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NEWSLETT

USDA's Farm Service Agency Expands Bridges to Opportunity

Nationwide
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) an-
nounced the expansion of a unique service for farmers and ranchers. FSA’s
Bridges to Opportunity program provides a one-stop-shop that connects pro-
ducers with resources, programs and educational services offered across the de-
partment, as well as from other USDA partner organizations. Bridges to Oppor-
tunity, which currently provides enhanced customer support to more than
150,000 customers in 20 states, will expand to serve customers across the coun-
try before the end of the month using fiscal year 2016 funds.

FSA’s presence in over 2,100 county offices, in nearly every rural county, puts
the agency in a unique position to partner with non-governmental organiza-
tions to reach thousands of agricultural producers who can benefit from the
programs and services. Bridges to Opportunity allows FSA employees to search
and obtain a list of all local, state, regional and national organizations that may
be able assist local producers with their specific need. For example, FSA’s Hou-
ston County office in Texas partnered with many agricultural organizations to
serve producers affected by severe drought. When drought-stricken agricultural
producers came to the county office looking for assistance, FSA employees were
able to provide traditional services, such as the Livestock Forage Program and
the Emergency loan program administered by FSA, as well as connect local
farmers with local, regional, and national organizations that provide drought
assistance and education.

Bridges to Opportunity was developed by FSA to provide producers with a
more comprehensive customer service experience by connecting them with oth-
er USDA agencies and nonfederal partners. Through Bridges to Opportunity,
FSA county office employees have the tools to connect farmers, ranchers and
anyone interested in agriculture with customized expertise on topics ranging
including organic production, beginning farmer resources, integrated pest man-
agement, disaster assistance, conservation practices, agricultural educational
courses, loans, grants and other financial assistance that can start, grow or bene-
fit farming and ranching operations.

For more information about Bridges to Opportunity, please contact your local
FSA county office.



Farm Storage Facility Loans

FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to producers to build or
upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or used) structures, equipment and storage and
handling trucks.

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities. Eligible
commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley, minor oilseeds
harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey, renewable biomass,
fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple sap, rye, milk, cheese, but-
ter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture (excluding systems that maintain live
animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold
storage facilities for eligible commodities.

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement and some loans between
$50,000 and $100,000 will no longer require additional security.

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans are
designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized businesses, new
farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm products, and under-
served producers.

To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport or con-
tact your local FSA county office. To find your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

USDA Announces Streamlined Guaranteed Loans and Additional Lender Category for Small-
Scale Operators

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced the availability of a streamlined version of USDA
guaranteed loans, which are tailored for smaller scale farms and urban producers. The program, called EZ
Guarantee Loans, uses a simplified application process to help beginning, small, underserved and family
farmers and ranchers apply for loans of up to $100,000 from USDA-approved lenders to purchase farm-
land or finance agricultural operations.

A new category of lenders will join traditional lenders, such as banks and credit unions, in offering USDA
EZ Guarantee Loans. Microlenders, which include Community Development Financial Institutions and

Rural Rehabilitation Corporations, will be able to offer their customers up to $50,000 of EZ Guaranteed
Loans, helping to reach urban areas and underserved producers. Banks, credit unions and other tradition-
al USDA-approved lenders, can offer customers up to $100,000 to help with agricultural operation costs.

EZ Guarantee Loans offer low interest rates and terms up to seven years for financing operating expenses
and 40 years for financing the purchase of farm real estate. USDA-approved lenders can issue these loans
with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) guaranteeing the loan up to 95 percent.

More information about the available types of FSA farm loans can be found at www.fsa.usda.gov/
farmloans or by contacting your local FSA office.
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USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for Underserved Groups and Beginning
Farmers

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers that FSA offers targeted farm ownership and farm
operating loans to assist underserved applicants as well as beginning farmers and ranchers.

USDA defines underserved applicants as a group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic, or
gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the group without regard to their individual quali-
ties. For farm loan program purposes, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans, American
Indians and Alaskan Natives, Hispanics and Asians and Pacific Islanders.

Underserved or beginning farmers and ranchers who cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank can apply
for either FSA direct loans or guaranteed loans. Direct loans are made to applicants by FSA. Guaranteed loans
are made by lending institutions who arrange for FSA to guarantee the loan. FSA can guarantee up to 95 per-
cent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan. The FSA guarantee allows lenders to make agricultural
credit available to producers who do not meet the lender's normal underwriting criteria.

The direct and guaranteed loan program provides for two types of loans: farm ownership loans and farm
operating loans. In addition to customary farm operating and ownership loans, FSA now offers Microloans
through the direct loan program. The focus of Microloans is on the financing needs of small, beginning
farmer, niche and non-traditional farm operations. Microloans are available for both ownership and operat-
ing finance needs. To learn more about microloans, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans.

To qualify as a beginning producer, the individual or entity must meet the eligibility requirements outlined
for direct or guaranteed loans. Additionally, individuals and all entity members must have operated a farm
for less than 10 years. Applicants must materially or substantially participate in the operation.

For more information on FSA’s farm loan programs and targeted underserved and beginning farmer guide-
lines, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans.



http://www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans.
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USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) Online Hay and Grazing Acres Locator Tool

FSA's Hay Net website www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet is the "go to" online resource for agricultural producers to
list information concerning the need for hay and grazing acres or the availability of hay and grazing acres.
If, due to extenuating circumstances, producers are in need of hay and/or grazing acres to support livestock,
please use Hay Net to post an advertisement seeking these resources. Likewise, landowners who have hay
and/or grazing acres available for livestock producers should post a Hay Net advertisement as well.

A few things to remember when using the Hay Net website:

e There is a one-time registration process that should be completed by all users who want to post an ad
online.

e Users who just want to browse ads DO NOT NEED to have an eAuthentication user id.

e Hay and grazing acre ads will be automatically removed after a period of 13 months.

[ ]

Please help your fellow farmer and rancher by keeping ads current and up to date and remove ads you no
longer need or want advertised on Hay Net. Please, no corporate advertisements on this site.

Hay Net is brought to you by FSA as a public service. The sole purpose of this online resource is to provide a
site for the exchange of information. FSA does not endorse, guarantee, or otherwise make representations of
any kind regarding any user of this site and FSA is not responsible for defining the terms of grazing agreements
or lease contracts.

For more information about Hay Net and other FSA services and programs, please contact your local FSA of-
fice. For local FSA Service Center contact information, please visit: offices.usda.gov.

ASKFSA

Are you looking for answers to your FSA questions? Then ASK FSA at askfsa.custhelp.com.

AskFSA is an online resource that helps you easily find information and answers to your FSA questions no mat-
ter where you are or what device you use. 1t is for ALL customers, including underserved farmers and ranchers
who wish to be enrolled in FSA loans, farm, and conservation programs.

Through AskFSA you can:

e Access our knowledge base 24/7

e Receive answers to your questions faster

e Submit a question and receive a timely response from an FSA expert

e (Get notifications when answers important to you and your farming operation are updated
e Customize your account settings and view responses at any time

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office
of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-
9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642
(Relay voice users).
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