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USDA Announces More Eligible
Commodities for CFAP

Application Deadline Extended to Sept. 11, and Producers Who
Have Approved Applications to Receive Final Payments

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue announced additional
commodities are covered by the Coronavirus Food Assistance
Program (CFAP) in response to public comments and data.
Additionally, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is
extending the deadline to apply for the program to September 11th,
and producers with approved applications will receive their final
payment. After reviewing over 1,700 responses, even more farmers
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Important Dates and
Deadlines:

September 11: CFAP
Application Deadline

Other changes to CFAP include:

and ranchers will have the opportunity for assistance to help keep
operations afloat during these tough times.

Background:

USDA collected comments and supporting data for consideration of
additional commodities through June 22, 2020. The following
additional commodities are now eligible for CFAP:

Specialty Crops - aloe leaves, bananas, batatas, bok
choy, carambola (star fruit), cherimoya, chervil (french
parsley), citron, curry leaves, daikon, dates, dill, donqua
(winter melon), dragon fruit (red pitaya), endive, escarole,
filberts, frisee, horseradish, kohlrabi, kumquats, leeks,
mamey sapote, maple sap (for maple syrup), mesculin mix,
microgreens, nectarines, parsley, persimmons, plantains,
pomegranates, pummelos, pumpkins, rutabagas, shallots,
tangelos, turnips/celeriac, turmeric, upland/winter cress,
water cress, yautia/malanga, and yuca/cassava.
Non-Specialty Crops and Livestock - liquid eggs, frozen
eggs and all sheep. Only lambs and yearlings (sheep less
than two years old) were previously eligible.

Aquaculture - catfish, crawfish, largemouth bass and carp
sold live as foodfish, hybrid striped bass, red drum, salmon,
sturgeon, tilapia, trout, ornamental/tropical fish, and
recreational sportfish.

Nursery Crops and Flowers - nursery crops and cut
flowers.

e Seven commodities — onions (green), pistachios, peppermint, spearmint, walnuts and
watermelons — are now eligible for Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Stability
(CARES) Act funding for sales losses. Originally, these commodities were only eligible for
payments on marketing adjustments.

e Correcting payment rates for onions (green), pistachios, peppermint, spearmint, walnuts,

and watermelons.

Additional details can be found in the Federal Register in the Notice of Funding Availability and Final
Rule Correction and at www.farmers.gov/cfap.

Producers Who Have Applied:

To ensure availability of funding, producers with approved applications initially received 80 percent
of their payments. The Farm Service Agency (FSA) will automatically issue the remaining 20
percent of the calculated payment to eligible producers. Going forward, producers who apply for
CFAP will receive 100 percent of their total payment, not to exceed the payment limit, when their

applications are approved.
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Applying for CFAP:

Producers, especially those who have not worked with FSA previously, are recommended to call
877-508-8364 to begin the application process. An FSA staff member can help producers start their
application during the phone call.

On farmers.gov/cfap, producers can:

e Download the AD-3114 application form and manually complete the form to submit to their
local USDA Service Center by mail, electronically or by hand delivery to their local office or
office drop box.

e Complete the application form using the CFAP Application Generator and Payment
Calculator. This Excel workbook allows customers to input information specific to their
operation to determine estimated payments and populate the application form, which can
be printed, then signed and submitted to their local USDA Service Center.

e If producers have login credentials known as eAuthentication, they can use the online
CFAP Application Portal to certify eligible commaodities online, digitally sign applications and
submit directly to the local USDA Service Center.

All other eligibility forms, such as those related to adjusted gross income and payment information,
can be downloaded from farmers.gov/cfap. For existing FSA customers, these documents are likely
already on file.

All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including some that are open to visitors to conduct
business in person by appointment only. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business
with FSA, Natural Resources Conservation Service or any other Service Center agency should call
ahead and schedule an appointment. Service Centers that are open for appointments will pre-
screen visitors based on health concerns or recent travel, and visitors must adhere to social
distancing guidelines. Visitors are also required to wear a face covering during their appointment.
Our program delivery staff will be in the office, and they will be working with our producers in the
office, by phone and using online tools. More information can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.

USDA Launches New Farmers.gov Features to Help Farmers
Hire Workers

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced new features on the farmers.gov website
designed to help facilitate the employment of H-2A workers.

USDA’s goal is to help farmers navigate the complex H-2A program that is administered by
Department of Labor, Department of Homeland Security, and the State Department so hiring a farm
worker is an easier process.

