There are several enrollment options within Continuous CRP, including: 

• CLEAR30 
o The Clean Lakes, Estuaries, And Rivers Initiative provides the opportunity to 

reenroll expiring CRP water quality practices in a 30-year CRP contract, which 
promotes continued maintenance of established waterways, wetlands, and 
buffer practices. 

• State Acres For Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE) 
o The SAFE initiative restores vital habitat in order to meet high-priority state 

wildlife conservation goals. 
• Highly Erodible Lands Initiative (HELI) 

o HELI provides participants with the opportunity to establish long-term cover on 
highly erodible cropland that has a weighted erodibility index (EI) greater than 
or equal to 20. 

To sign up, producers should contact the Farm Service Agency at their local USDA Service 
Center. 

 

USDA Seeks Members for Federal Advisory 
Committee for Urban Agriculture and Innovative 
Production 
USDA is seeking nominations for four positions on the Federal Advisory Committee for Urban 
Agriculture and Innovative Production. Nominations will be open to public from May 15, 2023, 
to July 15, 2023. The 12-member Committee, which assembled in March 2022, is part of 
USDA’s efforts to increase support for urban agriculture and innovative production. Members 
of the committee provide input on policy development and to help identify barriers to urban 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/crp-continuous-enrollment-period-factsheet.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/fsa-clear30_factsheet.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/2022/crp_safe_initiative-fact_sheet.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/2022/fsa_heli_fact_sheet_final_producer.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


agriculture as USDA works to promote urban farming and the economic opportunities it 
provides in cities across the country. 

 

Join us for the People’s Garden anniversary! Sign 
up your garden in New Mexico 
The People’s Garden community is growing! Last May, USDA renewed the People’s Garden 
initiative. On the anniversary of the reopening we invite you to join approximately 1,200 
People’s Gardens that have signed up nationwide in the past year by registering on the USDA 
People’s Garden website. Community gardens, urban farms, school gardens, and small-scale 
agriculture projects in rural, suburban and urban areas can join the “People’s Garden” 
community. 

We invite you to: 

• Join the People’s Garden community. 
• Grow using sustainable practices that benefit people and wildlife. 
• Teach about local, resilient food systems. 
• People’s Gardens are marked on a map on the USDA website and may be featured in 

USDA communications. You’ll receive a People’s Garden sign to display and learn 
about People’s Garden community information such as webinars. 

Sign up at www.usda.gov/peoples-garden 

 

USDA Offers Livestock Disaster Program 
Flexibilities; Responds to Needs Expressed by 
Producers Hard-Hit by Natural Disasters 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) has provided additional flexibilities and further enhanced 
disaster recovery assistance provided by the Emergency Assistance for Livestock Honeybees, 
and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP), Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Livestock 
Forage Disaster Program (LFP) in response to needs expressed by livestock producers 
across the U.S. who have experienced significant feed, forage and animal losses from natural 
disasters. These livestock disaster program policy enhancements include an extended June 2, 
2023, deadline to submit notices of loss and applications for payment for 2022 losses. The 
deadline extension and program flexibilities are available to eligible producers nationwide who 
incurred losses from a qualifying natural disaster event.   

LIP and ELAP reimburses producers for a portion of the value of livestock, poultry and other 
animals that died because of a qualifying natural disaster event or for loss of grazing acres, 
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feed, and forage. LFP provides benefits for grazing losses due to a qualifying drought or 
wildfire. For fire, losses must occur on federally managed lands. ELAP provides benefits for 
grazing losses not covered under LFP.      

New Program Applications for 2022   

FSA is accepting 2022 LIP notices of loss and applications for payment through June 2, 2023, 
for all covered livestock that may have been eligible in 2022.    

Producers who did not sign up for ELAP assistance for hauling livestock, forage and feedstuff 
hauling or other losses covered under ELAP in 2022 can also apply through 
June 2, 2023.    

FSA will accept LFP applications for only newly eligible covered livestock through 
June 2, 2023.   

All required supporting documentation must be received and on file in the county office by the 
established deadline.    

Revising 2022 Applications    

Producers who have a 2022 ELAP, LIP or LFP application on file with FSA as of the program 
deadline or were placed on an approved register, may revise their application with the newly 
updated eligible livestock no later than June 2, 2023.   

Filing a Notice of Loss for ELAP due to 2022 and 2023 Drought   

To support program access for counties that do not currently have a 365-day grazing season, 
FSA is waiving the 30-day timeframe for producers to submit a notice of loss for the 2023 
ELAP program year due to qualifying drought in calendar years 2022 or 2023. Producers can 
now submit a notice of loss from the date the loss is apparent, as far back as Jan. 1, 2023, for 
2022 eligible losses and 2023 eligible losses that occur before June 2, 2023.     

