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SED Comments 

As I approach the last day of my time here at USDA Farm Service 
Agency, I reflect back on some of the highlights of the last eight 
years here at FSA: 

• Farm Storage Facility Loans – In the last year or so we 
have been able to greatly expand the commodities, 
structures and machinery that you can purchase using 
Farm Storage Facility Loans. I’m proud to say, a lot of 
these changes originate right here in New York! From cold 
storage, to refrigerated trucks, to milk houses, find out if a 
Farm Storage Facility Loan can work for you! 

• Microloans – This administration introduced microloans, 
low interest loans up to $50,000 that require less 
paperwork and experience than traditional FSA Loans. 

• Speaking of traditional FSA Loans, we have been able to 
reduce the closing time significantly here in New York 
State. 

• Buy-Up Protection for NAP (Non-Insured Crop and Disaster 
Protection) – In the last farm bill, buy-up protection was 
added to the NAP program, making it a much more 
beneficial insurance program for farmers. Forage quality 
buy-up protection was also added, giving forage producers 
an insurance option as well, based not just on quantity, but 
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the quality of the forage. 
• Urban Agriculture – this summer I toured a roof top farm in 

Brooklyn that produces 10 tons/acre! This is just one 
example of many diverse urban ag projects happening in 
New York City, and other urban areas around the State. 
There is so much interest in fact, we’ve been able to add a 
new position based in Brooklyn. Our Urban Ag Outreach 
Specialist position is the first of its kind in the country! I’m 
excited to see the impact this position will have.  

• Sadly, we’ve also had to deal with numerous disasters over 
my time here, including floods, frost and most recently, the 
worst drought in recorded New York history. We’ve worked 
diligently to make the National Disaster Programs work as 
well as they can in New York, especially the Emergency 
Conservation Program and Livestock Feed Program. 

I am very thankful for my time here at FSA, getting to meet so many 
farmers from across our state and beyond, and working with all the 
great support organizations that exist in New York. One the best 
parts of this position is getting to know the FSA workforce here in 
New York. They are a great group, committed to providing you the 
farmers, the best customer service possible! As I return to my 
family’s vegetable farm in the Schoharie Valley, I’m grateful for this 
opportunity at USDA and all the people that have made this 
experience a great one! 

Thank you, 
Jim Barber 

 

 
Consider Risk Protection Coverage before Feb. 1 Deadline 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers to review available USDA crop risk 
protection options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) coverage, before the crop deadline of February 1st.  

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and 
excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent 
federal crop insurance program is available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, 
fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, 
honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 

The following crops in New York have a NAP application deadline of February 1, 2017:  
Beets 
Burdock 
Chicory 
Greens 
Herbs 
Leeks 
Lettuce 
Onions 
Radicchio 
Radishes 
Scallions 
Shallots 
Turnips 

USDA has partnered with Michigan State University and the University of Illinois to create an online 
tool at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap that allows producers to determine whether their crops are eligible for 
federal crop insurance or NAP and to explore the best level of protection for their operation. NAP 
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basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 50 
percent of expected production, with higher levels of coverage, up to 65 percent of their expected 
production at 100 percent of the average market price available, including coverage for organics 
and crops marketed directly to consumers. Crops intended for grazing are not eligible for additional 
NAP coverage.  

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents. 
Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator: 
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator, 
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict insurance premium costs. 

For more information on NAP, service fees, premiums and sales deadlines, contact your local FSA 
office or visit the web at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

 
Update Your Records 

FSA is cleaning up our producer record database. If you have any unreported changes of address 
or zip code or an incorrect name or business name on file they need to be reported to our office. 
Changes in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or purchase, need to be 
reported to our office as well. Producers participating in FSA and NRCS programs are required to 
timely report changes in their farming operation to the County Committee in writing and update their 
CCC-902 Farm Operating Plan. 

If you have any updates or corrections, please call your local FSA office to update your records.   

 
Livestock Forage Losses Deadline Jan. 30 

Producers may be eligible to apply for 2016 Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) benefits on  
native pasture, improved pasture, and forage sorghum.  

LFP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers who suffer grazing losses for covered 
livestock due to drought on privately owned or cash leased land or fire on federally managed land.  

Eligible livestock producers must complete a CCC-853 and the required supporting 
documentation no later than January 30, 2017 for 2016 losses.  

County committees can only accept LFP applications after notification is received by the National 
Office of qualifying drought or if a federal agency prohibits producers from grazing normal permitted 
livestock on federally managed lands due to qualifying fire.  

