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Dates to Remember

Ongoing [CRP-General & SAFE Sign-Up Deadline

Ongoing [Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2.0 Sign-Up

May 25 |Deadline to report Prevented Planting onions and spring-planted small grains

Marketing Assistance Loans and Loan Deficiency Payments Deadline for prior
year harvested corn, soybeans and other oilseeds and pulse crops

June 1

June 1 |Acreage Reporting Deadline for subsequent year nursery crops

June 15 |Acreage Reporting Deadline for onions

Acreage Reporting Deadline for Corn, Soybeans, Spring Planted Small Grains and
most other crops including CRP and cover crops.

July 15
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USDA Expands and Renews Conservation Reserve
Program in Effort to Boost Enroliment and Address
Climate Change

USDA will open enroliment in the Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP) with higher payment rates, new incentives, and a more
targeted focus on the program’s role in climate change mitigation.
Additionally, USDA is announcing investments in partnerships to
increase climate-smart agriculture, including $330 million in 85
Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) projects and
$25 million for On-Farm Conservation Innovation Trials.

Conservation Reserve Program

USDA'’s goal is to enroll up to 4 million new acres in CRP by raising rental payment rates and
expanding the number of incentivized environmental practices allowed under the program. CRP is
one of the world’s largest voluntary conservation programs with a long track record of preserving
topsoil, sequestering carbon, and reducing nitrogen runoff, as well providing healthy habitat for
wildlife.

CRP is a powerful tool when it comes to climate mitigation, and acres currently enrolled in the
program mitigate more than 12 million metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2e). If USDA
reaches its goal of enrolling an additional 4 million acres into the program, it will mitigate an
additional 3 million metric tons of CO2 equivalent and prevent 90 million pounds of nitrogen and
33 million tons of sediment from running into our waterways each year.

New Climate-Smart Practice Incentive

To target the program on climate change mitigation, FSA is introducing a new Climate-Smart
Practice Incentive for CRP general and continuous signups that aims to increase carbon
sequestration and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Climate-Smart CRP practices include
establishment of trees and permanent grasses, development of wildlife habitat, and wetland
restoration. The Climate-Smart Practice Incentive is annual, and the amount is based on the
benefits of each practice type.

Higher Rental Rates and New Incentives

In 2021, CRP is capped at 25 million acres, and currently 20.8 million acres are enrolled.
Furthermore, the cap will gradually increase to 27 million acres by 2023. To help increase
producer interest and enroliment, FSA is:

e Adjusting soil rental rates.This enables additional flexibility for rate adjustments,
including a possible increase in rates where appropriate.

e Increasing payments for Practice Incentives from 20% to 50%.This incentive for
continuous CRP practices is based on the cost of establishment and is in addition to cost
share payments.

¢ Increasing payments for water quality practices.Rates are increasing from 10% to 20%
for certain water quality benefiting practices available through the CRP continuous signup,
such as grassed waterways, riparian buffers, and filter strips.

e Establishing a CRP Grassland minimum rental rate.This benefits more than 1,300



To learn more about updates to CRP, download our “What’'s New with CRP” fact sheet.

USDA Service Centers Provide Free, One-on-One
Help for Farmers

At USDA, we are committed to helping farmers complete loan applications, environmental reviews,
and other paperwork free of charge. One-on-one support is available at more than 2,300 USDA
Service Centers nationwide. USDA’s Farm Service Agency and Natural Resources Conservation
Service staff are usually co-located at these Service Centers and can help guide farmers to the
best USDA assistance based on their unique goals, whether it is loans, conservation programs, or
insurance.

Service Center staff can guide farmers through the process of preparing and submitting required
paperwork on their own, with no need to hire a paid preparer. Language translation service is
available in all USDA Service Centers, so one-on-one assistance with a Service Center employee
can be translated in real time for farmers requiring it. And while some program and loan
applications do have an administrative fee for filing, there is never a charge for preparation
services provided by USDA staff.

Farmers who work with the USDA Service Center can:

e Establish their farm by registering for a farm number, which is required for USDA programs
and assistance.

e Learn how to meet conservation compliance provisions.
o Verify eligibility for USDA programs.
e Discuss their business and conservation goals.
e Create a conservation plan.
e Fill out and file loan and program applications.
We are committed to delivering USDA programs and services to America’s farmers and ranchers

while taking safety measures in response to COVID-19. We encourage you to check the status of
your local USDA Service Center and make an appointment to discuss your business needs.

Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) Losses

NAP provides financial assistance to you for crops that aren’t eligible for crop insurance to protect
against lower yields or crops unable to be planted due to natural disasters including freeze, hail,
excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and qualifying drought
(includes native grass for grazing), among others.

To receive payment, you had to purchase NAP coverage for 2021 crops and file a notice of loss
the earlier of 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15
days of the final harvest date.

For hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of
when a loss becomes annarent.
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Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is
not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms,
floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and
industrial crops.

For more information on NAP, contact your County USDA Service Center or
visit fsa.usda.gov/nap.

Applying for Farm Storage Facility Loans

The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Farm Storage Facility Loan
(FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to help you build or
upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or used)
structures, equipment and storage and handling trucks.

Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans,
oats, peanuts, wheat, barley, minor oilseeds harvested as whole
grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey, renewable biomass, fruits, nuts
and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple sap & syrup, rye, milk, cheese,
butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture (excluding systems that
maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified facilities include grain
bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement, loans between
$50,000 and $100,000 may require additional security, and loans exceeding $100,000 require
additional security.

You do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans are
designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized
businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional
farm products, and underserved producers.

For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport.

Applying for FSA Direct Loans

FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating loans to producers who want to
establish, maintain, or strengthen their farm or ranch. Direct loans are processed, approved and
serviced by FSA loan officers.

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel,
farm chemicals, insurance, and other costs including family living expenses. Operating loans can
also be used to finance minor improvements or repairs to buildings and to refinance some farm-
related debts, excluding real estate.

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm,
construct and repair buildings, and to make farm improvements.

The maximum loan amount for direct farm ownership loans is $600,000 and the maximum loan
amount for direct operating loans is $400,000 and a down payment is not required. Repayment
terms vary depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan.
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exceed 40 years.

Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm ownership or
operating loan.

USDA Expands Aquaculture Disaster Assistance in
State to Include Fish Raised for Food

In response to catastrophic aquaculture losses due to major winter storms that hit states along the
U.S. Gulf Coast including State in February, the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm
Service Agency (FSA) today announced a policy change that makes food fish and other aquatic
species eligible for the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees and Farm-raised Fish
Program (ELAP). Previously, only farm-raised game and bait fish were eligible for death loss
ELAP benefits. Beginning June 1, eligible aquaculture producers can request ELAP assistance for
2021 losses. This policy change is for the 2021 and subsequent program years.

ELAP provides financial assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees and farm-raised
fish for losses due to disease, certain adverse weather events or loss conditions, including
blizzards and wildfires, as determined by the Secretary.

To be eligible, losses must have occurred on or after Jan. 1, 2021. For farm-raised fish and other
aquatic species death losses only that occurred prior to June 1, 2021, FSA is waiving the
requirement to file a notice of loss within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent. An
aquaculture producer will still need to be able to provide contemporaneous records upon request
to document the eligible loss event and demonstrate the beginning and ending inventory. The
deadline to file an application for payment for the 2021 program year is Jan. 31, 2022.

Producers must provide acreage reports for the surface acres of water where their aquatic species
are raised. Acreage reports for 2021 must be filed by Sept. 30, 2022.

More Information

USDA offers a comprehensive portfolio of disaster assistance programs. On farmers.gov, the
Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery
Tool can help producers and landowners determine all program or loan options available for
disaster recovery assistance. For assistance with a crop insurance claim, producers and
landowners should contact their crop insurance agent. For FSA and NRCS programs, they should
contact their local USDA Service Center.

Communication is Key in Lending

Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools necessary
to be successful. FSA staff will provide guidance and counsel from the loan application process
through the borrower’s graduation to commercial credit. While it is FSA’s commitment to advise
borrowers as they identify goals and evaluate progress, it is crucial for borrowers to communicate
with their farm loan staff when changes occur. It is the borrower’s responsibility to alert FSA to any
of the following:
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e Any significant changes to family income or expenses
e The development of problem situations
e Any losses or proposed significant changes in security

If a farm loan borrower can’t make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on time, contact
your farm loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options.

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, contact your USDA Service Center or visit
fsa.usda.gov.

