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2021 Farm Service Agency County Committee Elections 
Underway 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will begin mailing ballots this week 
for the Farm Service Agency (FSA) county and urban county committee 
elections to all eligible agricultural producers and private landowners across the 
country. Elections are occurring in certain Local Administrative Areas (LAA) for 
these committee members who make important decisions about how federal 
farm programs are administered locally. To be counted, producers and 
landowners must return ballots to their local FSA county office or be postmarked 
by Dec. 6, 2021. 

Producers must participate or cooperate in an FSA program to be eligible to vote in the county committee 
election. A cooperating producer is someone who has provided information about their farming or ranching 
operation but may not have applied or received FSA program benefits. Also, for County Committee elections, 
producers who are not of legal voting age, but supervise and conduct the farming operations of an entire 
farm, are eligible to vote. 

Producers can find out if their LAA is up for election and if they are eligible to vote by contacting their local 
FSA county office. Eligible voters who do not receive a ballot in the mail can request one from their local FSA 
county office. To find your local USDA Service Center, visit farmers.gov/service-locator. Visit 
fsa.usda.gov/elections for more information. 

Each committee has from three to 11 elected members who serve three-year terms of office, and at least one 
seat representing an LAA is up for election each year. Newly elected committee members will take office 
Jan.1, 2022. 



Urban and Suburban County Committees 

Ballots to elect urban committee members were sent beginning Nov. 1, 2021. These elections will serve local 
urban producers in the same jurisdiction. A fact sheet on the urban county committee election and a list of 
eligible cities can be found at fsa.usda.gov/elections. 

The 2018 Farm Bill directed USDA to form urban county committees as well as make other advancements 
related to urban agriculture, including the establishment of the Office of Urban Agriculture and Innovative 
Production. Urban county committees will work to encourage and promote urban, indoor and other emerging 
agricultural production practices. Committee members will provide outreach to ensure urban producers 
understand USDA programs and serve as the voice of other urban producers. Additionally, the new county 
committees may address areas such as food access, community engagement, support of local activities to 
promote and encourage community compost and food waste reduction. Learn more at farmers.gov/urban. 

  

 
USDA Builds Pandemic Support for Certified Organic and 
Transitioning Operations 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will provide pandemic assistance to 
cover certification and education expenses to agricultural producers who are 
certified organic or transitioning to organic. USDA will make $20 million available 
through the new Organic and Transitional Education and Certification Program 
(OTECP) as part of USDA’s broader Pandemic Assistance for 
Producers initiative, which provides new, broader and more equitable 
opportunities for farmers, ranchers and producers.     

During the COVID-19 pandemic, certified organic and transitional operations faced challenges due to loss of 
markets, and increased costs and labor shortages, in addition to costs related to obtaining or renewing their 
organic certification, which producers and handlers of conventionally grown commodities do not incur. 
Transitional operations also faced the financial challenge of implementing practices required to obtain organic 
certification without being able to obtain the premium prices normally received for certified organic 
commodities.      

Eligible Expenses  

OTECP funding is provided through the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES 
Act). Certified operations and transitional operations may apply for OTECP for eligible expenses paid during 
the 2020, 2021 and 2022 fiscal years. For each year, OTECP covers 25% of a certified operation’s eligible 
certification expenses, up to $250 per certification category (crop, livestock, wild crop, handling and State 
Organic Program fee). This includes application fees, inspection fees, USDA organic certification costs, state 
organic program fees and more.     

Crop and livestock operations transitioning to organic production may be eligible for 75% of a transitional 
operation’s eligible expenses, up to $750, for each year. This includes fees charged by a certifying agent or 
consultant for pre-certification inspections and development of an organic system plan.     

For both certified operations and transitional operations, OTECP covers 75% of the registration fees, up to 
$200, per year, for educational events that include content related to organic production and handling in order 
to assist operations in increasing their knowledge of production and marketing practices that can improve 
their operations, increase resilience and expand available marketing opportunities. Additionally, both certified 
and transitional operations may be eligible for 75% of the expense of soil testing required under the National 
Organic Program (NOP) to document micronutrient deficiency, not to exceed $100 per year.   

Applying for Assistance    



Signup for 2020 and 2021 OTECP will be Nov. 8, 2021, through Jan. 7, 2022. Producers apply through their 
local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office and can also obtain one-on-one support with applications by calling 
877-508-8364. Visit farmers.gov/otecp to learn more.     

