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A Note from State Executive Director Laurie
Funderburk

Greetings, South Carolina Producers!

| hope your planting season is going well! As summer heats up,
please be mindful of sun and heat exposure, and take
precautions to be safe when outdoors. Drought is a major
concern for many of our counties. There are resources available
to producers who would like to learn more about drought in their area. A great resource is Ask
the Expert: Understanding the U.S. Drought Monitor, a Farmers.gov blog article with
climatologist Brian Fuchs that discusses the U.S. Drought Monitor, the USDA programs
triggered by the Monitor data, and how the data can aid agricultural producers as they make
decisions.

The nomination period for FSA County Committee (COC) Elections begins on June 15 and
runs until August 1. If you or a fellow farmer are interested in serving on your local County
Committee, please visit your local FSA office for more information. County Committees are a
critical component of the day-to-day operations of FSA: the Committees make determinations
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on programs such as disaster assistance, make certain hiring decisions, assist with outreach,
and ensure the fair and equitable administration of FSA farm programs in their counties.

Lastly, the 2022 Census of Agriculture data collection begins in November. Agriculture
producers who did not receive the 2017 Census of Agriculture and do not receive other USDA
surveys or censuses have until June 30 to sign up at nass.usda.gov/AgCensus to receive the
2022 Census of Agriculture. The Ag Census includes every American operation — large or
small, urban or rural — from which $1,000 or more of agricultural products are produced and
sold in the ag census year. A complete count, with every producer represented, is vital.

Be safe out there and thank you for all you do!

Laurie Slade Funderburk
State Executive Director

Farm Service Agency Now Accepting Nominations
for Farmers and Ranchers to Serve on Local
County Committees

B The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service
County Commitines B Agency (FSA) is now accepting nominations for county
ARSE, committee members. Elections will occur in certain Local
B Administrative Areas (LAA) for members. LAAs are elective
areas for FSA committees in a single county or multi-county
jurisdiction. This may include LAAs that are focused on an urban
or suburban area.

NORSHATIOANS ACCEPTED RO TH

County committee members make important decisions about how Federal farm programs are
administered locally. All nomination forms for the 2022 election must be postmarked or
received in the local FSA office by Aug. 1, 2022.

Agricultural producers who participate or cooperate in a USDA program and reside in the LAA
that is up for election this year, may be nominated for candidacy for the county committee. A
cooperating producer is someone who has provided information about their farming or
ranching operation to FSA, even if they have not applied or received program benefits.
Individuals may nominate themselves or others and qualifying organizations may also
nominate candidates. USDA encourages minority producers, women, and beginning farmers
or ranchers to nominate, vote and hold office.

Nationwide, more than 7,700 dedicated members of the agricultural community serve on FSA
county committees. The committees are made up of three to 11 members who serve three-
year terms. Producers serving on FSA county committees play a critical role in the day-to-day
operations of the agency. Committee members are vital to how FSA carries out disaster
programs, as well as conservation, commodity and price support programs, county office
employment and other agricultural issues.

More Information

Producers should contact their local FSA office today to register and find out how to get
involved in their county’s election, including if their LAA is up for election this year. To be
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considered, a producer must be registered and sign an FSA-669A nomination form. Urban
farmers should use an FSA-669-A-3 for urban county committees. The form and other
information about FSA county committee elections are available at fsa.usda.gov/elections.

Election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters beginning Nov. 7, 2022. Producers can find
their local USDA Service Center at farmers.gov/service-locator.

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. In the Biden-
Harris administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus on
more resilient local and regional food production, fairer markets for all producers, ensuring
access to safe, healthy and nutritious food in all communities, building new markets and
streams of income for farmers and producers using climate smart food and forestry practices,
making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy capabilities in rural America,
and committing to equity across the Department by removing systemic barriers and building a
workforce more representative of America. To learn more, visit www.usda.gov.

