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USDA Announces Dates for Conservation Reserve
Program Grasslands Signups

Agricultural producers and landowners in South Carolina can apply for
the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Grasslands signup from
today until August 20. This year, the U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) updated signup options to provide greater incentives for
producers and increased the program’s conservation and climate
benefits, including setting a minimum rental rate and identifying two
national priority zones.

The CRP Grassland signup is competitive, and USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will provide for
annual rental payments for land devoted to conservation purposes.

Grasslands Signup

CRP Grasslands helps South Carolina landowners and operators protect grassland, including
rangeland, and pastureland and certain other lands, while maintaining the areas as working grazing
lands. Protecting grasslands contributes positively to the economy of many regions, provides
biodiversity of plant and animal populations, and provides important carbon sequestration benefits.

FSA has updated the Grasslands Signup to establish a minimum rental rate of $15 per acre, which will
benefit 1,300 counties.

To focus on important wildlife corridors, FSA also identified National Grassland Priority Zones,
providing extra incentives to producers for enrolling grasslands in important migratory corridors and
environmentally sensitive areas — the Greater Yellowstone Elk Migration Corridor and the Severe
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Wind Erosion — Dust Bowl Zone. Counties within these two zones get extra ranking points as well as
$5 added to their rental rate. The CRP_Grasslands Ranking Factors has additional information.

How to Sign Up

To enroll in the CRP Grasslands signup, producers and landowners should contact USDA by the
August 20 deadline. Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone,
email, and other digital tools. Because of the pandemic, some USDA Service Centers are open to
limited visitors. Contact your Service Center to set up an in-person or phone appointment.
Additionally, more information related to USDA'’s response and relief for producers can be found at
farmers.gov/coronavirus.

More Information on CRP

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest voluntary private-lands conservation programs in
the United States. It was originally intended to primarily control soil erosion and potentially stabilize
commodity prices by taking marginal lands out of production. The program has evolved over the
years, providing many conservation and economic benefits. The program marked its 35-year
anniversary this past December.

Farm Service Agency Now Accepting Nominations for
County Committee Members

-l The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA)
SRR ComuMtE . began accepting nominations for county committee members on June
o4 8 15 Elections will occur in certain Local Administrative Areas (LAA) for
. these members who make important decisions about how federal farm
programs are administered locally. All nomination forms for the 2021
election must be postmarked or received in the local FSA office by Aug.
2,2021.

Agricultural producers who participate or cooperate in a USDA program, and reside in the LAA that is
up for election this year, may be nominated for candidacy for the county committee. A cooperating
producer is someone who has provided information about their farming or ranching operation to FSA,
even if they have not applied or received program benefits. Individuals may nominate themselves or
others and qualifying organizations may also nominate candidates. USDA encourages minority
producers, women and beginning farmers or ranchers to nominate, vote, and hold office.

Nationwide, more than 7,700 dedicated members of the agricultural community serving on FSA
county committees. The committees are made up of three to 11 members who serve three-year
terms. Producers serving on FSA county committees play a critical role in the day-to-day operations of
the agency. Committee members are vital to how FSA carries out disaster programs, as well as
conservation, commodity and price support programs, county office employment and other agricultural
issues.

LAAs are elective areas for FSA committees in a single county or multi-county jurisdiction. This may
include LAAs that are focused on an urban or suburban area.

More Information

Producers should contact their local FSA office today to register and find out how to get involved in
their county’s election. They should check with their local USDA Service Center to see if their LAA is
up for election this year. To be considered, a producer must be registered and sign an FSA-
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669A nomination form or an FSA-669-A-3 for urban county committees. The form and other
information about FSA county committee elections are available at fsa.usda.gov/elections.

Election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters beginning Nov. 1, 2021. To find your local USDA
Service Center, visit farmers.gov/service-locator.

USDA to Provide Pandemic Assistance to Livestock
Producers for Animal Losses

Livestock and poultry producers who suffered losses during the pandemic due to insufficient access to
processing can apply for assistance for those losses and the cost of depopulation and disposal of the
animals. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Secretary Vilsack announced the Pandemic
Livestock Indemnity Program (PLIP) in [recorded] remarks at the National Pork Industry Conference in
Wisconsin Dells, WI. The announcement is part of USDA’s Pandemic Assistance for Producers
initiative. Livestock and poultry producers can apply for assistance through USDA’s Farm Service
Agency (FSA) July 20 through Sept. 17, 2021.

The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, authorized payments to producers for losses of livestock
or poultry depopulated from March 1, 2020 through December 26, 2020, due to insufficient processing
access as a result of the pandemic. PLIP payments will be based on 80% of the fair market value of
the livestock and poultry and for the cost of depopulation and disposal of the animal. Eligible livestock
and poultry include swine, chickens and turkeys.

