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Environmental Review Required Before
Project Implementation

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal
agencies to consider all potential environmental impacts for
federally-funded projects before the project is approved.

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental
review must be completed before actions are approved, such as
site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs include,
but are not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program
(ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program and farm loans.
If project implementation begins before FSA has completed an
environmental review, this will result in a denial of the request.
There are exceptions regarding the Stafford Act and emergencies.
It is important to wait until you receive written approval of your
project proposal before starting any actions, including, but not
limited to, vegetation clearing, site preparation or ground
disturbance.

Remember to contact your local FSA office early in your planning
process to determine what level of environmental review is required
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Please contact your local FSA for your program application so that it can be completed timely.
Office for questions specific to

your operation or county. Applications cannot be approved contingent upon the completion of
an environmental review. FSA must have copies of all permits and
http://offices.usda.gov plans before an application can be approved.

2017 Acreage Reporting Dates

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit
the Name County FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.
The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for New York:

November 15, 2017 -- Fall Perennial Pasture, Hay and Fall Grains

December 1, 2017 -- Maple Sap

January 2, 2018 -- Honey

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates:

e |f the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

e If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the
lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.

e |f a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.

green manure,”

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local FSA
office.

USDA Processing Pending Conservation Reserve Program
Continuous Enrollment Offers

Acceptance of Most 2018 Offers Temporarily Suspended

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will process many pending eligible offers for land enrollment in
the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), and will temporarily suspend accepting most new offers
until later in the 2018 fiscal year.

All current, eligible CRP continuous enroliment offers made through Sept. 30, 2017, except for
those made under the Pollinator Habitat Initiative (CP42), will be approved, Additionally, FSA is
temporarily suspending acceptance of most offers going forward to provide time to review CRP
allocation levels, and to avoid exceeding the statutory cap of 24 million acres.

The CRP acreage cap is a provision of the 2014 Farm Bill. Current enrollment is about 23.5 million
acres nationwide. USDA is accepting all pending continuous enrollment offers that were made
beginning on May 4, 2017, and extending through Sept. 30, 2017, except Pollinator Habitat Initiative
offers. Pollinator acreage offers are being declined because the program has met its acreage

enroliment goal. Effective immediately, USDA is suspending acceptance of all new CRP continuous
nffare received ar ciithmitted after Sent 20 2017 The ciicnencinn will cantiniie 1intil later in the
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2018 fiscal year.

However, FSA will continue to accept eligible offers for state-specific Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Program (CREP) and CRP Grasslands enrollment. Offers received on or after Oct. 1,
2017, are subject to fiscal year 2018 rental rates which have been adjusted to reflect current market
conditions and were established after careful review of the latest USDA National Agricultural
Statistics Service (NASS) cash rent data.

In return for enrolling in CRP, USDA, through FSA, provides participants with rental payments and
cost-share assistance. Landowners enter into contracts that last between 10 and 15 years. CRP
pays farmers and ranchers who remove sensitive lands from production and plant certain grasses,
shrubs and trees that improve water quality, prevent soil erosion and increase wildlife habitat.
Payment totals for 2017 were announced earlier this week totaling over $1.6 billion.

For more information about CRP, contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov/crp. To
locate your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

USDA Seeks Applications for Value-Added Producer Grants

The USDA Rural Development (RD) is accepting applications for grants to help farmers, ranchers
and producer-based businesses nationwide develop new product lines.

The funding is being provided through the Value-Added Producer Grant (VAPG) program. VAPG
grants can be used to develop new products from raw agricultural products or promote new markets
for established products. Veterans, socially-disadvantaged groups, beginning farmers and ranchers,
operators of small and medium-sized family farms and ranches and farmer and rancher
cooperatives are given special priority.

The deadline to submit paper applications is Jan. 31, 2018. Electronic applications submitted
through grants.gov are due Jan. 24, 2018. For more information on this grant program, visit USDA
Rural Development. For assistance in New York, call (315) 477-6400.

USDA Issues Farm Safety Net and Conservation Payments

USDA Farm Service Agency announced that over $9.6 billion in payments will be made to
producers through the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC), Price Loss Coverage (PLC) and
Conservation Reserve (CRP) programs. The USDA is issuing approximately $8 billion in payments
under the ARC and PLC programs for the 2016 crop year, and $1.6 billion under CRP for 2017.

The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to
agricultural producers when there is a substantial drop in revenue or prices for covered
commodities. Over half a million producers will receive ARC payments and over a quarter million
producers will receive PLC payments for 2016 crops, starting the first week of October and
continuing over the next several months.

Payments are being made to producers who enrolled base acres of barley, corn, grain sorghum,
lentils, oats, peanuts, dry peas, soybeans, wheat and canola. In the upcoming months, payments
will be announced after marketing year average prices are published by USDA's National
Agricultural Statistics Service for the remaining covered commodities. Those include long and
medium grain rice (except for temperate Japonica rice), which will be announced in November;
remaining oilseeds and chickpeas, which will be announced in December; and temperate Japonica
rice, which will be announced in early February 2017. The estimated payments are before
application of sequestration and other reductions and limits, including adjusted gross income limits
and payment limitations.