Additional Information about LFP, including eligible livestock and fire criteria, is available at your 
local FSA office or online at: www.fsa.usda.gov.  

 
Organic Producers and Handlers May Apply for Certification 
Cost Share Reimbursements; Expanded Eligibility for 
Transition and State Certification Cost 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced that starting March 20, 2017, organic 
producers and handlers will be able to visit over 2,100 USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) offices to 
apply for federal reimbursement to assist with the cost of receiving and maintaining organic or 
transitional certification.  

USDA reimburses organic producers up to 75 percent of the cost of organic certification, but only 
about half of the nation’s organic operations currently participate in the program. Starting March 20, 
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USDA will provide a uniform, streamlined process for organic producers and handlers to apply for 
organic cost share assistance either by mail or in person. 

USDA is making changes to increase participation in the National Organic Certification Cost Share 
Program (NOCCSP) and the Agricultural Management Assistance Organic Certification Cost Share 
Program, and at the same time provide more opportunities for organic producers to access other 
USDA programs, such as disaster protection and loans for farms, facilities and marketing. 
Producers can also access information on nonfederal agricultural resources, and get referrals to 
local experts, including organic agriculture, through USDA’s Bridges to Opportunity service at the 
local FSA office. 

Historically, many state departments of agriculture have obtained grants to disburse 
reimbursements to those producers and handlers qualifying for cost share assistance. FSA will 
continue to partner with states to administer the programs. For states that want to continue to 
directly administer the programs, applications will be due Feb. 17, 2017.   

Eligible producers include any certified producers or handlers who have paid organic or transitional 
certification fees to a USDA-accredited certifying agent. Application fees, inspection costs, fees 
related to equivalency agreement/ arrangement requirements, travel/per diem for inspectors, user 
fees, sales assessments and postage are all eligible for a cost share reimbursement from USDA. 

Once certified, producers and handlers are eligible to receive reimbursement for up to 75 percent of 
certification costs each year up to a maximum of $750 per certification scope—crops, livestock, wild 
crops and handling.  Today’s announcement also adds transitional certification and state organic 
program fees as additional scopes. 

To learn more about organic certification cost share, please visit www.fsa.usda.gov/organic or 
contact a local FSA office by visiting http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
USDA Makes it Easier to Transfer Land to the Next 
Generation of Farmers and Ranchers 

Allows for Transfer of Certain Conservation Reserve Program Land to New Farmers; Provides 
Priority Enrollment in Working Lands Conservation Programs  

Beginning Jan. 9, 2017, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will offer an early termination 
opportunity for certain Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) contracts, making it easier to transfer 
property to the next generation of farmers and ranchers, including family members. The land that is 
eligible for the early termination is among the least environmentally sensitive land enrolled in CRP. 

This change to the CRP program is just one of many that USDA has implemented based on 
recommendations from the Land Tenure Advisory Subcommittee formed by Agriculture Secretary 
Tom Vilsack in 2015.  

Normally if a landowner terminates a CRP contract early, they are required to repay all previous 
payments plus interest. The new policy waives this repayment if the land is transferred to a 
beginning farmer or rancher through a sale or lease with an option to buy. With CRP enrollment 
close to the Congressionally-mandated cap of 24 million acres, the early termination will also allow 
USDA to enroll other land with higher conservation value elsewhere. 

Acres terminated early from CRP under these land tenure provisions will be eligible for priority 
enrollment consideration into the CRP Grasslands, if eligible; or the Conservation Stewardship 
Program or Environmental Quality Incentives Program, as determined by the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service. 

According to the Tenure, Ownership and Transition of Agricultural Land survey, conducted by 
USDA in 2014, U.S. farmland owners expect to transfer 93 million acres to new ownership during 

https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/certifying-agents
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/outreach-and-education/help-for-organic-farming/index
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app


2015-2019. This represents 10 percent of all farmland across the nation. Details on the early 
termination opportunity will be available starting on Jan. 9, 2017, at local USDA service centers. For 
more information about CRP and to find out if your acreage is eligible for early contract termination, 
contact your local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office or go online at www.fsa.usda.gov/crp. To 
locate your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
USDA Announces Streamlined Guaranteed Loans and 
Additional Lender Category for Small-Scale Operators 
Options Help More Beginning, Small and Urban Producers Gain Access to Credit 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced the availability of a streamlined version of 
USDA guaranteed loans, which are tailored for smaller scale farms and urban producers. The 
program, called EZ Guarantee Loans, uses a simplified application process to help beginning, 
small, underserved and family farmers and ranchers apply for loans of up to $100,000 from USDA-
approved lenders to purchase farmland or finance agricultural operations.  

