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Eligibility for Nominations for the 2018

County Committee Elections

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency
(FSA) county committees are a critical component of the day-to-day
operations of FSA and allow grassroots input and local
administration of federal farm programs.

Committees are comprised of locally elected agricultural producers
responsible for the fair and equitable administration of FSA farm
programs in their counties. Committee members are accountable to
the Secretary of Agriculture. If elected, members become part of a
local decision making and farm program delivery process.

A county committee is composed of three to 11 elected members
from local administrative areas (LAA). Each member serves a three-
year term. To be eligible for nomination and hold office as a
committee member or alternate, a person must fulfill each of the
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Administrative Officer:
Kenn Jameson

Farm Programs Chief:
Amy Turner

Farm Loan Programs Chief:
William Shelley

Producers can contact their
local FSA Office for more
information or to schedule an
appointment.

Important Dates and
Deadlines:

August 1: NAP Application
Closing Date for Onions and
Strawberries.

following requirements: (1) be a producer with an interest in farming
or ranching operations, (2) participate or cooperate in any FSA
program provided for by law, (3) be a U.S. citizen, (4) be of legal
voting age, (5) meet the basic eligibility requirements, and (6) reside
in the county or multi-county jurisdiction in which they will be serving.

All nomination forms for the 2018 election must be postmarked or
received in the local USDA service center by Aug. 1, 2018. For more
information on FSA county committee elections and appointments,
refer to the FSA fact sheet: Eligibility to Vote and Hold Office as a
COC Member available online at: www.fsa.usda.gov/elections.

USDA to Help Producers Prepare for
Addition of Seed Cotton to Two Key
Safety Net Programs

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is sending acreage
history and yield reports to agricultural producers with generic base
acres covered by the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price

Loss Coverage (PLC) programs.

August 15: Acreage
Reporting Deadline for
Tomatoes (planted 7/1 - 7/15).

The Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018 amended the 2014 Farm Bill,
adding seed cotton as a covered commodity under the ARC and
PLC programs. This week, FSA will start sending information on
current generic base acres, yields and 2008-2012 planting history.

The updates are an important part of preparing agricultural producers to make decisions on allocating
generic basic acres and updating yields for seed cotton. This summer, producers will have an
opportunity to allocate their generic base acres and update their seed cotton yield.

All producers electing to participate in either the ARC or PLC program will be required to make a one-
time, unanimous and irrevocable election, choosing between price protection and county revenue
protection for the 2018 crop year for seed cotton only. Producers who elected ARC with the individual
farm option will continue with that option since that election is applicable to all base acre on the farm.
The final step to participate requires producers with farms with seed cotton base acres to sign
contracts for ARC or PLC for 2018 this summer.

The anticipated timeline is:

e June 29: Producers are mailed letters notifying them of current generic base acres and yields
and 2008 to 2012 planting history.

e July: An online decision tool for ARC and PLC becomes available. Producers have
opportunity to update yields and allocate generic base acres for ARC and PLC.

e Late July: ARC and PLC one-time elections occur for seed cotton.
e Late July: ARC and PLC sign-up for 2018 starts for farms with seed cotton base acres.

For more information, contact your local Farm Service Agency. To find an FSA office near you, visit:
http://offices.usda.gov.

Environmental Review Required Before Project
Implementation

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all potential
environmental impacts for federally-funded projects before the project is approved.

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed before
actions are approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs include, but
are not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL)
program and farm loans. If project implementation begins before FSA has completed an
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environmental review, this will result in a denial of the request. There are exceptions regarding the
Stafford Act and emergencies. It is important to wait until you receive written approval of your project
proposal before starting any actions, including, but not limited to, vegetation clearing, site preparation
or ground disturbance.

Remember to contact your local FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level of
environmental review is required for your program application so that it can be completed timely.

Applications cannot be approved contingent upon the completion of an environmental review. FSA
must have copies of all permits and plans before an application can be approved.

USDA Resumes Continuous Conservation Reserve Program
Enroliment

One-Year Extension Available to Holders of Many Expiring Contracts through Continuous Signup

As part of a 33-year effort to protect sensitive lands and improve water quality and wildlife habitat on
private lands, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will resume accepting applications for the
voluntary Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). Eligible farmers, ranchers, and private landowners
can sign up at their local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office between June 4 and Aug. 17, 2018.

FSA stopped accepting applications last fall for the CRP continuous signup (excluding applications
for the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) and CRP grasslands). This pause
allowed USDA to review available acres and avoid exceeding the 24 million-acre CRP cap set by the
2014 Farm Bill. New limited practice availability and short sign up period helps ensure that landowners
with the most sensitive acreage will enroll in the program and avoid unintended competition with new
and beginning farmers seeking leases. CRP enrollment currently is about 22.7 million acres.

