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A Message from the State Executive 
Director 
As the Holiday Season is upon us, South Carolina FSA would like to 
extend a Merry Christmas to all. Have a safe Holiday Season and we 
wish you a New Year full of success. We value and appreciate our 
relationship with all our customers and look forward to working with 
you in the future.  

 
USDA Announces Opening Signup for 
Conservation Reserve Program on 
December 9, 2019 
USDA is opening signup for the Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) on December 9, 2019. The deadline for agricultural producers 
to sign up for general CRP is February 28, 2020, while signup for 
continuous CRP is ongoing. 

Farmers and ranchers who enroll in CRP receive a yearly rental 
payment for voluntarily establishing long-term, resource-conserving 
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Kenn Jameson 
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Amy Turner 
  
Farm Loan Programs Chief: 
William Shelley 
  
Producers can contact their 
local FSA Office for more 
information or to schedule an 
appointment. 
  
Important Dates and 
Deadlines: 
  
December 25:  Offices closed 
for Christmas Day 
  
January 1:  Offices closed for 
New Year's Day 
  
January 15-16:  SC AgriBiz & 
Farm Expo - Florence, SC 
  
January 20:  Offices closed 
for the Birthday of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 
  
February 28:  NAP 
Application Closing Date for 
Beans - All, Canary Melon, 
Cantaloupes, Cucumbers, 
Eggplant, Grain Sorghum - 
not covered by FCIC, 
Honeydew, Korean Golden 
Melon, Millet, Okra, Peanuts, 
Peppers, Pumpkins, Rice, 
Sorghum Dual Purpose, 
Sorghum Forage, Soybeans - 
not covered by FCIC, Sprite 
Melon, Squash, Sunflowers, 
Sweet Corn, Sweet Potatoes, 
Tomatillos, Tomatoes - not 
covered by FCIC, 
Watermelons 

 

plant species, such as approved grasses or trees (known as 
“covers”) to control soil erosion, improve water quality and develop 
wildlife habitat on marginally productive agricultural lands. 

CRP has 22 million acres enrolled, but the 2018 Farm Bill lifted the 
cap to 27 million acres. This means farmers and ranchers have a 
chance to enroll in CRP for the first time or continue their participation 
for another term. 

By enrolling in CRP, producers are improving water quality, reducing 
soil erosion, and restoring habitat for wildlife. This in turn spurs 
hunting, fishing, recreation, tourism, and other economic 
development across rural America. 

CRP Enrollment Options 

General Signup  

CRP general signup will be held annually. The competitive general 
signup will now include increased opportunities for enrollment of 
wildlife habitat through the State Acres For Wildlife Enhancement 
(SAFE) initiative.  

Continuous Signup 

While some practices under SAFE will remain available through 
continuous signup, CRP continuous signup will focus primarily on 
water quality with the Clean Lakes, Estuaries, and Rivers (CLEAR) 
Initiative. The 2018 Farm Bill prioritizes water quality practices such 
as contour grass strips, filter strips, riparian buffers, wetlands and a 
new prairie strip. 

USDA will also be working with Conservation Reserve Enhancement 
Program (CREP) partners to relaunch CREP continuous options in 
each state under new statutory provisions. CREP will continue to 
target high-priority local, state or regional conservation concerns. 

Grasslands Signups 

CRP Grasslands signup helps landowners and operators protect 
grassland, including rangeland, and pastureland and certain other 
lands while maintaining the areas as grazing lands. A separate CRP 
Grasslands signup will be offered each year following general 
signup. 

Pilot Programs 

Later in 2020, (FSA will roll out pilot programs within CRP: CLEAR 
30, which allows contracts expiring with CLEAR practices to be 
reenrolled in 30-year contracts and in the Soil Health and Income 
Protection Program (SHIPP) in the prairie pothole region. More 
information on these programs will be announced in the new year. 
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Land Transition 

The CRP Transition Incentives Program (TIP) is an option for producers interested in transitioning 
land to a beginning farmer or rancher or a member of a socially disadvantaged group to return land 
to production for sustainable grazing or crop production. CRP contract holders no longer need to be 
a retired or retiring owner or operator to transition their land. TIP participants may have a lease less 
than five years with an option to purchase, and they have two years before the end of the CRP 
contract to make conservation and land improvements.  

