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Streamlining how you find information on
Farmers.gov

If you've been to farmers.gov before, things may look a little
different from the last time you were here. We’ve made some
changes, to improve how you find information so that you can
find what you need even more easily and efficiently.

The big, green navigation bar near the top of every page — it's

different now. It opens up, to show descriptions and subtopics, FARMERS'GOV
making it quicker and easier to figure out what's where and

reduce guessing. Why? Two reasons: First, farmers.gov has

grown a lot over the years and the old navigation wasn’t

designed for the load. Second, because you asked for it. We

analyzed your comments through the “Feedback” button on the

site and tested our new designs and information organization with real farmers and ranchers
through surveys and live testing sessions.

Along with the new website navigation, we restructured how our pages and topics are grouped
and organized to help you easily access the information you need. We also relabeled some of
our existing pages using more direct language. This means that pages or information you've
used before may have different labels or be in new places.

Important changes:

e The old Fund page is now called Loans. The Loans page has information and
resources about USDA loans, including the Farm Loan Programs.

e The Recover page is now Protection and Recovery. This page has information to help
you prepare and recover from natural disasters, and to mitigate risk for your
operation.

e The Conserve page is now Conservation. This page hasn’'t changed much and still
has information on how to implement conservation practices, improve and preserve
natural resources, and address conservation concerns.

e The Manage page is now Working With Us. This page connects you with resources
that tell you how USDA can help you start, expand, enhance, or improve your
agricultural operation.

e The Connect page has been replaced with Your Business, a guide to USDA resources
that cater to your specific operation. Information that was on the Connect page has
been moved to the Contact Us page and the Get Involved page.

We are always updating farmers.gov based on your feedback and to stay up-to-date with
important USDA announcements. We've recently created some new webpages, and updated
some existing ones, to better equip you with the vital information you need. There are even
more new pages coming soon, so stay tuned!
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For farmers.gov, we don’t guess what farmers and ranchers want from a website. We start by
asking, then test our designs with volunteers who are also farmers and ranchers.

There’s a feedback button on every page of farmers.gov. Based on your feedback, we looked
for ways to make our site easier to use and to build the information that you're looking

for. Live user testing sessions provide data, such as this heatmap, showing where testers
tended to click during an exercise.

You helped us create the new navigation design, the new information organization, and told
us how to speak using your words, and not legalese.

Check out farmers.gov today!

USDA offers disaster assistance for producers
facing inclement weather

Severe weather events create significant challenges and often
result in catastrophic loss for agricultural producers. Despite

= every attempt to mitigate risk, your operation may suffer

. losses. USDA offers several programs to help with recovery.

Risk Management

For producers who have risk protection through Federal Crop
Insurance or the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), we want to remind
you to report crop damage to your crop insurance agent or the local Farm Service Agency
(FSA) office.

If you have crop insurance, contact your agency within 72 hours of discovering damage and
be sure to follow up in writing within 15 days. If you have NAP coverage, file a Notice of Loss
(also called Form CCC-576) within 15 days of loss becoming apparent, except for hand-
harvested crops, which should be reported within 72 hours.

Disaster Assistance

USDA also offers disaster assistance programs, which is especially important to livestock, fruit
and vegetable, specialty and perennial crop producers who have fewer risk management

options.

First, the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Emergency Assistance for Livestock,
Honeybee and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP) reimburses producers for a portion of the
value of livestock, poultry and other animals that died as a result of a qualifying natural
disaster event or for loss of grazing acres, feed and forage. And, the Livestock Forage
Disaster Program (LFP) provides assistance to producers of grazed forage crop acres that
have suffered crop loss due to a qualifying drought. Livestock producers suffering the impacts
of drought can also request Emergency Haying and Grazing on Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP) acres.

Next, the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides cost share assistance to rehabilitate and
replant tree, vines or shrubs loss experienced by orchards and nurseries. This complements
NAP or crop insurance coverage, which cover the crop but not the plants or trees in all cases.
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For LIP and ELAP, you will need to file a Notice of Loss for livestock and grazing or feed
losses within 30 days and honeybee losses within 15 days. For TAP, you will need to file a
program application within 90 days.

