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Message from the State Executive Director
Hello Friends,

We have a few updates to share with you. We are looking forward to the 2024 fall
season. Thank you to all of our subscribers and producers for tuning in each
month.
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Below is a photo from the Navajo Nation Fair Parade in Window Rock, AZ. Members
from New Mexico and Arizona FSA participated and spoke with many people about

programs, events, and much more.

Pictured from Left to Right: Ginger Torres- AZ SED, Jonas Moya-NM SED, Gloria
J. Hale-RD Loan Assistant

The 2024 Agrifuture Conference is taking place October 14-15in Las Cruces, New
Mexico. This an opportunity to launch a career in the world of agriculture. Please
see the flyer below for details on the event.
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OCTOBER 14 -15 | LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO

Do you want to learn about the agriculture [m""r MISS uu‘l'
industry and how you can become more involved?

Register now for the 2024 AgriFuture Educational Institute, n" THIS

Thee registration deadline is approaching quickly. College-age students

are especially encouraged to attend. UPPDHTUNITV
Cost of attendance is just 525 TO LAUNCH YOUR
Includes ag tours, all meals and NMSU football tickets. [:M;IEEH lH 'l'HE wnm_ﬂ

This year's keynote speaker is Heather Salopek, owner of Legacy Pecans.

: : OF AGRICULTURE!
Some of the topics you can expect to learn about include:
- Fingncial Management BEEISTEH Hnw SCAN Ok CODE

- Marketing and AgriBusiness
= Opportunities for Getling Started
= Litikizing Agencies

Your time at AgriFuture will be rewarding,

as you will have the chance to learn from and
network and interact with experts in multiple
agriculture-related fields.

For more information, contact NMDA Events Manager Jane Steele Heitz
at{575) 646-18564 or |heitz@nmdanmisu. edu

Back on October 31, 2023, FSA announced ERP 2022 in a Notice of Funds
Availability was published in the Federal Regulations (FR) (88 FR 74404-74419). As
announced in the FR notice published August 23, 2024, (Federal Register: Notice;
Emergency Relief Program 2022 (ERP 2022). USDA was preliminarily enjoined on
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June 7, 2024, from making or increasing payments, or providing any additional
relief, based on the “socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher” designation. To
comply with the preliminary injunction, FSA acted on June 7, 2024, to immediately
pause ERP 2022 approvals and payments to evaluate the way forward. On
September 13, FSA’s administrator announces that FSA may resuming approvals
and issuing ERP 2022 payments. Please be advised that consistent with the
preliminary injunction, payments to SDA farmers or ranchers will be subjectto a
modified payment calculation.

As we approach the end of the fiscal year, our county office staff is working
diligently in preparing annual conservation and commodity payments. Please be
sure to reach out to our offices if your contact or banking information have
changed. For the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Payments, filing an annual
acreage reportis a requirement. If you hold an active CRP contract and have not
certified your CRP acres for 2024, the annual CRP payment will not be issued. The
deadline to certify those acres for 2024 was July 15; however, you may still submita
late filed report with a payment of the late fee.

As we move toward starting a new crop year, our farm and customer records will be
rolling over into FY2025. If you have any farm operation changes, including, but not
limited to the following, please contact your administrative office so your records
can be updated:

e ownership

e operatorship

e tenants

e new leases

o expired leases (No longer farming a property)
e banking

e mailing address

FSA is here to serve you. Visit farmers.gov service center locator to obtain your
local FSA County Office information.

Thank you,


https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

Jonas Moya
State Executive Director

OFFICE CLOSURE
e Columbus Day/Indigenous Peoples' Day — October 14
e Veteran's Day-November 11
e Thanksgiving Day — November 28
e Christmas Day - December 25

IMPORTANT DATES (Please check with your local office for other deadlines that
may apply to your particular situation) Service Center Locator

e Emergency Relief Program (ERP)

o October 15, Final Date to submit Required & Optional Eligibility
Forms

For crops covered by NAP, the acreage reporting is the earlier of the acreage
reporting date of 15 calendar days before harvest or the onsite of grazing.

e 2025 Noninsured Crop Assistance Program (NAP) Application Closing
Dates

o September 30: Barely, Canola, Oats, Rye, Triticale, Wheat

o November 20: Apples, Apricots, Cherries, Caneberries, Grapes,
Nectarines, Peaches, Pears, Pistachios, Plums

o December 1: Grass, Honey, Lettuce
e Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP)

o October 31: Signup Ends

Conduct Business Online Through the Farmers.gov Portal

Looking for ways to do business with USDA that saves you time? Look no further
than farmers.gov.

