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USDA Enrollment Period for Safety Net 
Coverage in 2018 
Farmers and ranchers with generic base acres in the Agriculture 
Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) safety net 
program still have time to enroll for the 2018 crop year. Producers 
with generic base acres have until Dec. 7, 2018, to allocate generic 
base acres, update yields, make a program election for seed cotton 
base acres and enroll farms that formerly contained generic base 
acres. 

Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-
year, producers must enroll by signing a contract each 
program year.  

The producers on a farm that are not enrolled for the 2018 
enrollment period will not be eligible for financial assistance from 
the ARC or PLC programs for the 2018 crop should crop prices or 
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farm revenues fall below the historical price or revenue benchmarks 
established by the program. Producers who made their elections in 
previous years must still enroll during the 2018 enrollment period. 

The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill 
and offer a safety net to agricultural producers when there is a 
substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered commodities. 
Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small 
chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard 
seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium 
grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower 
seed, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed, wheat and upland 
cotton. For more details regarding these programs, go to 
www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc. 

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local 
FSA office. To find a local FSA office, visit 
https://www.farmers.gov/.  

 
USDA Announces Changes to Fruit, 
Vegetable and Wild Rice Planting Rules 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) has announced fruit, vegetable and 
wild rice provisions that affect producers who intend to participate in 
certain programs authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014.  

Producers who intend to participate in the Agriculture Risk 
Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs are 
subject to an acre-for-acre payment reduction when fruits and nuts, 
vegetables or wild rice are planted on the payment acres of a 
farm. Payment reductions do not apply to mung beans, dry peas, 
lentils or chickpeas. Planting fruits, vegetables or wild rice on acres 
that are not considered payment acres will not result in a payment 
reduction.  Farms that are eligible to participate in ARC/PLC but are 
not enrolled for a particular year may plant unlimited fruits, 
vegetables and wild rice for that year but will not receive ARC/PLC 
payments for that year. Eligibility for succeeding years is not 
affected. 

Planting and harvesting fruits, vegetables and wild rice on 
ARC/PLC acreage is subject to the acre-for-acre payment reduction 
when those crops are planted on either more than 15 percent of the 
base acres of a farm enrolled in ARC using the county coverage or 
PLC, or more than 35 percent of the base acres of a farm enrolled 
in ARC using the individual coverage. 

Fruits, vegetables and wild rice that are planted in a double-
cropping practice will not cause a payment reduction if the farm is 
in a double-cropping region as designated by the USDA’s 
Commodity Credit Corporation. 
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Tree Assistance Program (TAP) Sign-up  
Orchardists and nursery tree growers who experience losses from natural disasters during calendar 
year 2018 must submit a TAP application either 90 calendar days after the disaster event or the 
date when the loss is apparent. TAP was authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014 as a permanent 
disaster program. TAP provides financial assistance to qualifying orchardists and nursery tree 
growers to replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines damaged by natural disasters. 

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial 
purposes. Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for 
commercial sale. Trees used for pulp or timber are ineligible. 

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15 
percent mortality from an eligible natural disaster, plus an adjustment for normal mortality. The 
eligible trees, bushes or vines must have been owned when the natural disaster occurred; however, 
eligible growers are not required to own the land on which the eligible trees, bushes and vines were 
planted. 

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 12 
months from the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to 
trees, bushes or vines, for which a producer can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 500 acres 
annually. 

 
Submit Loan Requests for Financing Early  
  

The Farm Loan team in Rhode Island is already working on operating loans for spring 2019 so it is 
important that potential borrowers submit their requests early so they can be timely processed. The 
farm loan team can help determine which loan programs are best for applicants.  

FSA offers a wide range of low-interest loans that can meet the financial needs of any farm 
operation for just about any purpose.  The traditional farm operating and farm ownership loans 
can help large and small farm operations take advantage of early purchasing discounts for spring 
inputs as well expenses throughout the year.  

