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USDA Simplifies Application Process for Noninsured Crops 
for Underserved Producers; Improves Risk Management 
Accessibility 
A message from FSA Administrator Zach Ducheneaux 

Earlier this year, we made several updates to disaster assistance programs to give more farmers, ranchers, 
and Tribes equitable access to recovery programs administered by the Farm Service Agency (FSA).  

Specifically, I’d like to point out changes made to the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
and how we’ve simplified the application process for underserved producers. 

This important policy change opens the door to risk management options for producers who may not have 
previously known about or been able to obtain coverage to protect their crops. 
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NAP provides financial assistance to producers of noninsurable crops when natural disaster events cause low 
yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting.   

Our policy improvements mean that, beginning with the 2022 crop year, having a CCC-860 form, Socially 
Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification, on file with FSA 
will provide producers with basic NAP coverage for all eligible crops. Specifically, FSA is waiving all NAP-
related service fees for basic coverage for producers with a CCC-860 on file prior to the application closing 
date for each crop. These producers are also eligible to receive a 50% premium reduction if they elect higher 
levels of coverage before the application closing date for each crop.  

At the end of January, we notified producers who already have the CCC-860 certification form on file 
regarding their eligibility for NAP basic coverage for 2022. If you suffered losses from natural disasters in 
2022, you will need to contact your local FSA county office to file an acreage report, as well as a notice of 
loss, and an application for a NAP payment.   

If you are interested in NAP coverage for 2023 and future years, your local FSA county office staff will be 
more than happy to provide information on eligibility, coverage options, and how to apply for additional 
coverage.   

While these recent policy changes are intended to remove barriers to available benefits and help underserved 
producers manage risk, any producer of noninsurable crops can apply for NAP coverage by completing FSA 
form CCC-471, Application for Coverage, and paying a service fee. Your local FSA office can verify 
application closing dates and ensure coverage for your crops is available.  

My staff and I are committed to revisiting FSA program policies and finding ways, within our authorities, to 
remove obstacles that prevent participation.  Expanding NAP to ensure all producers of noninsured crops 
have access to risk coverage is the result of proactive input from producers and the willingness of FSA 
employees to think outside of the box for the benefit of the producers we serve.  

Please contact your local USDA Service Center for more information on NAP coverage options.  

 

Avoid Scams Related to USDA Financial Assistance for 
Farmers Facing Discrimination 
The Inflation Reduction Act provides $2.2 billion in financial assistance for farmers, ranchers, and forest 
landowners who experienced discrimination in USDA’s farm lending programs prior to January 1, 2021. 

USDA has become aware of some lawyers and groups spreading misleading information about this process, 
pressuring people to sign retainer agreements, and asking people to fill out forms with private and sensitive 
information. 

Application forms for this program are not yet available and the application filing period has not started. 
Before the application process opens, USDA will publish a list of trusted community organizations located 
across the country that will provide FREE help completing applications. 

Please beware of organizations seeking to file your application for a fee. Filing an application for the program 
will be FREE. You will not need a lawyer to file an application for this program. If you feel the need for legal 
advice, seek the assistance of a trusted, licensed attorney. 
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Beware of solicitations by mail, email, or phone calls from individuals claiming to be connected to USDA. 
USDA will not solicit you for information. 

The most up-to-date information on this program will be posted at www.farmers.gov/22007, a USDA website. 
Please check there for any concerns or reach out to your local FSA office. To find your local office, 
visit farmers.gov/service-locator. 

If you believe there is an organization conducting a scam related to this process, please contact the USDA 
Office of the Inspector General (OIG) or any other appropriate authorities. The USDA OIG hotline can be 
accessed online at https://usdaoig.oversight.gov/hotline and by phone at (800) 424-9121 

 

USDA Previews Emergency Relief Assistance for 
Agricultural Producers Who Incurred Losses Due to 2022 
Natural Disaster Events 
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack today announced plans to roll out $3.7 billion in Emergency Relief Program 
(ERP) and Emergency Livestock Relief Program (ELRP) assistance to crop and livestock producers who 
sustained losses due to a qualifying natural disaster event in calendar year 2022. USDA is sharing early 
information to allow producers time to gather documents in advance of program delivery. Through distribution 
of remaining funds, USDA is also concluding the 2021 ELRP program by sending payments in the amount of 
20% of the initial ELRP payment to all existing recipients. 

