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USDA Farm Service Agency Offers Text 
Alerts to Rhode Producers 
Rhode Island USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) Acting County 
Executive Director Sheryl Michener announced that farmers can 
receive notifications from their county office through text messages 
on their cell phone. 

Whether producers are in the field, on a tractor or even on 
horseback, this service enables FSA customers and stakeholders 
to receive notifications while on the go. Producers will receive text 
messages regarding important program deadlines, reporting 
requirements, outreach events and updates.  

Producers can text RIKent to FSANOW (372-669) to subscribe to 
text message alerts from Rhode Island. Standard text messaging 
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Meeting August 8th 

Rhode Island FSA County 
Office: 401-828-3120 Option 
2. 

Acting County Executive 
Director: Sheryl Michener 

County Committee: Doreen 
Pezza, Victor Hoogendoorn, 
Vincent Confreda, Joseph 
Silveira, Kim Coulter 

Meeting August 2nd 

Farm Loan Team: 401-828-
3120 Option 3. 

Farm Loan Manager: 
Roxanne S. Boisse 

  

  

rates apply. Contact your wireless carrier for details associated with 
your particular data plan. Participants may unsubscribe at any time. 

Please contact the Rhode Island County Office 401-828-3120 
Option 2 if you have questions regarding FSA’s email news service 
or the new text message option.  

 
Elections for the 2017 County Committee 
Elections USDA’s Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) to represent 
Washington County are underway.   

It is important that every eligible producer participate in these 
elections because FSA county committees are a link between the 
agricultural community and the USDA. The 2017 election 
in Washington County will be conducted for the representative 
Local Administrative Area (LAA): 3 which includes the following 
towns; 

• Charlestown 
• Exeter 
• Hopkington 
• Narragansett 
• New Shoreham 
• North Kingstown 
• Richmond 
• South Kingstown 
• Westerly 

County committee members are a critical component of FSA 
operations.  Committees should be comprised of members who 
reflect the diversity of producers involved in production agriculture 
in Washington County.  This means that producers representing 
underserved groups or communities should be on the committee to 
speak on behalf of their constituency.   

Underserved producers are beginning, women and other minority 
farmers and ranchers and land owners and/or operators who have 
limited resources. Other minority groups including Native American 
and Alaska Natives; persons under the poverty level, and persons 
that have disabilities are also considered underserved. 

County committee election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters 
on Nov. 6, 2017.  The last day to return completed ballots to the 
Rhode Island County USDA service center is Dec. 4, 2017. 

For more information on eligibility to serve on FSA county 
committees, visit: www.fsa.usda.gov/elections.  

 

 
Payment Limitations by Program 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections


The 2014 Farm Bill established a maximum dollar amount for each program that can be received 
annually, directly or indirectly, by each person or legal entity. Payment limitations vary by program 
for 2014 through 2018.  

Below is an overview of payment limitations by program.  

Commodity and Price Support Programs 
The annual limitation for the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) 
programs, Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) and Market Loan Gains is $125,000 total.  

Conservation Programs 
The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) annual rental payment and incentive payment is limited 
to $50,000. CRP contracts approved before Oct. 1, 2008, may exceed the limitation, subject to 
payment limitation rules in effect on the date of contract approval.  

The Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) has an annual limit of $200,000 per disaster event. 
The Emergency Forest Restoration Program (EFRP) has an annual limit of $500,000 per disaster 
event.  

Disaster Assistance Programs 
The annual limitation of $125,000 applies to the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees 
and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP), Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) and Livestock 
Indemnity Program (LIP). The total payments received under ELAP, LFP and LIP may not exceed 
$125,000. A separate limitation of $125,000 applies to Tree Assistance Program (TAP) payments. 
There is also a separate $125,000 payment limit for the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP). 

Payment limitations also apply to Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) programs. 
Contact your local NRCS office more information.  

For more information on FSA payment limitations by program, visit 
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-
Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/2015/payment_eligibility_payment_limitations.pdf 

 
USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for Underserved 
Groups and Beginning Farmers 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers that FSA offers targeted farm ownership 
and farm operating loans to assist underserved applicants as well as beginning farmers and 
ranchers.  

USDA defines underserved applicants as a group whose members have been subjected to racial, 
ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the group without regard to their 
individual qualities. For farm loan program purposes, targeted underserved groups are women, 
African Americans, American Indians and Alaskan Natives, Hispanics and Asians and Pacific 
Islanders.  