USDA Encourages Completion of Cash Rents and
Leases Survey

You may have received a Cash Rents and Leases survey from the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS). This survey provides the basis for
estimates of the current year’s cash rents paid for irrigated cropland, non-irrigated cropland, and
permanent pasture. Please complete your Cash Rents and Leases survey by June 21. This survey
can be completed and returned by mail, over the phone, or at agcounts.usda.gov.

Information from this survey is used in the Farm Service Agency (FSA) Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP) as an alternative soil rental rate prior to finalizing new rates each year. Survey
responses from as many localities as possible help calculate more accurate rental rates.
Completion of the survey ensures cash rental rates accurately represent your locality. Survey
results will also give you a useful tool in negotiating your rental agreements, and financial planning
for your agricultural operation.

In accordance with federal law, survey responses are kept confidential. Survey results will be
available in aggregate form only to ensure that no individual producer or operation can be
identified. NASS will publish the survey results on August 27 at quickstats.nass.usda.gov/.

If you have any questions about this survey, please call 888-424-7828, or visit:
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Surveys/Guide to NASS Surveys/Cash Rents by County/index.php.

Signature Policy

Using the correct signature when doing business with FSA can save time and prevent a delay in
program benefits.

The following are FSA signature guidelines:

e A married woman must sign her given name: Mrs. Mary Doe, not Mrs. John Doe
e For aminor, FSA requires the minor's signature and one from the minor’s parent

Note, by signing a document with a minor, the parent is liable for actions of the minor and may be
liable for refunds, liquidated damages, etc.

When signing on one’s behalf the signature must agree with the name typed or printed on the form
or be a variation that does not cause the name and signature to be in disagreement. Example -
John W. Smith is on the form. The signature may be John W. Smith or J.W. Smith or J. Smith. Or
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nass.usda.gov%2FSurveys%2FGuide_to_NASS_Surveys%2FCash_Rents_by_County%2Findex.php%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc6ced4616d1d49e500ef08d9196508f7%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637568743995759499%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=HSrsQFnuZ8hPxs4fbS6mt2Y%2BPQL8kawoiU1fgRvyFxk%3D&reserved=0

FAXED signatures will be accepted for certain forms and other documents provided the
acceptable program forms are approved for FAXED signatures. Producers are responsible for the
successful transmission and receipt of FAXED information.

Examples of documents not approved for FAXED signatures include:

e Promissory note

e Assignment of payment

e Joint payment authorization

e Acknowledgement of commodity certificate purchase

Spouses may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and CCC programs in which either
has an interest, unless written notification denying a spouse this authority has been provided to
the county office.

Spouses cannot sign on behalf of each other as an authorized signatory for partnerships, joint
ventures, corporations or other similar entities. Likewise, a spouse cannot sign a document on
behalf of the other in order to affirm the eligibility of oneself.

Any member of a general partnership can sign on behalf of the general partnership and bind all
members unless the Articles of Partnership are more restrictive. Spouses may sign on behalf of
each other’s individual interest in a partnership, unless notification denying a spouse that authority
is provided to the county office. Acceptable signatures for general partnerships, joint ventures,
corporations, estates, and trusts must consist of an indicator “by” or “for” the individual’s name,
individual’s name and capacity, or individual’'s name, capacity, and name of entity.

For additional clarification on proper signatures contact your local FSA office.

New York State Office

441 S. Salina St.
Syracuse, NY 13202

Phone: 315-477-6300
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/ny

Acting State Executive Director: Farm Loan Chief:
Mark Dennis John Liddington

State Committee:
Judi Whittaker, Chair
Michael Bittel
Lawrence Eckhardt
Theodore Furber
Barbara Hanselman

Mav Interest Rates: Mav Interest Rates:
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mailto:mark.dennis@usda.gov
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Farm Storage Facility Loans:

3 yr-0.375%
5yr-0.875%
7 yr-1.375%
10 yr - 1.625%
12 yr - 1.750%

Commodity Loans: 1.125%

To find contact information for

Farm Loan Programs:

Farm Operating: 1.750%
Farm Ownership: 3.250%
Conservation Loans: 3.250%
Direct Down Payment: 1.5%
Joint Financing: 2.5%



https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?service=page%2FCountyMap&state=NY&stateCode=36&stateName=New+York&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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