Gear Up for the 2022 Hurricane Season

) :r "M Hurricane season is officially underway, and it lasts until
S f"‘.“; November 30. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric
' &1 Administration (NOAA) predicts that the 2022 hurricane season
“ will be above normal in the Atlantic and produce 14 to 21 named
&% storms with six to 10 hurricanes and three to six major
@ hurricanes. Additionally, NOAA predicts that the eastern Pacific
& hurricane season will produce 10 to 17 named storms, with four
to eight hurricanes and zero to three major hurricanes.

Take precautions to prepare and protect your family and agricultural operation.

1. Develop an Emergency Plan - Ensure your household and employees know your
hurricane plan, including meeting points, emergency contact lists, and alternate
evacuation routes in case infrastructure is damaged.

2. Remove Debris and Secure Large Objects - Clean out culverts, ditches, and other
drainage areas, especially before and during peak hurricane season to reduce water
damage. Most injuries to animals, people, or structures during a hurricane are caused
by flying objects. To lessen the risk, minimize the presence of equipment, supplies,
and debris that may become airborne during high winds or encountered in
floodwaters.

3. Secure Important Records and Documents- Pre- and post-hurricane documentation
is extremely important for insurance compensation and recovery assistance. You'll
want to have thorough records of damages and losses sustained on your farm as well
as documentation of your cleanup and recovery efforts.

o ltis critical to document inventory of farm buildings, vehicles, equipment, and
livestock before a disaster occurs. Take photos, videos, or make written lists
with descriptions. Keep copies of this inventory in multiple places: computer,
off-site in a safe location, and on a cloud-based server where information is
transmitted and saved weekly.
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4. Know Your Insurance Options- Regularly review your insurance policies with your
agent to be sure you have adequate coverage, including flood insurance, for your
facilities, vehicles, farm buildings, crops and livestock. Note, there are limitations on
how soon insurance coverage will take effect. Generally, insurance policies will not
cover damage if the policy was not in place before a disaster.

5. Gather Supplies - Have drinking water, canned food, a generator, batteries, a
flashlight, and fuel available in case you lose power. For widespread outages, credit
and debit cards may not work, so have cash handy.

6. Access Real-time Emergency Information- Download the FEMA app for free on the
App Store and Google Play for safety tips on what to do before, during, and after
disasters. Subscribe to the USDA’s Farm Production and Conservation text message
and email service to receive real-time, local operational and recovery information from
the Farm Service Agency, Natural Resources Conservation Service, and Risk
Management Agency.

On farmers.gov, the Hurricane Webpage, Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-
Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can help producers and landowners
determine program or loan options. For assistance with a crop insurance claim, producers and
landowners should contact their crop insurance agent. For FSA and NRCS programs, they
should contact their local USDA Service Center.

Sign Up to be Counted in the 2022 Census of
Agriculture by June 30

IZ5 =R Sign up and be counted in the 2022 Ag Census! Agriculture
producers who did not receive the 2017 Census of Agriculture
and do not receive other USDA surveys or censuses have until
¥ June 30 to sign up to receive the 2022 Census of Agriculture at
: B nass.usda.gov/AgCensus. This once-every-five-years data
‘.1 collection begins this November.
SIGN UP TO BE COUNTED. 9
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The Ag Census includes every American operation — large or
small, urban or rural — from which $1,000 or more of agricultural products are produced and
sold, or would normally be produced and sold, in the ag census year. This can include hobby
farms with livestock, such as chickens or horses, or crops growing in the backyard or on a
rooftop. The data inform policy and program decisions that directly impact producers, their
operations, industries, and communities. A complete count, with every producer getting and
taking the opportunity to be represented in these data, is vital.

On the NASS Ag Census webpage, producers can also access frequently asked questions,
explore past and current Ag Census data, access tools to help spread the word about the
upcoming Ag Census, learn about Ag Census special studies, and more.
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USDA to Allow Producers to Request Voluntary
Termination of Conservation Reserve Program
Contract

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will allow Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
participants who are in the final year of their CRP contract to request voluntary termination of
their CRP contract following the end of the primary nesting season for fiscal year 2022.
Participants approved for this one-time, voluntary termination will not have to repay rental
payments, a flexibility implemented this year to help mitigate the global food supply challenges
caused by the Russian invasion of Ukraine and other factors. Today, USDA also announced
additional flexibilities for the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) and
Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP).

