
 

Rhode Island USDA Service Center Newsletter  -  August 2021  
Farm Service Agency  |  Natural Resources Conservation Service  |  Risk Management Agency 

USDA microloans help farmers purchase farmland 
and improve property 
Farmers can use USDA farm ownership microloans to buy and 
improve property. These microloans are especially helpful to 
beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a 
career in farming, and those who have small and mid-sized 
farming operations. 

Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with operating 
costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living expenses since 2013. 

Microloans can also help with farmland and building purchases and soil and water 
conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application 
process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers 
strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers and can 
be issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

To learn more about the FSA microloan program, contact your Rhode Island USDA Service 
Center Farm Loan Team at 401-828-3120 Option 3 or visit fsa.usda.gov/microloans. 

 

USDA offers disaster assistance for producers 
facing inclement weather 

Severe weather events create significant challenges and often 
result in catastrophic loss for agricultural producers. Despite 
every attempt to mitigate risk, your operation may suffer losses. 
USDA offers several programs to help with recovery. 

Risk Management 

For producers who have risk protection through Federal Crop 
Insurance or the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP), we want to remind you to report crop damage 
to your crop insurance agent or the local Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) office. 

If you have crop insurance, contact your agency within 72 hours 
of discovering damage and be sure to follow up in writing within 
15 days. If you have NAP coverage, file a Notice of Loss (also 
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called Form CCC-576) within 15 days of loss becoming apparent, except for hand-harvested 
crops, which should be reported within 72 hours. 

Disaster Assistance 

USDA also offers disaster assistance programs, which is especially important to livestock, fruit 
and vegetable, specialty and perennial crop producers who have fewer risk management 
options. 

First, the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 
Honeybee and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP) reimburses producers for a portion of the 
value of livestock, poultry and other animals that died as a result of a qualifying natural 
disaster event or for loss of grazing acres, feed and forage. And, the Livestock Forage 
Disaster Program (LFP) provides assistance to producers of grazed forage crop acres that 
have suffered crop loss due to a qualifying drought.  Livestock producers suffering the impacts 
of drought can also request Emergency Haying and Grazing on Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) acres. 

Next, the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides cost share assistance to rehabilitate and 
replant tree, vines or shrubs loss experienced by orchards and nurseries. This complements 
NAP or crop insurance coverage, which cover the crop but not the plants or trees in all cases. 

For LIP and ELAP, you will need to file a Notice of Loss for livestock and grazing or feed 
losses within 30 days and honeybee losses within 15 days. For TAP, you will need to file a 
program application within 90 days. 

Documentation 

It’s critical to keep accurate records to document all losses following this devastating cold 
weather event. Livestock producers are advised to document beginning livestock numbers by 
taking time and date-stamped video or pictures prior to after the loss. 

Other common documentation options include: 

• Purchase records 
• Production records 
• Vaccination records 
• Bank or other loan documents 
• Third-party certification 

Other Programs 

The Emergency Conservation Program and Emergency Forest Restoration Program can 
assist landowners and forest stewards with financial and technical assistance to restore 
damaged farmland or forests. 

Additionally, FSA offers a variety of loans available including emergency loans that are 
triggered by disaster declarations and operating loans that can assist producers with credit 
needs.  You can use these loans to replace essential property, purchase inputs like livestock, 
equipment, feed and seed, or refinance farm-related debts, and other needs. 

Meanwhile, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides financial 
resources through its Environmental Quality Incentives Program to help with immediate needs 
and long-term support to help recover from natural disasters and conserve water resources. 
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Assistance may also be available for emergency animal mortality disposal from natural 
disasters and other causes. 

Additional Resources 

Additional details – including payment calculations – can be found on our NAP, ELAP, LIP, 
and TAP fact sheets. On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-
Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can help you determine program or loan 
options. 

While we never want to have to implement disaster programs, we are here to help. To file a 
Notice of Loss or to ask questions about available programs, contact your local USDA Service 
Center. All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including those that restrict in-
person visits or require appointments because of the pandemic. 

 

USDA to provide pandemic assistance to livestock 
producers for animal losses 

Livestock and poultry producers who suffered losses during the 
pandemic due to insufficient access to processing can apply for 
assistance for those losses and the cost of depopulation and 
disposal of the animals. The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) Secretary Vilsack announced the Pandemic Livestock 
Indemnity Program (PLIP) in [recorded] remarks at the National 
Pork Industry Conference in Wisconsin Dells, WI.  The 
announcement is part of USDA’s Pandemic Assistance for 
Producers initiative. Livestock and poultry producers can apply 

for assistance through USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) July 20 through Sept. 17, 2021. 

The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, authorized payments to producers for losses of 
livestock or poultry depopulated from March 1, 2020 through December 26, 2020, due to 
insufficient processing access as a result of the pandemic. PLIP payments will be based on 
80% of the fair market value of the livestock and poultry and for the cost of depopulation and 
disposal of the animal. Eligible livestock and poultry include swine, chickens and turkeys. 

PLIP Program Details 

Eligible livestock must have been depopulated from March 1, 2020, through December 26, 
2020, due to insufficient processing access as a result of the pandemic. Livestock must have 
been physically located in the U.S. or a territory of the U.S. at the time of depopulation. 

Eligible livestock owners include persons or legal entities who, as of the day the eligible 
livestock was depopulated, had legal ownership of the livestock. Packers, live poultry dealers 
and contract growers are not eligible for PLIP. 

