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2017 Acreage Reporting Dates 
In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all 
producers are encouraged to visit the Name County FSA office 
to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable 
deadline. 

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for New York: 

July 17 - corn, soybeans and most other crops 

November 15 - fall perennial pasture, hay and fall grains 

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting 
dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage 
reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no later 
than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above 
acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported 
no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring 
the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to 
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Please contact your local FSA 
Office for questions specific to 
your operation or county. 

http://offices.usda.gov   

the county office. 
• If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use 

of “cover only,” “green manure,” “left standing,” or “seed,” 
then the acreage must be reported by July 15th. 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy 
holders should note that the acreage reporting date for NAP 
covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar 
days before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. 

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, 
please contact your local FSA office. 

 

 

USDA Expands Malting Barley Crop Insurance in New York 
Greater farm safety net protection is available for New York malting barley producers as USDA’s 
Risk Management Agency (RMA) will expand the crop insurance program for these producers in 
2018. 

Crop insurance helps New York malting barley producers protect against catastrophic losses due to 
major weather events. RMA began offering malting barley coverage using a contract price option 
this year in Cortland, Genesee, Ontario, and Otsego counties. This insurance will be expanded to 
an additional 40 counties in 2018. 

Under the terms of the expanded coverage, if a farmer holds a contract to sell malting barley, at a 
higher price, they can insure their crop using their contract price, not to exceed 1.85 times the RMA 
established price for feed barley. 

Malting Barley contract price coverage will be available in Albany, Allegany, Broome, Cattaraugus, 
Cayuga, Chautauqua, Chenango, Columbia, Cortland, Delaware, Dutchess, Erie, Franklin, 
Genesee, Greene, Herkimer, Jefferson, Lewis, Livingston, Madison, Monroe, Montgomery, Niagara, 
Oneida, Onondaga, Ontario, Orange, Orleans, Oswego, Otsego, Rensselaer, St. Lawrence, 
Saratoga, Schoharie, Schuyler, Seneca, Steuben, Suffolk, Tioga, Tompkins, Washington, Wayne, 
Wyoming, and Yates counties for the 2018 crop year. 

For more information about how to enroll in the malting barley contract option, please contact the 
Risk Management Agency’s Raleigh regional office at 919-875-4880. 

 

Enrollment Period for 2017 Safety Net Coverage Continues 
Through Aug. 1 
Producers on farms with base acres under the safety net programs established by the 2014 Farm 
Bill, known as the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, can 
visit their local FSA office to sign contracts and enroll for the 2017 crop year. The enrollment period 
will continue until Aug. 1, 2017. 

Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-year, producers on the farm must enroll 
by signing a contract each program year. 

If a farm is not enrolled during the 2017 enrollment period, the producers on that farm will not be 
eligible for financial assistance from the ARC or PLC programs for the 2017 crop should crop prices 
or farm revenues fall below the historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program. 
Producers who made their elections in 2015 must still enroll during the 2017 enrollment period. 

The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to 
agricultural producers when there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered 
commodities. Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, 
crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long 
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grain rice, medium grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame, 
soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a covered commodity. For more 
details regarding these programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc. 

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA 
office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

Visit USDA at Empire Farm Days! 
Empire Farm Days takes place on August 8, 9 & 10 in Seneca Falls this year. As always, USDA will 
have a tent at #502 on West Seneca Acres Ave., near the front side (west side) of the grounds. It’s 
between the Welcome Center and the Cornell building. Farm Service Agency will be represented in 
the tent, and this year, we will have the ability to update your customer record in our database.  This 
will help assist in getting signed up for FSAfarm+ and the similar NRCS program, Client Gateway. 
These programs give detailed access to program participants and can potentially reduce service 
center visits. 

FSAfarm+ is a tool to provide farmers with remote access to their personal farm information using 
their home computers. Producers can now view, print or export their personal farm data all without 
visiting an FSA county office. 

