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South Carolina Farm Farmers and Ranchers in South Carolina

Service Agency Can Now Apply for Financial Assistance
1927 Thurmond Mall through USDA'’s Coronavirus Food
Columbia, SC 29201 Assistance Program

Phone: 803.806.3820 Online Tools and Toll-Free Number Available to Assist Producers
www.fsa.usda.gov/sc Agricultural producers can now apply for USDA’s Coronavirus Food

Assistance Program (CFAP), which provides direct payments to
offset impacts from the coronavirus pandemic. The application and
a payment calculator are now available online, and USDA’s Farm
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Producers can contact their
local FSA office for more
information or to schedule an
appointment.

Important Dates and
Deadlines:

June 30: ARC-PLC
Enrollment Deadline

August 1: NAP Application
Deadline-- Onions (Dry),
Strawberries

Applying for Assistance

Service Agency (FSA) staff members are available via phone, fax
and online tools to help producers complete applications. The
agency set up a call center in order to simplify how they serve new
customers across the nation.

Applications will be accepted through August 28, 2020. Through
CFAP, USDA is making available $16 billion for vital financial
assistance to producers of agricultural commodities who have
suffered a five-percent-or-greater price decline due to COVID-19
and face additional significant marketing costs as a result of lower
demand, surplus production, and disruptions to shipping patterns
and the orderly marketing of commodities.

We also want to remind producers that the program is structured to
ensure the availability of funding for all eligible producers who

apply.

In order to do this, producers will receive 80 percent of their
maximum total payment upon approval of the application. The
remaining portion of the payment, not to exceed the payment limit,
will be paid at a later date nationwide, as funds remain available.

Producers can download the CFAP application and other eligibility
forms from farmers.gov/cfap. Also, on that webpage, producers can
find a payment calculator to help identify sales and inventory
records needed to apply and calculate potential payments.

Additionally, producers in search of one-on-one support with the
CFAP application process can call 877-508-8364 to speak directly
with a USDA employee ready to offer assistance. This is a good
first step before a producer engages the team at the FSA county
office at their local USDA Service Center.

Producers of all eligible commodities will apply through their local FSA office. Those who use the
online calculator tool will be able to print off a pre-filled CFAP application, sign, and submit to your
local FSA office either electronically or via hand delivery. Please contact your local office to
determine the preferred method. Find contact information for your local office at farmers.gov/cfap.

Documentation to support the producer’s application and certification may be requested after the
application is filed. FSA has streamlined the signup process to not require an acreage report at the
time of application and a USDA farm number may not be immediately needed.
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Additional Commodities

USDA is also establishing a process for the public to identify additional commodities for potential
inclusion in CFAP. Specifically, USDA is looking for data on agricultural commaodities, that are not
currently eligible for CFAP, that the public believes to have either:

1. suffered a five percent-or-greater price decline between mid-January and mid-April as a
result of the COVID-19 pandemic,

2. shipped but subsequently spoiled due to loss of marketing channel, or

3. not left the farm or remained unharvested as mature crops.

More information about this process is available on farmers.gov/cfap.

More Information

To find the latest information on CFAP, visit farmers.gov/cfap or call 877-508-8364.

USDA Service Centers are open for business by phone appointment only, and field work will
continue with appropriate social distancing. While program delivery staff will continue to come into
the office, they will be working with producers by phone and using online tools whenever possible.
All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with the FSA, Natural Resources
Conservation Service, or any other Service Center agency are required to call their Service Center
to schedule a phone appointment. More information can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.

Nominations Open for the 2020 County Committee Elections

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) encourages all farmers,
ranchers, and FSA program participants to take part in the County Committee election nomination
process.

FSA’s county committees are a critical component of the day-to-day operations of FSA and allow
grassroots input and local administration of federal farm programs.

Committees are comprised of locally elected agricultural producers responsible for the fair and
equitable administration of FSA farm programs in their counties. Committee members are
accountable to the Secretary of Agriculture. If elected, members become part of a local decision
making and farm program delivery process.

A county committee is composed of three to 11 elected members from local administrative areas
(LAA). Each member serves a three-year term. One-third of the seats on these committees are
open for election each year.

County committees may have an appointed advisor to further represent the local interests of
underserved farmers and ranchers. Underserved producers are beginning, women and other
minority farmers and ranchers and landowners and/or operators who have limited resources.