Additional Organic Support    

OTECP builds upon USDA’s Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP) which provides cost share 
assistance of 50%, up to a maximum of $500 per scope, to producers and handlers of agricultural products 
who are obtaining or renewing their certification under the NOP. This year’s application period for 
OCCSP ended Nov. 1, 2021.   

Additionally, USDA’s Risk Management Agency announced improvements to the Whole-Farm Revenue 
Program including increasing expansion limits for organic producers to the higher of $500,000 or 35%. 
Previously, small and medium size organic operations were held to the same 35% limit to expansion as 
conventional practice producers. Also, producers can now report acreage as certified organic, or as acreage 
in transition to organic, when the producer has requested an organic certification by the acreage reporting 
date.     

To learn more about USDA’s assistance for organic producers, visit usda.gov/organic.    

As USDA looks for long-term solutions to build back a better food system, the Department is committed to 
delivery of financial assistance to farmers, ranchers and agricultural producers and businesses who have 
been impacted by COVID-19 market disruptions. Since USDA rolled out the Pandemic Assistance for 
Producers initiative in March, the Department has provided support to America’s farmers and ranchers 
including:  

 $18 billion in Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2 payments, including a fourfold increase in 
participation by historically underserved producers since the program reopened in April 2021.  

 Over $35 million in assistance for those who had to depopulate livestock and poultry due to 
insufficient processing access (Pandemic Livestock Indemnity Program).  

 Over $7 million to date for the logging and log hauling industry (Pandemic Assistance for Timber 
Harvesters and Haulers). Final payments are being calculated to be disbursed soon.  

 $1 billion to purchase healthy food for food insecure Americans and build food bank capacity.   

 $350 million in additional dairy assistance related to market volatility.   

 $500 million deployed through existing USDA programs. 

 For more details, please visit www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance.      

 

USDA Provides $1.8 Billion to Offset Market Fluctuations 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is in the process of issuing $1.8 billion in payments to agricultural 
producers who enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for 
the 2020 crop year.  These payments provide critical support to help mitigate fluctuations in either revenue or 
prices for certain crops. These two USDA safety-net programs help producers of certain crops build back 
better after facing the impacts of COVID-19 and other challenges.    

In addition, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is encouraging producers to contact their local USDA 
Service Centers to make or change elections and to enroll for 2022 ARC or PLC, providing future protections 
against market fluctuations. The election and enrollment period opened on Oct. 18, 2021 and runs through 
March 15, 2022.   

2020 Payments and Contracts   



ARC and PLC payments for a given crop year are paid out the following fall to allow actual county yields and 
the Market Year Average prices to be finalized. This month, FSA processed payments to producers enrolled 
in 2020 ARC-County (ARC-CO), ARC-Individual (ARC-IC) and PLC for covered commodities that triggered for 
the crop year.    

For ARC-CO, view the 2020 ARC-CO Benchmark Yields and Revenues online database for payment rates 
applicable to their county and each covered commodity.     

For PLC, payments have triggered for barley, canola, chickpeas (large and small), dry peas, flaxseed, lentils, 
peanuts, seed cotton and wheat. More information on rice payments will be announced later this fall and in 
early 2022.    

For ARC-IC, producers should contact their local FSA office for additional information pertaining to 2020 
payment information, which relies on producer-specific yields for the crop and farm to determine benchmark 
yields and actual year yields when calculating revenues.   

 By the Numbers   

More than 1.7 million contracts were signed in 2019.  In 2020, producers signed nearly 1.8 million ARC or PLC 
contracts, and 251 million out of 273 million base acres were enrolled in the programs.  In 2021, signed 
contracts surpassed 1.8 million.   

Since the ARC and PLC were authorized by in the 2014 Farm Bill and reauthorized by in the 2018 Farm Bill, 
these safety-net programs have paid out more than $32.5 billion to producers of covered commodities.   

2022 Elections and Enrollment    

Producers can elect coverage and enroll in ARC-CO or PLC, which are both crop-by-crop, or ARC-IC, which 
is for the entire farm. Although election changes for 2022 are optional, producers must enroll through a signed 
contract each year. Also, if a producer has a multi-year contract on the farm and makes an election change 
for 2022, it will be necessary to sign a new contract.     