Background 

On December 29, 2022, President Biden signed into law the Disaster Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act, 
2023 (P.L. 117-328) that provides about $3.7 billion in financial assistance for agricultural producers impacted 
by wildfires, droughts, hurricanes, winter storms and other eligible disasters occurring in calendar year 2022.   

Additionally, the Act specifically targets up to about $500 million to livestock producers for losses incurred due 
to drought or wildfire in calendar year 2022. 

ERP 2022 for Crop Producers 

USDA, through the Farm Service Agency (FSA), intends to deploy the lessons learned from the development 
and implementation of ERP and ELRP for previous years’ losses to ensure expedited assistance for 2022 
losses.  

Based on positive feedback from producers, stakeholder groups and FSA county office staff, USDA intends to 
provide an ERP track for producers who had coverage through Risk Management Agency’s federal crop 
insurance or FSA’s Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP). Through a streamlined application 
process, USDA intends to be in a position to send pre-filled applications directly to eligible producers in early 
summer.  

For producers who have not been able to avail themselves of risk management coverage or whose losses 
were not covered, USDA intends to offer a program track to access ERP assistance with assistance provided 
to producers who suffered a decrease in allowable gross revenue in 2022 due to necessary expenses related 
to losses of eligible crops from a qualifying natural disaster event.     

Instead of implementing these program tracks as two separate phases on different timelines, FSA intends to 
make both tracks available to producers at the same time, noting that the first track will follow a streamlined 
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process with less paperwork burden, based on existing, available risk management data. The second ERP 
track would require that producers provide FSA with certain information related to revenue.   

ELRP 2022 for Livestock Producers and Close Out of ELRP for 2021  

For impacted ranchers, USDA intends to leverage FSA’s Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) data to 
deliver ELRP assistance for increases in supplemental feed costs in 2022. 

To be eligible for an ELRP payment for 2022 losses, livestock producers will need to have suffered grazing 
losses from wildfire or in a county rated by the U.S. Drought Monitor as having a D2 (severe drought) for eight 
consecutive weeks or a D3 (extreme drought) or higher level of drought intensity during the 2022 calendar 
year and have applied and been approved for 2022 LFP. Additionally, otherwise eligible producers whose 
permitted grazing on federally managed lands was disallowed due to wildfire will also be eligible for ELRP 
payments if they applied and were approved for 2022 LFP. 

In a continued effort to streamline and simplify the delivery of ELRP benefits, eligible producers will not be 
required to apply for payment.    

Meanwhile, FSA also intends to provide additional assistance to ranchers for qualifying livestock losses from 
drought and wildfire in 2021.  More information will be announced in the coming months. 

How Producers Can Prepare  

To participate in ERP and ELRP for 2022 losses, both crop and livestock producers should have or be 
prepared to have the following forms on file with FSA:    

• Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet (as applicable to the program participant);    
• Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity;   
• Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable); and    
• Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) 

Certification.    

Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will likely have these 
required forms on file. However, those who are uncertain or want to confirm should contact FSA at their 
local USDA Service Center.    

In addition to the forms listed above, underserved producers are encouraged to register their status with FSA, 
using Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher 
Certification, as certain existing permanent and ad-hoc disaster programs provide increased benefits or 
reduced fees and premiums.    

Producers with eligible crop losses who did not have federal crop insurance or NAP risk management 
coverage for 2022 and intend to apply for ERP assistance will need to pull together revenue information that 
is readily available from most tax records. FSA encourages producers to have their tax documents from the 
past few years and supporting materials ready including Schedule F (Form 1040) and Profit or Loss from 
Farming or similar tax documents. FSA will not require these forms to be submitted with the ERP application, 
but will require a certification, similar to Adjusted Gross Income certification that has been used for many 
years for Farm Bill programs. Applicants simply report and certify to the information required for the program.  

Crop producers who have federal crop insurance coverage should ensure that information on file with their 
insurance agent is accurate and that any pending activities needed to file loss claims for 2022 losses are 
addressed as soon as possible. Producers who received ERP assistance last year or who will receive 
assistance for 2022 losses are required to purchase crop insurance or NAP for the next two crop years.  

https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


 
 

More Information   

In the coming months, USDA intends to provide additional information on how to apply for assistance through 
ERP and ELRP for 2022 losses. Through proactive communications and outreach, USDA will keep producers 
and stakeholders informed as program eligibility, application and implementation details unfold.    