PLIP Program Details

Eligible livestock must have been depopulated from March 1, 2020, through December 26, 2020, due
to insufficient processing access as a result of the pandemic. Livestock must have been physically
located in the U.S. or a territory of the U.S. at the time of depopulation.

Eligible livestock owners include persons or legal entities who, as of the day the eligible livestock was
depopulated, had legal ownership of the livestock. Packers, live poultry dealers and contract growers
are not eligible for PLIP.

PLIP payments compensate participants for 80% of both the loss of the eligible livestock or poultry
and for the cost of depopulation and disposal based on a single payment rate per head. PLIP
payments will be calculated by multiplying the number of head of eligible livestock or poultry by the
payment rate per head, and then subtracting the amount of any payments the eligible livestock or
poultry owner has received for disposal of the livestock or poultry under the Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) or a state program.
The payments will also be reduced by any Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP 1 and 2)
payments paid on the same inventory of swine that were depopulated.

There is no per person or legal entity payment limitation on PLIP payments. To be eligible for
payments, a person or legal entity must have an average adjusted gross income (AGI) of less than
$900,000 for tax years 2016, 2017 and 2018.

Applying for Assistance

Eligible livestock and poultry producers can apply for PLIP starting July 20, 2021, by completing the
FSA-620, Pandemic Livestock Indemnity Program application, and submitting it to any FSA county
office. Additional documentation may be required. Visit farmers.gov/plip for a copy of the Notice of
Funding Availability and more information on how to apply.
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Applications can be submitted to the FSA office at any USDA Service Center nationwide by mail, fax,
hand delivery or via electronic means. To find your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator.
Livestock and poultry producers can also call 877-508-8364 to speak directly with a USDA employee
ready to offer assistance.

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and
Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP)

ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers
who have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires,
not covered by other agricultural disaster assistance programs.

Eligible losses include:

e Livestock - grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP),
loss of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible adverse weather
event, additional cost of transporting water because of an eligible drought and additional cost
associated with gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick fever.

e Honeybee - loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, cost of
additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather
condition, colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an eligible weather event or loss
condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible adverse weather.

e Farm-Raised Fish - death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of purchased feed
due to an eligible adverse weather event.

If you've suffered eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses during calendar year 2021,
you must file:

e A notice of loss within 30 calendar days after the loss is apparent (15 days for honeybee
losses)

e An application for payment by Jan. 30, 2022.

Signature Policy

Using the correct signature when doing business with FSA can save time and prevent a delay in
program benefits.

The following are FSA signature guidelines:

e A married woman must sign her given name: Mrs. Mary Doe, not Mrs. John Doe

e For a minor, FSA requires the minor's signature and one from the minor’s parent

Note, by signing a document with a minor, the parent is liable for actions of the minor and may be
liable for refunds, liquidated damages, etc.

When signing on one’s behalf the signature must agree with the name typed or printed on the form or
be a variation that does not cause the name and signature to be in disagreement. Example - John W.
Smith is on the form. The signature may be John W. Smith or J.W. Smith or J. Smith. Or Mary J.
Smith may be signed as Mrs. Mary Joe Smith, M.J. Smith, Mary Smith, etc.
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FAXED signatures will be accepted for certain forms and other documents provided the acceptable
program forms are approved for FAXED signatures. Producers are responsible for the successful
transmission and receipt of FAXED information.

Examples of documents not approved for FAXED signatures include:

e Promissory note

e Assignment of payment

e Joint payment authorization

e Acknowledgement of commodity certificate purchase

Spouses may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and CCC programs in which either has
an interest, unless written notification denying a spouse this authority has been provided to the county
office.

Spouses cannot sign on behalf of each other as an authorized signatory for partnerships, joint
ventures, corporations or other similar entities. Likewise, a spouse cannot sign a document on behalf
of the other in order to affirm the eligibility of oneself.

Any member of a general partnership can sign on behalf of the general partnership and bind all
members unless the Articles of Partnership are more restrictive. Spouses may sign on behalf of each
other’s individual interest in a partnership, unless notification denying a spouse that authority is
provided to the county office. Acceptable signatures for general partnerships, joint ventures,
corporations, estates, and trusts must consist of an indicator “by” or “for” the individual’s name,
individual’'s name and capacity, or individual’'s name, capacity, and name of entity.

For additional clarification on proper signatures contact your local FSA office.

Applying for Farm Storage Facility Loans

The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest
financing to help you build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or used)
structures, equipment and storage and handling trucks.

Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley, minor
oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey,
renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple sap,
rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture (excluding
systems that maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified facilities include
grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible commaodities.

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement, loans between
$50,000 and $100,000 may require additional security, and loans exceeding $100,000 require
additional security.

You do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans are
designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized businesses,
new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm products, and
underserved producers.