For counties that have a 365-day grazing season, producers must have a qualifying drought in 
the 2023 calendar year to be eligible for 2023 livestock, water and feed hauling in 2023.   

More Information   

Livestock producers must provide evidence that livestock death was due to an eligible 
adverse weather event or loss condition. In addition, livestock producers should bring 
supporting evidence, including documentation of the number and kind of livestock that died, 
photographs or video records to document the loss, purchase records, veterinarian records, 
production records and other similar documents. Owners who sold injured livestock for a 
reduced price because the livestock were injured due to an adverse weather event, must 
provide verifiable evidence of the reduced sale of the livestock.    

Producers can apply for ELAP, LFP and LIP benefits at their local FSA county office. For more 
information or to submit a notice of loss or an application for payment, please contact 
your local FSA office or visit farmers.gov/recover.   

https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/recover?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


 

USDA Previews Emergency Relief Assistance for 
Agricultural Producers Who Incurred Losses Due 
to 2022 Natural Disaster Events 
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack today announced plans to roll out $3.7 billion in Emergency 
Relief Program (ERP) and Emergency Livestock Relief Program (ELRP) assistance to crop 
and livestock producers who sustained losses due to a qualifying natural disaster event in 
calendar year 2022. USDA is sharing early information to allow producers time to gather 
documents in advance of program delivery. Through distribution of remaining funds, USDA is 
also concluding the 2021 ELRP program by sending payments in the amount of 20% of the 
initial ELRP payment to all existing recipients. 

Background 

On December 29, 2022, President Biden signed into law the Disaster Relief Supplemental 
Appropriations Act, 2023 (P.L. 117-328) that provides about $3.7 billion in financial assistance 
for agricultural producers impacted by wildfires, droughts, hurricanes, winter storms and other 
eligible disasters occurring in calendar year 2022.   

Additionally, the Act specifically targets up to about $500 million to livestock producers for 
losses incurred due to drought or wildfire in calendar year 2022. 

ERP 2022 for Crop Producers 

USDA, through the Farm Service Agency (FSA), intends to deploy the lessons learned from 
the development and implementation of ERP and ELRP for previous years’ losses to ensure 
expedited assistance for 2022 losses.  

Based on positive feedback from producers, stakeholder groups and FSA county office staff, 
USDA intends to provide an ERP track for producers who had coverage through Risk 
Management Agency’s federal crop insurance or FSA’s Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP). Through a streamlined application process, USDA intends to be in a position 
to send pre-filled applications directly to eligible producers in early summer.  

For producers who have not been able to avail themselves of risk management coverage or 
whose losses were not covered, USDA intends to offer a program track to access ERP 
assistance with assistance provided to producers who suffered a decrease in allowable gross 
revenue in 2022 due to necessary expenses related to losses of eligible crops from a 
qualifying natural disaster event.     

Instead of implementing these program tracks as two separate phases on different timelines, 
FSA intends to make both tracks available to producers at the same time, noting that the first 
track will follow a streamlined process with less paperwork burden, based on existing, 
available risk management data. The second ERP track would require that producers provide 
FSA with certain information related to revenue.   

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/emergency-relief/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/emergency-relief/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://rma.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/noninsured-crop-disaster-assistance/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/noninsured-crop-disaster-assistance/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


ELRP 2022 for Livestock Producers and Close Out of ELRP for 2021  

For impacted ranchers, USDA intends to leverage FSA’s Livestock Forage Disaster Program 
(LFP) data to deliver ELRP assistance for increases in supplemental feed costs in 2022. 

To be eligible for an ELRP payment for 2022 losses, livestock producers will need to have 
suffered grazing losses from wildfire or in a county rated by the U.S. Drought Monitor as 
having a D2 (severe drought) for eight consecutive weeks or a D3 (extreme drought) or higher 
level of drought intensity during the 2022 calendar year and have applied and been approved 
for 2022 LFP. Additionally, otherwise eligible producers whose permitted grazing on federally 
managed lands was disallowed due to wildfire will also be eligible for ELRP payments if they 
applied and were approved for 2022 LFP. 

In a continued effort to streamline and simplify the delivery of ELRP benefits, eligible 
producers will not be required to apply for payment.    

Meanwhile, FSA also intends to provide additional assistance to ranchers for qualifying 
livestock losses from drought and wildfire in 2021.  More information will be announced in the 
coming months. 

How Producers Can Prepare  

To participate in ERP and ELRP for 2022 losses, both crop and livestock producers should 
have or be prepared to have the following forms on file with FSA:    

• Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet (as applicable to the program 
participant);    

• Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity;   
• Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable); and    
• Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation 

(WC) Certification.    

Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will likely 
have these required forms on file. However, those who are uncertain or want to confirm 
should contact FSA at their local USDA Service Center.    