Previously Expired Land 

Land enrolled in CRP under a 15-year contract that expired in September 2017, 2018 or 2019, may 
be eligible for enrollment if there was no opportunity for re-enrollment and the practice under the 
expired contract has been maintained.    

CRP Rates and Payments 

FSA recently posted updated soil rental rates for CRP. County average rates are posted on the CRP 
Statistics webpage. Soil rental rates are statutorily prorated at 90 percent for continuous signup and 
85 percent for general signup. The rental rates will be assessed annually. Under continuous signup, 
producers also receive incentives, including a signup incentive payment and a practice incentive 
payment. 

To enroll in CRP, contact your local FSA county office or visit fsa.usda.gov/crp. To locate your local 
FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator. 

 
Farm Reconstitutions 
When changes in farm ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. The 
reconstitution — or recon — is the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on 
the farming operation. 

To be effective for the current Fiscal Year (FY), farm combinations and farm divisions must be 
requested by August 1 of the FY for farms subject to the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price 
Loss Coverage (PLC) program.  A reconstitution is considered to be requested when all: 

• of the required signatures are on FSA-155 
• other applicable documentation, such as proof of ownership, is submitted. 

Total Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and non-ARC/PLC farms may be reconstituted at any 
time.  

The following are the different methods used when doing a farm recon: 

Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments and quotas for a parent farm among heirs in 
settling an estate; 

Designation of Landowner Method — may be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or ownership is 
transferred; (2) an entire farm is sold to two or more persons; (3) farm ownership is transferred to two 
or more persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or ownership is transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two or more 
persons; or (6) tract ownership is transferred to two or more persons. In order to use this method the 
land sold must have been owned for at least three years, or a waiver granted, and the buyer and 
seller must sign a Memorandum of Understanding; 
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DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in the same proportion that the DCP cropland for 
each resulting tract relates to the DCP cropland on the parent tract; 

Default Method — the division of bases for a parent farm with each tract maintaining the bases 
attributed to the tract level when the reconstitution is initiated in the system. 

 
Environmental Review Required Before Project 
Implementation 
The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all potential 
environmental impacts for federally-funded projects before the project is approved. 

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed before 
actions are approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs include, but 
are not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) 
program and farm loans. If project implementation begins before FSA has completed an 
environmental review, this will result in a denial of the request. There are exceptions regarding the 
Stafford Act and emergencies. It is important to wait until you receive written approval of your project 
proposal before starting any actions, including, but not limited to, vegetation clearing, site preparation 
or ground disturbance. 

Remember to contact your local FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level of 
environmental review is required for your program application so that it can be completed timely. 

Applications cannot be approved contingent upon the completion of an environmental review. FSA 
must have copies of all permits and plans before an application can be approved. 

 
USDA Safety Net Program Enrollment Opens for 2019 and 
2020 
Agricultural producers now can enroll in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss 
Coverage (PLC) programs – two U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) safety net programs – for 
the 2019 and 2020 crop year. 

ARC provides income support payments on historical base acres when actual crop revenue declines 
below a specified guaranteed level. PLC provides income support payments on historical base 
acres when the effective price for a covered commodity falls below its reference price. The 2018 Farm 
Bill reauthorized and updated both programs. 

Signup for the 2019 crop year closes March 15, 2020, while signup for the 2020 crop year closes 
June 30, 2020. Producers who have not yet enrolled for 2019 can enroll for both 2019 and 2020 
during the same visit to an FSA county office.  

ARC and PLC have options for the farm operator who is actively farming the land as well as the owner 
of the land. Farm owners also have a one-time opportunity to update PLC payment yields beginning 
with crop year 2020. If the farm owner and producer visit the FSA county office together, FSA can 
also update yield information during that visit.  

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, 
grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium and 
short grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.  

 



2018 Crop Year ARC and PLC Payments  

FSA began processing payments last week for 2018 ARC-County (ARC-CO) and PLC on covered 
commodities that met payment triggers on enrolled farms in the 2018 crop year. In addition to the 
$1.5 billion now in process, FSA anticipates it will issue another $1 billion in November once USDA’s 
National Agricultural Statistics Service publishes additional commodity prices for the 2018 crop.  

Producers who had 2018 covered commodities enrolled in ARC-CO can visit www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-
plc for payment rates applicable to their county and each covered commodity.  For farms and covered 
commodities enrolled in 2018 PLC, the following crops met payment triggers:  barley, canola, corn, 
dry peas, grain sorghum, lentils, peanuts, large chickpeas, sunflower seed, flaxseed, rapeseed, seed 
cotton, long grain rice, medium/short grain rice and wheat. 