If an election is not submitted by the deadline of March 15, 2022, the election remains the same as the 2021 
election for crops on the farm.  Farm owners cannot enroll in either program unless they have a share interest 
in the farm.      

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain 
sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium and short grain 
rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed, and wheat.     

 Web-Based Decision Tools    

In partnership with USDA, the University of Illinois and Texas A&M University offer web-based decision tools 
to assist producers in making informed, educated decisions using crop data specific to their respective 
farming operations. Tools include:    

  Gardner-farmdoc Payment Calculator, a tool available through the University of Illinois allows 
producers to estimate payments for farms and counties for ARC-CO and PLC.   

 ARC and PLC Decision Tool, a tool available through Texas A&M tallows producers to estimate 
payments and yield updates and expected payments for 2022.    

 Crop Insurance Considerations    



ARC and PLC are part of a broader safety net provided by USDA, which also includes crop insurance and 
marketing assistance loans.    

Producers are reminded that ARC and PLC elections and enrollments can impact eligibility for some crop 
insurance products.    

Producers on farms with a PLC election have the option of purchasing Supplemental Coverage Option (SCO) 
through their Approved Insurance Provider; however, producers on farms where ARC is the election are 
ineligible for SCO on their planted acres for that crop on that farm.    

Unlike SCO, the Enhanced Coverage Option (ECO) is unaffected by an ARC election.  Producers may add 
ECO regardless of the farm program election.   

Upland cotton farmers who choose to enroll seed cotton base acres in ARC or PLC are ineligible for the 
stacked income protection plan (STAX) on their planted cotton acres for that farm.      

More Information     

For more information on ARC and PLC, visit the ARC and PLC webpage or contact your local USDA Service 
Center.   

 
USDA Issuing Approximately $270 Million in Pandemic 
Assistance to Poultry, Livestock Contract Producers  
USDA has begun issuing approximately $270 million in payments to contract producers of eligible livestock 
and poultry who applied for Pandemic Assistance. Earlier this year, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
identified gaps in assistance including in the initial proposal to assist contract growers. In August, USDA 
released the improved program for contract producers to fill these gaps, providing support as part of USDA’s 
broader Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative.   

The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, provided funding for payments to contract producers of eligible 
livestock and poultry for revenue losses from Jan. 1, 2020, through Dec. 27, 2020. Contract producers of 
broilers, pullets, chicken eggs, turkeys, hogs and pigs, ducks, geese, pheasants and quail were eligible for 
assistance, along with eligible breeding stock and eggs of all eligible poultry types produced under contract. 
Signup ran from Aug. 24, 2021, through Oct. 12, 2021. 

In total, the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2 (CFAP 2), of which assistance for contract producers is 
part, provided more than $18.8 billion to producers whose operations were impacted by the coronavirus 
pandemic. CFAP 2 had a fourfold increase in participation by historically underserved producers since the 
program reopened in April 2021. This highlights USDA’s commitment to increase outreach, education and 
technical assistance to historically underserved farmers and ranchers, including by investing $4.7 million to 
assist in targeted outreach for FSA programs. 

 
USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and 
Improve Property 
Farmers can use USDA farm ownership microloans to buy and improve property. These microloans are 
especially helpful to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, and 
those who have small and mid-sized farming operations. 



Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, 
equipment, and living expenses since 2013. 

Microloans can also help with farmland and building purchases and soil and water conservation 
improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application process, expand eligibility 
requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers strengthen their operations. Microloans 
provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers and can be issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm 
Service Agency (FSA). 

To learn more about the FSA microloan program, contact your local County USDA Service Center at 
fsa.usda.gov/nc or visit fsa.usda.gov/microloans. 

 
USDA Launches First Phase of Soil Carbon Monitoring 
Efforts through CRP 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is investing $10 million in a new initiative to sample, measure, and 
monitor soil carbon on Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acres to better quantify the climate outcomes of 
the program. CRP is an important tool in the Nation’s fight to reduce the worst impacts of climate change 
facing our farmers, ranchers, and foresters. This initiative will begin implementation in fall 2021 with three 
partners. Today’s announcement is part of a broader, long-term soil carbon monitoring effort across 
agricultural lands that supports USDA’s commitment to deliver climate solutions to agricultural producers and 
rural America through voluntary, incentive-based solutions.     