 

USDA Kicks-Off Effort to Expand Market Opportunities for 
Climate-Smart Commodities and Learn from Pilot Projects 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced the official kick-off of the implementation phase 
for projects funded through the $3.1 billion Partnerships for Climate-Smart Commodities effort. Project 
partners are beginning work on formal implementation of the climate-smart production practices, marketing, 
and quantification, monitoring, reporting and verification of greenhouse gas benefits that are funded through 
the effort as agreements are finalized on a rolling basis. As projects get underway, today USDA is launching 
the Partnerships for Climate-Smart Commodities Learning Network (Partnerships Network), a collaboration of 
all the project partners, which will generate key lessons-learned as projects are implemented. Read the press 
release to learn more. 

 

USDA’s CLEAR30 Offers Producers with Expiring Voluntary 
Conservation Contracts Rental Incentives and Longer Term 
Options 
Agricultural producers and landowners with certain expiring Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) contracts 
can receive additional rental incentives and extend that land’s role in conservation for another 30 years. The 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has opened the signup period for its Clean Lakes, Estuaries, And 
Rivers enrollment (CLEAR30) now through July 31, 2023. CLEAR30 is a part of the CLEAR initiative, which 
prioritizes water quality practices as a part of Continuous CRP enrollment, and is one of several CRP 
enrollment opportunities. CLEAR30 allows producers and landowners enrolling certain water quality practices 
to enroll in 30-year contracts, extending the lifespan and strengthening the benefits of important water quality 
practices on their land. Like other CRP enrollments, CLEAR30 is a voluntary, incentive-based conservation 
opportunity offered by USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

Cropland and certain pastureland that is currently enrolled in Continuous CRP or the Conservation Reserve 
Enhancement Program (CREP) and is also dedicated to an eligible water quality practice, such as the 
establishment of riparian buffers, contour strips, or grass waterways, may be eligible for CLEAR30 if their 
contracts are expiring by September 30, 2023.   

CLEAR30 contracts will be effective beginning October 1, 2023. These long-term contracts ensure that 
conservation practices remain in place for 30 years, which improves water quality by reducing sediment and 
nutrient runoff and helping prevent algal blooms. Conservation in riparian areas also provides important 
carbon sequestration benefits. Traditional CRP contracts run from 10 to 15 years.  

About CLEAR30  
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CLEAR30 enrollment was established in the 2018 Farm Bill to better address water quality concerns. 
Originally, CLEAR30 was only available in the Great Lakes and Chesapeake Bay watersheds; in 2021, FSA 
made CLEAR30 available to agricultural producers and landowners nationwide, and participation grew nearly 
seven-fold from 2020 to 2021.  

Annual rental payments for landowners who enroll in CLEAR30 will be equal to the current Continuous CRP 
annual payment rate plus a 20 percent water quality incentive payment and an annual rental rate adjustment 
of 27.5 percent.   

Read the press release here. 

How to Sign Up  

To sign up for CLEAR30, landowners and producers should contact their local USDA Service Center by July 
31, 2023. Contact information can be found at farmers.gov/service-locator. Additionally, fact sheets and other 
resources are available at fsa.usda.gov/crp.      

About Continuous CRP 

CLEAR30 is one of several enrollment opportunities with Continuous CRP, giving producers and landowners 
the opportunity to enroll in CRP throughout the year without specific signup periods. Through the overall 
CLEAR initiative in Continuous CRP, USDA prioritizes water quality practices to reduce sediment and nutrient 
loadings and to foster clean lakes, estuaries, and rivers.   

Offers are automatically accepted provided the producer and land meet the eligibility requirements and the 
enrollment levels do not exceed the statutory cap.  

Continuous CRP offers conservation benefits similar to others, like General and Grassland CRP, but also 
offers unique flexibility and several program choices, which in addition to CLEAR30, include: 

• State Acres For Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE):  The initiative restores vital habitat in order to meet 
high-priority state wildlife conservation goals.  