Oats, small chickpeas, mustard seed, safflower, crambe, sesame seed and soybeans did not meet 
2018 PLC payment triggers. 

2018 PLC payment rates for the following covered commodities have not been determined: temperate 
Japonica rice. 

More Information  

For more information on ARC and PLC including two online decision tools that assist producers in 
making enrollment and election decisions specific to their operations, visit the ARC and PLC 
webpage. 

 
USDA Acreage Reporting Deadline for Perennial Forage 
Changes to July 15 
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) has established a new acreage reporting deadline for perennial 
forage for 2019 and subsequent years. Previously set in the fall, the new deadline is July 15 for all 
states, except for Hawaii and Puerto Rico.  

Timely and accurate acreage reports for all crops and land uses, including prevented planting or failed 
acreage, are the foundation for many FSA program benefits, including disaster programs for livestock 
owners. Producers must report their acreage to maintain program eligibility. 

Producers who have coverage for perennial forage under the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) must report their crop acreage by the earlier of any of the following: 

• the established acreage reporting date (July 15) 
• 15 calendar days before the onset of harvest or grazing of the specific crop acreage being 

reported 
• the established normal harvest date for the end of the coverage period. 

 
USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and 
Improve Property 
Producers, Including Beginning and Underserved Farmers, Have a New Option to Gain Access to 
Land 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering farm ownership microloans, creating a new 
financing avenue for farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans are especially helpful to 
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beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, and those who have 
small and mid-sized farming operations. 

The microloan program has been hugely successful, providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans, 
totaling over $373 million to producers across the country. Microloans have helped farmers and 
ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living expenses 
since 2013. Seventy percent of loans have gone to new farmers. 

Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and 
water conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application 
process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers 
strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers and can be 
issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or contact your 
local FSA office. 

 
Payments to Deceased Producers 
In order to claim a Farm Service Agency (FSA) payment on behalf of a deceased producer, all 
program conditions for the payment must have been met before the applicable producer’s date of 
death. 

If a producer earned a FSA payment prior to his or her death, the following is the order of precedence 
for the representatives of the producer: 

• administrator or executor of the estate 
• the surviving spouse 
• surviving sons and daughters, including adopted children 
• surviving father and mother 
• surviving brothers and sisters 
• heirs of the deceased person who would be entitled to payment according to the State law 

In order for FSA to release the payment, the legal representative of the deceased producer must file 
a form FSA-325, to claim the payment for themselves or an estate. The county office will verify and 
determine that the application, contract, loan agreement, or other similar form requesting payment 
issuance, was signed by the applicable deadline for such form, by the deceased or a person legally 
authorized to act on their behalf at that time of application. 

If the application, contract or loan agreement form was signed by someone other than the participant 
who is deceased, FSA will determine whether the person submitting the form has the legal authority 
to submit the form to compel FSA to pay the deceased participant. 

Payments will be issued to the respective representative’s name using the deceased program 
participant’s tax identification number. Payments made to representatives are subject to offset 
regulations for debts owed by the deceased. 

FSA is not responsible for advising persons in obtaining legal advice on how to obtain program 
benefits that may be due to a participant who has died, disappeared or who has been declared 
incompetent. 
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Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP) 
The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) 
provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who 
have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires, not 
covered by other agricultural disaster assistance programs. 

Eligible livestock losses include grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster 
Program (LFP), loss of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible adverse 
weather event, additional cost of transporting water because of an eligible drought and additional cost 
associated with gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick fever. 

Eligible honeybee losses include loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, 
cost of additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather 
condition, colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an eligible weather event or loss 
condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible adverse weather. 

Eligible farm-raised fish losses include death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of 
purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event. 

Producers who suffer eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses from Oct. 1, 2018 to 
Dec. 31, 2019 must file: 

• A notice of loss within 30 calendar days after the loss is apparent. 
• An application for payment by Jan. 30, 2020 

The following ELAP Fact Sheets (by topic) are available online: 

• ELAP for Farm-Raised Fish Fact Sheet  
• ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet 
• ELAP for Honeybees Fact Sheet 

To view these and other FSA program fact sheets, visit the FSA fact sheet web page at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets. 

