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USDA Reminds Producers of Feb. 28
Deadline for Conservation Reserve
Program General Signup

Make an appointment today for CRP 2020 general signup

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) reminds agricultural
producers interested in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
2020 general signup that there is less than two weeks before the
enroliment deadline of February 28, 2020. This signup is available to
farmers and private landowners who are either enrolling for the first
time or re-enrolling for another 10- to 15-year term.

Farmers and ranchers who enroll in CRP receive yearly rental
payments for voluntarily establishing long-term, resource-conserving
plant species, such as approved grasses or trees (known as
“covers”), which can control soil erosion, improve water quality and
develop wildlife habitat on marginally productive agricultural lands.


https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/27ce4f9
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/state-offices/South-Carolina/index

CRP has 22 million acres enrolled, but the 2018 Farm Bill lifted the
Administrative Officer: cap to 27 million acres.

Kenn Jameson
Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest private-lands

conservation programs in the U.S. It was originally intended to
Farm Programs Chief: primarily control soil erosion and potentially stabilize commodity
Amy Turner prices by taking marginal lands out of production. The program has

evolved over the years, providing many conservation and economic

benefits. Marking its 35" anniversary in 2020, CRP has had many
Farm Loan Programs Chief: successes, including:

William Shelley

e Preventing more than 9 billion tons of soil from eroding,
enough soil to fill 600 million dump trucks;

e Reducing nitrogen and phosphorous runoff relative to

- - annually tilled cropland by 95 and 85 percent respectively;

information or to schedule an e Sequestering an annual average of 49 million tons of

appointment. greenhouse gases, equal to taking 9 million cars off the road;

e Creating more than 3 million acres of restored wetlands
while protecting more than 175,000 stream miles with
riparian forest and grass buffers, enough to go around the

Producers can contact their
local FSA Office for more

Important Dates and

Deadlines: world 7 times; and

o Benefiting bees and other pollinators and increased
March 15: NAP Application populations of ducks, pheasants, turkey, bobwhite quail,
Closing Date for Hemp. prairie chickens, grasshopper sparrows and many other

birds.

The CRP continuous signup is ongoing, which enables producers to enroll for certain practices. FSA
plans to open the Soil Health and Income Protection Program, a CRP pilot program, in early 2020,
and the 2020 CRP Grasslands signup runs from March 16, 2020 to May 15, 2020.

To enroll in CRP, contact your local FSA county office or visit fsa.usda.gov/crp. To locate your local
FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator.

Direct Loans

FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating Loans to producers who want to establish,
maintain or strengthen their farm or ranch. FSA loan officers process, approve and service direct
loans.

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm
chemicals, insurance and other costs including family living expenses. Operating loans can also be
used to finance minor improvements or repairs to buildings and to refinance some farm-related debts,
excluding real estate.

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, construct
and repair buildings, and to make farm improvements.

The maximum loan amount for direct farm ownership loans is $600,000 and the maximum loan
amount for direct operating loans is $400,000 and a down payment is not required. Repayment terms
vary depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating
loans are normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.

Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm ownership or
operating loan.


https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=fsa&state=sc
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/2019/crp_continuous_enrollment_period-fact_sheet.pdf
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/conservation-programs/conservation-reserve-program/index
https://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator

The Importance of Responding to NASS Surveys

The U.S. Department of Agriculture's National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) conducts
hundreds of surveys every year and prepares reports covering virtually every aspect of U.S.
agriculture.

Producers who receive survey questionnaires should respond quickly and online if possible.

The results of the surveys help determine the structure of USDA farm programs, such as soil rental
rates for the Conservation Reserve Program and prices and yields used for the Agriculture Risk
Coverage and Price Loss Coverage programs. This county-level data is critical for USDA farm
payment determinations. Survey responses also help associations, businesses and policymakers
advocate for their industry and help educate others on the importance of agriculture.

NASS safeguards the privacy of all respondents and publishes only aggregate data, ensuring that no
individual operation or producer can be identified.

NASS data is available online at www.nass.usda.gov/Publications and through the searchable Quick
Stats database. Watch a video on how NASS data is used at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m-
4zinh26io0&feature=youtu.be.

FSA Encourages Producers to Enroll Soon in Agriculture
Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage Programs

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) encourages agricultural producers to enroll now in the
Agriculture Risk Loss (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs. March 15, 2020 is the
enroliment deadline for the 2019 crop year.

Although more than 200,000 producers have enrolled to date, FSA anticipates 1.5 million producers
will enroll for ARC and PLC. By enrolling soon, producers can beat the rush as the deadline nears.

FSA offices have multiple programs competing for the time and attention of our staff. Because of the
importance and complexities of the ARC and PLC programs; and to ensure FSA meets your program
delivery expectations, please do not wait to start the enrollment process. Call your FSA county office
and make an appointment soon to ensure your elections are made and contracts signed well ahead
of the deadlines.