2018 Signup for CRP

For this year’s signup, limited priority practices are available for continuous enroliment. They include
grassed waterways, filter strips, riparian buffers, wetland restoration and others. View a full list of

practices.

FSA will use updated soil rental rates to make annual rental payments, reflecting current values. It
will not offer incentive payments as part of the new signup.

USDA will not open a general signup this year, however, a one-year extension will be offered to
existing CRP participants with expiring CRP contracts of 14 years or less. Producers eligible for an
extension will receive a letter with more information.

CRP Grasslands

Additionally, FSA established new ranking criteria for CRP Grasslands. To guarantee all CRP
grasslands offers are treated equally, applicants who previously applied will be asked to reapply using
the new ranking criteria. Producers with pending applications will receive a letter providing the options.

About CRP

In return for enrolling land in CRP, USDA, through FSA on behalf of the Commodity Credit Corporation
(CCQC), provides participants with annual rental payments and cost-share assistance. Landowners
enter into contracts that last between 10 and 15 years. CRP pays producers who remove sensitive
lands from production and plant certain grasses, shrubs and trees that improve water quality, prevent
soil erosion and increase wildlife habitat.

The new changes to CRP do not impact the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program, a related
program offered by CCC and state partners.

Producers wanting to apply for the CRP continuous signup or CRP grasslands should contact their
USDA service center. To locate your local FSA office, visit https://www.farmers.gov. More information
on CRP can be found at www.fsa.usda.gov/crp.
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USDA Encourages Producers to Consider Crop Loss Risk
Protection through NAP Coverage

The Farm Service Agency encourages producers to examine available Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP) coverage, before the applicable application closing dates.

Producers are reminded that crops not covered by insurance may be eligible for NAP. For Crop year
2019, beginning, underserved and limited resource farmers are eligible for free catastrophic level
coverage.

NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent federal crop insurance
program is available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables,
mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup,
bioenergy, and industrial crops.

NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that exceed
50 percent of expected production, with higher levels of coverage, up to 65 percent of their expected
production at 100 percent of the average market price, including coverage for organics and crops
marketed directly to consumers.

Deadlines for coverage vary by state and crop. To learn more about NAP visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap
or contact your local USDA Service Center. To find your local USDA Service Centers go to
http://offices.usda.gov.

Perdue Announces Additional Hurricane and Wildfire
Recovery Details

Under the direction of President Donald J. Trump, U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue today
announced new details on eligibility for a new U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) disaster
program, 2017 Wildfires and Hurricanes Indemnity Program (2017 WHIP). In total, USDA’s Farm
Service Agency (FSA) will deploy the up to $2.36 billion that Congress appropriated through the
Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018 to help producers with recovery of their agricultural operations in at
least nine states with hurricane damage and states impacted by wildfire. Following the
announcement, Secretary Perdue issued this statement:

“Last year our nation experienced some of the most significant disasters we have seen in decades,
some back-to-back, at the most critical time in their production year. While USDA has a suite of
disaster programs as well as crop insurance available to help producers manage their risk, Congress
felt it was important to provide extra assistance to our nation’s farms and ranches that were the
hardest hit last year,” Secretary Perdue said. “At President Trump’s direction, our team is working as
quickly as possible to make this new program available to farmers in need. Our aim is to provide
excellent customer service, building on efforts which began the day the storm hit.”

Key Updates Include:

e Hurricane Recovery: To be eligible a crop, tree, bush or vine must be located in a primary
disaster county with either a Presidential declaration or a Secretarial designation due to a
2017 hurricane. Crops, trees, bushes or vines located in other counties may also be eligible
if the producer provides documentation the loss was caused by a 2017 hurricane.

e Wildfire Recovery: Any crop, tree, bush or vine, damaged by a 2017 wildfire is eligible.

e Eligible Producers: Eligibility will be determined on an individual basis, using the level of
insurance coverage purchased for 2017 for the total crop acres on the area for which the
WHIP application is made. Eligible producers who certify to an average adjusted gross
income (AGI) of at least 75 percent derived from farming or ranching, including other
agriculture and forestry-based businesses during the tax years 2013, 2014 and 2015, will be
eligible for a $900,000 payment limitation with verification. All other eligible producers
requesting 2017 WHIP benefits will be subject to a $125,000 payment limitation.

e Crop Insurance Requirement: Both insured and uninsured producers are eligible to apply for
WHIP. However, all producers opting to receive 2017 WHIP payments will be required to
purchase crop insurance at the 60% coverage level, or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
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Program (NAP) at the 60% buy up coverage level if crop insurance is not available.
Coverage must be in place for the next two applicable crop vyears to
meet program requirements.