When you create an account for the farmers.gov authenticated customer portal,
you have access to self-service features through a secure login. Managing your
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business with USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) and Natural Resources

Conservation Service (NRCS) is faster than ever. From e-signing documents,

viewing, printing, and exporting maps and receiving notifications of payment

disbursements, a farmers.gov authenticated account makes doing business with

USDA easy and secure.

What can you do with your farmers.gov account?

View FSA Farm Loan information including interest payments, loan
advances, payment history and paid-in-full/restructured loans.

Make USDA direct farm loan payments using the Pay My Loan feature.
Access the Online Loan Application portal.
View, print and export detailed FSA farm records and farm/tract maps.

Import precision agriculture planting boundaries, create labels containing
crop information, and print both on farm tract maps.

View and print your FSA-156EZ with farm details
View and print your Producer Farm Data Report

View NRCS Disbursements and Farm Loans financial activity from the past
180 days.

View your land, access NRCS data on your conservation plans, contracts,
and planning land units through the Conservation Land Area page.

View, upload, download and e-sign NRCS documents.

Request NRCS conservation and financial assistance, including submitting
a program application.

View detailed information on all previous and ongoing NRCS contracts,
including the amount of cost- share assistance received and anticipated;
and even request contract modifications, report practice completion and
request practice certification.

“Switch Profiles” to act on behalf of your entity or another individual when
you have active representative authority on file
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If you’d like to see the features in action and learn more about how to use them,
check out the 3-5-minute farmers.gov account video tutorials.

How do you create a farmers.gov account?

Visit farmers.gov/account to access information about farmers.gov accounts and

sign in to the site’s authenticated portal. You will need a Login.gov account linked
to your USDA customer record to access your farmers.gov authenticated site.
Customers who are new to USDA should visit Get Started at Your USDA Service
Center, then go to farmers.gov/account to create a farmers.gov account.

To create a farmers.gov account you will need:

e A USDA individual customer record — A customer record contains
information you have given to USDA to do business with them, like your
name, address, phone number, and any legal representative authority
relationships. Contact your local USDA Service Center to make sure you
have an individual USDA customer record on file and your information is up
to date.

e AlLlogin.govaccount— Login.gov is a sign-in service that gives people
secure online access to participating government programs. You can create
a Login.gov account linked to your customer record by following the
directions on farmers.gov/account.

o ldentity Verification — You can choose to verify your identity with Login.gov
or in-person at a USDA Service Center.

In addition to the self-service features, farmers.gov also has information on USDA
programs, farm loans, disaster assistance, conservation programs and crop
insurance.

USDA Accepts Nearly 2.2 Million Acres through this year’s Grassland, General,
and Continuous CRP sighups

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is accepting offers for more than 2.2
million acres from agricultural producers and private landowners through this
year’s Grassland, General, and Continuous Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
signups administered by USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA). With these accepted
acres, enrollmentis very near the 27 million CRP acreage cap.
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Grassland CRP

Including the nearly 1.44 million acres recently accepted in Grassland CRP for
offers received in 2024, producers will have enrolled more than 10 million acres in
this popular working-lands program.

Grassland CRP allows producers and landowners to continue grazing and haying
practices while protecting grasslands and further CRP’s impacts. Grassland CRP
leverages working lands practices to improve biodiversity and conserve
environmentally sensitive land.

Enrolled acres help sequester carbon in vegetation and soil, while enhancing
resilience to drought and wildfire. Meanwhile, producers can still conduct common
grazing practices, such as haying, mowing or harvesting seed from the enrolled
land, which supports agricultural production.

Top states for this year’s Grassland CRP signup include:
e Nebraska with 237,853 acres accepted
e Colorado with 218,145 acres accepted
¢ New Mexico with 185,619 acres accepted

Additionally, to target conservation in key geographies, USDA prioritizes land within
two National Priority Zones: The Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem and the Dust Bowl
area. The 2024 Grassland CRP enrollment has added more than 560,000 acres in
the Priority Zones, bringing the total acres to 3.8 million. By conserving working
grasslands and other lands that underpin iconic big game migrations, land enrolled
in these zones contributes to broader USDA conservation efforts through Working
Lands for Wildlife.