All nomination forms for the 2020 election must be postmarked or received in the local USDA
Service Center by Aug. 1, 2020 (or next business day). For more information on FSA county
committee elections and appointments, refer to the FSA fact sheet: Eligibility to Vote and Hold
Office as a COC Member available online at: fsa.usda.gov/elections.
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June 30 Last Day to Complete Enrollment for 2020 Agriculture
Risk Coverage, Price Loss Coverage Programs

Agricultural producers who have not yet enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price
Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for 2020 must do so by June 30. Although program elections for the
2020 crop year remain the same as elections made for 2019, all producers need to contact their
local USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) office to sign a 2020 enrollment contract.

To date, more than 1.4 million ARC and PLC contracts have been signed for the 2020 crop year.
This represents 89 percent of expected enroliment. FSA will send reminder postcards to producers
who, according to agency records, have not yet submitted signed contracts for ARC or PLC for the
2020 crop year.

Producers who do not complete enrollment by close of business local time on Tuesday, June 30 will
not be enrolled in ARC or PLC for the 2020 crop year and will be ineligible to receive a payment
should one trigger for an eligible crop.

ARC and PLC contracts can be mailed or emailed to producers for signature depending on
producer preference. Signed contracts can be mailed or emailed back to FSA or, arrangements can
be made in advance with FSA to drop off signed contracts at the FSA county office — call ahead for
local drop off and other options available for submitting signed contracts electronically.

Producers are eligible to enroll on farms with base acres for the following commodities: barley,
canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed,
oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium- and short-grain rice, safflower seed,
seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.

More Information

For more information on ARC and PLC including web-based decision tools, visit farmers.gov/arc-
plc.

USDA Service Centers, including FSA county offices, are open for business by phone only, and
field work will continue with appropriate social distancing. While program delivery staff will continue
to come into the office, they will be working with producers by phone and using online tools
whenever possible. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with the FSA, Natural
Resources Conservation Service or any other Service Center agency are required to call their
Service Center to schedule a phone appointment. More information can be found at
farmers.gov/coronavirus.

Visit offices.usda.gov to find location and contact information for the nearest FSA county office.
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FSA Reminds Producers of Ongoing Disaster Assistance
Program Signup

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has started making payments through the Wildfire and
Hurricane Indemnity Program — Plus (WHIP+) to agricultural producers who suffered eligible losses
because of drought or excess moisture in 2018 and 2019. Signup for these causes of loss opened
March 23, and producers who suffered losses from drought (in counties designated D3 or above),
excess moisture, hurricanes, floods, tornadoes, typhoons, volcanic activity, snowstorms or wildfires
can still apply for assistance through WHIP+.

To be eligible for WHIP+, producers must have suffered losses of certain crops, trees, bushes or
vines in counties with a Presidential Emergency Disaster Declaration or a Secretarial Disaster
Designation (primary counties only) for qualifying natural disaster events that occurred in calendar
years 2018 or 2019. Also, losses located in a county not designated by the Secretary as a primary
county may be eligible if a producer provides documentation showing that the loss was due to a
qualifying natural disaster event.

For losses due to drought, a producer is eligible if any area of the county in which the loss occurred
was rated D3, or extreme drought, or higher on the U.S. Drought Monitor during calendar years
2018 or 2019. Producers who suffered losses should contact their FSA county office.

In addition to the recently added eligible losses of drought and excess moisture, FSA will implement
a WHIP+ provision for crop quality loss that resulted in price deductions or penalties when
marketing crops damaged by eligible disaster events. To ensure an effective program for all
impacted farmers, the Agency is currently gathering information on the extent of quality loss from
producers and stakeholder organizations.

USDA Service Centers, including FSA county offices, are open for business by phone only, and
field work will continue with appropriate social distancing. While program delivery staff will continue
to come into the office, they will be working with producers by phone and using online tools
whenever possible. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with the FSA, Natural
Resources Conservation Service or any other Service Center agency are required to call their
Service Center to schedule a phone appointment. More information on Service Centers can be
found at farmers.gov/coronavirus, and more information on WHIP+ can be found at
farmers.gov/whip-plus.

New Improvement to Streamline Crop Reporting
Update Lets Farmers and Ranchers Report Common Acreage Information Once

Farmers and ranchers filing crop acreage reports with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) and
participating insurance providers approved by the Risk Management Agency (RMA) now can
provide the common information from their acreage reports at one office and the information will be
electronically shared with the other location.