• Highly Erodible Lands Initiative (HELI): Producers and landowners can enroll in CRP to establish 
long-term cover on highly erodible cropland.  

• Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP): Working with conservation partners, CREP 
leverages federal and non-federal funds to target specific State, regional, or nationally significant 
conservation concerns.  

• Farmable Wetlands Program: Producers and landowners can enroll land in CRP to restore previously 
farmed wetlands and wetland buffers, improving both vegetation and water flow.     

• Clean Lakes, Estuaries And Rivers (CLEAR): Prioritizes water quality practices to reduce sediment, 
nutrient loadings, and help prevent algal blooms to foster Clean Lakes, Estuaries, and Rivers 

More Information  

CLEAR30 is an enrollment option available through CRP, one of the largest voluntary private-lands 
conservation programs in the United States. CRP was originally intended to primarily control soil erosion and 
stabilize commodity prices by taking environmentally sensitive lands out of production. The program has 
evolved over the years, providing numerous conservation and economic benefits. In addition to CLEAR30, 
signups are also open for Continuous CRP and Grassland CRP. The Grassland CRP signup opened April 17 
and runs through May 26.  

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. Under the Biden-Harris 
Administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus on more resilient local and 
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regional food production, fairer markets for all producers, ensuring access to safe, healthy and nutritious food 
in all communities, building new markets and streams of income for farmers and producers using climate 
smart food and forestry practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy capabilities 
in rural America, and committing to equity across the Department by removing systemic barriers and building 
a workforce more representative of America. To learn more, visit www.usda.gov.   

 

USDA Announces Grassland Conservation Reserve 
Program Signup for 2023 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced that agricultural producers and private landowners 
can begin applying for the Grassland Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) signup starting April 17 
through May 26, 2023. Among CRP enrollment opportunities, Grassland CRP is unique as a working lands 
program, allowing producers and landowners to continue grazing and haying practices while protecting 
grasslands and promoting plant and animal biodiversity and conservation.  

Protecting grasslands with CRP not only benefits participants with annual rental payments and cost share 
assistance; it also contributes positively to the economy of many regions, builds biodiversity, and provides 
important carbon sequestration benefits to deliver lasting climate outcomes.    

More than 2.4 million acres were enrolled through the 2022 Grassland CRP Signup from agricultural 
producers and private landowners. That signup – the highest ever for the program– reflects the continued 
success and value of investments in voluntary, producer-led, working lands conservation programs. The 
current total participation in Grassland CRP is 6.3 million acres, which is part of the 23 million acres enrolled 
in CRP opportunities overall.  

Since 2021, the USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA), which administers all CRP programs, has made 
several improvements to Grassland CRP to broaden the program’s reach, including:  

• Creating two National Priority Zones to put focus on environmentally sensitive land such as that prone 
to wind erosion.  

• Enhanced offers with 10 additional ranking points to producers and landowners who are historically 
underserved, including beginning farmers and military veterans.  

• Leverage the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) to engage historically 
underserved communities Tribal Nations in the Great Plains  

Other CRP Signups    

General CRP  

General CRP signup closed on April 7. The program helps producers and landowners establish long-term, 
resource-conserving plant species, such as approved grasses or trees, to control soil erosion, improve water 
quality and enhance wildlife habitat on cropland. Additionally, General CRP includes a Climate-Smart Practice 
Incentive to help increase carbon sequestration and reduce greenhouse gas emissions by helping producers 
and landowners establish trees and permanent grasses, enhance wildlife habitat, and restore wetlands.   

Continuous CRP   

Under Continuous CRP, producers and landowners can enroll in CRP throughout the year. Offers are 
automatically accepted provided the producer and land meet the eligibility requirements and the enrollment 
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levels do not exceed the statutory cap. The Climate-Smart Practice Incentive is also available in the 
Continuous signup.   

FSA offers several additional enrollment opportunities within Continuous CRP, including the State Acres for 
Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE) Initiative, the Farmable Wetlands Program (FWP), and the Conservation 
Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP). Also available is the Clean Lakes Estuaries and Rivers Initiative 
CLEAR30 Initiative, which was originally piloted in twelve states but has been expanded nationwide, allowing 
producers and landowners to enroll in 30-year CRP contracts for water quality practices.   

