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USDA'’s Farm Service Agency Expands
Bridges to Opportunity Nationwide

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service Agency
(FSA) announced the expansion of a unique service for farmers
and ranchers. FSA'’s Bridges to Opportunity program provides a
one-stop-shop that connects producers with resources, programs
and educational services offered across the department, as well as
from other USDA partner organizations. Bridges to Opportunity now
provides enhanced customer support nationwide.

FSA'’s presence in over 2,100 county offices, in nearly every rural
county, puts the agency in a unique paosition to partner with non-
governmental organizations to reach thousands of agricultural
producers who can benefit from the programs and services.
Bridges to Opportunity allows FSA employees to search and obtain
a list of all local, state, regional and national organizations that may
be able assist local producers with their specific need. For example,
FSA'’s Houston County office in Texas partnered with many
agricultural organizations to serve producers affected by severe
drought. When drought-stricken agricultural producers came to the
county office looking for assistance, FSA employees were able to
provide traditional services, such as the Livestock Forage Program
and the Emergency loan program administered by FSA, as well as
connect local farmers with local, regional, and national
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Please contact your local FSA organizations that provide drought assistance and education.
Office for questions specific to

your operation or county. Bridges to Opportunity was developed by FSA to provide producers
with a more comprehensive customer service experience by
http://offices.usda.qgov connecting them with other USDA agencies and nonfederal

partners. Through Bridges to Opportunity, FSA county office
employees have the tools to connect farmers, ranchers and anyone
interested in agriculture with customized expertise on topics
ranging including organic production, beginning farmer resources,
integrated pest management, disaster assistance, conservation
practices, agricultural educational courses, loans, grants and other
financial assistance that can start, grow or benefit farming and
ranching operations.

For more information about Bridges to Opportunity, please contact
your local FSA county office.

Spring Seeded Crops NAP Deadline is March 15th

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers to review available USDA crop risk
protection options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) coverage, before the crop deadline of March 15.

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and
excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent
federal crop insurance program is available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops,
fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng,
honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.

The following crops in New York have a NAP application deadline of March 15, 2017: Artichokes,
Beans, Broccoflower, Broccoli, Brussel Sprouts, Buckwheat, Cabbage, Calaloo, Canary Melon,
Cantaloupe, Carrots, Cauliflower, Celeriac, Celery, Corn-Sweet, Crenshaw Melons, Cucumbers,
Eggplant, Gourds, Honeydew, Hops, Jerusalem Artichokes, Kohlrabi, Korean Golden Melon, Millet,
Okra, Parsnips, Peas, Peppers, Potatoes, Pumpkins, Rutabaga, Safflower, Sesame, Sorghum —
FG, Soybeans, Squash, Sunflowers, Sweet Potatoes, Tomatoes, Tomatillos, Watermelon, and
Yams

USDA has partnered with Michigan State University and the University of lllinois to create an online
tool at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap that allows producers to determine whether their crops are eligible for
federal crop insurance or NAP and to explore the best level of protection for their operation. NAP
basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 50
percent of expected production, with higher levels of coverage, up to 65 percent of their expected
production at 100 percent of the average market price available, including coverage for organics
and crops marketed directly to consumers. Crops intended for grazing are not eligible for additional
NAP coverage.

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents.
Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA'’s online Agent Locator:
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator,
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict insurance premium costs.

For more information on NAP, service fees, premiums and sales deadlines, contact your local FSA
office visit the web at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap.
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Preauthorized Debit Available for Farm Loan Borrowers

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) has implemented pre-authorized debit (PAD) for Farm Loan
Program (FLP) borrowers. PAD is a voluntary and alternative method for making weekly, bi-weekly,
monthly, quarterly, semi-annual or annual payments on loans.

PAD payments are pre authorized transactions that allow the National Financial and Accounting
Operations Center (NFAOC) to electronically collect loan payments from a customer’s account at a
financial institution.

PAD may be useful for borrowers who use nonfarm income from regular wages or salary to make
payments on loans or adjustment offers or for payments from seasonal produce stands. PAD can
only be established for future payments.

To request PAD, customers, along with their financial institution, must fill out form RD 3550-28. This
form has no expiration date, but a separate form RD 3550-28 must be completed for each loan to
which payments are to be applied. A fillable form can be accessed on the USDA Rural Development
(RD) website at http://www.rd.usda.gov/publications/regulations-guidelines. Click forms and search
for “Form 3550-28.”

If you have a “filter” on the account at your financial institution, you will need to provide the financial
institution with the following information: Origination ID: 1220040804, Agency Name: USDA RD
DCFO.

PAD is offered by FSA at no cost. Check with your financial institution to discuss any potential cost.
Preauthorized debit has no expiration date, but you can cancel at any time by submitting a written
request to your local FSA office. If a preauthorized debit agreement receives three payment
rejections within a three month period, the preauthorized debt agreement will be cancelled by FSA.
The payment amount and due date of your loan is not affected by a cancellation of preauthorized
debit. You are responsible to ensure your full payment is made by the due date.

