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Deadlines
1927 Thurmond The Farm Service Agency encourages producers to examine available
Mall, USDA crop risk protection options, including federal crop insurance and
Suite 100 Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage, before the
Columbia, SC 29201 applicable crop sales deadline.
Phone:
803.806.3820 Producers are reminded that crops not covered by insurance may be

Fax: 855.563.9305 eligible for the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP). The

2014 Farm Bill expanded NAP to include higher levels of protection.

www.fsa.usda.gov/sc Beginning, underserved and limited resource farmers are now eligible for

free catastrophic level coverage, as well as discounted premiums for
additional levels of protection."

State Committee:

Robert Battle, Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as
Chairperson drought, hail and excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural
Warren Dixon disasters on crops for which no permanent federal crop insurance program
Mary Frances Koon s available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits,
Don Sharp vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf

Tom Trantham grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.
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Producers can
contact their local

USDA has partnered with Michigan State University and the University of
lllinois to create an online tool at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap that allows
producers to determine whether their crops are eligible for federal crop
insurance or NAP and to explore the best level of protection for their
operation. NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average
market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent of expected production,
with higher levels of coverage, up to 65 percent of their expected production
at 100 percent of the average market price, including coverage for organics
and crops marketed directly to consumers.

Deadlines for coverage vary by state and crop. To learn more about NAP
visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your local USDA Service Center. To
find your local USDA Service Centers go to http://offices.usda.gov.

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through
private insurance agents. Agent lists are available at all USDA Service
Centers or at USDA'’s online Agent Locator:
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use

FSA Office for more
information or to
schedule an
appointment.

Important Dates
and Deadlines:

Sept. 5: Offices
Closed for Labor
Day

Oct. 10: Offices
Closed for Columbus
Day

the USDA Cost Estimator,
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict
insurance premium costs.

USDA Unveils New Improvement to Streamline
Crop Reporting

Update Lets Farmers and Ranchers Report Common Acreage Information
Once

Farmers and ranchers filing crop acreage reports with the Farm Service
Agency (FSA) and participating insurance providers approved by the Risk
Management Agency (RMA) now can provide the common information from
their acreage reports at one office and the information will be electronically
shared with the other location.

This new process is part of the USDA Acreage Crop Reporting Streamlining Initiative (ACRSI). This
interagency collaboration also includes participating private crop insurance agents and insurance
companies, all working to streamline the information collected from farmers and ranchers who
participate in USDA programs.

Once filing at one location, data that’s important to both FSA and RMA will be securely and
electronically shared with the other location avoiding redundant and duplicative reporting, as well as
saving farmers and ranchers time.

Since 2009, USDA has been working to streamline the crop reporting process for agricultural
producers, who have expressed concerns with providing the same basic common information for
multiple locations. In 2013, USDA consolidated the deadlines to 15 dates for submitting these
reports, down from the previous 54 dates at RMA and 17 dates for FSA. USDA representatives
believe farmers and ranchers will experience a notable improvement in the coming weeks as they
approach the peak season for crop reporting later this summer.

More than 93 percent of all annual reported acres to FSA and RMA now are eligible for the common
data reporting, and USDA is exploring adding more crops. Producers must still visit both locations to
validate and sign acreage reports, complete maps or provide program-specific information. The

common data from the first-filed acreage report will now be available to pre-populate and accelerate
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completion of the second report. Plans are underway at USDA to continue building upon the
framework with additional efficiencies at a future date.

Farmers and ranchers are also reminded that they can now access their FSA farm information from
the convenience of their home computer. Producers can see field boundaries, images of the farm,
conservation status, operator and owner information and much more.

The new customer self-service portal, known as FSAFarm+, gives farmers and ranchers online
access to securely view, print or export their personal farm data. To enroll in the online service,
producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office for details. To find a local FSA office in
your area, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

USDA Climate Hub Building Block: Conservation of Sensitive
Lands

USDA Climate Hubs are working with producers, ranchers, pasture and forest landowners to
effectively partner in ways to help reduce climate change. To aid in this partnership, USDA
established the 10 Building Blocks for Climate Smart Agriculture and Forestry.