For more information, visit fsa.usda.qgov/pricesupport.
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Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm
Loans that Fit Their Operation

Farmers and ranchers can use the Farm Loan Discovery Tool on farmgers.gov to find information on
USDA farm loans that may best fit their operations.

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance their
operations. From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can help.

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm loan staff
to better understand their needs and challenges.

How the Tool Works

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few simple
questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to borrow. After
submitting their answers, farmers will receive information on farm loans that best fit their specific
needs. The loan application and additional resources also will be provided.

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an
application to receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals, entities,
and youth, as well as information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility requirements
and a list of required forms and documentation for each type of loan. These guides can help farmers
prepare before their first USDA service center visit with a loan officer.

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking the
“Start” button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan information that is
applicable to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like Chrome,
Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not work in
Internet Explorer.

About Farmers.gov

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with an
authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process transactions, and
manage accounts.

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect farmers to
information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My Financial
Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history, payments, and
alerts by logging into the website.

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan features,
the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit
farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs that can
help their operation recover from natural disasters.

For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center at or visit farmers.gov.
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FSA Outlines MAL and LDP Policy

The 2018 Farm Bill extends loan authority through 2023 for Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) and
Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs).

MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for wheat, feed grains, soybeans, and
other oilseeds, pulse crops, rice, peanuts, cotton, wool and honey. MALs provide you with interim
financing after harvest to help you meet cash flow needs without having to sell your commodities
when market prices are typically at harvest-time lows. A producer who is eligible to obtain a loan, but
agrees to forgo the loan, may obtain an LDP if such a payment is available. Marketing loan provisions
and LDPs are not available for sugar and extra-long staple cotton.

FSA is now accepting requests for 202X MALs and LDPs for all eligible commodities after harvest.
Requests for loans and LDPs shall be made on or before the final availability date for the respective
commodities.

Commodity certificates are available to loan holders who have outstanding nonrecourse loans for
wheat, upland cotton, rice, feed grains, pulse crops (dry peas, lentils, large and small chickpeas),
peanuts, wool, soybeans and designated minor oilseeds. These certificates can be purchased at the
posted county price (or adjusted world price or national posted price) for the quantity of commodity
under loan, and must be immediately exchanged for the collateral, satisfying the loan. MALs
redeemed with commodity certificates are not subject to Adjusted Gross Income provisions.

To be considered eligible for an LDP, you must have form CCC-633EZ, Page 1 on file at your local
FSA Office before losing beneficial interest in the crop. Pages 2, 3 or 4 of the form must be submitted
when payment is requested.

Marketing loan gains (MLGs) and loan deficiency payments (LDPs) are no longer subject to payment
limitations, actively engaged in farming and cash-rent tenant rules.

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions state that if your total applicable three-year average AGI
exceeds $900,000, then you're not eligible to receive an MLG or LDP. You must have a valid CCC-
941 on file to earn a market gain of LDP. The AGI does not apply to MALs redeemed with commaodity
certificate exchange.

For more information and additional eligibility requirements, contact your local USDA Service Center
at or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Making Farm Reconstitutions

When changes in farm ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. The
reconstitution — or recon — is the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on
the farming operation.

To be effective for the current Fiscal Year (FY), farm combinations and farm divisions must be
requested by August 1 of the FY for farms subject to the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price
Loss Coverage (PLC) program. A reconstitution is considered to be requested when all of the required
signatures are on FSA-155 and all other applicable documentation, such as proof of ownership, is
submitted.

Total Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and non-ARC/PLC farms may be reconstituted at any
time.
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The following are the different methods used when doing a farm recon:

o Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments and quotas for a parent farm among heirs
in settling an estate

e Designation of Landowner Method — may be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or
ownership is transferred; (2) an entire farm is sold to two or more persons; (3) farm ownership
is transferred to two or more persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or ownership is transferred; (5)
a tract is sold to two or more persons; or (6) tract ownership is transferred to two or more
persons. In order to use this method, the land sold must have been owned for at least three
years, or a waiver granted, and the buyer and seller must sign a Memorandum of
Understanding

e DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in the same proportion that the DCP cropland
for each resulting tract relates to the DCP cropland on the parent tract

o Default Method — the division of bases for a parent farm with each tract maintaining the
bases attributed to the tract level when the reconstitution is initiated in the system.

For questions on your farm reconstitution, contact your local USDA Service Center.

South Carolina Farm Service Agency

1927 Thurmond Mall
Suite 100
Columbia, SC 29201

Phone: 803.806-3820
Website: www.fsa.usda.gov/sc

Acting State Executive Director
Kenn Jameson

kenn.jameson@usda.gov

Administrative Officer
Kenn Jameson

kenn.jameson@usda.gov

Farm Programs Chief
Evelyn Whitesides

evelyn.whitesides@usda.gov

Farm Loan Programs Chief
William Shelley
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