Landowners that register to use NRCS Client Gateway can request conservation technical 
assistance, apply for financial assistance, report completed practices, and request and track 
payments through the electronic system. 

Eight United States Department of Agriculture agencies will be represented at Empire Farm Days at 
Rodman Lott & Son Farms at 2973 State Route 414, Seneca Falls, NY 13148. Staff will be available 
to answer questions about everything from animal and plant inspections and disaster assistance to 
federal financial incentives for conservation improvements, to farm financing and rural development 
initiatives. 

Staff from the following agencies will be available at the USDA tent: 

• Agricultural Research Service (ARS)  
• Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) Plant Protection and Quarantine  
• Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) Veterinary Services  
• Grain Inspection, Packers & Stockyards Administration (GIPSA) 
• Farm Service Agency (FSA)  
• National Agriculture Statistics Service (NASS)  
• Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS)  
• Rural Development (RD)  

The New York State Agricultural Mediation Program (NYSAMP) will also be available in the 
USDA Center tent. 

Empire Farm Days covers 300 acres with exhibits by 600-plus representatives of agricultural 
industry representatives; test driving opportunities; educational seminars; Equine Center live horse 
demonstrations, cattle handing, and agricultural plastics recycling; farm safety and farm family 
displays. This event is the largest outdoor agricultural expo in the Northeastern U.S. Admission is 
free; parking is $10 per vehicle. Learn more at www.empirefarmdays.com. 

 

USDA Expands Grasslands Conservation Program to Small-
Scale Livestock Producers 
Helping Dairy, Beef and Other Producers Protect Working Grasslands in 43 States 

USDA will accept over 300,000 acres in 43 states that were offered by producers during the recent 
ranking period for the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Grasslands enrollment with emphasis 
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placed on small-scale livestock operations. Through the voluntary CRP Grasslands program, 
grasslands threatened by development or conversion to row crops are maintained as livestock 
grazing areas, while providing important conservation benefits. Approximately 200,000 of the 
accepted acres were offered by small-scale livestock operations. 

The most recent ranking period closed on Dec. 16, 2016, and included for the first time a CRP 
Grasslands practice specifically tailored for small-scale livestock grazing operations to encourage 
broader participation. Under this ranking period and for future periods, small-scale livestock 
operations with 100 or fewer head of grazing cows (or the equivalent) can submit applications to 
enroll up to 200 acres of grasslands per farm. Larger operations may still make offers through the 
normal process. USDA met its goal of 200,000 acres under this small-scale initiative. The new 
practice for small-scale livestock grazing operations encourages greater diversity geographically 
and in all types of livestock operations. Visit http://go.usa.gov/x9PFS to view the complete list of 
acres accepted by state.  

Participants in CRP Grasslands establish or maintain long-term, resource-conserving grasses and 
other plant species to control soil erosion, improve water quality and develop wildlife habitat on 
marginally productive agricultural lands. CRP Grasslands participants can use the land for livestock 
production (e.g. grazing or producing hay), while following their conservation and grazing plans in 
order to maintain the cover.  

 

USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and 
Improve Property 
Producers, Including Beginning and Underserved Farmers, Have a New Option to Gain Access to 
Land 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering farm ownership microloans, creating a new 
financing avenue for farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans are especially helpful 
to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, and those who 
have small and mid-sized farming operations. 

The microloan program has been hugely successful, providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans, 
totaling over $373 million to producers across the country. Microloans have helped farmers and 
ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living 
expenses since 2013. Seventy percent of loans have gone to new farmers. 

Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and 
water conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application 
process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers 
strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers, and can be 
issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or contact your 
local FSA office. 

 

Organic Certification Cost Share Program 
The Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP) provides cost share assistance to 
producers and handlers of agricultural products who are obtaining or renewing their certification 
under the National Organic Program (NOP). Certified operations may receive up to 75 percent of 
their certification costs paid from Oct. 1, 2016, through Sept. 30, 2017, not to exceed $750 per 
certification scope. 