General and Continuous CRP

FSA also has accepted nearly 200,000 acres through the General signup, bringing
total acres enrolled in General CRP to 7.9 million acres. As one of the largest
private lands conservation programs in the United States, CRP offers a range of
conservation options to farmers, ranchers and landowners. It has been an
especially strong opportunity for farmers with less productive or marginal cropland,
helping them re-establish valuable land cover to help improve water quality,
prevent soil erosion and support wildlife habitat.
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In January 2024, FSA opened enrollment for Continuous CRP. Under this
enrollment, producers and landowners can enroll in CRP throughout the year.
Offers are automatically accepted provided the producer and land meet the
eligibility requirements and the enrollment levels do not exceed the statutory
cap. To date, in 2024, more than 565,000 acres have been offered through
Continuous CRP bringing the total acres enrolled to 8.5 million.

Producers can still make an offer to participate in CRP through the Continuous CRP
signup, which is ongoing, by contacting FSA at their local USDA Service Center.

USDA Expands Funding Opportunities for Specialty Crop Growers to Help
Offset On-Farm Food Safety Expenses for 2024 and 2025

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is expanding the Food Safety
Certification for Specialty Crops (FSCSC) program to now include medium-sized

businesses in addition to small businesses. Eligible specialty crop growers can
apply for assistance for expenses related to obtaining or renewing a food safety
certification. The program has also been expanded to include assistance for 2024
and 2025 expenses. Producers can apply for assistance on their calendar year
2024 expenses beginning July 1, 2024, through Jan. 31, 2025. For program year
2025, the application period will be Jan. 1, 2025, through Jan. 31, 2026.

Program Details

FSCSC assists specialty crop operations that incurred eligible on-farm food safety
certification and expenses related to obtaining or renewing a food safety. FSCSC
covers a percentage of the specialty crop operation’s cost of obtaining or renewing
its certification, as well as a portion of related expenses.

Eligible FSCSC applicants must be a specialty crop operation; meet the definition
of a small or medium-size business and have paid eligible expenses related to
certification.

e Asmallbusiness has an average annual monetary value of specialty crops
sold by the applicant during the three-year period preceding the program
year of no more than $500,000.
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e A medium size business has an average annual monetary value of specialty
crops the applicant sold during the three-year period preceding the program
year of at least $500,001 but no more than $1,000,000.

Specialty crop operations can receive the following cost assistance:
e Developing afood safety plan for first-time food safety certification.
e Maintaining or updating an existing food safety plan.
e Food safety certification.
e Certification upload fees.
e Microbiological testing for products, soil amendments and water.
e Training.

FSCSC payments are calculated separately for each eligible cost category. Details
about payment rates and limitations are available at farmers.gov/food-safety.

Applying for Assistance

Interested applicants have until Jan. 31, 2025, to apply for assistance for 2024
eligible expenses. FSA will issue payments as applications are processed and
approved. For program year 2025, the application period will be January 1, 2025,
through January 31, 2026. FSA will issue 50% of the calculated payment for
program year 2025 following application approval, with the remaining amount to be
paid after the application deadline. If calculated payments exceed the amount of
available funding, payments will be prorated.

Specialty crop producers can apply by completing the FSA-888-1, Food Safety
Certification for Specialty Crops Program (FSCSC) for Program Years 2024 and
2025 application. The application, along with the AD-2047, Customer Data
Worksheet and SF-3881, ACH Vendor/Miscellaneous Payment Enrollment Form, if
not already on file with FSA, can be submitted to the FSA office at any USDA
Service Center nationwide by mail, fax, hand delivery or via electronic means.
Alternatively, producers with an eAuthentication account can apply for

FSCSC online. Producers interested in creating an eAuthentication account should
visit farmers.gov/sign-in.
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Specialty crop producers can also call 877-508-8364 to speak directly with a FSA
employee ready to assist. Visit farmers.gov/food-safety for additional program
details, eligibility information and forms needed to apply.

More Information

To learn more about FSA programs, producers can contact their local USDA Service
Center. Producers can also prepare maps for acreage reporting as well as manage
farm loans and view other farm records data and customer information by logging
into their farmers.gov account. Producers without an account can sign up today.

Obtaining Payments Due to Deceased Producers

In order to claim a Farm Service Agency (FSA) payment on behalf of a deceased
producer, all program conditions for the payment must have been met before the
applicable producer’s date of death.

If a producer earned a FSA payment prior to his or her death, the following is the
order of precedence for the representatives of the producer:

e administrator or executor of the estate

e the surviving spouse

e surviving sons and daughters, including adopted children
e surviving father and mother

e surviving brothers and sisters

e heirs of the deceased person who would be entitled to payment according
to the State law

For FSA to release the payment, the legal representative of the deceased producer
must file a form FSA-325 to claim the payment for themselves or an estate. The
county office will verify that the application, contract, loan agreement, or other
similar form requesting payment issuance, was signed by the applicable deadline
by the deceased or a person legally authorized to act on their behalf at that time of
application.
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If the application, contract or loan agreement form was signed by someone other
than the deceased participant, FSA will determine whether the person submitting
the form has the legal authority to submit the form.