Microloans are a simplified loan program that will provide up to $50,000 to eligible 
applicants. These loans, targeted for smaller operations and non-traditional operations, can be used 
for operating expenses, starting a new agricultural enterprise, purchasing equipment, and other 
needs associated with a farming operation. The staff in Rhode Island can provide more details on 
farm operating and microloans and provide loan applications. Loans to beginning farmers and 
members of underserved groups are a priority. 

Other types of loans available include: 

Marketing Assistance Loans allow producers to use eligible commodities as loan collateral and 
obtain a 9-month loan while the crop is in storage. These loans provide cash flow to the producer 
and allow them to market the crop when prices may be more advantageous.   



Farm Storage Facility Loans can be used to build permanent structures used to store eligible 
commodities, or for storage and handling trucks, or portable or permanent handling equipment. A 
variety of structures are eligible under this loan, including bunker silos, grain bins, hay storage 
structures and refrigerated structures for vegetables and fruit. A producer may borrow up to 
$500,000 per loan.   

Please call the Rhode Island Farm Loan Office if you have questions about any of the loans 
available through FSA. 

 
USDA and SCORE Joining Forces to Find Mentors 
If you are a farmer or rancher, or have agricultural or business experience, join us in supporting the 
next generation and in investing in your local community!  Your experiences and knowledge as a 
business owner, agricultural professional, or farmer can provide vital support to the community you 
live in. 

USDA is collaborating with SCORE – www.score.org - the nation's largest network of volunteer, 
expert business mentors in an effort to expand the field of available agricultural mentors and provide 
free business mentoring to farmers, ranchers, and other agricultural and rural business 
owners.   SCORE is currently looking for volunteers with experience in an agriculture-related field 
who would like to become a part of an extended field of volunteers.  The organization’s Orientation 
and Mentoring Certification program provides volunteers with everything needed to be a successful 
volunteer. Training includes background about SCORE’s mission and services, as well as guidance 
on how to be a business mentor, including enhancement of listening, interviewing and problem-
solving skills. 

Current SCORE volunteer mentors have backgrounds in finance, accounting, marketing, 
operations, business and financial planning. The mentors provide local expertise and free one-on-
one business mentoring to new and existing farmers and business owners.  Together they work 
through the process of starting up or maintaining agricultural and rural businesses.  No matter what 
stage a business is in, SCORE volunteer mentors can help in developing business plans, navigating 
financing and legal issues, identifying new markets, and other topics, in order to help their clients 
succeed.   FSA invites you to learn more and sign up to become a mentor today at 
https://newfarmers.usda.gov/mentorship. 

 
Sign in/Sign up! 
Farmers, ranchers and agricultural producers have new online options to access U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) programs. Through USDA’s new streamlined process, producers doing 
business as an individual can now register, track and manage their applications for the Market 
Facilitation Program (MFP) on the secure and convenient  www.farmers.gov. Producers doing 
business as an individual first need to sign up for the Level 2 eAuthentication access. Currently 
USDA eAuthentication does not have the mechanism to issue accounts to businesses, 
corporations, other entities or for anyone acting on behalf of another individual or entity. 

o Step 1: Create and online account at www.eauth.usda.gov  
o Step 2: Complete identity verification by either using the online self-service identity 

verification method or by completing the identity verification in-person at your USDA 
Service Center. 

o Step 3: You’re enrolled 
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o Step 4:  Contact your local USDA Service Center to have your new Level 2 account 
linked with your USDA customer record 

o Step 5:  You’re ready to Log In 

Or go to your local USDA Service Center and our supportive staff will help you sign up for Level 2 
Access right in the office! They will get you online so you can create an online account at 
https://www.farmers.gov/sign-in. You’ll complete identity verification right on the spot. You’re 
enrolled! Users with a secure Level 2 eAuthentication ID linked to their USDA customer record can 
apply for select USDA programs, view and print farm maps and farm records data. Enrolling is easy! 
Visit farmers.gov/sign-in to learn more. 

To locate a service center near you or use online services not requiring eAuthentication access, visit 
www.farmers.gov. For technical assistance, call the eAuthentication help desk at 1-800-457-3642. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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