PLIP payments compensate participants for 80% of both the loss of the eligible livestock or 
poultry and for the cost of depopulation and disposal based on a single payment rate per 
head.  PLIP payments will be calculated by multiplying the number of head of eligible livestock 
or poultry by the payment rate per head, and then subtracting the amount of any payments the 
eligible livestock or poultry owner has received for disposal of the livestock or poultry under 
the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Environmental Quality Incentives 
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Program (EQIP) or a state program. The payments will also be reduced by any Coronavirus 
Food Assistance Program (CFAP 1 and 2) payments paid on the same inventory of swine that 
were depopulated. 

There is no per person or legal entity payment limitation on PLIP payments. To be eligible for 
payments, a person or legal entity must have an average adjusted gross income (AGI) of less 
than $900,000 for tax years 2016, 2017 and 2018. 

Applying for Assistance 

Eligible livestock and poultry producers can apply for PLIP starting July 20, 2021, by 
completing the FSA-620, Pandemic Livestock Indemnity Program application, and submitting 
it to any FSA county office. Additional documentation may be required. 
Visit farmers.gov/plip for a copy of the Notice of Funding Availability and more information on 
how to apply. 

Applications can be submitted to the FSA office at any USDA Service Center nationwide by 
mail, fax, hand delivery or via electronic means. To find your local FSA office, 
visit farmers.gov/service-locator. Livestock and poultry producers can also call 877-508-8364 
to speak directly with a USDA employee ready to offer assistance. 

 

USDA announces Pandemic Assistance for Timber 
Harvesters and Haulers program 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is providing up to $200 
million to provide relief to timber harvesting and timber hauling 
businesses that have experienced losses due to COVID-19 as part 
of USDA’s Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative. Loggers 
and truckers can apply for assistance through USDA’s Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) July 22 through Oct. 15, 2021. The Pandemic 
Assistance for Timber Harvesters and Haulers program (PATHH) is 
administered by FSA in partnership with the U.S. Forest Service. 

The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, authorized this critical 
assistance for the timber industry. Timber harvesting and hauling businesses that have 
experienced a gross revenue loss of at least 10% during the period of Jan. 1 and Dec. 1, 
2020, compared to the period of Jan. 1 and Dec. 1, 2019, are encouraged to apply. 

Program Details 

To be eligible for payments, individuals or legal entities must be a timber harvesting or timber 
hauling business where 50% or more of its gross revenue is derived from one or more of the 
following: 

• Cutting timber. 
• Transporting timber. 
• Processing of wood on-site on the forest land (chipping, grinding, converting to 

biochar, cutting to smaller lengths, etc.). 
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Payments will be based on the applicant’s gross revenue received from Jan. 1, 2019, through 
Dec. 1, 2019, minus gross revenue received from Jan. 1, 2020, through Dec. 1, 2020, 
multiplied by 80%. FSA will issue an initial payment equal to the lesser of the calculated 
payment amount or $2,000 as applications are approved. A second payment will be made 
after the signup period has ended based upon remaining PATHH funds. 

The maximum amount that a person or legal entity may receive directly is $125,000. 

Applying for Assistance 

Loggers and truckers can apply for PATHH beginning on July 22 by completing form FSA-
1118, Pandemic Assistance for Timber Harvesters and Haulers Program application, and 
certifying to their gross revenue for 2019 and 2020 on the application. Additional 
documentation may be required. Visit farmers.gov/pathh for more information on how to apply. 

Applications can be submitted to the FSA office at any USDA Service Center nationwide by 
mail, fax, hand delivery, or via electronic means. To find a local FSA office, loggers and 
truckers can visit farmers.gov/service-locator. They can also call 877-508-8364 to speak 
directly with a USDA employee ready to offer assistance. 

 

Conservation planning helps improve farm 
productivity 
 
Whether you rent or own your land, a 
conservation plan is critical to maintain 
and improve farm productivity. Plans of 
any kind are important as they set goals 
and outline how to reach them. 
Conservation plans are roadmaps for 
improving your operation while 
conserving natural resources. They 
provide proven strategies that 
landowners can use to solve identified 
natural resource concerns and take 
advantage of conservation 
opportunities. 

USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service can help you develop a conservation plan. 
This technical assistance from NRCS is free, and it can help you reduce soil loss from 
erosion, solve issues with soil, air and water quality, reduce potential damage from excess 
water and drought, enhance the quality of wildlife habitat, address waste management 
concerns, and improve the long-term sustainability of the country’s natural resources. 

How does conservation planning work? You’ll meet with a planner from NRCS for a science-
based evaluation of your problems and opportunities on your land. The NRCS staff member 
then analyzes the findings and recommends the best strategies to address your problems and 
achieve valuable opportunities. 

If you’re interested in conservation planning, contact the Rhode Island NRCS field office 
at 401-828-1300, then press 1 or visit the Rhode Island NRCS website. 
 

 

http://www.farmers.gov/pathh?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/ri/technical/cp/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/ri/technical/cp/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


 

  

Rhode Island USDA  
60 Quaker Lane 

Warwick, RI 02886 

RI NRCS Field Office: 401-828-1300 Option 1 

RI FSA State Office: 401-828-3120 Option 1 

RI FSA County Office: 401-828-3120 Option 2 

RI FSA Farm Loan Team: 401-828-3120 Option 3 

Risk Management Agency: 919-875-4880 

  

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., 
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 


