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Voting Underway for 2019 Farm Service
Agency County Committee Elections

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) mailed ballots on
November 4 to eligible farmers and ranchers across the country for
the Farm Service Agency (FSA) county committee elections.

County committee members play a key role at FSA. Over 7,000
members nationwide provide their valuable knowledge and
judgment on decisions made about FSA services, including disaster
and emergency programs.

To be counted, ballots must be returned to the local FSA
county office or postmarked by December 2.

Each committee has three to 11 elected members who serve three-
year terms of office. One-third of county committee seats are up for
election each year. Newly elected committee members will take
office January 1, 2020. County committee members help FSA
make important decisions on its commodity support programs,
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Mark Dennis

Farm Program Chief:
Vacant

Farm Loan Chief:
John Liddington

To find contact information for
your local New York office
click here.

November Interest Rates:

Farm Storage Facility
Loans:

3 year: 1.5%

5 year: 1.5%

7 year: 1.625%

10 year: 1.625%

12 year: 1.75%

Commodity Loans: 2.625%

Farm Loan Programs:
Farm Operating: 2.5%

Farm Ownership: 3.0%
Conservation Loans: 3.0%
Direct Down Payment: 1.5%
Joint Financing: 2.5%

conservation programs, indemnity and disaster programs, and
emergency programs and eligibility.

Producers must participate or cooperate in an FSA program to be
eligible to vote in the county committee election. Producers who
supervise and conduct the farming operations of an entire farm, but
are not of legal voting age, also may be eligible to vote.

Producers can find out if their local administrative area is up for
election and if they are eligible to vote by contacting their local FSA
county office. Eligible voters who did not receive a ballot in the mail
can pick one up at their local FSA county office. Visit
fsa.usda.gov/elections for more information.

Dates To Remember

Nov 15

Acreage Reporting Deadline - Fall Planted Small Grains

Nov 20

NAP Application Deadline for Fruit Trees, Nut Trees and Perennial Crops

Nov 28

All Offices Closed for Thanksgiving Day

Dec 2

Acreage Reporting Deadline - Maple Sap

Dec 2

NAP Application Deadline for Honey and Maple Sap

Dec 2

Last Day to Return COC Election Voting Ballots to FSA Office

Dec 6

Market Facilitation Program (MFP) Sign-Up Deadline

Dec 13

2020 Dairy Margin Coverage Sign-Up Deadline

Dec 25

All Offices Closed for Christmas Day

Jan 1

All Offices Closed for New Year's Day

Jan 2

Acreage Reporting Deadline - Honey
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Jan 15 [Acreage Reporting Deadline - Apples, Grapes & Peaches

Feb1 [NAP Application Deadline for Beets, Burdock, Chicory, Greens, Herbs,
Leeks, Lettuce, Onions, Radicchio, Radishes, Scallions, Shallots & Turnips

Upcoming Acreage Reporting Dates

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit
their local FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for New York State:

November 15, 2019 Fall Planted Small Grains
December 2, 2019 Maple

January 2, 2020 Honey

January 15, 2020 Apples, Grapes & Peaches

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates:

e |f the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

e If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the
lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local FSA
office. To locate your local FSA office, visit http://www.farmers.gov

USDA Acreage Reporting Deadline for Perennial Forage
Changes to July 15

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) has established a new acreage reporting deadline for perennial
forage for 2019 and subsequent years. Previously set in the fall, the new deadline is July 15 for all
states, except for Hawaii and Puerto Rico.

Timely and accurate acreage reports for all crops and land uses, including prevented planting or
failed acreage, are the foundation for many FSA program benefits, including disaster programs for
livestock owners. Producers must report their acreage to maintain program eligibility.

Producers who have coverage for perennial forage under the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) must report their crop acreage by the earlier of any of the following:

e the established acreage reporting date (July 15)

e 15 calendar days before the onset of harvest or grazing of the specific crop acreage being
rennrted
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e the established normal harvest date for the end of the coverage period.

Dairy Margin Coverage Program 2020 Deadline Approaching

Dairy producers can now enroll in the Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC) for calendar year 2020.
USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) opened signup for the program that helps producers manage
economic risk brought on by milk price and feed cost disparities.

The DMC program offers reasonably priced protection to dairy producers when the difference
between the all-milk price and the average feed cost (the margin) falls below a certain dollar amount
selected by the producer. The deadline to enroll in DMC for 2020 is Dec. 13, 2019.

Dairy farmers earned more than $300 million dollars from the program in 2019 so far. Producers are
encouraged to take advantage of this very important risk management tool for 2020.

All producers who want 2020 coverage, even those who took advantage of the 25 percent premium
discount by locking in the coverage level for five years of margin protection coverage are required to
visit the office during this signup period to pay the annual administrative fee.

Dairy producers should consider coverage for 2020 as even the slightest drop in the margin can
trigger payments.

More Information

The 2018 Farm Bill created DMC, improving on the previous safety net for dairy producers. DMC is
one of many programs that FSA and other USDA agencies are implementing to support America’s
farmers.

For more information on enrolling in DMC and taking advantage of an online dairy decision tool that
assists producers in selecting coverage for 2020, visit the DMC webpage.

For additional questions and assistance, contact your local USDA service center. To locate your
local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator.

USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for Underserved
Groups and Beginning Farmers

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers that FSA offers targeted farm ownership
and farm operating loans to assist underserved applicants as well as beginning farmers and
ranchers.

USDA defines underserved applicants as a group whose members have been subjected to racial,
ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the group without regard to their
individual qualities. For farm loan program purposes, targeted underserved groups are women,
African Americans, American Indians and Alaskan Natives, Hispanics and Asians and Pacific
Islanders.