The primary new H-2A features on Farmers.gov include:

e Areal-time dashboard that enables farmers to track the status of their eligible employer
application and visa applications for temporary nonimmigrant workers;

e Streamlining the login information so if a farmer has an existing login.gov account they can
save multiple applications tracking numbers for quick look-up at any time;

e Enables easy access to the Department of Labor’s (DOL) Foreign Labor Application
Gateway (FLAG);
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e Allows farmers to track time-sensitive actions taken in the course of Office of Foreign Labor
Certification’s (OFLC) adjudication of temporary labor certification applications;
e Allowing for farmers to access all application forms on-line.

All information can be found at www.farmers.gov/manage/h2a.

In 2018, Secretary Perdue unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website
combined with an authenticated portal where customers can apply for programs, process
transactions and manage accounts. With feedback from customers and field employees who serve
those customers, farmers.gov delivers farmer-focused features through an agile, iterative process to
deliver the greatest immediate value to America’s agricultural producers — helping farmers and
ranchers do right, and feed everyone.

New USDA Survey to Measure Areas for Improvement

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced a new annual survey of farmers, ranchers
and private forestland owners. The survey will help USDA understand what it is doing well and
where improvements are needed, specifically at the Farm Service Agency (FSA), Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Risk Management Agency (RMA).

A selection of 28,000 producers will receive the survey over the next few weeks, but all farmers are
encouraged to take the survey at farmers.gov/survey.

This survey is part of the President’s Management Agenda. It requires High Impact Service Provider
agencies across the federal government, including FSA and NRCS, to conduct annual surveys to
measure and respond to areas needing improvement.

The survey consists of 20 questions and takes approximately 10 minutes to complete. Responses
are confidential, and individual responses will be aggregated. The survey will be open for at least six
weeks and will be closed once USDA receives a 30% response rate.

Learn more and take the survey at www.farmers.gov/survey.

USDA Accepting Applications to Help Cover Costs for
Organic Certification

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that organic producers and handlers can apply for
federal funds to assist with the cost of receiving and maintaining organic certification through the
Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP). Applications for eligible certification expenses
paid between Oct. 1, 2019, and Sept. 30, 2020, are due Oct. 31, 2020.

OCCSP provides cost-share assistance to producers and handlers of agricultural products for the
costs of obtaining or maintaining organic certification under the USDA’s National Organic Program.
Eligible producers include any certified producers or handlers who have paid organic certification
fees to a USDA-accredited certifying agent. Eligible expenses for cost-share reimbursement include
application fees, inspection costs, fees related to equivalency agreement and arrangement
requirements, travel expenses for inspectors, user fees, sales assessments and postage.
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Changes in Reimbursement

Due to expected participation levels for fiscal year 2020, FSA revised the reimbursement amount
through fiscal year 2023. Certified producers and handlers are now eligible to receive
reimbursement for up to 50 percent of the certified organic operation’s eligible expenses, up to a
maximum of $500 per scope.

This change is due to the limited amount of funding available and will allow a larger number of
certified organic operations to receive assistance. If additional funding is authorized later, FSA may
provide additional assistance to certified operations that have applied for OCCSP, not to exceed 75
percent of their eligible costs, up to $750 per scope.

The changes to the payment calculation and maximum payment amount are applicable to all
certified organic operations, regardless of whether they apply through an FSA county office or a
participating state agency. State agencies that are interested in overseeing reimbursements to
producers and handlers in their states must establish new agreements with FSA for fiscal 2020.

Opportunities for State Agencies

Today’s announcement also includes the opportunity for state agencies to apply for grant
agreements to administer the OCCSP program in fiscal 2020. State agencies that establish
agreements for fiscal 2020 may be able to extend their agreements and receive additional funds to
administer the program in future years.

FSA has not yet determined whether an additional application period will be announced for later
years for state agencies that choose not to participate in fiscal 2020. States that would like to
administer OCCSP for future years are encouraged to establish an agreement for 2020 to ensure
that they will be able to continue to participate.

FSA will accept applications from state agencies for fiscal year 2020 funding for cost-share
assistance from Aug. 10, 2020 through Sept. 9, 2020.

State Agencies must submit the Application for Federal Assistance (Standard Form 424 and 424B)
electronically via Grants.gov, the Federal grants website, at http://www.grants.gov.

More Information

To learn more about organic certification cost share, please visit the OCCSP webpage, view the
notice of funds availability on the Federal Reqister, or contact the ESA county office at your local
USDA Service Center. All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including some that are
open to visitors to conduct business in person by appointment only. All Service Center visitors
wishing to conduct business with FSA, Natural Resources Conservation Service or any other
Service Center agency should call ahead and schedule an appointment. Service Centers that are
open for appointments will pre-screen visitors based on health concerns or recent travel, and
visitors must adhere to social distancing guidelines. Visitors may also be required to wear a face
covering during their appointment.

