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Census of Agriculture Countdown Begins
for America’s Farmers and Ranchers

America’s farmers and ranchers will soon have the opportunity to
strongly represent agriculture in their communities and industry by
taking part in the 2017 Census of Agriculture. Conducted every five
years by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) National
Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS), the census, to be mailed at
the end of this year, is a complete count of all U.S. farms, ranches,
and those who operate them.

The Census of Agriculture highlights land use and ownership,
operator characteristics, production practices, income and
expenditures, and other topics. The 2012 Census of Agriculture
revealed that over three million farmers operated more than two
million farms, spanning over 914 million acres. This was a four
percent decrease in the number of U.S. farms from the previous
census in 2007. However, agriculture sales, income, and expenses
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increased between 2007 and 2012. This telling information and
thousands of other agriculture statistics are a direct result of
responses to the Census of Agriculture.

Producers who are new to farming or did not receive a Census of
Agriculture in 2012 still have time to sign up to receive the 2017
Census of Agriculture report form by visiting
www.agcensus.usda.gov and clicking on the ‘Make Sure You Are
Counted’ button through June. NASS defines a farm as any place
from which $1,000 or more of agricultural products were produced
and sold, or normally would have been sold, during the census year
(2017).

County Committee Elections

Through the county committees, farmers have a voice. Their
opinions and ideas get to be heard on federal farm programs. To be
eligible to serve on a FSA county committee, a person must
participate or cooperate in an FSA administered program, be
eligible to vote in a county committee election and reside in the
local administrative area where they are nominated.

Producers may nominate themselves or others as candidates.
Organizations representing minority and women farmers and
ranchers may also nominate candidates. To become a nominee,
eligible individuals must sign form FSA-669A.

This year (2017), the following LAA is up for County Committee
Elections for Rhode Island;

LAA-3, Washington County

For more information, contact the Rhode Island Farm Service
Agency County Office 401-828-3120 Option 2.

Acreage Reports Deadline July 15th to
file for all initial Annual Crop Plantings!

In order to maintain program eligibility and benefits, producers must
timely file acreage reports. Failure to file an acreage report by the
crop acreage reporting deadline may result in ineligibility for future
program benefits. FSA will not accept acreage reports provided
more than a year after the acreage reporting deadline.

Final Planting Dates

All producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office for more information on the final
planting date for specific crops. The final planting dates vary by crop, planting period and county so


https://www.agcensus.usda.gov/

please contact your local FSA office for a list of county-specific planting deadlines. The timely
planting of a crop, by the final planting date, may prevent loss of program benefits.

Enrollment Period for 2017 Safety Net Coverage Continues
Through Aug. 1

Producers on farms with base acres under the safety net programs established by the 2014 Farm
Bill, known as the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, can
visit their local FSA office to sign contracts and enroll for the 2017 crop year. The enrollment period
will continue until Aug. 1, 2017.

Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-year, producers on the farm must enroll
by signing a contract each program year.

If a farm is not enrolled during the 2017 enrollment period, the producers on that farm will not be
eligible for financial assistance from the ARC or PLC programs for the 2017 crop should crop prices
or farm revenues fall below the historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program.
Producers who made their elections in 2015 must still enroll during the 2017 enroliment period.

The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to
agricultural producers when there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered
commodities. Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn,
crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long
grain rice, medium grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame,
soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a covered commodity. For more
details regarding these programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA
office, visit http://offices.usda.gov

Report Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP
Losses

The Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides financial assistance to
producers of non-insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting occur
due to natural disasters including excessive wind and qualifying drought (includes native grass for
grazing).

Eligible producers must have purchased NAP coverage for 2017 crops. A notice of loss must be
filed within 15 calendar days of when the loss is apparent or 15 calendar days after the normal
harvest date.

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commaodities for which crop insurance is
not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms,
floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and
industrial crops.
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For more information on NAP, contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap.

USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and
Improve Property

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering farm ownership microloans, creating a new
financing avenue for farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans are especially helpful
to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, and those who
have small and mid-sized farming operations.

The microloan program has been hugely successful, providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans,
totaling over $373 million to producers across the country. Microloans have helped farmers and
ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living
expenses since 2013. Seventy percent of loans have gone to new farmers.

Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and
water conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application
process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers
strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers, and can be
issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA).

To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or contact your
local FSA office.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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