e Acreage Reporting Requirements: In addition, for the applicable crop years, all producers are
required to file an acreage report and report production (if applicable).

e Payment Formula: FSA will calculate WHIP payments with this formula:

Payment = Expected Value of the Crop x WHIP Factor - Value of Crop Harvested - Insurance
Indemnity

The WHIP factor ranges from 65 percent to 95 percent. Producers who did not insure their crops in
2017 will receive a 65 percent WHIP Factor. Insured producers, or producers who had NAP, will
receive between 70 percentand 95 percent WHIP Factors; those purchasing higher levels of
coverage will receive higher WHIP Factors.

More Information:

The sign-up for 2017 WHIP began on July 16. Additional information on WHIP is available on FSA’s
2017 WHIP webpage. For immediate assistance under any of our other disaster programs, please
contact a local USDA service center or learn more at www.fsa.usda.gov/disaster.

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm Ownership
Loans

The USDA Farm Service Agency'’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans are a resource to help farmers
and ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current operations,
increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future generations.

Depending on the applicant’s needs, there are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular,
down payment and joint financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for
smaller financial needs up to $50,000.

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA lends
up to 50 percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of
the property being purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA guarantee.
The maximum loan amount for a Joint Financing loan is $300,000 and the repayment period for the
loan is up to 40 years.

To be eligible, the operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot
be used to finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility
requirements. Loan applicants are also required to have participated in the business operations of a
farm or ranch for at least three years out of the 10 years prior to the date the application is submitted.
The applicant must show documentation that their participation in the business operation of the farm
or ranch was not solely as a laborer.

For more information about FSA Loan programs, contact your local FSA office or visit
www.fsa.usda.gov. To find your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

Transitioning Expiring CRP Land to Beginning, Veteran or
Underserved Farmers and Ranchers

Retired or retiring landowners or operators are encouraged to transition their Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP) acres to beginning, veteran or underserved farmers or ranchers through the
Transition Incentives Program (TIP). TIP provides annual rental payments to the retiring farmer for up
to two additional years after the CRP contract expires, provided the transition is not to a family
member.

Enrollment in TIP is on a continuous basis. Beginning, veteran or underserved farmers and ranchers
and retiring CRP patrticipants may enroll in TIP beginning one year before the expiration date of the
CRP contract or Aug. 15. For example, if a CRP contract is scheduled to expire on Sept. 30, 2018,
the land may be offered for enrollment in TIP beginning Oct. 1, 2017, through Aug. 15, 2018. The
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Aug. 15 deadline allows the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) time to complete the
TIP sustainable grazing or crop production conservation plans. The TIP application must be submitted
prior to completing the lease or sale of the affected lands.

New landowners or renters must return the land to production using sustainable grazing or farming
methods.

For more information on TIP, visit https://www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation.

Report Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)
Losses

The Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides financial assistance to producers
of non-insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting occur due to natural
disasters.

Eligible producers must have purchased NAP coverage for 2018 crops. A notice of loss must be filed
within the earlier of 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or 15 days after losses become apparent
or 15 days after the final harvest date.

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is
not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms,
floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and
industrial crops.

Producers of hand-harvested crops must notify FSA of damage or loss through the administrative
County Office within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This notification
can be provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone. Producers who notify the County Office by
any method other than by filing the CCC-576 are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, within
the required 15 calendar days

For more information on NAP, contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap.

Embracing AgriTourism Workshop
Register Today — Deadline, Monday, July 23rd
Want to know more about how to begin an agritourism operation?

How to grow your operation? What are the legal considerations, challenges, rewards? For beginning
agritourism operators and those already established, you don’t want to miss this workshop.

You have an opportunity to learn all of this and more at the upcoming “Embracing AgriTourism
Workshop” on Thursday, August 9th at The Grove on August in Gilbert, SC. The event time is 9am-
4pm and cost is $45.00. Farm to Table lunch will be provided. This outstanding event sponsored by
Clemson Extension program under the SC New Beginning Farmer Program Alumni Association in
conjunction with the SC Dept. of Ag-Agritourism Division promises to benefit all interested in
agritourism.

The day will be packed with information you can use to begin, enhance, evaluate and embrace an
agritourism operation. Breakout sessions will be followed by a panel presentation from existing
operators, who know all the in’s and out’s of an effective agritourism operation. Make plans to attend
today, as registration deadline is Monday, July 23rd.

For more information, visit http://www.scnewfarmer.org/, or register at:
https://embracingagritourism.eventbrite.com

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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