 
8th Annual SC AgriBiz & Farm Expo, See you there! 
The SC AgriBiz & Farm Expo, located in Florence, SC is the place to be for the 8th annual Expo. 
There will be a great lineup of programming, speakers, exhibitors, hands on activities, great food and 
lots of information to gather. 

Make plans to attend the Expo at the Florence Center, located at 3300 West Radio Drive, Florence, 
SC, on Wednesday, January 15 and Thursday, January 16, 2020. The Expo kicks off with the Farmer 
Appreciation Breakfast on Wednesday, January 15th at 8:30am. The keynote speaker, Dr. Ron 
Prestage, will engage everyone. Every farmer should make plans to attend this session. The trade 
show floor will open at 10am, providing an opportunity to connect with suppliers and see new 
products. 

Dr. Ron Prestage, DVM, is a hog and turkey farmer and owner/president of Prestage Farms. Dr 
Prestage is no stranger to agriculture and Carolina farmers. An engaging and dynamic speaker, 
Prestage will share challenges and opportunities in the agricultural and agribusiness industry. He is 
a true impact player in the agribusiness industry both in the Carolinas and around the country. His 
discussion will address key environmental battles, animal welfare, commodity markets, and effects of 
urban sprawl. He will also discuss some exciting industry expansion projects and future opportunities 
for farmers. Dr Prestage will share lots of insight, wisdom, experience and humor on his successes 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2F2019%2Felap_farm-raised_fish_fact_sheet.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ca42db21f0f7441ee242a08d7826e560e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637121282714214789&sdata=yp12PTdDO753Prh2VfxPblCyl7gOsvHAd%2FI9BU%2F8gyQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2F2019%2Felap_livestock_fact_sheet.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ca42db21f0f7441ee242a08d7826e560e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637121282714214789&sdata=rmsVtRPIBKnmfP%2BcDU7kVnDN7olwQpwGQ8R9dcGKsR4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2F2019%2Felap-honeybee_assistance-fact_sheet-june_2019.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ca42db21f0f7441ee242a08d7826e560e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637121282714224747&sdata=s5L%2B2UMQAz%2Fa7omLIMOuxHUtauaB%2BWz%2B2LuagRkw6Vo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Ffactsheets%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ca42db21f0f7441ee242a08d7826e560e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637121282714224747&sdata=fBEq%2FxLJCdMfCIheC1m%2BRiFOEdEnMsziCc057WjWA48%3D&reserved=0


and challenges in the business of Agriculture! Plan to attend this special General Session at the Expo 
and pass the word. You do not what to miss this! 

The 2020 Expo presents several different tracks so there is something for everyone. The lineup 
includes a Forestry Track on Wednesday morning which includes presentations about the next beetle 
outbreak, how to combine farming and forestry, how forestry is an alternate income source as well as 
an educational session on good pond management. 

On Thursday, January 16th, Dr. John Chastain with Clemson University will present the CAMM 
Conference providing five credit hours at a cost $125.00. This session will provide lots of 
recertification educational credits needed. 

The Fruit, Veggies & Alternative Track will have two days of great information on various crops and 
how to meet the customers’ needs while also providing information on growing alternative crops and 
generating alternative income source for your farming operation. There will be educational classes 
for many varied interests. 

New this year will be the Carolina Hemp Conference. This will be two days of excellent information to 
learn about this new crop. There will be educational classes regarding the economics of growing 
hemp, diseases diagnosed to date, insurance, the diversification of hemp, how to build a successful 
hemp company, package distribution and much more. There will be top speakers from around the 
country. 

As in previous year, there will be a Women In Ag Track as well with information shared on profitability, 
meeting with other successful women farmers to learn from their experiences followed by the 
Women’s Leadership Session. 

And to top off a great Expo, there will be the outstanding Taste of South Carolina on Wednesday 
evening and the Commissioner’s Breakfast, Thursday, January 16. Visit the website at 
www.scagribizexpo.com to obtain your tickets for these events. As in previous years, the Expo 
general admission is free and open to all. 

The Expo includes something for everyone. Mark your calendar, purchase your special events tickets 
and see you Wednesday, January 15th and Thursday, January 16th. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.scagribizexpo.com%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ca42db21f0f7441ee242a08d7826e560e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637121282714224747&sdata=CQWV0u8n3Z9KeC1vkjBPsNR2wvllpNIwnr3vs3k2gwU%3D&reserved=0
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