How to Sign Up   

Landowners and producers interested in Grassland CRP, or any other CRP enrollment option, should contact 
their local USDA Service Center to learn more or to apply for the program before their deadlines.    

Producers with expiring CRP acres can use the Transition Incentives Program (TIP), which incentivizes 
producers who sell or enter a long-term lease with a beginning, veteran, or socially disadvantaged farmer or 
rancher who plans to sustainably farm or ranch the land.   

More Information   

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest voluntary private-lands conservation programs in the 
United States. It was originally intended to primarily control soil erosion and potentially stabilize commodity 
prices by taking marginal lands out of production. The program has evolved over the years, providing many 
conservation and economic benefits.     

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. Under the Biden-Harris 
administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus on more resilient local and 
regional food production, fairer markets for all producers, ensuring access to safe, healthy and nutritious food 
in all communities, building new markets and streams of income for farmers and producers using climate 
smart food and forestry practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy capabilities 
in rural America, and committing to equity across the Department by removing systemic barriers and building 
a workforce more representative of America. To learn more, visit usda.gov.   

 

USDA Seeks Members for Federal Advisory Committee for 
Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production 
USDA is seeking nominations for four positions on the Federal Advisory Committee for Urban Agriculture and 
Innovative Production. Nominations will be open to public from May 15, 2023, to July 15, 2023. The 12-
member Committee, which assembled in March 2022, is part of USDA’s efforts to increase support for urban 
agriculture and innovative production. Members of the committee provide input on policy development and to 
help identify barriers to urban agriculture as USDA works to promote urban farming and the economic 
opportunities it provides in cities across the country. Learn more, read the press release.  
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Join us for the People’s Garden anniversary! Sign up your 
garden in Oklahoma. 
The People’s Garden community is growing! Last May, USDA renewed the People’s Garden initiative. On the 
anniversary of the reopening we invite you to join approximately 1,200 People’s Gardens that have signed up 
nationwide in the past year by registering on the USDA People’s Garden website. Community gardens, urban 
farms, school gardens, and small-scale agriculture projects in rural, suburban and urban areas can join the 
“People’s Garden” community. 

We invite you to: 

• Join the People’s Garden community. 
• Grow using sustainable practices that benefit people and wildlife. 
• Teach about local, resilient food systems. 

• People’s Gardens are marked on a map on the USDA website and may be featured in USDA 
communications. You’ll receive a People’s Garden sign to display and learn about People’s Garden 
community information such as webinars. 

Sign up at www.usda.gov/peoples-garden 

 

NRCS Program Update 
Program deadline to remember: 

• June 15: Application deadline for Organic Transition Initiative. To learn more read the press release. 

 

USDA Offers Assistance to Help Organic Dairy Producers 
Cover Increased Costs with the new Organic Dairy 
Marketing Assistance Program (ODMAP) 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), announces assistance for dairy producers with the new Organic 
Dairy Marketing Assistance Program (ODMAP).  ODMAP is established to help mitigate market volatility, 
higher input and transportation costs, and unstable feed supply and prices that have created unique 
hardships in the organic dairy industry. Specifically, under the ODMAP, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
is making $104 million available to organic dairy operations to assist with projected marketing costs in 2023, 
calculated using their marketing costs in 2022.   

FSA will begin accepting applications for ODMAP on May 24, 2023. Eligible producers include certified 
organic dairy operations that produce milk from cows, goats and sheep.   

How ODMAP Works   
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FSA is providing financial assistance for a producer’s projected marketing costs in 2023 based on their 2022 
costs. ODMAP provides a one-time cost-share payment based on marketing costs on pounds of organic milk 
marketed in the 2022 calendar year.   

ODMAP provides financial assistance that will immediately support certified organic dairy operations during 
2023 keeping organic dairy operations sustainable until markets return to more normal conditions.    

How to Apply   

FSA is accepting applications from May 24 to July 24, 2023. To apply, producers should contact FSA at their 
local USDA Service Center. To complete the ODMAP application, producers must certify to pounds of 2022 
milk production, how documentation of their organic certification, and submit a completed application form.   

Organic dairy operations are required to provide their USDA certification of organic status confirming 
operation as an organic dairy in 2023 and 2022 along with the certification of 2022 milk production in 
hundredweight.     