Eligible costs include application fees, inspection costs, fees related to equivalency 
agreement/arrangement requirements, travel/per diem for inspectors, user fees, sales assessments 
and postage. 
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Ineligible costs include equipment, materials, supplies, transitional certification fees, late fees and 
inspections necessary to address National Organic Program regulatory violations. 

Producers and handlers may submit OCCSP applications to FSA county offices or they may apply 
through participating State Agencies, which will be listed at https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-
services/occsp/index as their agreements to administer the program are finalized. 

The FSA OCCSP application form is available at USDA's eForms site, by selecting "Browse forms" 
and entering "OCCSP" in the "title or keywords" field on the search page. 

To learn more about organic certification cost share, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/organic or contact a 
local FSA office by visiting http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

Eligibility for Nominations for the 2017 County Committee 
Elections 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) county committees are a 
critical component of the day-to-day operations of FSA and allow grassroots input and local 
administration of federal farm programs.  

Committees are comprised of locally elected agricultural producers responsible for the fair and 
equitable administration of FSA farm programs in their counties. Committee members are 
accountable to the Secretary of Agriculture.  If elected, members become part of a local decision 
making and farm program delivery process.  

A county committee is composed of three to 11 elected members from local administrative areas 
(LAA). Each member serves a three-year term.  To be eligible for nomination and hold office as a 
committee member or alternate, a person must fulfill each of the following requirements:  (1) be a 
producer with an interest in farming or ranching operations, (2) participate or cooperate in any FSA 
program provided for by law, (3) be a U.S. citizen, (4) be of legal voting age, (5) meet the basic 
eligibility requirements, and (6) reside in the county or multi-county jurisdiction in which they will be 
serving.  

All nomination forms for the 2017 election must be postmarked or received in the local USDA 
service center by Aug. 1, 2017. For more information on FSA county committee elections and 
appointments, refer to the FSA fact sheet:   Eligibility to Vote and Hold Office as a COC Member 
available online at: www.fsa.usda.gov/elections. 

 

Supervised Credit 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan programs are considered supervised credit. Unlike loans 
from a commercial lender, FSA loans are intended to be temporary in nature. Therefore, it is our 
goal to help you graduate to commercial credit, and our farm loan staff is available to help 
borrowers through training and credit counseling. 

The FSA team will help borrowers identify their goals to ensure financial success. Through this 
process, FSA staff will advise borrowers in developing strategies and a plan to meet your 
operation’s goals and graduate to commercial credit. Ultimately, the borrower is responsible for the 
success of the farming operation, but FSA’s staff will help in an advisory role to provide the tools 
necessary to help you achieve your operational goals and manage your finances. 

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Census of Agriculture Countdown Begins for America’s 
Farmers and Ranchers 
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America’s farmers and ranchers will soon have the opportunity to strongly represent agriculture in 
their communities and industry by taking part in the 2017 Census of Agriculture. Conducted every 
five years by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) National Agricultural Statistics Service 
(NASS), the census, to be mailed at the end of this year, is a complete count of all U.S. farms, 
ranches, and those who operate them. 

The Census of Agriculture highlights land use and ownership, operator characteristics, production 
practices, income and expenditures, and other topics. The 2012 Census of Agriculture revealed that 
over three million farmers operated more than two million farms, spanning over 914 million acres. 
This was a four percent decrease in the number of U.S. farms from the previous census in 2007. 
However, agriculture sales, income, and expenses increased between 2007 and 2012. This telling 
information and thousands of other agriculture statistics are a direct result of responses to the 
Census of Agriculture. 

Producers who are new to farming or did not receive a Census of Agriculture in 2012 still have time 
to sign up to receive the 2017 Census of Agriculture report form by visiting www.agcensus.usda.gov 
and clicking on the ‘Make Sure You Are Counted’ button through June. NASS defines a farm as any 
place from which $1,000 or more of agricultural products were produced and sold, or normally 
would have been sold, during the census year (2017). 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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