One such Building Block is the “Conservation of Sensitive Lands”. The term “sensitive lands”
denotes soils and landscapes that are valuable due to properties (e.g., high organic matter, wet
hydrology) and/or function (e.g., wildlife habitat, filtration, and hydrologic storage). Typical examples
of these soils are organic rich histosols, floodplains, or wetlands along riparian areas. Properties
and functions of these soils are easily disrupted from agricultural or urban land use.

Sensitive lands that are used for agricultural production can be protected by changes in land use
(long-term cover). This reduction in land use intensity can provide multiple environmental benefits,
including substantial GHG mitigation that occurs as carbon is sequestered or preserved in soils and
vegetation. When land is removed from crop production, several activities—including tillage,
nitrogen fertilization, and energy use—are substantially reduced or eliminated, generating additional
GHG mitigation.

FSA and NRCS are committed to identifying these sensitive lands and encouraging landowners,
farmers, and ranchers to voluntarily adopt conservation systems--using financial and technical
assistance--to generate GHG benefits. To read more about Conservation of Sensitive Lands, click
the following link: http://www.usda.gov/oce/climate change/building_blocks/4 SensitiveLands.pdf

For more information about the USDA Climate Hubs click here:
http://www.climatehubs.oce.usda.gov/

MAL and LDP Policy Changes for Crop Years 2015-2018

The Agricultural Act of 2014 authorized 2014-2018 crop year Marketing Assistance Loans (MALS)
and Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs), with a few minor policy changes.

Among the changes, farm-stored MAL collateral transferred to warehouse storage will retain the
original loan rate, be allowed to transfer only the outstanding farm-stored quantity with no additional
quantity allowed and will no longer require producers to have a paid for measurement service when
moving or commingling loan collateral.

MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for wheat, feed grains, soybeans, and
other oilseeds, pulse crops, rice, peanuts, cotton, wool and honey. MALSs provide producers interim
financing after harvest to help them meet cash flow needs without having to sell their commodities
when market prices are typically at harvest-time lows. A producer who is eligible to obtain a loan,
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but agrees to forgo the loan, may obtain an LDP if such a payment is available. Marketing loan
provisions and LDPs are not available for sugar and extra-long staple cotton.

FSA is now accepting requests for 2016 MALs and LDPs for all eligible commodities after harvest.

Before MAL repayments with a market loan gain or LDP disbursements can be made, producers
must meet the requirements of actively engaged in farming, cash rent tenant and member
contribution.

Commaodity certificates are available to loan holders who have outstanding nonrecourse loans for
wheat, upland cotton, rice, feed grains, pulse crops (dry peas, lentils, large and small chickpeas),
peanuts, wool, soybeans and designated minor oilseeds. These certificates can be purchased at
the posted county price (or adjusted world price or national posted price) for the quantity of
commodity under loan, and must be immediately exchanged for the collateral, satisfying the
loan. MALs redeemed with commodity certificates are not subject to the actively engaged in
farming, cash-rent tenant, Adjusted Gross Income provisions or the payment limitation.

To be considered eligible for an LDP, producers must have form CCC-633EZ, Page 1 on file at their
local FSA Office before losing beneficial interest in the crop. Pages 2, 3 or 4 of the form must be
submitted when payment is requested.

The 2014 Farm Bill also establishes payment limitations per individual or entity not to exceed
$125,000 annually on certain commodities for the following program benefits: price loss coverage
payments, agriculture risk coverage payments, marketing loan gains (MLGs) and LDPs. These
payment limitations do not apply to MAL loan disbursements or redemptions using commodity
certificate exchange.

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions were modified by the 2014 Farm Bill, which states that a
producer whose total applicable three-year average AGI exceeds $900,000 is not eligible to receive
an MLG or LDP. Producers must have a valid CCC-941 on file to earn a market gain of LDP. The
AGI does not apply to MALs redeemed with commodity certificate exchange.