ODMAP complements other assistance available to dairy producers, including Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC) 
and Supplemental DMC, with more than $300 million in benefits paid for the 2023 program year to date. 
 Learn more on the FSA Dairy Programs webpage.   

More Information   

To learn more about USDA programs, producers can contact their local USDA Service Center. Producers can 
also prepare maps for acreage reporting as well as manage farm loans and other programs by logging into 
their farmers.gov account. If you don’t have an account, sign up today.   

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. In the Biden-Harris 
administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus on more resilient local and 
regional food production, fairer markets for all producers, ensuring access to safe, healthy and nutritious food 
in all communities, building new markets and streams of income for farmers and producers using climate 
smart food and forestry practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy capabilities 
in rural America, and committing to equity across the Department by removing systemic barriers and building 
a workforce more representative of America. To learn more, visit usda.gov.    
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100 USDA 
Stillwater, Oklahoma 74074 
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Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or 
call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice 
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• USDA Extends Application Deadline for Revenue Loss Programs to July 14  
• USDA Previews Emergency Relief Assistance for Agricultural Producers 

Who Incurred Losses Due to 2022 Natural Disaster Events 
• USDA Offers Livestock Disaster Program Flexibilities; Responds to Needs 

Expressed by Producers Hard-Hit by Natural Disasters 

 

USDA Extends Application Deadline for Revenue 
Loss Programs to July 14  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is extending the deadline for the Emergency Relief 
Program (ERP) Phase Two and Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program (PARP) to July 14, 
2023, to give producers more time to apply for assistance. The original deadline was June 2.  

Additionally, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is partnering with nine organizations to 
provide educational and technical assistance to agricultural producers and provide assistance in 
completing an ERP Phase Two application. The extended deadline will give producers more 
time to work with these partner organizations and apply for assistance.      

Cooperative Agreements for ERP Phase Two Application Assistance   

Through cooperative agreements with FSA, the following organizations are providing free 
assistance to producers across the United States and territories.     

• Alabama State Association of Cooperatives 
• Farmers Legal Action Group, INC.   
• Flower Hill Institute 
• Intertribal Agriculture Council, Inc,   
• North South Institute 
• Renewing the Countryside II 
• Rural Advancement Foundation International - USA 
• Rural Coalition 
• Texas Small Farmers and Ranchers CBO 

Depending on a producer’s location, these nine partners can provide assistance either by phone 
or through online meeting software like Zoom or Microsoft Teams.    

There is never a charge for technical assistance provided by FSA employees or cooperative 
agreement recipients. These organizations will assist producers with completing the application 
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and any follow-up future insurance coverage requirements. Producers who receive ERP 
payments are statutorily required to purchase crop insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) coverage for the next two available crop years. These organizations 
will not collect producer records, complete or sign the application form, or act on the producer’s 
behalf in any way throughout this process.      

Find more information on FSA cooperative agreements and contact information for the nine 
organizations please visit fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/cooperative-agreements/index.   

PARP Application Assistance 

USDA will host a webinar that focus on completing the PARP application form on June 8, 2023 
from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. eastern with members of the National Farm Income Tax Extension 
Committee. Register here. 

Eligibility    

To be eligible for ERP Phase Two, producers must have suffered a decrease in allowable gross 
revenue in 2020 or 2021 due to necessary expenses related to losses of eligible crops from a 
qualifying natural disaster event. Assistance will be primarily to producers of crops that were not 
covered by Federal Crop Insurance or NAP, since crops covered by Federal Crop Insurance 
and NAP were included in the assistance under ERP Phase One.    

To be eligible for PARP, an agricultural producer must have been in the business of farming 
during at least part of the 2020 calendar year and had a 15% or greater decrease in allowable 
gross revenue for the 2020 calendar year, as compared to a baseline year.   

FSA offers an online ERP tool and PARP tool that can help producers determine what is 
considered allowable gross revenue for each respective program.   

Producers should contact their local FSA office to make an appointment to apply for ERP Phase 
Two and PARP assistance. Producers should also keep in mind that July 15 is a major deadline 
to complete acreage reports for most crops. FSA encourages producers to complete the ERP 
Phase Two application, PARP application and acreage reporting during the same office visit.    

