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NEWSLETTER

County Committee Election Results

County committee elections are over, the ballots are counted and the results are in...
Doreen Pezza of Johnston RI was elected to represent LAA # 1, Providence County and
Donald Baffoni Jr. of Johnston RI will serve as the first alternate.

Elected county committee members serve a three-year term and are responsible for
making decisions on FSA disaster, conservation, commodity, and price support pro-
grams, as well as other important federal farm program issues.

County committee members are a valuable asset because they are comprised of local
producers who participate in FSA programs themselves and have a direct connection to
farmers and ranchers in the community. All recently elected county committee members
and alternates will take office on January 1, 2016, and join the existing committee. For
more information about county committees and the election process, please contact
your local FSA Office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

USDA lIssues Safety-Net Payments to State Farmers Facing Market

Downturn
The USDA Farm Service Agency has begun issuing financial assistance for the 2014 crop
year to those agricultural producers who are participating in the new safety-net pro-
grams established by the 2014 Farm Bill. The new programs, known as Agriculture Risk
Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC), are designed to protect against unex-
pected drops in crop prices or revenues due to market downturns.
Unlike the old direct payments program, which provided funds in good years and bad
years, these new programs only provide financial assistance when prices or revenues
drop below normal. For example, nationwide, farms participating in ARC-County that
are receiving payments experienced a $20 billion drop in revenues relative to the histor-
ical benchmark. Similarly, lower prices in commodities such as peanuts and rice have
triggered PLC assistance.

Also, please note that funds provided by the ARC-County program can vary from coun-
ty to county. The 2014 Farm Bill requires ARC-County payments to be calculated using
the national average market year price (which does not vary by county), and the aver-
age county yield (which varies by county). This creates county-by-county differences in
payment rates. The yield data comes from surveys conducted by the USDA National
Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS), the national standard that uses the highest-precision
statistical procedures available. Where that data does not exist, the next strongest data is
used: county-level crop insurance data from the Risk Management Agency. If that data
does not exist, the next strongest data is used: NASS district data. Where NASS district
data doesn’t exist, the FSA State Committees provide data.

Because the new programs are designed as financial assistance for prices and revenues
lower than normal, not all producers will receive a payment, (as occurred with the old
direct payments program). ARC/PLC payments are designed to help with unexpected
changes in the marketplace, and to supplement other assistance programs, such as crop
insurance. To learn more about the data used in calculating payments, how payments
are calculated, crop-specific and state-specific information, please visit our website at
www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.




New USDA Commitments to Help Build Up Next Generation of Farmers and Ranchers

The U.S. Department of Agriculture today announced a commitment by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
to prioritize $5.6 billion over the next two years within USDA programs and services that serve new and beginning
farmers and ranchers. Deputy Secretary Harden also announced a new, tailored web tool designed to connect bur-

geoning farm entrepreneurs with programs and resources available to help them get started.

The new web tool is available at www.usda.gov/newfarmers. The site was designed based on feedback from new
and beginning farmers and ranchers around the country, who cited unfamiliarity with programs and resources as a
challenge to starting and expanding their operations. The site features advice and guidance on everything a new
farm business owner needs to know, from writing a business plan, to obtaining a loan to grow their business, to
filing taxes as a new small business owner. By answering a series of questions about their operation, farmers can use
the site’s Discovery Tool to build a personalized set of recommendations of USDA programs and services that may
meet their needs.

Using the new web tool and other outreach activities, and operating within its existing resources, USDA has set a
new goal of increasing beginning farmer and rancher participation by an additional 6.6 percent across key USDA
programs, which were established or strengthened by the 2014 Farm Bill, for a total investment value of approxi-
mately $5.6 billion. Programs were targeted for expanded outreach and commitment based on their impact on
expanding opportunity for new and beginning farmers and ranchers, including starting or expanding an operation,
developing new markets, supporting more effective farming and conservation practices, and having access to rele-
vant training and education opportunities. USDA will provide quarterly updates on its progress towards meeting its
goal. A full explanation of the investment targets, benchmarks and outcomes is available at: BFR-Commitment-
Factsheet.

As the average age of the American farmer now exceeds 58 years, and data shows that almost 10 percent of farm-
land in the continental United States will change hands in the next five years, we have no time to lose in getting
more new farmers and ranchers established. Equally important is encouraging young people to pursue careers in
industries that support American agriculture. According to an employment outlook report released by USDA’s Na-
tional Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA) and Purdue University, one of the best fields for new college gradu-
ates is agriculture. Nearly 60,000 high-skilled agriculture job openings are expected annually in the United States for
the next five years, yet only 35,000 graduates with a bachelor’s degree or higher in agriculture related fields are
expected to be available to fill them. The report also shows that women make up more than half of the food, agri-
culture, renewable natural resources, and environment higher education graduates in the United States. USDA re-
cently released a series of fact sheets showcasing the impact of women in agriculture nationwide.

