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Message from the State Executive
Director

Rhode Island County office staff have recently tallied up the ballots
for this year’'s County Committee elections. Three counties (Bristol,
Kent and Newport) were up for County Committee elections this
year and we thank all of you who voted as elected committee
members are a critical component to FSA's operations. We will
announce the winners in next month’s newsletter.

Those of you who have honey bee colonies and/or harvest
maple sap have until January 2nd to file your yearly acreage (hive
counts or sap inventory) report to remain eligible for our
programs.

Save the Date! March 10, 2020 Rhode Island will be holding their
6th Women in Agriculture Conference at the Crowne Plaza Hotel
in Warwick, RI. Tickets can be purchased through Eventbrite.

Beginning on Monday December 9th producers and landowners
can sign up for the Conservation Reserve Program. In exchange
for a yearly rental payment, those enrolled in the program agree to
remove environmentally sensitive land from agricultural production
and plant species that will improve environmental health and
quality. Contracts for land enrolled in CRP are 10-15 years in
length. The long-term goal of the program is to re-establish
valuable land cover to help improve water quality, prevent soil
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erosion, and reduce loss of wildlife habitat. | encourage you to
contact the County office for more information.

The Agriculture Improvement Act of 2018, also known as the
Farm Bill, recognizes hemp as an agricultural crop. One
requirement we are aware of is the need for coordination between
the State of Rhode Island program and the USDA program. A State
must submit and USDA must approve a State Hemp Plan for the
producer to be able to have access to all USDA program benefits.
Complicating the situation is Rl maintains their Hemp program
within the Department of Business Regulation rather than an
Agriculture Department. Forty-six other States put the agricultural
crop within the Agriculture department. DEM Ag Division, DBR
staff and USDA/FSA are talking and trying to advance this crop
program. We anticipate hosting a workshop early next year.

All of us here at Rl Farm Service Agency hope the rest of your
holidays are filled with family, fun and memories. We are sending
our best wishes for a healthy and prosperous new year. We look
forward to working with you all in the upcoming new year.

USDA Announces Opening Signup for
Conservation Reserve Program on
December 9, 2019

USDA is opening signup for the Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP) on December 9, 2019. The deadline for agricultural
producers to sign up for general CRP is February 28, 2020, while
signup for continuous CRP is ongoing.

Farmers and ranchers who enroll in CRP receive a yearly rental
payment for voluntarily establishing long-term, resource-conserving
plant species, such as approved grasses or trees (known as
“covers”) to control soil erosion, improve water quality and develop
wildlife habitat on marginally productive agricultural lands.

CRP has 22 million acres enrolled, but the 2018 Farm Bill lifted the
cap to 27 million acres. This means farmers and ranchers have a
chance to enroll in CRP for the first time or continue their
participation for another term.

By enrolling in CRP, producers are improving water quality,
reducing soil erosion, and restoring habitat for wildlife. This in turn
spurs hunting, fishing, recreation, tourism, and other economic
development across rural America.

CRP Enroliment Options



General Signup

CRP general signup will be held annually. The competitive general
signup will now include increased opportunities for enroliment of
wildlife habitat through the State Acres For Wildlife Enhancement
(SAFE) initiative.

Continuous Signup

While some practices under SAFE will remain available through
continuous signup, CRP continuous signup will focus primarily on
water quality with the Clean Lakes, Estuaries, and Rivers (CLEAR)
Initiative. The 2018 Farm Bill prioritizes water quality practices such
as contour grass strips, filter strips, riparian buffers, wetlands and a
new prairie strip.

USDA will also be working with Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Program (CREP) partners to relaunch CREP
continuous options in each state under new statutory provisions.
CREP will continue to target high-priority local, state or regional
conservation concerns.

Grasslands Signups

CRP Grasslands signup helps landowners and operators protect
grassland, including rangeland, and pastureland and certain other
lands while maintaining the areas as grazing lands. A separate
CRP Grasslands signup will be offered each year following general
signup.

Pilot Programs

Later in 2020, (FSA will roll out pilot programs within CRP: CLEAR
30, which allows contracts expiring with CLEAR practices to be
reenrolled in 30-year contracts and in the Soil Health and Income
Protection Program (SHIPP) in the prairie pothole region. More
information on these programs will be announced in the new year.

Land Transition

The CRP Transition Incentives Program (TIP) is an option for
producers interested in transitioning land to a beginning farmer or
rancher or a member of a socially disadvantaged group to return
land to production for sustainable grazing or crop production. CRP
contract holders no longer need to be a retired or retiring owner or
operator to transition their land. TIP participants may have a lease
less than five years with an option to purchase, and they have two
years before the end of the CRP contract to make conservation and
land improvements.

Previously Expired Land



Land enrolled in CRP under a 15-year contract that expired in
September 2017, 2018 or 2019, may be eligible for enrollment if
there was no opportunity for re-enroliment and the practice under
the expired contract has been maintained.

CRP Rates and Payments

FSA recently posted updated soil rental rates for CRP. County
average rates are posted on the CRP Statistics webpage. Soil
rental rates are statutorily prorated at 90 percent for continuous
signup and 85 percent for general signup. The rental rates will be
assessed annually. Under continuous signup, producers also
receive incentives, including a signup incentive payment and a
practice incentive payment.