These models include the Daily Century Model, or DayCent, which simulates the movement of carbon and 
nitrogen through agricultural systems and informs the National Greenhouse Gas Inventory. Data will also be 
used to strengthen the COMET-Farm and COMET-Planner tools, which enable producers to evaluate potential 
carbon sequestration and greenhouse gas emission reductions based on specific management scenarios.      

USDA partners will conduct soil carbon sampling on three categories of CRP practice types: perennial grass, 
trees, and wetlands.     

Perennial grasses: In consultation with USDA, Michigan State University will sample and measure soil 
carbon and bulk density of CRP grasslands (including native grass plantings, rangelands, and pollinator 
habitat plantings) at an estimated 600 sites across the U.S. with a focus in the central states during this five-
year project. This information will be used to model and compare the climate benefits of CRP. Partners 
include the University of Wisconsin-Madison, the University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff, Deveron, an agriculture 
technology company, and Woods End Laboratories.     

Trees: Mississippi State University will partner with Alabama A&M University to collect above and below 
ground data at 162 sites across seven states documenting CRP-related benefits to soil and atmospheric 
carbon levels. Information will help further calibrate the DayCent model. This five-year project will focus within 
the Mississippi Delta and Southeast states.           

Wetlands: Ducks Unlimited and its partners will collect data on carbon stocks in wetland soils as well as 
vegetation carbon levels at 250 wetland sites across a 15-state area in the central U.S. Data will support 
the DayCent and additional modeling. Partners for this five-year project include: Migratory Bird Joint Venture, 
Intertribal Research and Resource Center at United Tribes Technical College, Clemson University, Kenyon 
College, Lincoln University, Pennsylvania State University, the University of Missouri, and the University of 
Texas at Austin.    

 CRP Monitoring, Assessment, and Evaluation Projects     



 These three Climate Change Mitigation Assessment Initiative projects are funded through FSA’s program to 
work with partners to identify Monitoring, Assessment and Evaluation (MAE) projects to quantify CRP 
environmental benefits to water quality and quantity, wildlife, and rural economies.    

 Applications for projects were welcome from all organizations, including public, private, nonprofit institutions, 
and educational institutions including historically Black colleges and universities, Tribal colleges and 
universities and Hispanic-serving institutions or organizations.        

For more details on the all the awarded MAE projects, visit the FSA Monitoring Assessment & Evaluation 
webpage.        

About the Conservation Reserve Program     

CRP is one of the world’s largest voluntary conservation programs, with an established track record of 
preserving topsoil, sequestering carbon, reducing nitrogen runoff and providing healthy habitat for wildlife.     

 In exchange for a yearly rental payment, agricultural producers enrolled in the program agree to remove 
environmentally sensitive land from production and plant species that will improve environmental health and 
quality. In general, land is enrolled in CRP for 10 to 15 years, with the option of re-enrollment. FSA offers 
multiple CRP signups, including the general signup and continuous signup, as well as Grassland CRP and 
pilot programs focused on soil health and clean water. In 2021, producers and landowners enrolled more than 
5.3 million acres in CRP signups, surpassing USDA’s 4-million-acre goal.    

 Earlier this year, USDA announced updates to CRP including higher payment rates, new incentives for 
environmental practices, and a more targeted focus on the program’s role in climate change mitigation. This 
included a new Climate-Smart Practice Incentive for CRP general and continuous signups that aims to 
increase carbon sequestration and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Climate-Smart CRP practices include 
establishment of trees and permanent grasses, development of wildlife habitat, and wetland restoration. 
Download the “What’s New” fact sheet  to learn more about CRP updates.     

 
Linkage Requirements for Payments Received Under 
WHIP+ and/or QLA 
If you received a payment under the Wildfires and Hurricanes Indemnity Program+ (WHIP+) or the Quality 
Loss Adjustment Program (QLA) for crop production and/or quality losses occurring in 2018, 2019, or 2020 
crop years, you are required to meet linkage requirements by obtaining federal crop insurance or Non-Insured 
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage at the 60/100 level, or higher, for both the 2022 and 2023 
crop years. 

When applying for WHIP+ or QLA, form FSA-895 (Crop Insurance and/or NAP Coverage Agreement) was 
submitted acknowledging the requirement to obtain federal crop insurance, if available, or NAP coverage if 
federal crop insurance is not available. The coverage requirement is applicable to the physical location county 
of the crop that received WHIP+ and/or QLA benefits.  

