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Fall NAP Coverage Deadlines
Approaching

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers to
review available USDA crop risk protection options, including
federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) coverage, before the crop deadline..

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities
such as drought, hail and excessive moisture. NAP covers losses
from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent federal crop
insurance program is available, including perennial grass forage
and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture,
ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup,
bioenergy, and industrial crops.

Sept. 1, 2017 NAP Application Deadline in New York for

the following crops: Aquaculture, Christmas Trees, Finfish,
Floriculture, Garlic, Ginseng Root, Ginseng Seed (Yield Based),
Mollusk, Mushrooms, Turfgrass Sod

Oct. 2, 2017 NAP Application Deadline in New York for
the following crops: All Grasses, Mixed Forage, Clover and
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Please contact your local FSA Alfalfa; and All Fall & Spring Small Grain (Wheat, Barley, Oats, Rye,
Office for questions specific to Canola, Triticale & Speltz)

your operation or county. o o
Producers can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop

http://offices.usda.gov insurance or NAP by visiting
https://webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/actuarialinformationbrowser2017

NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average
market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent of expected
production, with higher levels of coverage, up to 65 percent of their
expected production at 100 percent of the average market price,
including coverage for organics and crops marketed directly to
consumers.

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely
through private insurance agents. Agent lists are available at all
USDA Service Centers or at USDA's online Agent Locator:
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentL ocator/#. Producers
can use the USDA Cost Estimator,
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to
predict insurance premium costs.

For more information on NAP, service fees, premiums and sales
deadlines, contact your County FSA office or visit the web at
www.fsa.usda.gov/nap.

Farm Storage Facility Loans

FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to producers to
build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or used) structures, equipment and
storage and handling trucks.

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities.
Eligible commaodities include:

. Grain Crops
. Malted Small Grains
. Pulse Crops

. Hay & Forages

. Fruits, Nuts & Vegetables

. Milk, Butter, Cheese & Yogurt

. Meat, Poultry (unprocessed) & Eggs

. Honey

. Maple sap & syrup

. Hops

. Floriculture

. Renewable biomass crops

. Some Aquaculture
ELIGIBLE Facilities & Upgrades include:

. Grain Bins & Cribs, including drying and handling equipment

. Hay Storage, including pole barns

. Silage Bunks

. Cold Storage, including handling, washing & packing equipment
. Refrigeration/freezer units

. Milk Houses & Equipment, including bulk milk tanks

. Sap Tanks

. New & Used Trucks, including refrigerated trucks
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Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement and loans between
$50,000 and $100,000 may require additional security. Loans exceeding $100,000 require
additional security.

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans
are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized
businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm
products, and underserved producers.

To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport or
contact your local FSA county office. To find your local FSA county office, visit
http://offices.usda.gov.

Youth Loans

The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural income-
producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must
be planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to
repay the loan and provide the youth with practical business and educational experience. The
maximum loan amount is $5000.

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:

e Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam,

American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident

alien

Be 10 years to 20 years of age

Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements

Be unable to get a loan from other sources

Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined

above

o Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance
and assistance from a project advisor. The project supervisor must recommend the youth
loan applicant, along with providing adequate supervision.

Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the application forms.

Filing a Notice of Loss

The CCC-576, Naotice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and prevented planting and may be
completed by any producer with an interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for
all crops including grasses. For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP), you must file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, in the FSA County Office
within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 calendar
days after the normal harvest date.

Producers of hand-harvested crops must notify FSA of damage or loss through the administrative
County Office within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This notification
can be provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone. Producers who notify the County Office
by any method other than by filing the CCC-576 are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss,
within the required 15 calendar days.

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar
days of the final planting date for the crop.
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Elections for the 2017 County Committee

Elections USDA’s Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) County Committees are
underway.

It is important that every eligible producer participate in these elections because FSA county
committees are a link between the agricultural community and the USDA.

County committee members are a critical component of FSA operations. Committees should be
comprised of members who reflect the diversity of producers involved in production agriculture in
each county. This means that producers representing underserved groups or communities should
be on the committee to speak on behalf of their constituency.

Underserved producers are beginning, women and other minority farmers and ranchers and land
owners and/or operators who have limited resources. Other minority groups including Native
American and Alaska Natives; persons under the poverty level, and persons that have disabilities
are also considered underserved.

County committee election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters on Nov. 6, 2017. The last day to
return completed ballots to your county USDA service center is Dec. 4, 2017.

For more information on eligibility to serve on FSA county committees, visit:
www.fsa.usda.gov/elections.

Beginning Farmer Loans

FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan
programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed
loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who:

e Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years

o Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm

e Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management
program sponsored by FSA

e Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm.

Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local
USDA Service Center. You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency Expands Bridges to
Opportunity Nationwide

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced the
expansion of a unique service for farmers and ranchers. FSA’s Bridges to Opportunity program
provides a one-stop-shop that connects producers with resources, programs and educational
services offered across the department, as well as from other USDA partner organizations.

FSA'’s presence in over 2,100 county offices, in nearly every rural county, puts the agency in a
unique position to partner with non-governmental organizations to reach thousands of agricultural
producers who can benefit from the programs and services. Bridges to Opportunity allows FSA
employees to search and obtain a list of all local, state, regional and national organizations that may
be able assist local producers with their specific need. For example, FSA’'s Houston County office in
Texas partnered with many agricultural organizations to serve producers affected by severe
drought. When drought-stricken agricultural producers came to the county office looking for
assistance, FSA employees were able to provide traditional services, such as the Livestock Forage
Program and the Emergency loan program administered by FSA, as well as connect local farmers
with local, regional, and national organizations that provide drought assistance and education.
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Bridges to Opportunity was developed by FSA to provide producers with a more comprehensive
customer service experience by connecting them with other USDA agencies and nonfederal
partners. Through Bridges to Opportunity, FSA county office employees have the tools to connect
farmers, ranchers and anyone interested in agriculture with customized expertise on topics ranging
including organic production, beginning farmer resources, integrated pest management, disaster
assistance, conservation practices, agricultural educational courses, loans, grants and other
financial assistance that can start, grow or benefit farming and ranching operations.

For more information about Bridges to Opportunity, please contact your local FSA county office.

Payments to Deceased Producers

In order to claim a Farm Service Agency (FSA) payment on behalf of a deceased producer, all
program conditions for the payment must have been met before the applicable producer’s date of
death.

If a producer earned a FSA payment prior to becoming deceased, the following is the order of
precedence of the representatives of the producer:

administrator or executor of the estate

the surviving spouse

surviving sons and daughters, including adopted children

surviving father and mother

surviving brothers and sisters

heirs of the deceased person who would be entitled to payment according to the State law

In order for FSA to release the payment, the legal representative of the deceased producer must
file a form FSA-325, to claim the payment for themselves or an estate. The county office will verify
and determine that the application, contract, loan agreement, or other similar form requesting
payment issuance, was signed by the applicable deadline for such form, by the deceased or a
person legally authorized to act on their behalf at that time of application.

If the application, contract or loan agreement form was signed by someone other than the
participant who is deceased, FSA will determine whether the person submitting the form has the
legal authority to submit the form to compel FSA to pay the deceased participant.

Payments will be issued to the respective representative’s name using the deceased program
participant’s tax identification number. Payments made to representatives are subject to offset
regulations for debts owed by the deceased.

FSA is not responsible for advising persons in obtaining legal advice on how to obtain program
benefits that may be due to a participant who has died, disappeared or who has been declared
incompetent.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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