FSA is mailing letters to producers with expiring acres that detail this flexibility and share other
options, such as re-enrolling sensitive acres in the CRP Continuous signup and considering
growing organic crops. Producers will be asked to make the request for voluntary termination
in writing through their local USDA Service Center.

If approved for voluntary termination, preparations can occur after the conclusion of the
primary nesting season. Producers will then be able to hay, graze, begin land preparation
activities and plant a fall-seeded crop before October 1, 2022. For land in colder climates, this
flexibility may allow for better establishment of a winter wheat crop or better prepare the land
for spring planting.

Organic Considerations

Since CRP land typically does not have a recent history of pesticide or herbicide application,
USDA is encouraging producers to consider organic production. USDA’s Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) provides technical and financial assistance to help producers
plan and implement conservation practices, including those that work well for organic
operations, such as pest management and mulching. Meanwhile, FSA offers cost-share for
certification costs and other fees.

Other CRP Options

Participants can also choose to enroll all or part of their expiring acres into the Continuous
CRP signup for 2022. Important conservation benefits may still be achieved by re-enrolling
sensitive acres such as buffers or wetlands. Expiring water quality practices such as filter
strips, grass waterways, and riparian buffers may be eligible to be reenrolled under the Clean
Lakes, Estuaries, and Rivers (CLEAR) and CLEAR 30 options under CRP. Additionally,
expiring continuous CRP practices such as shelterbelts, field windbreaks, and other buffer
practices may also be re-enrolled to provide benefits for organic farming operations.

If producers are not planning to farm the land from their expiring CRP contract, the Transition
Incentives Program (TIP) may also provide them two additional annual rental payments after
their contract expires on the condition that they sell or rent their land to a beginning or veteran
farmer or rancher or a member of a socially disadvantaged group.


https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA2MTUuNTk0NDgwNjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mc2EudXNkYS5nb3YvQXNzZXRzL1VTREEtRlNBLVB1YmxpYy91c2RhZmlsZXMvQ29uc2VydmF0aW9uL1BERi9leHBpcmluZy1jcnAtbGV0dGVyLWRhZnAtc2lnbmVkLnBkZj91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.G2uIgM_GjTn3ez43V6hCMqaIK1l6r2cUh2JHGnS38v0/s/1509811496/br/133009111676-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA2MTUuNTk0NDgwNjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmZhcm1lcnMuZ292L3NlcnZpY2UtbG9jYXRvcj91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.dDKMTzCo3Tc0f5zvvDhoV_VdaVlOCOyDOHXe7cdu4yA/s/1509811496/br/133009111676-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA2MTUuNTk0NDgwNjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mc2EudXNkYS5nb3YvQXNzZXRzL1VTREEtRlNBLVB1YmxpYy91c2RhZmlsZXMvQ29uc2VydmF0aW9uL1BERi9wcmltYXJ5X25lc3Rpbmdfc2Vhc29uc181XzIzXzIwMjIucGRmP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.HwmBScadpLYy6ju8FhilpccqH_baML0YfBI_wHHohPo/s/1509811496/br/133009111676-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA2MTUuNTk0NDgwNjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5ucmNzLnVzZGEuZ292L3dwcy9wb3J0YWwvbnJjcy9tYWluL25hdGlvbmFsL29yZ2FuaWMvP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.N9f4gMI818kArdT9hLAY3oj-m85lCV8WgNc1VPzJucw/s/1509811496/br/133009111676-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA2MTUuNTk0NDgwNjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mc2EudXNkYS5nb3YvbmV3cy1yb29tL25ld3MtcmVsZWFzZXMvMjAyMi91c2RhLWFjY2VwdGluZy1hcHBsaWNhdGlvbnMtdG8taGVscC1jb3Zlci1jb3N0cy1vZi1vcmdhbmljLXRyYW5zaXRpb25pbmctcHJvZHVjZXJzP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.JYjW7T48LpenxxVQdCdX118vwbp496Sdh73V5WRu8EU/s/1509811496/br/133009111676-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA2MTUuNTk0NDgwNjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mc2EudXNkYS5nb3YvbmV3cy1yb29tL25ld3MtcmVsZWFzZXMvMjAyMi91c2RhLWFjY2VwdGluZy1hcHBsaWNhdGlvbnMtdG8taGVscC1jb3Zlci1jb3N0cy1vZi1vcmdhbmljLXRyYW5zaXRpb25pbmctcHJvZHVjZXJzP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.JYjW7T48LpenxxVQdCdX118vwbp496Sdh73V5WRu8EU/s/1509811496/br/133009111676-l