Producers should not delay contacting their federal crop insurance agent or local county FSA Office to inquire 
about coverage options, as failure to obtain the applicable coverage by the sales/application closing 
date will result in the required refund of WHIP+ benefits received on the applicable crop, plus 
interest. You can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting the RMA 
website. 

For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center at or visit fsa.usda.gov/nc.  

 



USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers Facing 
Inclement Weather 
Severe weather events create significant challenges and often result in catastrophic loss for agricultural 
producers. Despite every attempt to mitigate risk, your operation may suffer losses. USDA offers several 
programs to help with recovery. 

Risk Management 

For producers who have risk protection through Federal Crop Insurance or the Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP), we want to remind you to report crop damage to your crop insurance agent or the 
local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office. 

If you have crop insurance, contact your agency within 72 hours of discovering damage and be sure to follow 
up in writing within 15 days. If you have NAP coverage, file a Notice of Loss (also called Form CCC-576) 
within 15 days of loss becoming apparent, except for hand-harvested crops, which should be reported within 
72 hours. 

Disaster Assistance 

USDA also offers disaster assistance programs, which is especially important to livestock, fruit and vegetable, 
specialty and perennial crop producers who have fewer risk management options. 

First, the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee and Farm-
raised Fish Program (ELAP) reimburses producers for a portion of the value of livestock, poultry and other 
animals that died as a result of a qualifying natural disaster event or for loss of grazing acres, feed and 
forage. And, the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) provides assistance to producers of grazed forage 
crop acres that have suffered crop loss due to a qualifying drought. Livestock producers suffering the impacts 
of drought can also request Emergency Haying and Grazing on Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acres. 

Next, the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides cost share assistance to rehabilitate and replant tree, 
vines or shrubs loss experienced by orchards and nurseries. This complements NAP or crop insurance 
coverage, which cover the crop but not the plants or trees in all cases. 

For LIP and ELAP, you will need to file a Notice of Loss for livestock and grazing or feed losses within 30 
days and honeybee losses within 15 days. For TAP, you will need to file a program application within 90 days. 

Documentation 

It’s critical to keep accurate records to document all losses following this devastating cold weather event. 
Livestock producers are advised to document beginning livestock numbers by taking time and date-stamped 
video or pictures prior to after the loss. 

Other common documentation options include: 

 Purchase records 

 Production records 

 Vaccination records 

 Bank or other loan documents 

 Third-party certification 



Other Programs 

The Emergency Conservation Program and Emergency Forest Restoration Program can assist landowners 
and forest stewards with financial and technical assistance to restore damaged farmland or forests. 

Additionally, FSA offers a variety of loans available including emergency loans that are triggered by disaster 
declarations and operating loans that can assist producers with credit needs.  You can use these loans to 
replace essential property, purchase inputs like livestock, equipment, feed and seed, or refinance farm-
related debts, and other needs. 

Meanwhile, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides financial resources through 
its Environmental Quality Incentives Program to help with immediate needs and long-term support to help 
recover from natural disasters and conserve water resources. Assistance may also be available for 
emergency animal mortality disposal from natural disasters and other causes. 

Additional Resources 

Additional details – including payment calculations – can be found on our NAP, ELAP, LIP, and TAP fact 
sheets. On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm 
Loan Discovery Tool can help you determine program or loan options. 

While we never want to have to implement disaster programs, we are here to help. To file a Notice of Loss or 
to ask questions about available programs, contact your local USDA Service Center. All USDA Service 
Centers are open for business, including those that restrict in-person visits or require appointments because 
of the pandemic. 

 

Selected Interest Rates for November 2021 
90-Day Treasury Bill 0.125% 
Farm Operating Loans - Direct 1.75% 
Farm Ownership Loans - Direct 2.875% 
Farm Ownership Loans  - Direct Down Payment, 
Beginning Farmer or Rancher 

1.50% 

Emergency Loans  2.75% 
Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 Years)  1.375% 
Commodity Loans - 1996 - Present 0.125% 

 

Important Dates to Remember 
November is American Indian and Alaskan Native Heritage Month 
November 11 - Veteran's Day Holiday (Offices Closed) 
November 25 - Thanksgiving Day Holiday (Offices Closed) 
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