For more information and additional eligibility requirements, please visit a nearby USDA Service
Center or FSA’s website www.fsa.usda.gov.

USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for Underserved
Groups and Beginning Farmers

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers that FSA offers targeted farm ownership
and farm operating loans to assist underserved applicants as well as beginning farmers and
ranchers.

USDA defines underserved applicants as a group whose members have been subjected to racial,
ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the group without regard to their
individual qualities. For farm loan program purposes, targeted underserved groups are women,
African Americans, American Indians and Alaskan Natives, Hispanics and Asians and Pacific
Islanders.

Underserved or beginning farmers and ranchers who cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank
can apply for either FSA direct loans or guaranteed loans. Direct loans are made to applicants by
FSA. Guaranteed loans are made by lending institutions who arrange for FSA to guarantee the
loan. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan. The FSA
guarantee allows lenders to make agricultural credit available to producers who do not meet the
lender's normal underwriting criteria.

The direct and guaranteed loan program provides for two types of loans: farm ownership loans and
farm operating loans. In addition to customary farm operating and ownership loans, FSA now offers
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Microloans through the direct loan program. The focus of Microloans is on the financing needs of
small, beginning farmer, niche and non-traditional farm operations. Microloans are available for both
ownership and operating finance needs. To learn more about microloans, visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans.

To qualify as a beginning producer, the individual or entity must meet the eligibility requirements
outlined for direct or guaranteed loans. Additionally, individuals and all entity members must have
operated a farm for less than 10 years. Applicants must materially or substantially participate in the
operation.

For more information on FSA’s farm loan programs and targeted underserved and beginning farmer
guidelines, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans.

Loan Servicing

There are options for Farm Service Agency loan customers during financial stress. If you are a
borrower who is unable to make payments on a loan, contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager to
learn about the options available to you.

Save Time — Make an Appointment with FSA

Producers are encouraged to call their local FSA office to schedule an appointment to ensure
maximum use of their time and to make sure FSA staff is available to tend to their important
business needs. Please call your local FSA office ahead of your visit to set an appointment and to
discuss any records or documentation that might be needed during your appointment. To find your
local FSA office, visit: http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app.

Farmers to Receive Documentation of USDA Services

Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds agricultural producers that FSA provides a receipt to
customers who request or receive assistance or information on FSA programs.

The 2014 Farm Bill requires a customer receipt to be issued for any agricultural program assistance
requested from FSA, the National Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Rural Development
(RD). Receipts include the date, summary of the visit and any agricultural information, program
and/or loan assistance provided to an individual or entity. Electronic receipts for acreage reports will
begin on August 1, 2016.

A service is any information, program or loan assistance provided whether through a visit, email, fax
or letter.

Join us for the 5th Annual SC AgriBiz & Farm Expo

Mark your calendar today and make plans to attend the 5th Annual SC AgriBiz & Farm Expo on
Wednesday, January 11, 2017 and Thursday, January 12, 2017 at the Florence Civic Center. At
this exceptional event, SC AgriBiz brings together the best in Agriculture—Education, Connecting
and Innovation—all rooted in tradition and thriving through innovation.

The Expo begins at 9AM on Wednesday, January 11th and includes a day filled with educational
programming, visiting exhibitors and connecting with leading agriculturalist. New this year will
include the SC FFA Tractor Operations and Safety Challenge beginning at 8AM. The day concludes
with the “Taste of SC” which begins at 6:30PM, a southern culture experience to tasting the finest
foods produced in SC.
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The SC Commissioner of Ag Breakfast kicks off at 8AM on Thursday, January 12th, with another
opportunity to learn more about SC agriculture and the 2017 ag outlook.

The day continues with more educational sessions and opportunities to connect with exhibitors and
ag leaders.

Daily admission to the AgriBiz and Farm Expo is $5. Taste of South Carolina and Commissioner’s
Breakfast tickets may be purchased separately for $25 each. For more information about the Expo
or to purchase tickets, visit www.SCAQriBizExpo.com

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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