Documentation

It's critical to keep accurate records to document all losses following this devastating cold
weather event. Livestock producers are advised to document beginning livestock numbers by
taking time and date-stamped video or pictures prior to after the loss.

Other common documentation options include:

e Purchase records
e Production records
e Vaccination records
e Bank or other loan documents
e Third-party certification
Other Programs

The Emergency Conservation Program and Emergency Forest Restoration Program can
assist landowners and forest stewards with financial and technical assistance to restore
damaged farmland or forests.

Additionally, FSA offers a variety of loans available including emergency loans that are
triggered by disaster declarations and operating loans that can assist producers with credit
needs. You can use these loans to replace essential property, purchase inputs like livestock,
equipment, feed and seed, or refinance farm-related debts, and other needs.

Disaster Recovery Assistance from NRCS

Meanwhile, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides technical and
financial assistance to farmers through its Environmental Quality Incentives Program that can
help with immediate needs and long-term support to help recover from natural disasters and
conserve water resources. Assistance may also be available for emergency animal mortality
disposal from natural disasters and other causes.

NRCS can also help communities affected by disasters through the Emergency Watershed
Protection (EWP) Program.

See this page for more information on disaster recovery assistance from NRCS, then contact
your local USDA Service Center.

Additional Resources

Additional details — including payment calculations — can be found on our NAP, ELAP, LIP,
and TAP fact sheets. On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-
Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can help you determine program or loan
options.

While we never want to have to implement disaster programs, we are here to help. To file a
Notice of Loss or to ask questions about available programs, contact your local USDA Service
Center. AlLUSDA Service Centers are open for business, including those that restrict in-
person visits or require appointments because of the pandemic.
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Lenders can now apply for new Heirs’ Property
Relending Program

Intermediary lenders can now apply for loans through the new
Heirs’ Property Relending Program (HPRP). The U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) is accepting applications

E— today through October 29, 2021, and cooperatives, credit

—-—/ unions and nonprofit organizations are encouraged to apply for
these competitive loans, which ultimately will help agricultural
producers and landowners resolve heirs’ land ownership and
succession issues.

Through HPRP, FSA loans up to $5 million at a 1% interest rate to eligible lenders. Then,
those eligible lenders will reloan funds to heirs to help resolve title issues by financing the
purchase or consolidation of property interests and financing costs associated with a
succession plan.

How to Apply

Intermediary lenders should apply by the October 29, 2021 deadline using the HPRP
application form (FSA-2637), which can be submitted to FSA by mail:

FSA Deputy Administrator for Farm Loan Programs
Loan Making Division

STOP 0522

1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.

Washington, DC 20250

Additionally, FSA will host a webinar on September 15 at 2 p.m. ET for interested lenders,
who can register or learn more on the FSA Outreach and Education webpage.

Eligible Lenders

Intermediary lenders must:

e Dbe certified as a community development financial institution, and

e have experience and capability in making and servicing agricultural and commercial
loans that are similar in nature.

If applications exceed the amount of available funds, FSA will prioritize applicants that both:

e have at least 10 years or more of experience with socially disadvantaged farmers; and

e are located in states that have adopted a statute consisting of enactment or adoption
of the Uniform Partition of Heirs Property Act (UPHPA). A list of these states is
available at gov/heirs/relending.

More Information
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Frequently asked questions (including those in Spanish, Thai and Chinese), the August 3,
2021 overview webinar, and other resources can be found on farmers.gov/heirs/relending.

After the loans are announced, USDA will distribute information for heirs on how to apply.
Information for heirs is also on farmers.gov/heirs/relending.

I

Rhode Island USDA
60 Quaker Lane

Warwick, Rl 02886

RI NRCS Field Office: 401-828-1300

RI FSA State Office: 401-828-3120 Option 1

RI FSA County Office: 401-828-3120 Option 2

RI FSA Farm Loan Team: 401-828-3120 Option 3

Risk Management Agency: 919-875-4880

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave.,
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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