Also, as part of an ongoing effort to protect sensitive lands and improve water quality and wildlife
habitat, USDA will begin issuing 2017 CRP payments in October to over 375,000 Americans.
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Signed into law by President Reagan in 1985, CRP is one of the largest private-lands conservation
program in the United States. Thanks to voluntary participation by farmers and landowners, CRP
has improved water quality, reduced soil erosion and increased habitat for endangered and
threatened species. In return for enrolling in CRP, USDA, through the Farm Service Agency (FSA)
on behalf of the Commaodity Credit Corporation, provides participants with rental payments and cost-
share assistance. Participants enter into contracts that last between 10 and 15 years. CRP
payments are made to participants who remove sensitive lands from production and plant certain
grasses, shrubs and trees that improve water quality, prevent soil erosion and increase wildlife
habitat.

For more details regarding ARC and PLC programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc. For more
information about CRP, contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov/crp.

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP)

The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP)
provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who
have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires,
not covered by other agricultural disaster assistance programs.

Eligible livestock losses include grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster
Program (LFP), loss of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible
adverse weather event, additional cost of transporting water because of an eligible drought and
additional cost associated with gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick fever.

Eligible honeybee losses include loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event,
cost of additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather
condition, colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an eligible weather event or loss
condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible adverse weather.

Eligible farm-raised fish losses include death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of
purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event.

Producers who suffer eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses from Oct. 1,
2016 to Sept. 30, 2017 must file:

e A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent or by
Nov. 1, 2017
e An application for payment by Nov. 1, 2017

The Farm Bill caps ELAP disaster funding at $20 million per federal fiscal year.

To view these and other FSA program fact sheets, visit the FSA fact sheet web page at
www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets.

Elections for the 2017 County Committee

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) County Committee Elections are now underway across New
York.

It is important that every eligible producer participate in these elections because FSA county
committees are a link between the agricultural community and the USDA.

County committee members are a critical component of FSA operations. Committees should be

comprised of members who reflect the diversity of producers involved in production agriculture.
Thic meang that nrndiicere renrecentinn 1indercarved arniing nr commiinities chniild he nn the
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committee to speak on behalf of their constituency.

Underserved producers are beginning, women and other minority farmers and ranchers and land
owners and/or operators who have limited resources. Other minority groups including Native
American and Alaska Natives; persons under the poverty level, and persons that have disabilities
are also considered underserved.

County committee election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters on Nov. 6, 2017. The last
day to return completed ballots to the Name County USDA service center is Dec. 4, 2017.

For more information on eligibility to serve on FSA county committees, visit:
www.fsa.usda.gov/elections.

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm Ownership
Loans

The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans are a resource to help
farmers and ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current
operations, increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland
for future generations.

Depending on the applicant’s needs, there are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans:
regular, down payment and joint financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan
option for smaller financial needs up to $50,000.

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA lends
up to 50 percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of
the property being purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA
guarantee. The maximum loan amount for a Joint Financing loan is $300,000 and the repayment
period for the loan is up to 40 years.

To be eligible, the operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot
be used to finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility
requirements. Loan applicants are also required to have participated in the business operations of a
farm or ranch for at least three years out of the 10 years prior to the date the application is
submitted. The applicant must show documentation that their participation in the business operation
of the farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer.

For more information about FSA Loan programs, contact your local FSA office or visit
www.fsa.usda.gov. To find your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

Organic Certification Cost Share Program

The Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP) provides cost share assistance to
producers and handlers of agricultural products who are obtaining or renewing their certification
under the National Organic Program (NOP). Certified operations may receive up to 75 percent of
their certification costs paid from Oct. 1, 2016, through Sept. 30, 2017, not to exceed $750 per
certification scope.

Eligible costs include application fees, inspection costs, fees related to equivalency
agreement/arrangement requirements, travel/per diem for inspectors, user fees, sales assessments
and postage.

Ineligible costs include equipment, materials, supplies, transitional certification fees, late fees and
inspections necessary to address National Organic Program regulatory violations.

Producers and handlers may submit OCCSP applications to FSA county offices or they may apply
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services/occsp/index as their agreements to administer the program are finalized.

The FSA OCCSP application form is available at USDA's eForms site, by selecting "Browse forms™"
and entering "OCCSP" in the "title or keywords" field on the search page.

To learn more about organic certification cost share, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/organic or contact a
local FSA office by visiting http://offices.usda.gov.

Guaranteed Conservation Loans

Guaranteed Conservation Loans are available for applicants to install a conservation practice.
These funds may be used for any conservation activities included in a conservation plan or Forest
Stewardship Management plan. A copy of the conservation plan is required to complete the
application. These loans are not limited to just family farmers. In some cases, applicants can
operate non-eligible enterprises. Loan funds are issued by a participating commercial lender and
guaranteed up to 80 percent by FSA or up to 90 percent for beginning and historically underserved
producers.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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