Underserved or beginning farmers and ranchers who cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank 
can apply for either FSA direct loans or guaranteed loans. Direct loans are made to applicants by 
FSA. Guaranteed loans are made by lending institutions who arrange for FSA to guarantee the 
loan. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan. The FSA 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/2015/payment_eligibility_payment_limitations.pdf
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guarantee allows lenders to make agricultural credit available to producers who do not meet the 
lender's normal underwriting criteria.  

The direct and guaranteed loan program provides for two types of loans:  farm ownership loans and 
farm operating loans. In addition to customary farm operating and ownership loans, FSA now offers 
Microloans through the direct loan program. The focus of Microloans is on the financing needs of 
small, beginning farmer, niche and non-traditional farm operations. Microloans are available for both 
ownership and operating finance needs. To learn more about microloans, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans.  

To qualify as a beginning producer, the individual or entity must meet the eligibility requirements 
outlined for direct or guaranteed loans. Additionally, individuals and all entity members must have 
operated a farm for less than 10 years. Applicants must materially or substantially participate in the 
operation.  

For more information on FSA’s farm loan programs and targeted underserved and beginning farmer 
guidelines, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans. 

 
Farm Loan Graduation Reminder  
FSA Direct Loans are considered a temporary source of credit that is available to producers who do 
not meet normal underwriting criteria for commercial banks.   

FSA periodically conducts Direct Loan graduation reviews to determine a borrower’s ability to 
graduate to commercial credit. If the borrower’s financial condition has improved to a point where 
they can refinance their debt with commercial credit, they will be asked to obtain other financing and 
partially or fully pay off their FSA debt.   

By the end of a producer’s operating cycle, the Agency will send a letter requesting a current 
balance sheet, actual financial performance and a projected farm budget. The borrower has 30 days 
to return the required financial documents. This information will be used to evaluate the borrower’s 
potential for refinancing to commercial credit.   

If a borrower meets local underwriting criteria, FSA will send the borrower’s name, loan type, 
balance sheet and projected cash flow to commercial lenders. The borrower will be notified when 
loan information is sent to local lenders.     

If any lenders are interested in refinancing the borrower’s loan, FSA will send the borrower a letter 
with a list of lenders that are interested in refinancing the loan. The borrower must contact the 
lenders and complete an application for commercial credit within 30 calendar days.  

If a commercial lender rejects the borrower, the borrower must obtain written evidence that specifies 
the reasons for rejection and submit to their local FSA farm loan office.   

If a borrower fails to provide the requested financial information or to graduate, FSA will notify the 
borrower of noncompliance, FSA’s intent to accelerate the loan, and appeal rights 

 
USDA Packages Disaster Protection with Loans to Benefit 
Specialty Crop and Diversified Producers  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans


Producers who apply for FSA farm loans will be offered the opportunity to enroll in new disaster loss 
protections created by the 2014 Farm Bill.  The new coverage, available from the Noninsured Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), is available to FSA loan applicants who grow non-insurable 
crops, so this is especially important to fruit and vegetable producers and other specialty crop 
growers. 

New, underserved and limited income specialty growers who apply for farm loans could qualify for 
basic loss coverage at no cost, or higher coverage for a discounted premium. 

The basic disaster coverage protects at 55 percent of the market price for crop losses that exceed 
50 percent of production.  Covered crops include “specialty” crops, for instance, vegetables, fruits, 
mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, hay, 
forage, grazing and energy crops.  FSA allows beginning, underserved or limited income producers 
to obtain NAP coverage up to 90 days after the normal application closing date when they also 
apply for FSA credit. 

In addition to free basic coverage, beginning, underserved or limited income producers are eligible 
for a 50 percent discount on premiums for the higher levels of coverage that protect up to 65 
percent of expected production at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers also may 
work with FSA to protect value-added production, such as organic or direct market crops, at their 
fair market value in those markets.  Targeted underserved groups eligible for free or discounted 
coverage are American Indians or Alaskan Natives, Asians, Blacks or African Americans, Native 
Hawaiians or other Pacific Islanders, Hispanics, and women. 

FSA offers a variety of loan products, including farm ownership loans, operating loans and 
microloans that have a streamlined application process.  

Growers need not apply for an FSA loan, nor be a beginning, limited resource, or underserved 
farmer, to be eligible for Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program assistance. To learn more, 
visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans, or contact your local FSA office at 
https://offices.usda.gov. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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