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NEWSLETTER

USDA Financial Assistance Available to Help Organic Farmers Create
Conservation Buffers

USDA is assisting organic farmers with the cost of establishing up to 20,000 acres of
new conservation buffers and other practices on and near farms that produce organic
crops.

The financial assistance is available from the USDA Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP), a federally funded voluntary program that contracts with agricultural producers
so that environmentally sensitive land is not farmed or ranched, but instead used for
conservation benefits. CRP participants establish long-term, resource-conserving plant
species, such as approved grasses or trees (known as “covers”) to control soil erosion,
improve water quality and develop wildlife habitat. In return, FSA provides participants
with rental payments and cost-share assistance. Contract duration is between 10 and
15 years.

For conservation buffers, funds are available for establishing shrubs and trees, or sup-
porting pollinating species, and can be planted in blocks or strips. Interested organic
producers can offer eligible land for enrollment in this initiative at any time.

Other USDA FSA programs that assist organic farmers include:

e The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program that provides financial assis-
tance for 55 to 100 percent of the average market price for organic crop losses
between 50 to 65 percent of expected production due to a natural disaster.

e Marketing assistance loans that provide interim financing to help producers meet
cash flow needs without having to sell crops during harvest when market prices
are low, and deficiency payments to producers who forgo the loan in return for a
payment on the eligible commodity.

e Avariety of loans for operating expenses, ownership or guarantees with outside
lenders, including streamlined microloans that have a lower amount of paperwork.

e Farm Storage Facility Loans for that provide low-interest financing to build or up-
grade storage facilities for organic commaodities, including cold storage, grain bins,
bulk tanks and drying and handling equipment.

e Services such as mapping farm and field boundaries and reporting organic
acreage that can be provided to a farm’s organic certifier or crop insurance agent.

Visit www.fsa.usda.gov/organic to learn more about how FSA can help organic farm-
ers. For an interactive tour of CRP success stories, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/CRPis30 or
follow #CRPis30 on Twitter. To learn more about FSA programs visit a local FSA office
or www.fsa.usda.gov. To find your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov




Farm Service Agency Extends Voting Deadline for County Committee Elections

The deadline to submit ballots for the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) 2016 County Commit-
tee Elections has been extended to ensure farmers have sufficient time to vote. Eligible voters
now have until Dec. 13, 2016 to return ballots to their local FSA offices. Producers in Bristol,
Kent and Newport County who have not received their ballot should pick one up at the Rhode
Island County FSA office.

FSA has modified the ballot, making it easily identifiable and less likely to be overlooked. Ballots
returned by mail must be postmarked no later than Dec. 13, 2016. Newly elected committee
members will take office Jan. 1, 2017.

The candidates in this year’s election are:
LAA-1 Bristol County, Joseph Silveira
LAA-3 Kent County, Vincent Confreda
LAA-5 Newport County, Victor Hoogendoorn

Nearly 7,700 FSA County Committee members serve FSA offices nationwide. Each committee
has three to 11 elected members who serve three-year terms of office. One-third of County
Committee seats are up for election each year. County Committee members apply their
knowledge and judgment to help FSA make important decisions on its commodity support, con-
servation, indemnity, disaster and emergency programs.

Producers must participate or cooperate in an FSA program to be eligible to vote in the County
Committee election. Approximately 1.5 million producers are currently eligible to vote. Farmers
and ranchers who supervise and conduct the farming operations of an entire farm, but are not
of legal voting age, also may be eligible to vote.

For more information, visit the FSA website at www.fsa.usda.gov/elections or contact the
Rhode Island County FSA office at 401-828-3120 Option 2.

Ballots will be counted on December 19th in the USDA Warwick Service Center.



Preauthorized Debit Available for Farm Loan Borrowers

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) has implemented pre-authorized debit (PAD) for Farm Loan Program (FLP) borrowers.
PAD is a voluntary and alternative method for making weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, quarterly, semi-annual or annual
payments on loans.

PAD payments are pre authorized transactions that allow the National Financial and Accounting Operations Center
(NFAOC) to electronically collect loan payments from a customer’s account at a financial institution.

PAD may be useful for borrowers who use nonfarm income from regular wages or salary to make payments on loans or
adjustment offers or for payments from seasonal produce stands. PAD can only be established for future payments.

To request PAD, customers, along with their financial institution, must fill out form RD 3550-28. This form has no expi-
ration date, but a separate form RD 3550-28 must be completed for each loan to which payments are to be applied. A
fillable form can be accessed on the USDA Rural Development (RD) website at http://www.rd.usda.gov/publications/
regulations-guidelines. Click forms and search for “Form 3550-28.”