Payments will be issued to the respective representative’s name using the
deceased program participant’s tax identification number. Payments made to
representatives are subject to offset regulations for debts owed by the deceased.

FSA is not responsible for advising persons in obtaining legal advice on how to
obtain program benefits that may be due to a participant who has died,
disappeared or who has been declared incompetent.

USDA Offers Assistance and Resources for Recovery from and Prevention of
Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza H5N1 in Dairy Herds

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service (APHIS) has confirmed the detection of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza
(HPAI), also known as H5N1, in dairy cattle in 12 states including Colorado, Idaho,
lowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, North Carolina, New Mexico, Ohio, South
Dakota, Texas and Wyoming. To protect the U.S. livestock industry from the threat
posed by HPAI H5N1 USDA is taking a number of actions with our federal
partners.

On April 24, APHIS announced a federal order that includes mandatory testing for
interstate movement of dairy cattle and mandatory reporting of influenza A
detections in livestock. In addition to the Federal Order mandates, USDA provides
several voluntary testing and monitoring options, including the HPAI Dairy Herd
Status Program announced on May 31, 2024. APHIS has released a list

of requirements and recommendations that apply to interstate moving of lactating

dairy cattle, testing guidance for livestock, and answers to frequently asked
questions. Producers are encouraged to visit the APHIS HPAI Livestock

Detection website for information about these programs and requirements, as well
as the most comprehensive and timely updates about this rapidly evolving
situation.

Assistance for Milk Loss

Confirmed H5N1 Positive Test Results Required for Recovery Assistance
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Producers who incur milk losses in their dairy herds due to HPAI H5N1 can now
apply for financial assistance through the USDA’s updated Emergency Assistance
for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP). USDA’s Farm
Service Agency (FSA) expanded ELAP policy through the rule-making process to
assist with financial losses resulting from reduced milk production when cattle are
removed from commercial milking in dairy herds having a confirmed positive H5N1
test. Positive tests must be confirmed through the USDA’s APHIS’ National
Veterinary Services Laboratories (NVSL).

To apply, producers need to submit the following to FSA:

e Proof of herd infection through a confirmed positive H5N1 test (based on
USDA’s APHIS H5N1 case definition) on individual animal or bulk tank
samples confirmed by APHIS’ NVSL;

e Anotice of loss indicating the date when the loss is apparent, which is the
sample collection date for the positive H5N1 test; and

e An application for payment certifying the number of eligible adult dairy cows
removed from production, the month the cows were removed from
production, and the producer’s share in the milk production.

The final date to file a notice of loss and application for payment for eligible losses
is 30 days after the end of the prior calendar year, which is January 30.

Note: To determine livestock and producer eligibility for ELAP H5N1 assistance, to
submit an application or if you’ve not previously conducted business with FSA,
contact your local FSA county office for details. Find your local office. Other online

resources include frequently asked questions and a fact sheet.
Loans for Biosecurity Implementation

FSA also provides direct and guaranteed loans for farmers and ranchers that can
assist with implementation of biosecurity measures for their operations. Loans can
assist with:

e Installing physical barriers to facilitate quarantine, to prevent livestock
interaction with wildlife, and to prevent unauthorized access by visitors

e Purchase of disinfectant, footbaths, and disposable footwear and clothing;

e \Veterinary costs related to vaccination and general animal health;


https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/hpai-livestock-case-definition.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=05%7C02%7CSkyler.Wilson%40usda.gov%7C621e2574914e4aca8a3508dcd19a4724%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638615707763439743%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&reserved=0&sdata=s3AM5ePKiEqNNcEgpov%2FcKFZy0J3GloGiIrBZ7gntz4%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2F2024%2F3_fsa_elap_h5n1_faq_2024.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=05%7C02%7CSkyler.Wilson%40usda.gov%7C621e2574914e4aca8a3508dcd19a4724%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638615707763453465%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&reserved=0&sdata=VwmcH3wDwRSOdZd8swnmVvOxh%2F5xJyG7rH8r1P8TObo%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2F2024%2Ffsa_elap_h5n1_factsheet_2024.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

o Testing of feed and water sources for toxins and other disease;
e Costs associated with responsible manure disposal and management;

e Costs associated with cleaning and disinfecting livestock transportation
equipment; and

e Other biosecurity measures recommended by USDA or other applicable
agencies.