This new process is part of the USDA Acreage Crop Reporting Streamlining Initiative (ACRSI). This
interagency collaboration also includes participating private crop insurance agents and insurance
companies, all working to streamline the information collected from farmers and ranchers who
participate in USDA programs.
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Once filing at one location, data that’'s important to both FSA and RMA will be securely and
electronically shared with the other location avoiding redundant and duplicative reporting, as well as
saving farmers and ranchers time.

Producers must still visit both their local FSA office and their insurance provider to validate and sign
acreage reports, complete maps, or provide program-specific information, including reporting
uninsured crops to FSA. The common data from the first-filed acreage report will now be available
to pre-populate and accelerate completion of the second report.

USDA has been working to streamline the crop reporting process for agricultural producers, who
have expressed concerns with providing the same basic common information for multiple

locations. In 2013, USDA consolidated the deadlines to 15 dates for submitting these reports, down
from the previous 54 dates at RMA and 17 dates for FSA. USDA representatives believe farmers
and ranchers will experience a notable improvement in the coming weeks as they approach the
peak season for crop reporting later this summer.

More than 93 percent of all annual reported acres to FSA and RMA now are eligible for the common
data reporting, and USDA is exploring adding more crops. Plans are underway at USDA to continue
building upon the framework with additional efficiencies at a future date.

Farmers and ranchers are also reminded that they can now access their FSA farm information from
the convenience of their home computer. Producers can see field boundaries, images of the farm,
conservation status, operator and owner information and much more.

The new customer self-service portal, known as FSAFarm+, gives farmers and ranchers online
access to securely view, print or export their personal farm data. To enroll in the online service,
producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office for details. To find a local FSA office in
your area, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

CRP Continuous Enrollment Period

The Farm Service Agency is accepting offers for specific conservation practices under the
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Continuous Signup.

CRP is a voluntary program that contracts with agricultural producers so that environmentally
sensitive agricultural land is devoted to conservation benefits. CRP participants establish long-term,
resource-conserving vegetative species, such as approved grasses or trees (known as “covers”), to
control soil erosion, improve the water quality and enhance wildlife habitat. In return, FSA provides
participants with annual rental payments and cost-share assistance. Continuous signup enroliment
contracts are 10 to 15 years in duration.

Under continuous CRP signup, environmentally sensitive land devoted to certain conservation
practices can be enrolled in CRP at any time. Offers are automatically accepted provided the land
and producer meet certain eligibility requirements and the enroliment levels do not exceed the
statutory cap.

Unlike CRP enroliments under general CRP signups or CRP Grasslands, offers for continuous
enroliment are not subject to competitive bidding during specific periods.

For more information, including a list of acceptable practices, visit fsa.usda.gov/crp.
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Transitioning Expiring CRP Land to Beginning, Veteran or
Underserved Farmers and Ranchers

CRP contract holders are encouraged to transition their Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
acres to beginning, veteran or socially disadvantaged farmers or ranchers through the Transition
Incentives Program (TIP). TIP provides annual rental payments to the landowner or operator for up
to two additional years after the CRP contract expires, provided the transition is not to a family
member.

Enrollment in TIP is on a continuous basis through 2023 or until the new statutory limit of $50 million
under the 2018 Farm Bill is reached.

CRP contract holders no longer need to be a retired or retiring owner or operator to transition their
land. TIP participants must agree to sell, have a contract to sell, or agree to lease long term (at least
five years) land enrolled in an expiring CRP contract to a beginning, veteran, or socially
disadvantaged farmer or rancher who is not a family member.

Beginning, veteran or social disadvantaged farmers and ranchers and CRP participants may enroll
in TIP beginning two years before the expiration date of the CRP contract. For example, if a CRP
contract is scheduled to expire on Sept. 30, 2022, the land may be offered for enrollment in TIP
from October 1, 2020, through September 30, 2022. The TIP application must be submitted prior to
completing the lease or sale of the affected lands.

New landowners or renters that return the land to production must use sustainable grazing or
farming methods.

For more information on TIP, visit https://www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation.

Higher Limits Now Available on USDA Farm Loans

Higher limits are now available for borrowers interested in USDA’s farm loans, which help
agricultural producers purchase farms or cover operating expenses. The 2018 Farm Bill increased
the amount that producers can borrow through direct and guaranteed loans available through
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) and made changes to other loans, such as microloans and
emergency loans.