USDA today also unveiled a new category of lenders that will join traditional lenders, such as banks 
and credit unions, in offering USDA EZ Guarantee Loans. Microlenders, which include Community 
Development Financial Institutions and Rural Rehabilitation Corporations, will be able to offer their 
customers up to $50,000 of EZ Guaranteed Loans, helping to reach urban areas and underserved 
producers. Banks, credit unions and other traditional USDA-approved lenders, can offer customers 
up to $100,000 to help with agricultural operation costs. 

EZ Guarantee Loans offer low interest rates and terms up to seven years for financing operating 
expenses and 40 years for financing the purchase of farm real estate. USDA-approved lenders can 
issue these loans with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) guaranteeing the loan up to 95 percent. 

USDA is providing a 90-day period for the public to review and comment on program improvements. 
To review program details, visit www.regulations.gov, reference RIN 0560-AI34 and follow the 
instructions to submit comments. 

More than half of all FSA loans go to new farmers and more than a quarter to underserved 
borrowers. FSA also offers loans of up to $5,000 to young farmers and ranchers though the Youth 
Loan Program. Loans are made to eligible youth to finance agricultural projects, with almost 9,000 
young people now participating. More information about the available types of FSA farm loans can 
be found at www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans or by contacting your local FSA office. To find your 
nearest office location, visit http://offices.usda.gov 

 
Breaking New Ground 

Agricultural producers are reminded to consult with FSA and NRCS before breaking out new ground 
for production purposes as doing so without prior authorization may put a producer’s federal farm 
program benefits in jeopardy. This is especially true for land that must meet Highly Erodible Land 
(HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions.  

Producers with HEL determined soils are required to apply tillage, crop residue and rotational 
requirements as specified in their conservation plan.   

Producers should notify FSA as a first point of contact prior to conducting land clearing or drainage 
type projects to ensure the proposed actions meet compliance criteria such as clearing any trees to 
create new cropland, then these areas will need to be reviewed to ensure such work will not risk 
your eligibility for benefits.  

Landowners and operators complete the form AD-1026 - Highly Erodible Land Conservation 
(HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification to identify the proposed action and allow FSA 
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to determine whether a referral to Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) for further 
review is necessary.    

 
Maintaining the Quality of Farm-Stored Loan Grain 
Bins are ideally designed to hold a level volume of grain. When bins are overfilled and grain is 
heaped up, airflow is hindered and the chance of spoilage increases. 

Producers who take out marketing assistance loans and use the farm-stored grain as collateral 
should remember that they are responsible for maintaining the quality of the grain through the term 
of the loan. 

 
Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) Program  

FSA borrowers with farms located in designated primary or contiguous disaster areas who are 
unable to make their scheduled FSA loan payments should consider the Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) 
program.  

DSA is available to producers who suffered losses as a result of a natural disaster and is intended 
to relieve immediate and temporary financial stress. FSA is authorized to consider setting aside the 
portion of a payment/s needed for the operation to continue on a viable scale.  

Borrowers must have at least two years left on the term of their loan in order to qualify.   

Borrowers have eight months from the date of the disaster designation to submit a complete 
application. The application must include a written request for DSA signed by all parties liable for 
the debt along with production records and financial history for the operating year in which the 
disaster occurred. FSA may request additional information from the borrower in order to determine 
eligibility.   

All farm loans must be current or less than 90 days past due at the time the DSA application is 
complete. Borrowers may not set aside more than one installment on each loan.   

The amount set-aside, including interest accrued on the principal portion of the set-aside, is due on 
or before the final due date of the loan.   

For more information, contact your local FSA farm loan office.  

 
USDA Climate Hub ‘Energy Generation and Efficiency’ 
Building Block 

Through the Agricultural Act of 2014, USDA has several authorities that encourage the adoption of 
renewable energy and energy efficiency technologies.  The Energy Generation and Efficiency 
Building Block supports energy efficiency improvements in rural homes and on farm operations, for 
example, through EQIP’s National On-Farm Energy Initiative. This Building Block also provides 
opportunities to reduce Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions from energy generation and use, for 
example, through the Rural Energy for America Program. To learn more about energy generation 
and efficiency opportunities from USDA click the following link: 
http://www.usda.gov/oce/climate_change/building_blocks/10_EnergyGenerationEfficiency.pdf  

For more information about the USDA Climate Hubs click here: 
http://www.climatehubs.oce.usda.gov/. 
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 