If you have a “filter” on the account at your financial institution, you will need to provide the financial institution with
the following information: Origination ID: 1220040804, Agency Name: USDA RD DCFO.

PAD is offered by FSA at no cost. Check with your financial institution to discuss any potential cost. Preauthorized debit
has no expiration date, but you can cancel at any time by submitting a written request to your local FSA office. If a
preauthorized debit agreement receives three payment rejections within a three month period, the preauthorized debt
agreement will be cancelled by FSA. The payment amount and due date of your loan is not affected by a cancellation of
preauthorized debit. You are responsible to ensure your full payment is made by the due date.

For more information about PAD, contact your local FSA office. To find a local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov

USDA Announces Streamlined Guaranteed Loans and Additional Lender Category for Small-Scale
Operators

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced the availability of a streamlined version of USDA guaranteed
loans, which are tailored for smaller scale farms and urban producers. The program, called EZ Guarantee Loans, uses a
simplified application process to help beginning, small, underserved and family farmers and ranchers apply for loans of
up to $100,000 from USDA-approved lenders to purchase farmland or finance agricultural operations.

USDA today also unveiled a new category of lenders that will join traditional lenders, such as banks and credit unions, in
offering USDA EZ Guarantee Loans. Microlenders, which include Community Development Financial Institutions and
Rural Rehabilitation Corporations, will be able to offer their customers up to $50,000 of EZ Guaranteed Loans, helping
to reach urban areas and underserved producers. Banks, credit unions and other traditional USDA-approved lenders, can
offer customers up to $100,000 to help with agricultural operation costs.

EZ Guarantee Loans offer low interest rates and terms up to seven years for financing operating expenses and 40 years
for financing the purchase of farm real estate. USDA-approved lenders can issue these loans with the Farm Service Agen-
cy (FSA) guaranteeing the loan up to 95 percent.

USDA is providing a 90-day period for the public to review and comment on program improvements. To review pro-
gram details, visit www.regulations.gov, reference RIN 0560-Al34 and follow the instructions to submit comments.
More than half of all FSA loans go to new farmers and more than a quarter to underserved borrowers. FSA also offers
loans of up to $5,000 to young farmers and ranchers though the Youth Loan Program. Loans are made to eligible youth
to finance agricultural projects, with almost 9,000 young people now participating. More information about the availa- ™
ble types of FSA farm loans can be found at www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans or by contacting your local FSA office. To find
your nearest office location, visit http://offices.usda.gov




USDA Expands Microloans to Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and Improve

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering farm ownership microloans, creating a new financing avenue for
farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans are especially helpful to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S.
veterans looking for a career in farming, and those who have small and mid-sized farming operations.

The microloan program, which celebrates its third anniversary this week, has been hugely successful, providing more than
16,800 low-interest loans, totaling over $373 million to producers across the country. Microloans have helped farmers
and ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living expenses since 2013. Sev-
enty percent of loans have gone to new farmers.

Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and water conservation

improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application process, expand eligibility requirements

and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to
qualified producers, and can be issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA).

This microloan announcement is another USDA resource for America’s farmers and ranchers to utilize, especially as new

and beginning farmers and ranchers look for the assistance they need to get started. To learn more about the FSA micro-
loan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or contact your local FSA office. To find your nearest office location,

please visit http://offices.usda.gov.

USDA to Provide Agricultural Credit Training, Expand Opportunities for Farmer Veterans and
Beginning Farmers

USDA is partnering with the Farmer Veteran Coalition (FVC) to conduct agricultural credit training sessions in the Mid-
west for military veterans and beginning farmers and ranchers. States under consideration to host the workshops include
lowa, lllinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, and Nebraska.

These workshops will provide individuals interested in farming as a career, including military veterans, with methods to
improve business planning and financial skills, and improve understanding of the risk management tools that can help
small farm operations.

Other partners include Niman Ranch a community network of more than 700 independent family farmers and ranchers,
and the Farm Credit Council and the Farm Credit System, which provides loans, leases and financial services to farmers,
ranchers and rural businesses across the United States. The workshops will also include assistance with credit applications
and introductions to local or regional food markets.

To learn more about veterans in agriculture, visit www.usda.gov/veterans. Visit www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans or your
local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office to learn more about FSA's farm loan programs. To find your local FSA office, visit
http://offices.usda.gov. More information also is available from the Farmer Veteran Coalition at www.farmvetco.org

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office
of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-
9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642
(Relay voice users).