ARC and PLC provide financial protections to farmers from substantial drops in crop prices or
revenues and are vital economic safety nets for most American farms.

The programs cover the following commodities: barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn,
crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain
rice, medium and short grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed
and wheat.

Until March 15, producers who have not yet enrolled in ARC or PLC for 2019 can enroll for both 2019
and 2020 during the same visit to an FSA county office unless yield updates are requested.
Additionally, farm owners have a one-time opportunity to update PLC payment yields that take effect
beginning with crop year 2020. If the owner accompanies the producer to the office, the yield update
and enrollments may be completed during the same office visit.

More Information


https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/index.php
https://quickstats.nass.usda.gov/
https://quickstats.nass.usda.gov/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery&v=m-4zjnh26io
https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery&v=m-4zjnh26io

For more information on ARC and PLC, download our program fact sheet or our 2014-2018 farm bills
comparison fact sheet. Online ARC and PLC election decision tools are available
at fsa.usda.gov/arc/plc. To enroll, contact your FSA county office for an appointment.

USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for South Carolina Farmers
Hurt by 2018, 2019 Disasters

Agricultural producers affected by natural disasters in 2018 and 2019, including Hurricane Dorian,
can apply through the Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program Plus (WHIP+). Sign-up for this U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) program began Sept. 11.

WHIP+ Eligibility

WHIP+ will be available for eligible producers who have suffered eligible losses of certain crops, trees,
bushes or vines in counties with a Presidential Emergency Disaster Declaration or a Secretarial
Disaster Designation (primary counties only). Disaster losses must have been a result of hurricanes,
floods, tornadoes, typhoons, volcanic activity, snowstorms or wildfires that occurred in 2018 or 2019.
Also, producers in counties that did not receive a disaster declaration or designation may still apply
for WHIP+ but must provide supporting documentation to establish that the crops were directly
affected by a qualifying disaster loss.

A list of counties that received qualifying disaster declarations and designations is available at
farmers.gov/recover/whip-plus. Because grazing and livestock losses, other than milk losses, are
covered by other disaster recovery programs offered through FSA, those losses are not eligible for
WHIP+.

Eligible crops include those for which federal crop insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) coverage is available, excluding crops intended for grazing. A list of crops covered
by crop insurance is available through USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA) Actuarial
Information Browser at webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/actuarialinformationbrowser.

The WHIP+ payment factor ranges from 75 percent to 95 percent, depending on the level of crop
insurance coverage or NAP coverage that a producer obtained for the crop. Producers who did not
insure their crops in 2018 or 2019 will receive 70 percent of the expected value of the crop. Insured
crops (either crop insurance or NAP coverage) will receive between 75 percent and 95 percent of
expected value; those who purchased the highest levels of coverage will receive 95-percent of the
expected value.

At the time of sign-up, producers will be asked to provide verifiable and reliable production records. If
a producer is unable to provide production records, WHIP+ payments will be determined based on
the lower of either the actual loss certified by the producer and determined acceptable by FSA or the
county expected yield and county disaster yield. The county disaster yield is the production that a
producer would have been expected to make based on the eligible disaster conditions in the county.

WHIP+ payments for 2018 disasters will be eligible for 100 percent of their calculated value. WHIP+
payments for 2019 disasters will be limited to an initial 50 percent of their calculated value, with an
opportunity to receive up to the remaining 50 percent after January 1, 2020, if sufficient funding
remains.

Both insured and uninsured producers are eligible to apply for WHIP+. But all producers receiving
WHIP+ payments will be required to purchase crop insurance or NAP, at the 60 percent coverage
level or higher, for the next two available, consecutive crop years after the crop year for which WHIP+
payments were paid. Producers who fail to purchase crop insurance for the next two applicable,
consecutive years will be required to pay back the WHIP+ payment.


https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/2019/arc-plc_overview_fact_sheet-aug_2019.pdf
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/2019/arc-plc_farm_bill_comparisons-fact_sheet-aug-2019.pdf
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/2019/arc-plc_farm_bill_comparisons-fact_sheet-aug-2019.pdf
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/arcplc_program/index
https://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator
https://www.farmers.gov/recover/whip-plus
https://webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/actuarialinformationbrowser/

Additional information about WHIP+ program eligibility and payment limitations can be found at
farmers.gov/recover or by contacting your local USDA Service Center.

Additional Loss Coverage

The Milk Loss Program will provide payments to eligible dairy operations for milk that was dumped or
removed without compensation from the commercial milk market because of a qualifying 2018 and
2019 natural disaster. Producers who suffered losses of harvested commodities, including hay, stored
in on-farm structures in 2018 and 2019 will receive assistance through the On-Farm Storage Loss
Program.