To learn more about USDA support for organic agriculture, visit usda.gov/organic.
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Environmental Review Required Before Project
Implementation

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all potential
environmental impacts for federally-funded projects before the project is approved.

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed before
actions are approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs include, but
are not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan
(FSFL) program and farm loans. If project implementation begins before FSA has completed an
environmental review, the request will be denied. Although there are exceptions regarding the
Stafford Act and emergencies, it’'s important to wait until you receive written approval of your project
proposal before starting any actions.

Applications cannot be approved until FSA has copies of all permits and plans. Contact your local
FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level of environmental review is
required for your program application so that it can be completed timely.

FSA is Accepting CRP Continuous Enroliment Offers

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting offers for specific conservation practices under the
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Continuous Signup.

In exchange for a yearly rental payment, farmers enrolled in the program agree to remove
environmentally sensitive land from agricultural production and to plant species that will improve
environmental health and quality. The program’s long-term goal is to re-establish valuable land
cover to improve water quality, prevent soil erosion, and reduce loss of wildlife habitat. Contracts for
land enrolled in CRP are 10-15 years in length.

Under continuous CRP signup, environmentally sensitive land devoted to certain conservation
practices can be enrolled in CRP at any time. Offers for continuous enroliment are not subject to
competitive bidding during specific periods. Instead they are automatically accepted provided the
land and producer meet certain eligibility requirements and the enroliment levels do not exceed the
statutory cap.

For more information, including a list of acceptable practices, contact your USDA Service Center at
or visit fsa.usda.gov/crp.

Transitioning Expiring CRP Land to Beginning, Veteran or
Underserved Farmers and Ranchers

CRP contract holders are encouraged to transition their Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
acres to beginning, veteran or socially disadvantaged farmers or ranchers through the Transition
Incentives Program (TIP). TIP provides annual rental payments to the landowner or operator for up
to two additional years after the CRP contract expires.

CRP contract holders no longer need to be a retired or retiring owner or operator to transition their
land. TIP participants must agree to sell, have a contract to sell, or agree to lease long term (at least
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five years) land enrolled in an expiring CRP contract to a beginning, veteran, or socially
disadvantaged farmer or rancher who is not a family member.

Beginning, veteran or social disadvantaged farmers and ranchers and CRP participants may enroll
in TIP beginning two years before the expiration date of the CRP contract. The TIP application must
be submitted prior to completing the lease or sale of the affected lands. New landowners or renters
that return the land to production must use sustainable grazing or farming methods.

For more information, contact your USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Disaster Assistance Available for Livestock Losses

The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to you for livestock deaths in excess of
normal mortality caused by adverse weather, disease and attacks by animals reintroduced into the
wild by the federal government or protected by federal law.

For disease losses, FSA county committees can accept veterinarian certifications that livestock
deaths were directly related to adverse weather and unpreventable through good animal husbandry
and management.

For 2020 livestock losses, you must file a notice within 30 calendar days of when the loss is first
apparent. You then must provide the following supporting documentation to your local FSA office no
later than 60 calendar days after the end of the calendar year in which the eligible loss condition
occurred.

e Proof of death documentation
e Copy of grower’s contracts
e Proof of normal mortality documentation

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock,
i.e. Adult Beef Cow = 1% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 250 pounds) = 5%. These
established percentages reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under “normal’
conditions.

In addition to filing a notice of loss, you must also submit an application for payment by March 1,
2021.

For more information, contact your USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP)

ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish
producers who have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as blizzards
and wildfires, not covered by other agricultural disaster assistance programs.
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Eligible losses include:

e Livestock - grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster Program
(LFP), loss of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible
adverse weather event, additional cost of transporting water because of an eligible drought
and additional cost associated with gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick fever.

e Honeybee - loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, cost of
additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather
condition, colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an eligible weather event or
loss condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible adverse weather.

o Farm-Raised Fish - death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of purchased
feed due to an eligible adverse weather event.

If you've suffered eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses during calendar year 2020,
you must file:

e A notice of loss within 30 calendar days after the loss is apparent (15 days for honeybee
losses)
e An application for payment by Jan. 30, 2021

The following ELAP Fact Sheets (by topic) are available online:
o ELAP for Farm-Raised Fish Fact Sheet

e ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet
ELAP for Honeybees Fact Sheet

FSA Offers Loan Servicing Options

There are options for Farm Service Agency (FSA) loan customers during financial stress. If you are
a borrower who is unable to make payments on a loan, contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager
to learn about your options.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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