Underserved or beginning farmers and ranchers who cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank
can apply for either FSA direct loans or guaranteed loans. Direct loans are made to applicants by
FSA. Guaranteed loans are made by lending institutions who arrange for FSA to guarantee the
loan. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan. The FSA
guarantee allows lenders to make agricultural credit available to producers who do not meet the
lender's normal underwriting criteria.
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The direct and guaranteed loan program provides for two types of loans: farm ownership loans and
farm operating loans. In addition to customary farm operating and ownership loans, FSA now offers
Microloans through the direct loan program. The focus of Microloans is on the financing needs of
small, beginning farmer, niche and non-traditional farm operations. Microloans are available for both
ownership and operating finance needs. To learn more about microloans, visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans.

To qualify as a beginning producer, the individual or entity must meet the eligibility requirements
outlined for direct or guaranteed loans. Additionally, individuals and all entity members must have
operated a farm for less than 10 years. Applicants must materially or substantially participate in the
operation.

For more information on FSA’s farm loan programs and targeted underserved and beginning farmer
guidelines, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans.

Commodity Marketing Loans Policy

The 2018 Farm Bill extends loan authority through 2023 for Marketing Assistance Loans (MALSs)
and Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs).

MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for wheat, feed grains, soybeans, and
other oilseeds, pulse crops, rice, peanuts, cotton, wool and honey. MALs provide producers interim
financing after harvest to help them meet cash flow needs without having to sell their commodities
when market prices are typically at harvest-time lows. A producer who is eligible to obtain a loan,
but agrees to forgo the loan, may obtain an LDP if such a payment is available.

FSA is now accepting requests for 2019 MALs and LDPs for all eligible commodities after harvest.
Requests for loans and LDPs shall be made on or before the final availability date for the respective
commodities.

Commodity certificates are available to loan holders who have outstanding nonrecourse loans for
wheat, feed grains, pulse crops (dry peas, lentils, large and small chickpeas), wool, soybeans and
designated minor oilseeds. These certificates can be purchased at the posted county price (or
adjusted world price or national posted price) for the quantity of commodity under loan, and must be
immediately exchanged for the collateral, satisfying the loan. MALs redeemed with commodity
certificates are not subject to Adjusted Gross Income provisions.

To be considered eligible for an LDP, producers must have form CCC-633EZ, Page 1 on file at their
local FSA Office before losing beneficial interest in the crop. Pages 2, 3 or 4 of the form must be
submitted when payment is requested.

Marketing loan gains (MLGs) and loan deficiency payments (LDPs) are no longer subject to
payment limitations, actively engaged in farming and cash-rent tenant rules.

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions state that a producer whose total applicable three-year
average AGI exceeds $900,000 is not eligible to receive an MLG or LDP. Producers must have a
valid CCC-941 on file to earn a market gain of LDP. The AGI does not apply to MALs redeemed
with commodity certificate exchange.

For more information and additional eligibility requirements, please visit a nearby USDA Service
Center or FSA’s website fsa.usda.gov.

Farm Storage Facility Loans
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FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to producers to
build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or used) structures, equipment and
storage and handling trucks.

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities.
Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley,
minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey,
renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple
sap and syrup, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and
aquaculture (excluding systems that maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water).
Qualified facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement and loans between
$50,000 and $100,000 may require additional security. Loans exceeding $100,000 require
additional security.

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans
are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized
businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm
products, and underserved producers.

To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport_or
contact your local FSA county office. To find your local FSA county office, visit
http://offices.usda.gov.

Reminder to FSA Direct and Guaranteed Borrowers with Real
Estate Security

Farm Service Agency would like to remind farm loan borrowers who have pledged real estate as
security for their loans, of key items for maintaining loan collateral. It is required that borrowers must
obtain prior consent, or approval, by either FSA, for direct loans, or by a guaranteed lender, for any
transaction affecting real estate security. Examples of these transactions include, but are not limited
to:

Leases of any kind;
Easements of any kind;
Subordinations;

Partial releases, and
Sales

Failure to meet or follow the requirements set forth in the loan agreement, promissory note, and
other security instruments could lead to nonmonetary default which could jeopardize your current
and future loans.

It is critical that borrowers keep an open line of communication with their FSA loan staff or
guaranteed lender when it comes to changes in their operation. For more information on borrower
responsibilities, read Your FSA Farm Loan Compass.

Producers Urged to Consider NAP Risk Protection Coverage
Before Crop Sales Deadlines
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protection options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) coverage, before upcoming deadlines.

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and
excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent
federal crop insurance program is available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops,
fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng,
honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.

The following crops in New York have NAP application deadlines approaching:
November 20 - Fruit Trees, Nut Trees, Perennial Crops
December 2 - Honey & Maple Sap

February 1 - Beets, Burdock, Chicory, Greens, Herbs, Leeks, Lettuce, Onions, Radicchio,
Radishes, Scallions, Shallots & Turnips

Producers can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting
https://webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/ActuarialinformationBrowser2018/CropCriteria.aspx.

The 2018 Farm Bill reinstates higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected
production in 5 percent increments, at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers of
organics and crops marketed directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up” option to obtain
NAP coverage of 100 percent of the average market price at the coverage levels of between 50 and
65 percent of expected production. NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average
market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent of expected production.

For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per producer per
county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties.

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents.
Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator:
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator,
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict insurance premium costs.

For more information on NAP, service fees, sales deadlines, contact your local FSA office or visit
the web at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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