For more information about PAD, contact your local FSA office. To find a local FSA office, visit
http://offices.usda.gov

New Actively Engaged Provisions for Non-Family Joint
Operations or Entities

Many Farm Service Agency programs require all program participants, either individuals or legal
entities, to be “actively engaged in farming”. This means participants provide a significant
contribution to the farming operation, whether it is capital, land, equipment, active personal labor
and/or management. For entities, each partner, stockholder or member with an ownership interest,
must contribute active personal labor and/or management to the operation on a regular basis.

The 2014 Farm Bill established additional payment eligibility provisions relating to the farm
management component of meeting “actively engaged in farming”. These new provisions apply to
joint operations comprised of non-family members or partners, stockholders or persons with an
ownership in the farming operation. Effective for 2016 and subsequent crop years, non-family joint
operations are afforded to one member that may use a significant contribution of active personal
management exclusively to meet the requirements to be determined “actively engaged in farming”.
The person or member will be defined as the Farm Manager for the purposes of administering these
new management provisions.

In some instances, additional persons or members of a non-family member joint operation who
meet the definition of Farm Manager may also be allowed to use such a contribution of active
personal management to meet the eligibility requirements. However, under no circumstances may
the number of Farm Managers in a non-family joint operation exceed a total of three in any given
crop and program year.
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USDA Announces New Conservation Opportunities to
Improve Water Quality and Restore Wildlife Habitat

USDA will offer farmers and ranchers more opportunities to participate in the Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP). The announcement includes new CRP practices to protect water quality and adds
an additional 1.1 million acres targeted to benefit wildlife, pollinators and wetlands.

The new conservation initiative known as Clean Lakes, Estuaries and Rivers (CLEAR) will add new
tools to CRP that can help to improve water quality. CLEAR will assist landowners with the cost of
building bioreactors and saturated buffers that filter nitrates and other nutrients from tile-drained
cropland. Early estimates indicate that CLEAR could help to reduce nitrate runoff by as much as 40
percent over traditional conservation methods. CLEAR may cover up to 90 percent of the cost to
install these new practices through incentives and cost-share. These new methods are especially
important in areas where traditional buffers have not been enough to prevent nutrients from
reaching bodies of water.

USDA will also add an additional 1.1 million acres to a number of key CRP practices that are
critically important to wildlife and conservation. These include 700,000 acres for State Acres for
Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE) efforts, which restore high-priority wildlife habitat tailored to a specific
state’s needs. In addition to SAFE, 300,000 acres will be added to target wetlands restoration that
are nature’s water filters and 100,000 acres for pollinator habitat that support 30 percent of
agricultural production.

The continued strong demand for CRP combined with the limited acreage available for enrollment
and lower land rental rates, allows USDA to modify certain program components without affecting
the integrity of the program. Signing incentives are being reduced by $25 per acre on certain
practices for fiscal year 2018 enrollments (incentives are currently between $100 and $150 per
acre) and a cap on the maximum soil rental rate is being instituted for Continuous CRP at $300 per
acre. The savings from these changes are being reinvested back in CRP, including the additional
acres for SAFE, pollinator habitat and wetlands restoration.

To learn more about FSA’s conservation programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation or contact
your local FSA office.

Farm Storage Facility Loans

FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to producers to
build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or used) structures, equipment and
storage and handling trucks.

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities.
Eligible commaodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley,
minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey,
renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple
sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture
(excluding systems that maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified
facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement and some loans
between $50,000 and $100,000 will no longer require additional security.

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans
are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized
businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm
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products, and underserved producers.

To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport or
contact your local FSA county office. To find your local FSA county office, visit
http://offices.usda.gov.

Loan Servicing

There are options for Farm Service Agency loan customers during financial stress. If you are a
borrower who is unable to make payments on a loan, contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager to
learn about the options available to you.

Farm Reconstitutions

When changes in farm ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. The
reconstitution — or recon — is the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on
the farming operation.

To be effective for the current Fiscal Year (FY), farm combinations and farm divisions must be
requested by August 1 of the FY for farms subject to the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and
Price Loss Coverage (PLC) program. A reconstitution is considered to be requested when all:

o of the required signatures are on FSA-155
e other applicable documentation, such as proof of ownership, is submitted.

Total Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and non-ARC/PLC farms may be reconstituted at any
time.

The following are the different methods used when doing a farm recon:

Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments and quotas for a parent farm among heirs in
settling an estate;

Designation of Landowner Method — may be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or ownership is
transferred; (2) an entire farm is sold to two or more persons; (3) farm ownership is transferred to
two or more persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or ownership is transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two
or more persons; or (6) tract ownership is transferred to two or more persons. In order to use this
method the land sold must have been owned for at least three years, or a waiver granted, and the
buyer and seller must sign a Memorandum of Understanding;

DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in the same proportion that the DCP cropland for
each resulting tract relates to the DCP cropland on the parent tract;

Default Method — the division of bases for a parent farm with each tract maintaining the bases
attributed to the tract level when the reconstitution is initiated in the system.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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