Key changes include:

e The Direct Operating Loan limit increased from $300,000 to $400,000, and the Guaranteed
Operating Loan limit increased from $ 1.429 million to $1.75 million. Operating loans help
producers pay for normal operating expenses, including machinery and equipment, seed,
livestock feed, and more.

e The Direct Farm Ownership Loan limit increased from $300,000 to $600,000, and the
Guaranteed Farm Ownership Loan limit increased from $1.429 million to $1.75 million.
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Farm ownership loans help producers become owner-operators of family farms as well as
improve and expand current operations.

e Producers can now receive both a $50,000 Farm Ownership Microloan and a $50,000
Operating Microloan. Previously, microloans were limited to a combined $50,000.
Microloans provide flexible access to credit for small, beginning, niche, and non-traditional
farm operations.

e Producers who previously received debt forgiveness as part of an approved FSA
restructuring plan are now eligible to apply for emergency loans. Previously, these
producers were ineligible.

e Beginning and socially disadvantaged producers can now receive up to a 95 percent
guarantee against the loss of principal and interest on a loan, up from 90 percent.

About Farm Loans

Direct farm loans, which include microloans and emergency loans, are financed and serviced by
FSA, while guaranteed farm loans are financed and serviced by commercial lenders. For
guaranteed loans, FSA provides a guarantee against possible financial loss of principal and interest.

For more information on FSA farm loans, visit www.fsa.usda.gov or contact your local USDA service
center.

Maintaining Good Credit History

Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan programs require that applicants have a satisfactory credit
history. A credit report is requested for all FSA direct farm loan applicants. These reports are
reviewed to verify outstanding debts, if bills are paid timely and to determine the impact on cash
flow.

Information found on a customer’s credit report is strictly confidential and is used only as an aid in
conducting FSA business.

Our farm loan staff will discuss options with you if you have an unfavorable credit report and will
provide a copy of your report. If you dispute the accuracy of the information on the credit report, it is
up to you to contact the issuing credit report company to resolve any errors or inaccuracies.

There are multiple ways to remedy an unfavorable credit score.

e Make sure to pay bills on time. Setting up automatic payments or automated reminders can
be an effective way to remember payment due dates.

e Pay down existing debt.

o Keep your credit card balances low.

e Avoid suddenly opening or closing existing credit accounts.

FSA’s farm loan staff will guide you through the process, which may require you to reapply for a
loan after improving or correcting your credit report.

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit fsa.usda.gov.
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Journal of Soil and Water Conservation Provide Evidence that
USDA Conservation Practices Work

Conservation practices are working to reduce runoff, improve soil quality, and mitigate contaminants
in small watersheds across the country, according to USDA’s scientific findings published in the
Journal of Soil and Water Conservation. USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
and Agricultural Research Service (ARS) collaborated with universities and other agencies and
organizations to complete the water-quality studies featured in the journal through USDA’s
Conservation Effects Assessment Project (CEAP).

Practices were assessed at plot, field, edge-of-field and watershed scales and included drainage
management, conservation tillage, cover crops, buffers, irrigation, nutrient management, water
management and Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) practices.

Some examples of results include:

¢ In the Central Mississippi River Basin, combining no-till and cover crop practices reduced
sediment losses by 87% and nitrate losses by 57% on a monitored field due to changes in
soil moisture, timing of nitrogen applications and use of cover crops.

¢ Inthe Western Lake Erie Basin, edge-of-field monitoring revealed that subsurface
placement of fertilizer in tile-drained fields reduced dissolved phosphorus losses by 66%. In
addition, an innovative conservation practice was developed to treat contaminant losses
from drainage water — replacing tile risers with blind inlets. This new practice reduced
sediment losses by about 78% (Smith and Livingston 2013), total phosphorous losses by
66% and dissolved phosphorus losses by 50%.

¢ In the Choptank Watershed in the Chesapeake Bay, novel satellite remote sensing
techniques were developed and evaluated, along with program data, to assess the extent of
cover crop implementation over an 8-year period (2008-2016). These techniques
documented a 62% increase in winter cover crop use in corn fields and a 37% increase in
soybean fields in a sub-watershed. In addition, modeling results indicate that this cover crop
adoption led to a 25% reduction in nitrate leaching from cropland over a 10-year period
(2008-2017).

The USDA spends about $6 billion per year on agricultural conservation programs to help producers
and landowners implement suitable conservation practices and systems on their land. For more
information on the special issue, visit https://www.jswconline.org/content/75/3 .

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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