More Information      

For more information, view the ERP Phase Two Fact Sheet, PARP Fact Sheet, the ERP Phase 
Two-PARP Comparison Fact Sheet, ERP Phase Two application video tutorial, PARP 
application video tutorial, myth-buster blog or contact your local USDA Service Center.      

 

USDA Previews Emergency Relief Assistance for 
Agricultural Producers Who Incurred Losses Due to 
2022 Natural Disaster Events 
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack today announced plans to roll out $3.7 billion in Emergency 
Relief Program (ERP) and Emergency Livestock Relief Program (ELRP) assistance to crop and 
livestock producers who sustained losses due to a qualifying natural disaster event in calendar 
year 2022. USDA is sharing early information to allow producers time to gather documents in 
advance of program delivery. Through distribution of remaining funds, USDA is also concluding 
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the 2021 ELRP program by sending payments in the amount of 20% of the initial ELRP 
payment to all existing recipients. 

Background 

On December 29, 2022, President Biden signed into law the Disaster Relief Supplemental 
Appropriations Act, 2023 (P.L. 117-328) that provides about $3.7 billion in financial assistance 
for agricultural producers impacted by wildfires, droughts, hurricanes, winter storms and other 
eligible disasters occurring in calendar year 2022.   

Additionally, the Act specifically targets up to about $500 million to livestock producers for 
losses incurred due to drought or wildfire in calendar year 2022. 

ERP 2022 for Crop Producers 

USDA, through the Farm Service Agency (FSA), intends to deploy the lessons learned from the 
development and implementation of ERP and ELRP for previous years’ losses to ensure 
expedited assistance for 2022 losses.  

Based on positive feedback from producers, stakeholder groups and FSA county office staff, 
USDA intends to provide an ERP track for producers who had coverage through Risk 
Management Agency’s federal crop insurance or FSA’s Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP). Through a streamlined application process, USDA intends to be in a position to 
send pre-filled applications directly to eligible producers in early summer.  

For producers who have not been able to avail themselves of risk management coverage or 
whose losses were not covered, USDA intends to offer a program track to access ERP 
assistance with assistance provided to producers who suffered a decrease in allowable gross 
revenue in 2022 due to necessary expenses related to losses of eligible crops from a qualifying 
natural disaster event.     

Instead of implementing these program tracks as two separate phases on different timelines, 
FSA intends to make both tracks available to producers at the same time, noting that the first 
track will follow a streamlined process with less paperwork burden, based on existing, available 
risk management data. The second ERP track would require that producers provide FSA with 
certain information related to revenue.   

ELRP 2022 for Livestock Producers and Close Out of ELRP for 2021  

For impacted ranchers, USDA intends to leverage FSA’s Livestock Forage Disaster Program 
(LFP) data to deliver ELRP assistance for increases in supplemental feed costs in 2022. 

To be eligible for an ELRP payment for 2022 losses, livestock producers will need to have 
suffered grazing losses from wildfire or in a county rated by the U.S. Drought Monitor as having 
a D2 (severe drought) for eight consecutive weeks or a D3 (extreme drought) or higher level of 
drought intensity during the 2022 calendar year and have applied and been approved for 2022 
LFP. Additionally, otherwise eligible producers whose permitted grazing on federally managed 
lands was disallowed due to wildfire will also be eligible for ELRP payments if they applied and 
were approved for 2022 LFP. 

In a continued effort to streamline and simplify the delivery of ELRP benefits, eligible producers 
will not be required to apply for payment.    
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Meanwhile, FSA also intends to provide additional assistance to ranchers for qualifying livestock 
losses from drought and wildfire in 2021.  More information will be announced in the coming 
months. 

How Producers Can Prepare  

To participate in ERP and ELRP for 2022 losses, both crop and livestock producers should have 
or be prepared to have the following forms on file with FSA:    

• Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet (as applicable to the program participant);    
• Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity;   
• Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable); and    
• Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation 

(WC) Certification.    

Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will likely 
have these required forms on file. However, those who are uncertain or want to confirm should 
contact FSA at their local USDA Service Center.    

In addition to the forms listed above, underserved producers are encouraged to register their 
status with FSA, using Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning 
and Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification, as certain existing permanent and ad-hoc disaster 
programs provide increased benefits or reduced fees and premiums.    