To enroll in CRP, contact your local FSA county office or visit
fsa.usda.gov/crp. To locate your local FSA office, visit
farmers.gov/service-locator.

Farm Storage Facility Loans

FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to producers to
build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or used) structures, equipment and
storage and handling trucks.

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commaodities.
Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley,
minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey,
renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple
sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture
(excluding systems that maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified
facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement and loans between
$50,000 and $100,000 may require additional security. Loans exceeding $100,000 require
additional security.

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans
are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized
businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm
products, and underserved producers.

To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport or
contact your local FSA county office. To find your local FSA county office, visit
http://offices.usda.gov.
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USDA Announces Buy-Up Coverage Availability and New
Service Fees for Noninsured Crop Coverage Policies

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that higher levels of coverage will be offered
through the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), a popular safety net program,
beginning April 8, 2019. The 2018 Farm Bill also increased service fees and made other changes to
the program, including service fee waivers for qualified military veterans interested in obtaining NAP
coverage.

NAP provides financial assistance to producers of commercial crops for which insurance coverage
is not available in order to protect against natural disasters that result in lower yields or crop losses,
or prevent crop planting.

NAP Buy-Up Coverage Option

The 2018 Farm Bill reinstates higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected
production in 5 percent increments, at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers of
organics and crops marketed directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up” option to obtain
NAP coverage of 100 percent of the average market price at the coverage levels of between 50 and
65 percent of expected production. NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average
market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent of expected production.

Buy-up coverage is not available for crops intended for grazing.
NAP Service Fees

For all coverage levels, the new NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per
producer per county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple
counties. These amounts reflect a $75 service fee increase for crop, county or multi-county
coverage. The fee increases apply to obtaining NAP coverage on crops on or after April 8, 2019.

NAP Enhancements for Qualified Military Veterans

The 2018 Farm Bill NAP amendments specify that qualified veteran farmers or ranchers are now
eligible for a service fee waiver and premium reduction, if the NAP applicant meets certain eligibility
criteria.

Beginning, limited resource and targeted underserved farmers or ranchers remain eligible for a
waiver of NAP service fees and premium reduction when they file form CCC-860, “Socially
Disadvantaged, Limited Resource and Beginning Farmer or Rancher Certification.”

For NAP application, eligibility and related program information, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or
contact your local USDA Service Center. To locate your local FSA office, visit www.farmers.gov.

New Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans
that Fit Their Operation
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A new online tool can help farmers and ranchers find information on U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) farm loans that may best fit their operations. USDA has launched the new Farm Loan
Discovery Tool as the newest feature on farmers.gov, the Department’s self-service website for
farmers.

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance their
operations. From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can help.
Compared to this time last year, FSA has seen an 18 percent increase in the amount it has
obligated for direct farm ownership loans, and through the 2018 Farm Bill, has increased the limits
for several loan products.

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm loan
staff to better understand their needs and challenges.

How the Tool Works

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few
simple questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to borrow.
After submitting their answers, farmers will be provided information on farm loans that best fit their
specific needs. The loan application and additional resources also will be provided.

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an
application to receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals,
entities, and youth, as well as information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility
requirements and a list of required forms and documentation for each type of loan. These guides
can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service center visit with a loan officer.

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking the
“Start” button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan information that
is applicable to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like
Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not
work in Internet Explorer.

About Farmers.gov

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with an
authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process transactions, and
manage accounts.

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect farmers to
information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My Financial
Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history, payments, and
alerts by logging into the website.

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan
features, the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit
farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs that can
help their operation recover from natural disasters.

With feedback from customers and field employees who serve those customers, farmers.gov
delivers farmer-focused features through an agile, iterative process to deliver the greatest
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immediate value to America’s agricultural producers — helping farmers and ranchers do right, and
feed everyone.

For more information or to locate your USDA Service Center, visit farmers.gov.

USDA Announces Streamlined Guaranteed Loans and
Additional Lender Category for Small-Scale Operators

Producers can apply for a streamlined version of USDA guaranteed loans, which are tailored for
smaller scale farms and urban producers. The program, called EZ Guarantee Loans, uses a
simplified application process to help beginning, small, underserved and family farmers and
ranchers apply for loans of up to $100,000 from USDA-approved lenders to purchase farmland or
finance agricultural operations.

A new category of lenders will join traditional lenders, such as banks and credit unions, in offering
USDA EZ Guarantee Loans. Microlenders, which include Community Development Financial
Institutions and Rural Rehabilitation Corporations, will be able to offer their customers up to $50,000
of EZ Guaranteed Loans, helping to reach urban areas and underserved producers. Banks, credit
unions and other traditional USDA-approved lenders, can offer customers up to $100,000 to help
with agricultural operation costs.

EZ Guarantee Loans offer low interest rates and terms up to seven years for financing operating
expenses and 40 years for financing the purchase of farm real estate. USDA-approved lenders can
issue these loans with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) guaranteeing the loan up to 95 percent.

More information about the available types of FSA farm loans can be found at
www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans or by contacting your local FSA office.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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