Additionally, producers with trees, bushes or vines can receive both cost-share assistance through
FSA’s Tree Assistance Program (TAP) for the cost of replanting and rehabilitating eligible trees and
WHIP+ will provide payments based on the loss value of the tree, bush or vine itself. Therefore,
eligible producers may receive both a TAP and a 2017 WHIP or WHIP+ payment for the same
acreage. In addition, TAP policy has been updated to assist eligible orchardists or nursery tree
growers of pecan trees with a tree mortality rate that exceeds 7.5 percent (adjusted for normal
mortality) but is less than 15 percent (adjusted for normal mortality) for losses incurred during 2018.

Additionally, the disaster relief measure expanded coverage of the 2017 WHIP to include peach and
blueberry crop losses that resulted from extreme cold.

Prevented Planting

Agricultural producers faced significant challenges planting crops in 2019 in many parts of the country.
All producers with flooding or excess moisture-related prevented planting insurance claims in
calendar year 2019 will receive a prevented planting supplemental disaster (“bonus”) payment equal
to 10 percent of their prevented planting indemnity, plus an additional 5 percent will be provided to
those who purchased harvest price option coverage.

As under 2017 WHIP, WHIP+ will provide prevented planting assistance to uninsured producers, NAP
producers and producers who may have been prevented from planting an insured crop in the 2018
crop year and those 2019 crops that had a final planting date prior to January 1, 2019.

For more information on FSA disaster assistance programs, please contact your local USDA service
center or visit farmers.gov/recover. For all available USDA disaster assistance programs, go to
USDA’s disaster resources website.

MAL and LDP Policy

The 2018 Farm Bill extends loan authority through 2023 for Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) and
Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs).

MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for wheat, feed grains, soybeans, and
other oilseeds, pulse crops, rice, peanuts, cotton, wool and honey. MALs provide producers interim
financing after harvest to help them meet cash flow needs without having to sell their commodities
when market prices are typically at harvest-time lows. A producer who is eligible to obtain a loan, but
agrees to forgo the loan, may obtain an LDP if such a payment is available. Marketing loan provisions
and LDPs are not available for sugar and extra-long staple cotton.

FSA is now accepting requests for 2019 MALs and LDPs for all eligible commodities after harvest.
Requests for loans and LDPs shall be made on or before the final availability date for the respective
commodities.

Commodity certificates are available to loan holders who have outstanding nonrecourse loans for
wheat, upland cotton, rice, feed grains, pulse crops (dry peas, lentils, large and small chickpeas),
peanuts, wool, soybeans and designated minor oilseeds. These certificates can be purchased at the


https://www.farmers.gov/recover/whip-plus
https://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator
https://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator
https://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator
https://www.farmers.gov/recover
https://www.usda.gov/topics/disaster/storms

posted county price (or adjusted world price or national posted price) for the quantity of commodity
under loan, and must be immediately exchanged for the collateral, satisfying the loan. MALs
redeemed with commodity certificates are not subject to Adjusted Gross Income provisions.

To be considered eligible for an LDP, producers must have form CCC-633EZ, Page 1 on file at their
local FSA Office before losing beneficial interest in the crop. Pages 2, 3 or 4 of the form must be
submitted when payment is requested.

Marketing loan gains (MLGs) and loan deficiency payments (LDPs) are no longer subject to payment
limitations, actively engaged in farming and cash-rent tenant rules.

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions state that a producer whose total applicable three-year
average AGI exceeds $900,000 is not eligible to receive an MLG or LDP. Producers must have a
valid CCC-941 on file to earn a market gain of LDP. The AGI does not apply to MALs redeemed with
commodity certificate exchange.

For more information and additional eligibility requirements, please visit a nearby USDA Service
Center or FSA’s website fsa.usda.gov.

Double-Cropping

Each year, state committees will review and approve or disapprove county committee recommended
changes or additions to specific combinations of crops.

Double-cropping is approved when the two specific crops have the capability to be planted and carried
to maturity for the intended use, as reported by the producer, on the same acreage within a crop year
under normal growing conditions. The specific combination of crops recommended by the county
committee must be approved by the state committee.

Double-cropping is approved in South Carolina on a county-by-county basis. Contact your local FSA
Office for a list of approved double-cropping combinations for your county.

A crop following a cover crop terminated according to termination guidelines is approved double
cropping and these combinations do not have to be approved by the state committee.

Farm Storage Facility Loans

FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to producers to
build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or used) structures, equipment and
storage and handling trucks.

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities.
Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley, minor
oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey,
renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple
sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture
(excluding systems that maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified
facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement. Loans exceeding
$100,000 require additional security.