Producers with eligible crop losses who did not have federal crop insurance or NAP risk 
management coverage for 2022 and intend to apply for ERP assistance will need to pull 
together revenue information that is readily available from most tax records. FSA encourages 
producers to have their tax documents from the past few years and supporting materials ready 
including Schedule F (Form 1040) and Profit or Loss from Farming or similar tax documents. 
FSA will not require these forms to be submitted with the ERP application, but will require a 
certification, similar to Adjusted Gross Income certification that has been used for many years 
for Farm Bill programs. Applicants simply report and certify to the information required for the 
program.  

Crop producers who have federal crop insurance coverage should ensure that information on 
file with their insurance agent is accurate and that any pending activities needed to file loss 
claims for 2022 losses are addressed as soon as possible. Producers who received ERP 
assistance last year or who will receive assistance for 2022 losses are required to purchase 
crop insurance or NAP for the next two crop years.  

More Information   

In the coming months, USDA intends to provide additional information on how to apply for 
assistance through ERP and ELRP for 2022 losses. Through proactive communications and 
outreach, USDA will keep producers and stakeholders informed as program eligibility, 
application and implementation details unfold. 

USDA Offers Livestock Disaster Program 
Flexibilities; Responds to Needs Expressed by 
Producers Hard-Hit by Natural Disasters 
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USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) has provided additional flexibilities and further enhanced 
disaster recovery assistance provided by the Emergency Assistance for Livestock Honeybees, 
and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP), Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Livestock 
Forage Disaster Program (LFP) in response to needs expressed by livestock producers across 
the U.S. who have experienced significant feed, forage and animal losses from natural 
disasters. These livestock disaster program policy enhancements include an extended June 2, 
2023, deadline to submit notices of loss and applications for payment for 2022 losses. The 
deadline extension and program flexibilities are available to eligible producers nationwide who 
incurred losses from a qualifying natural disaster event.   

LIP and ELAP reimburses producers for a portion of the value of livestock, poultry and other 
animals that died because of a qualifying natural disaster event or for loss of grazing acres, 
feed, and forage. LFP provides benefits for grazing losses due to a qualifying drought or wildfire. 
For fire, losses must occur on federally managed lands. ELAP provides benefits for grazing 
losses not covered under LFP.      

New Program Applications for 2022   

FSA is accepting 2022 LIP notices of loss and applications for payment through June 2, 2023, 
for all covered livestock that may have been eligible in 2022.    

Producers who did not sign up for ELAP assistance for hauling livestock, forage and feedstuff 
hauling or other losses covered under ELAP in 2022 can also apply through June 2, 2023.    

FSA will accept LFP applications for only newly eligible covered livestock through June 2, 
2023.   

All required supporting documentation must be received and on file in the county office by the 
established deadline.    

Revising 2022 Applications    

Producers who have a 2022 ELAP, LIP or LFP application on file with FSA as of the program 
deadline or were placed on an approved register, may revise their application with the newly 
updated eligible livestock no later than June 2, 2023.   

Filing a Notice of Loss for ELAP due to 2022 and 2023 Drought   

To support program access for counties that do not currently have a 365-day grazing season, 
FSA is waiving the 30-day timeframe for producers to submit a notice of loss for the 2023 ELAP 
program year due to qualifying drought in calendar years 2022 or 2023. Producers can now 
submit a notice of loss from the date the loss is apparent, as far back as Jan. 1, 2023, for 2022 
eligible losses and 2023 eligible losses that occur before June 2, 2023.    

For counties that have a 365-day grazing season, producers must have a qualifying drought in 
the 2023 calendar year to be eligible for 2023 livestock, water and feed hauling in 2023.  

More Information   

Livestock producers must provide evidence that livestock death was due to an eligible adverse 
weather event or loss condition. In addition, livestock producers should bring supporting 
evidence, including documentation of the number and kind of livestock that died, photographs or 
video records to document the loss, purchase records, veterinarian records, production records 
and other similar documents. Owners who sold injured livestock for a reduced price because the 
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livestock were injured due to an adverse weather event, must provide verifiable evidence of the 
reduced sale of the livestock.   

Producers can apply for ELAP, LFP and LIP benefits at their local FSA county office. For more 
information or to submit a notice of loss or an application for payment, please contact your local 
FSA office or visit farmers.gov/recover. 
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