In addition to the forms listed above, underserved producers are encouraged to register their 
status with FSA, using Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning 
and Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification, as certain existing permanent and ad-hoc 
disaster programs provide increased benefits or reduced fees and premiums.    

Producers with eligible crop losses who did not have federal crop insurance or NAP risk 
management coverage for 2022 and intend to apply for ERP assistance will need to pull 
together revenue information that is readily available from most tax records. FSA encourages 
producers to have their tax documents from the past few years and supporting materials ready 
including Schedule F (Form 1040) and Profit or Loss from Farming or similar tax documents. 
FSA will not require these forms to be submitted with the ERP application, but will require a 
certification, similar to Adjusted Gross Income certification that has been used for many years 
for Farm Bill programs. Applicants simply report and certify to the information required for the 
program.  

https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Crop producers who have federal crop insurance coverage should ensure that information on 
file with their insurance agent is accurate and that any pending activities needed to file loss 
claims for 2022 losses are addressed as soon as possible. Producers who received ERP 
assistance last year or who will receive assistance for 2022 losses are required to purchase 
crop insurance or NAP for the next two crop years.  

More Information   

In the coming months, USDA intends to provide additional information on how to apply for 
assistance through ERP and ELRP for 2022 losses. Through proactive communications and 
outreach, USDA will keep producers and stakeholders informed as program eligibility, 
application and implementation details unfold.  

 

USDA Reminds New Mexico Producers to File 
Crop Acreage Reports 
Agricultural producers in New Mexico who have not yet completed their crop acreage 
reports after planting should make an appointment with their U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) service center before the applicable deadline.   

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended uses. Filing 
an accurate and timely acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage 
and prevented planted acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits. 

How to File a Report 

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable in New Mexico: 

May 15, 2023                      Spring Small Grains 

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county. Contact your local FSA office for a list of 
acreage reporting deadlines by crop. 

To file a crop acreage report, producers need to provide: 

• Crop and crop type or variety. 
• Intended use of the crop. 
• Number of acres of the crop. 
• Map with approximate boundaries for the crop. 
• Planting date(s). 
• Planting pattern, when applicable. 
• Producer shares. 
• Irrigation practice(s). 

https://www.farmers.gov/crop-acreage-reports?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/crop-acreage-reports?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


• Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable. 
• Other information as required. 

Acreage Reporting Details 

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must 
be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the 
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring 
the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office. 

• If crops are covered by the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program, acreage 
reports should be submitted by the applicable state, county, or crop-specific reporting 
deadline or 15 calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. 

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, 
were unable to because of a natural disaster. 

Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 
15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and USDA’s Risk 
Management Agency. 

FSA offers continuous certification for perennial forage. This means after perennial forage is 
reported once and the producer elects continuous certification, the certification remains in 
effect until a change is made. Check with FSA at the local USDA Service Center for more 
information on continuous certification. 

New Option to View, Print and Label Maps on Farmers.gov 

Producers with an eAuth account linked to their USDA customer record can now access their 
FSA farm records, maps and common land units by logging into farmers.gov. A new feature 
will allow producers to export field boundaries as shapefiles and import and view other 
shapefiles, such as precision agriculture boundaries. This will allow producers to view, print 
and label their own maps for acreage reporting purposes.  

Producers who have authority to act on behalf of another customer as a grantee via form 
FSA-211 Power of Attorney, Business Partner Signature Authority, along with other signature 
types, or as a member of a business can now access information in the farmers.gov portal. 

Producers can learn how to use the farmers.gov Farm Records Mapping functionality with 
this fact sheet and these video tutorials.  

More Information 

Producers can make an appointment to report acres by contacting their local USDA Service 
Center 

 

https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2021-09/farmersgov-portal-farmrecords-factsheet.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=05%7C01%7C%7Cb2c6cf9906ad4ac5195608db4fd2c3d7%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638191538870416835%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&reserved=0&sdata=TXyailswM82i8PKupU2tAkOr6MIWwnsc2J9wwweLres%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fplaylist%3Flist%3DPL0Oy58bSZgQFQe1pWsiPp_BjfmDY-72g5%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


New Mexico Farm Service Agency 
100 Sun Ave. NE Suite 200 

Albuquerque, NM 87109 

Phone: 505-761-4900 
Fax: 877-450-0860 

State Executive Director: 
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jonas.moya@usda.gov 
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brenda.archuleta@usda.gov 
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andrew.flores@usda.gov 
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To find contact information for your local office go to www.fsa.usda.gov/NM 

 

 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..qMQ3tAV6GksPMs0lCEqrJqhvPodifnar4Qha8b-uXEc/s/1720309548/br/112738033774-l?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