Producers interested in the Continuous CRP signup, CLEAR 30, or TIP should contact FSA
by Aug. 5, 2022.

NRCS Conservation Programs

USDA also encourages producers to consider NRCS conservation programs, which help
producers integrate conservation on croplands, grazing lands and other agricultural
landscapes. EQIP and CSP can help producers plant cover crops, manage nutrients and
improve irrigation and grazing systems. Additionally, the Agricultural Conservation Easement
Program (ACEP), or state or private easement programs, may be such an option. In many
cases, a combination of approaches can be taken on the same parcel. For example, riparian
areas or other sensitive parts of a parcel may be enrolled in continuous CRP and the
remaining land that is returned to farming can participate in CSP or EQIP and may be eligible
to receive additional ranking points.

Other Flexibilities to Support Conservation

Additionally, NRCS is also offering a new flexibility for EQIP and CSP participants who have
cover cropping including in their existing contracts. NRCS will allow participants to either
modify their plans to plant a cover crop (and instead shift to a conservation crop rotation) or
delay their cover crop plans a year, without needing to terminate the existing contract. This will
allow for flexibility to respond to market signals while still ensuring the conservation benefits
through NRCS financial and technical assistance for participating producers.

More Information

Producers and landowners can learn more about these options by contacting FSA and NRCS
at their local USDA Service Center.

Five Facts About the United States Drought
Monitor

This is likely no surprise to you, but drought persists across the western U.S. and is
intensifying in some areas. No geographic area is immune to the potential of drought at any
given time. The U.S. Drought Monitor provides a weekly drought assessment, and it plays an
important role in USDA programs that help farmers and ranchers recover from drought.

Fact #1 - Numerous agencies use the Drought Monitor to inform drought-related
decisions.

The map identifies areas of drought and labels them by intensity on a weekly basis. It
categorizes the entire country as being in one of six levels of drought. The first two, None and
Abnormally Dry (DO0), are not considered to be drought. The next four describe increasing
levels of drought: Moderate (D1), Severe (D2), Extreme (D3) and Exceptional (D4).

While many entities consult the Drought Monitor for drought information, drought declarations
are made by federal, state and local agencies that may or may not use the Drought Monitor to
inform their decisions. Some of the ways USDA uses it to determine a producer’s eligibility for
certain drought assistance programs, like the Livestock Forage Disaster
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Program and Emergency Haying or Grazing on Conservation Reserve Program acres and to
“fast-track” Secretarial drought disaster designations.

Fact #2 - U.S. Drought Monitor is made with more than precipitation data.

When you think about drought, you probably think about water, or the lack of it. Precipitation
plays a major role in the creation of the Drought Monitor, but the map’s author

considers numerous indicators, including drought impacts and local insight from over 450
expert observers around the country. Authors use several dozen indicators to assess drought,
including precipitation, streamflow, reservoir levels, temperature and evaporative demand, soil
moisture and vegetation health. Because the drought monitor depicts both short and long-term
drought conditions, the authors must look at data for multiple timeframes. The final map
produced each week represents a summary of the story being told by all the pieces of data.
To help tell that story, authors don’t just look at data. They converse over the course of the
map-making week with experts across the country and draw information about drought
impacts from media reports and private citizens.

Fact #3 - A real person, using real data, updates the map.