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans
are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized


http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/efcommon/eFileServices/eFormsAdmin/CCC0633EZ_140328V03.pdf
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/

businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm
products, and underserved producers.

To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport_or
contact your local FSA county office. To find your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

USDA Announces Details of Risk Management Programs for
Hemp Producers

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced the availability of two programs that
protect hemp producers’ crops from natural disasters. A pilot hemp insurance program through Multi-
Peril Crop Insurance (MPCI) provides coverage against loss of yield because of insurable causes of
loss for hemp grown for fiber, grain or Cannabidiol (CBD) oil and the Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP) coverage protects against losses associated with lower yields, destroyed
crops or prevented planting where no permanent federal crop insurance program is available.
Producers may apply now, and the deadline to sign up for both programs is March 16, 2020.

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program

NAP provides coverage against loss for hemp grown for fiber, grain, seed or CBD for the 2020 crop
year where no permanent federal crop insurance program is available.

NAP basic 50/55 coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that
exceed 50 percent of expected production. Buy-up coverage is available in some cases. The 2018
Farm Bill allows for buy-up levels of NAP coverage from 50 to 65 percent of expected production in 5
percent increments, at 100 percent of the average market price. Premiums apply for buy-up coverage.

For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is $325 per crop or $825 per producer per county, not to
exceed $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties.

Multi-Peril Crop Insurance Pilot Insurance Program

The MPCI pilot insurance is a new crop insurance option for hemp producers in select counties of 21
states for the 2020 crop year. The program is available for eligible producers in certain counties in
Alabama, California, Colorado, lllinois, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Maine, Michigan, Minnesota,
Montana, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania,
Tennessee, Virginia and Wisconsin. Information on eligible counties is accessible through the USDA
Risk Management Agency’s Actuarial Information Browser.

Among other requirements, to be eligible for the pilot program, a hemp producer must have at least
one year of history producing the crop and have a contract for the sale of the insured hemp. In
addition, the minimum acreage requirement is 5 acres for CBD and 20 acres for grain and fiber. Hemp
will not qualify for replant payments or prevented plant payments under MPCI.

This pilot insurance coverage is available to hemp growers in addition to revenue protection for hemp
offered under the Whole-Farm Revenue Protection plan of insurance. Also, beginning with the 2021
crop year, hemp will be insurable under the Nursery crop insurance program and the Nursery Value
Select pilot crop insurance program. Under both nursery programs, hemp will be insurable if grown
in containers and in accordance with federal regulations, any applicable state or tribal laws and terms
of the crop insurance policy.

Eligibility Requirements

Under a regulation authorized by the 2018 Farm Bill and issued in October 2019, all growers must
have a license to grow hemp and must comply with applicable state, tribal or federal regulations or
operate under a state or university research pilot, as authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill.


https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/price-support/Index
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app

Producers must report hemp acreage to FSA after planting to comply with federal and state law
enforcement. The Farm Bill defines hemp as containing 0.3 percent or less tetrahydrocannabinol
(THC) on a dry-weight basis. Hemp having THC above the federal statutory compliance level of 0.3
percent is an uninsurable or ineligible cause of loss and will result in the hemp production being
ineligible for production history purposes.

For more information on USDA risk management programs for hemp producers, visit
farmers.gov/hemp to read our frequently asked questions. For more information on the U.S. Domestic
Hemp Production Program, visit USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Services’ website to read their
frequently asked questions. March 16 is the deadline to purchase hemp coverage.

USDA Swine Small Enterprise Study

From July 2020 through January 2021, the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) National Animal
Health Monitoring System (NAHMS), in collaboration with the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics
Service (NASS), will conduct its third national study of U.S. small enterprise swine operations.

South Carolina producers are included in this study that will take an in-depth look at small enterprise
swine operations (fewer than 1,000 pigs) and provide new information regarding animal health and
management practices used on these operations, as well as the alternative marketing strategies they
implement.

Approximately 5,000 swine operations from 38 states will be asked to participate in the study. These
states account for about 95 percent of U.S. swine operations with fewer than 1,000 pigs.

Participation in any NAHMS study is voluntary. In June 2020, selected producers will be mailed a
letter describing the study and be provided with a questionnaire to complete and return. Producers
who don’t respond to the questionnaire will be called by a NASS representative to arrange a
convenient time to complete the questionnaire via a telephone interview.

The privacy of every questionnaire participant is protected. Data will only be presented in an
aggregate or summary manner.

For more information, please contact Charles Haley at 970-494-7216 or
charles.a.haley@aphis.usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).


http://www.farmers.gov/manage/hemp/FAQs
https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/hemp/questions-and-answers
mailto:charles.a.haley@aphis.usda.gov
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