Today’s announcement builds on USDA’s ongoing work to engage its resources to inspire a strong next generation
of farmers and ranchers by improving access to land and capital; building market opportunities; extending conser-
vation opportunities; offering appropriate risk management tools; and increasing outreach and technical support.
To learn more about USDA’s efforts, visit the Beginning Farmers and Ranchers Results Page.



USDA Encourages Producers to Consider Risk Protection Coverage before Crop Sales Deadlines

The Farm Service Agency encourages producers to examine available USDA crop risk protection options, including
federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage, before the applicable crop
sales deadline.

Producers are reminded that crops not covered by insurance may be eligible for the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assis-
tance Program (NAP). The 2014 Farm Bill expanded NAP to include higher levels of protection. Beginning, under-
served and limited resource farmers are now eligible for free catastrophic level coverage, as well as discounted premi-
ums for additional levels of protection."

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and excessive moisture. NAP
covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent federal crop insurance program is available,
including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery,
aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.

USDA has partnered with Michigan State University and the University of lllinois to create an online tool at
www.fsa.usda.gov/nap that allows producers to determine whether their crops are eligible for federal crop insurance
or NAP and to explore the best level of protection for their operation. NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent
of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent of expected production, with higher levels of cov-
erage, up to 65 percent of their expected production at 100 percent of the average market price, including coverage
for organics and crops marketed directly to consumers.

Deadlines for coverage vary by state and crop, March 15, 2016 is the deadline to insure Annual Crops under the NAP
program for Rhode Island. To learn more about NAP visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your local USDA Service
Center. To find your local USDA Service Centers go to http://offices.usda.gov.

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents. Agent lists are available
at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator: http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/
#. Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator, https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to
predict insurance premium costs.

Filing a Notice of Loss

The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and prevented planting and may be completed by any
producer with an interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for all crops including grasses. For loss-
es on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), you must file a CCC-576, Notice of
Loss, in the FSA County Office within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent.

Producers of hand-harvested crops must notify FSA of damage or loss through the administrative County Office with-
in 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This notification can be provided by filing a CCC-
576, email, fax or phone. Producers who notify the County Office by any method other than by filing the CCC-576
are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, within the required 15 calendar days.



Farm Reconstitutions

When changes in farm ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. The reconstitution — or
recon — is the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on the farming operation.
The following are the different methods used when doing a farm recon.

Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments and quotas for a parent farm among heirs in settling an estate;

Designation of Landowner Method — may be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or ownership is transferred; (2) an
entire farm is sold to two or more persons; (3) farm ownership is transferred to two or more persons; (4) part of a tract
is sold or ownership is transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two or more persons; or (6) tract ownership is transferred to two
or more persons. In order to use this method the land sold must have been owned for at least three years, or a waiver
granted, and the buyer and seller must sign a Memorandum of Understanding;

DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in the same proportion that the DCP cropland for each resulting tract re-
lates to the DCP cropland on the parent tract;

Default Method — the division of bases for a parent farm with each tract maintaining the bases attributed to the tract
level when the reconstitution is initiated in the system.

Update Your Records

FSA is cleaning up our producer record database. If you have any unreported changes of address or zip code or an incor-
rect name or business name on file they need to be reported to our office. Changes in your farm operation, like the addi-
tion of a farm by lease or purchase, need to be reported to our office as well. Producers participating in FSA and NRCS
programs are required to timely report changes in their farming operation to the County Committee in writing and to
update their CCC-902 Farm Operating Plan.

If you have any updates or corrections, please call your local FSA office to update your records.
Save Time — Make an Appointment with FSA

To insure maximum use of your time and to insure that you are afforded our full attention to your important business
needs, please call our office ahead of your visit to set an appointment and to discuss any records or documentation that
you may need to have with you when you arrive for your appointment. For local FSA Service Center contact infor-
mation, please visit: http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app.

Foreign Buyers Notification

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricultural land to report
their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm Service Agency administers this program for USDA.

All individuals who are not U.S. citizens, and have purchased or sold agricultural land in the county are required to re-
port the transaction to FSA with 90 days of the closing. Failure to submit the AFIDA form (FSA-153) could result in civil
penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of the property. County government offices, Realtors, attorneys

and others involved in real estate transactions are reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting requirements

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office
of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-
9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642
(Relay voice users).