Each week’s map author, not a computer, processes and analyzes data to update the drought
monitor. The map authors are trained climatologists or meteorologists from the National
Drought Mitigation Center at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln (the academic partner and
website host of the Drought Monitor), the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
and USDA. The author’s job is to do what a computer can’t — use their expertise to reconcile
the sometimes-conflicting stories told by each stream of data into a single assessment.

Fact #4 - The Drought Monitor provides a current snapshot, not a forecast.

The Drought Monitor is a “snapshot” of conditions observed during the most recent week and
builds off the previous week’s map. The map is released on Thursdays and depicts conditions
based on data for the week that ended the preceding Tuesday. Rain that falls on the
Wednesday just before the USDM’s release won'’t be reflected until the next map is published.
This provides a consistent, week-to-week product and gives the author a window to assess
the data and come up with a final map.

Fact #5 — Your input can be part of the drought-monitoring process.

State climatologists and other trained observers in the drought monitoring network relay on-
the-ground information from numerous sources to the US Drought monitor author each week.
That can include information that you contribute.

The Drought Monitor serves as a trigger for multiple forms of federal disaster relief for
agricultural producers, and sometimes producers contact the author to suggest that drought
conditions in their area are worse than what the latest drought monitor shows. When the
author gets a call like that, it prompts them to look closely at all available data for that area, to
see whether measurements of precipitation, temperature, soil moisture and other indicators
corroborate producer-submitted reports. This is the process that authors follow whether they
receive one report or one hundred reports, although reports from more points may help state
officials and others know where to look for impacts.

There are multiple ways to contribute your observations:
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1. Talk to your state climatologist - Find the current list at the American Association of
State Climatologists website.

Email - Emails sent to droughtmonitor@unl.edu inform the USDM authors.

Become a CoCoRaHS observer - Submit drought reports along with daily
precipitation observations to the Community Collaborative Rain, Hail & Snow Network.

4. Submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) - go.unl.edu/CMOR.

For more information, read our Ask the Expert blog with a NDMC climatoloqist or
visit farmers.gov/protection-recovery.

Tree Assistance Program

If you're an orchardist or nursery tree grower who experienced losses from natural disasters
during calendar year 2022, you must submit a TAP application either 90 calendar days after
the disaster event or the date when the loss is apparent.

TAP provides financial assistance to help you replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and
vines damaged by natural disasters.

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial
purposes. Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced
for commercial sale. Trees used for pulp or timber are ineligible.

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15
percent mortality from an eligible natural disaster, plus an adjustment for normal mortality. The
eligible trees, bushes or vines must have been owned when the natural disaster occurred;
however, eligible growers are not required to own the land on which the eligible trees, bushes
and vines were planted.

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced
within 12 months from the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of
acres planted to trees, bushes or vines, for which you can receive TAP payments, cannot
exceed 1,000 acres annually.

USDA Reminds Producers to File Crop Acreage
Reports

Agricultural producers who have not yet completed their crop acreage reports after spring
planting should make an appointment with their local Farm Service Agency (FSA) before the
applicable deadline.

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended uses. Filing
an accurate and timely acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage
and prevented planted acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits.
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How to File a Report

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable in South Carolina:

(except Nursery)

Crops Crop Reporting Dates

Honey January 2

épples, Blueberries, anola, Peaches, January 15
all-Seeded Small Grains

Tomatoes (Planted 3/15 — 4/30) May 15

}AII other crops, Perennial Forage (see below July 15

or NAP eligibility)

CRP July 15

Hemp July 31

Tomatoes (Planted 7/1- 7/15) August 15

Value-loss and controlled environment crops September 30

Apiculture

November 15

Clams

November 30

Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other
digital tools. Because of the pandemic, some USDA Service Centers are open to limited
visitors. Contact your local County FSA office to set up an in-person or phone appointment.

To file a crop acreage report, you will need to provide:

e Crop and crop type or variety.
e Intended use of the crop.
e Number of acres of the crop.

e Map with approximate boundaries for the crop.
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e Planting date(s).

e Planting pattern, when applicable.

e Producer shares.

e Irrigation practice(s).

e Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable.
e Other information as required.