To learn more about loans, producers can use the:

e Loan Assistance Tool - helps producers better navigate the farm loan
process. The online Loan Assistance Tool provides producers needing
agricultural financing with an interactive, step-by-step guide.

e Farm Loans Overview Factsheet — provides an overview of all FSA direct and

guaranteed loans, and eligibility requirements.

e Farm Loans Homepage — gives in-depth farm loan information, including

fact sheets, for those who don’t want to use the online Loan Assistance
Tool.

To learn more about ELAP or farm loans, producers should contact the FSA at
the local USDA Service Center.

To learn more about APHIS requirements and resources, visit APHIS’ Highly
Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) Detections in Livestock webpage.

USDA Now Accepting Farm Loan Payments Online

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced today that most farm loan
borrowers will soon be able to make payments to their direct loans online through
the Pay My Loan feature on farmers.gov in early February. Pay My Loan is part of a
broader effort by USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) to streamline its processes,
especially for producers who may have limited time during the planting or harvest
seasons to visit a local FSA office; modernize and improve customer service;
provide additional customer self-service tools; and expand credit access to assist
more producers.

On average, local USDA Service Centers process more than 225,000 farm loan
payments each year. Pay My Loan gives most borrowers an online repayment
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option and relieves them from needing to call, mail, or visit a Service Center to pay
their loan installment. Farm loan payments can now be made at the borrower’s
convenience, on their schedule and outside of FSA office hours.

Pay My Loan also provides time savings for FSA’s farm loan employees by
minimizing manual payment processing activities. This new service for producers
means that farm loan employees will have more time to focus on reviewing and
processing new loans or servicing requests.

The Pay My Loan feature can be accessed at farmers.gov/loans. To use the payment
feature, producers must establish a USDA customer account and a USDA Level 2
eAuthentication (“eAuth”) account or a Login.gov account. This initial release only

allows individuals with loans to make online payments. For now, borrowers with
jointly payable checks will need to continue to make loan payments through their
local office.

FSA has a significant initiative underway to streamline and automate the Farm
Loan Program customer-facing business process. For the over 26,000 producers
who submit a direct loan application annually, FSA has made various
improvements including:

e The Online Loan Application, an interactive, guided application that is
paperless and provides helpful features including an electronic signature
option, the ability to attach supporting documents such as tax returns,
complete a balance sheet, and build a farm operating plan.

e The Loan Assistance Tool that provides customers with an interactive online,
step-by-step guide to identifying the direct loan products that may be a fit
for their business needs and to understanding the application process.

A simplified direct loan paper application, which reduced loan applications by

more than half, from 29 pages to 13 pages.

USDA Reminds Producers of Climate-Smart Opportunities Using Farm Loan
Programs

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds
agricultural producers that Farm Loan Programs can be used to support a variety of
climate-smart agriculture practices, which build on many practices that farmers
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and ranchers already use, like cover cropping, nutrient management and
conservation tillage.

Climate-smart agricultural practices generate significant environmental benefits by
capturing and sequestering carbon, improving water management, restoring soil
health and more. Farm loan funding complements other tools to help producers
adopt climate-smart practices, such as FSA’s Conservation Reserve Program, crop

insurance options that support conservation, and conservation programs offered

by USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).

FSA offers multiple types of loans to help farmers and ranchers start, expand or
maintain a family agricultural operation. These loans can provide the capital
needed to invest in climate-smart practices and equipment including the
establishment of rotational grazing systems, precision agriculture equipment or
machinery for conversion to no-till residue management. Additionally, for programs
like Conservation Reserve Program and NRCS conservation programs where USDA
and the producer share the implementation cost, a farm loan could be used for the
producer’s share, if consistent with the authorized loan purpose.

Some additional ways farm loans can be leveraged to invest in climate-smart
agriculture practices or equipmentinclude:

e Precision Agriculture Equipment - Eligible producers could use a Term
Operating Loan to purchase equipment like GPS globes, monitors, or strip
till fertilizer equipment.

e Cover Crops - Eligible producers could use an Annual Operating Loan for
seed costs.

e No/Reduced Till - Eligible producers could use a Term Operating Loan to
purchase equipment.

o Livestock Facility Air Scrubber or Waste Treatment - Eligible producers
could use a Farm Ownership Loan for capital improvements to livestock
facilities.

e Cross Fencing - Eligible producers could use an Annual or Term Operating
Loan to purchase fencing and installation equipment.
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Visit the Climate-Smart Agriculture and Forestry webpage on farmers.gov to learn
more and see detailed examples of how an FSA farm loan can support climate-
smart agriculture practices.
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