Acreage Reporting Details

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:

e If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must
be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

e If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring
the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster,
were unable to plant. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice
of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and
USDA'’s Risk Management Agency.

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the
acreage reporting date for NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15
calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.

USDA Updates Farm Loan Programs to Increase
Equity

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is updating its farm loan programs to better
support current borrowers, including historically underserved producers. These improvements
are part of USDA’s commitment to increase equity in all programs, including farm loans that
provide important access to capital for covering operating expenses and purchasing land and
equipment.

The 2018 Farm Bill authorized FSA to provide equitable relief to certain direct loan borrowers,
who are non-compliant with program requirements due to good faith reliance on a material
action of, advice of, or non-action from an FSA official. Previously, borrowers may have been
required to immediately repay the loan or convert it to a non-program loan with higher interest
rates, less favorable terms, and limited loan servicing.

Now, FSA has additional flexibilities to assist borrowers in such situations. If the agency
provided incorrect guidance to an existing direct loan borrower, the agency may provide
equitable relief to that borrower. FSA may assist the borrower by allowing the borrower to
keep their loans at current rates or other terms received in association with the loan which



was determined to be noncompliant or the borrower may receive other equitable relief for the
loan as the Agency determines to be appropriate.

USDA encourages producers to reach out to their local loan officials to ensure they fully
understand the wide range of loan and servicing options available that can assist them in
starting, expanding or maintaining their operation.

Additional Updates

Equitable relief is one of several changes authorized by the 2018 Farm Bill that USDA has
made to the direct and guaranteed loan programs. Other changes that were previously
implemented include:

e Modifying the existing three-year farming experience requirement for Direct Farm
Ownership loans to include additional items as acceptable experience.

e Allowing socially disadvantaged and beginning farmer applicants to receive a
guarantee equal to 95%, rather than the otherwise applicable 90% guarantee.

o Expanding the definition of and providing additional benefits to veteran farmers.

¢ Allowing borrowers who received restructuring with a write down to maintain eligibility
for an Emergency loan.

o Expanding the scope of eligible issues and persons covered under the agricultural
Certified Mediation Program.

Additional information on these changes is available in the March 8, 2022 rule on the Federal
Register.

More Background

FSA has taken other recent steps to increase equity in its programs. Last summer, USDA
announced it was providing $67 million in competitive loans through its new Heirs’ Property
Relending Program to help agricultural producers and landowners resolve heirs’ land
ownership and succession issues. FSA also invested $4.7 million to establish partnerships
with organizations to provide outreach and technical assistance to historically underserved
farmers and ranchers, which contributed to a fourfold increase in participation by historically
underserved producers in the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2 (CFAP 2), a key
pandemic assistance program, since April 2021.

Additionally, in January 2021, Secretary Vilsack announced a temporary suspension of past-
due debt collection and foreclosures for distressed direct loan borrowers due to the economic
hardship imposed by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Producers can explore available loan options using the Farm Loan Discover Tool on
farmers.gov (also available in Spanish) or by contacting their local USDA Service Center.
Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other
digital tools. Due to the pandemic, some USDA Service Centers are open to limited visitors.
Producers can contact their local Service Center to set up an in-person or phone appointment
to discuss loan options.
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FSA Offers Loan Servicing Options

There are options for Farm Service Agency (FSA) loan customers during financial stress. If
you are a borrower who is unable to make payments on a loan, contact your local FSA Farm
Loan Manager to learn about your options.

South Carolina Farm Service Agency

1927 Thurmond Mall
Suite 100
Columbia, SC 29201

Phone: 803.806-3820
Website: www.fsa.usda.gov/sc

State Executive Director State Committee:
Laurie Funderburk

laurie.funderburk@usda.gov Anthony Grant, Committee Chair

Administrative Officer Lawrence Weathers
Kenn Jameson

kenn.jameson@usda.gov Mary Frances Koon

Farm Programs Chief J.E.B. Wilson
Linda Williams

linda.c.williams@usda.gov

Farm Loan Programs Chief
William Shelley

william.shelley@usda.gov
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