USDA Farm Service Agency

"' U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

South Carolina FSA Newsletter for Farmers and Ranchers - June 2023

In This Issue:

« A Note from State Executive Director Laurie Funderburk

o Gear Up for the 2023 Hurricane Season

e Farm Service Agency Now Accepting Nominations for Farmers and Ranchers
to Serve on Local County Committees

o USDA Extends Application Deadline for Revenue Loss Programs to July 14

« USDA Announces New Steps to Enhance Organic Markets and Support
Producers

e Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-Raised Fish
Program (ELAP)

¢ FSA is Accepting CRP Continuous Enrollment Offers

o USDA Reminds South Carolina Producers to File Crop Acreage Reports

o Avoid Scams Related to USDA Financial Assistance for Farmers Facing
Discrimination

¢ Farmers.qov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans that Fit Their
Operation

A Note from State Executive Director Laurie
Funderburk

Greetings, South Carolina Producers!

l June officially marks the beginning of summer. As the weather warms up,
please use caution when working outdoors. June also celebrates the
™ special men in our lives on Father's Day, June 18". To all the farming
|| fathers out there, like my father Larry Slade, a livestock farmer and forester
28 in Camden, SC, thank you for your contributions to South Carolina

" agriculture, as well as being a role model for future generations. We
appreciate you!

Hurricane season begins June 1, and even though tropical storms and
hurricanes can happen at any time during the year, they’re most common
during the six-month Atlantic hurricane season from June 1 to November 30. As with any natural
disaster, it's always best to prepare well in advance. It's easy for you and your family to get
prepared using Ready.gov’s hurricane resources. So, make your emergency plan, know your
evacuation zone, recognize warnings and alerts, strengthen your home and gather supplies, and
get tech ready. Additional resources and information can be found at the South Carolina
Emergency Management Division.

| would also like to inform you that the nomination period for FSA County Committee (COC)
Elections began on yesterday, June 15, and runs until August 1. If you or a fellow farmer are
interested in serving on your local County Committee, please visit your local FSA office for more
information. County Committees are a critical component of the day-to-day operations of FSA.
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They help make determinations on programs, such as disaster assistance, hiring decisions, and
assists with outreach, as well as ensure the fair and equitable administration of FSA farm
programs in their counties.

Lastly, USDA is extending the deadline for the Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Phase Two and
Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program (PARP) to July 14, 2023, to give producers more time to
apply for assistance. The original deadline was June 2. FSA offers an online ERP tool and PARP
tool that can help producers determine what is considered allowable gross revenue for each
respective program. Producers should contact their local FSA office to make an appointment to
apply for ERP Phase Two and PARP assistance.

Again, be safe out there, and thank you for all you do!

Laurie Slade Funderburk
State Executive Director

Gear Up for the 2023 Hurricane Season

B SRR Hurricane season is officially underway and lasts until November 30.
' g “8 The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)

A predicts that the 2023 hurricane season will be near normal in the
" Atlantic and produce 12 to 17 named storms, of which five to nine
%% could become hurricanes, including one to four major hurricanes.

: _'. USDA encourages producers to prepare and protect their family and
* agricultural operations.

1. Develop an Emergency Plan - Ensure your household and employees know your
hurricane plan, including meeting points, emergency contact lists, and alternate evacuation
routes in case infrastructure is damaged.

2. Remove Debris and Secure Large Objects - Clean out culverts, ditches, and other
drainage areas, especially before and during peak hurricane season to reduce water
damage. Most injuries to animals, people, or structures during a hurricane are caused by
flying objects. To lessen the risk, minimize the presence of equipment, supplies, and
debris that may become airborne during high winds or encountered in floodwaters.

3. Secure Important Records and Documents- Pre- and post-hurricane documentation is
extremely important for insurance compensation and recovery assistance. You'll want to
have thorough records of damages and losses sustained on your farm as well as
documentation of your cleanup and recovery efforts.

o ltis critical to document inventory of farm buildings, vehicles, equipment, and
livestock before a disaster occurs. Take photos, videos, or make written lists with
descriptions. Keep copies of this inventory in multiple places: computer, off-site in
a safe location, and on a cloud-based server where information is transmitted and
saved weekly.

4. Know Your Insurance Options- Regularly review your insurance policies with your agent
to be sure you have adequate coverage, including flood insurance, for your facilities,
vehicles, farm buildings, crops and livestock. Note, there are limitations on how soon
insurance coverage will take effect. Generally, insurance policies will not cover damage if
the policy was not in place before a disaster.

5. Gather Supplies - Have drinking water, canned food, a generator, batteries, a flashlight,
and fuel available in case you lose power. For widespread outages, credit and debit cards
may not work, so have cash handy.

6. Access Real-time Emergency Information- Download the FEMA app for free on the App
Store and Google Play for safety tips on what to do before, during, and after disasters.
Subscribe to our text message and email service to receive real-time, local operational and
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recovery information from the Farm Service Agency, Natural Resources Conservation
Service and Risk Management Agency.

On farmers.gov, the Hurricane Webpage, Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-
Glance fact sheet, and_Loan Assistance Tool can help producers and landowners determine
program or loan options. For assistance with a crop insurance claim, producers and landowners
should contact their crop insurance agent. For FSA and NRCS programs, they should contact their
local USDA Service Center.

Farm Service Agency Now Accepting Nominations
for Farmers and Ranchers to Serve on Local County
Committees

presewell The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is now accepting
L | EAD YOUR FSA nominations for county committee members for elections that will
. occur later this year. Additionally, USDA’s Farm Service Agency
' (FSA) is unveiling a new GIS tool to make it easier for producers to
“- participate in the nomination and election processes for county
M committee members, who make important decisions on how federal
farm programs are administered locally.

'BETHELINK

All nomination forms for the 2023 election must be postmarked or received in the local FSA office
by Aug. 1, 2023.

Elections will occur in certain Local Administrative Areas (LAA) for members. LAAs are elective
areas for FSA committees in a single county or multi-county jurisdiction and they may include
LAAs that are focused on an urban or suburban area.

Customers can locate their LAA through a new GIS locator tool available at
fsa.usda.gov/elections.

Agricultural producers may be nominated for candidacy for the county committee if they:

e Participate or cooperate in a USDA program; and
e Reside in the LAA that is up for election this year.

A cooperating producer is someone who has provided information about their farming or ranching
operation to FSA, even if they have not applied or received program benefits. Individuals may
nominate themselves or others and qualifying organizations may also nominate candidates. USDA
encourages minority producers, women and beginning farmers or ranchers to nominate, vote and
hold office.

Nationwide, more than 7,700 dedicated members of the agricultural community serve on FSA
county committees. The committees are made up of three to 11 members who serve three-year
terms. Committee members are vital to how FSA carries out disaster programs, as well as
conservation, commaodity and price support programs, county office employment and other
agricultural issues.

More Information

Producers should contact their local FSA office today to register and find out how to get involved
in their county’s election, including if their LAA is up for election this year. To be considered, a
producer must be registered and sign an FSA-669A nomination form. Nomination forms and other
information about FSA county committee elections are available at fsa.usda.gov/elections.

Election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters beginning Nov. 6, 2023.
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USDA Extends Application Deadline for Revenue
Loss Programs to July 14

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is extending the deadline
for the Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Phase Two and Pandemic
Assistance Revenue Program (PARP) to July 14, 2023, to give

# - producers more time to apply for assistance. The original deadline

» was June 2.

' Addltlonally, USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is partnering with

~%% nine organizations to provide educational and technical assistance to
agricultural producers and provide assistance in completing an ERP Phase Two application. The
extended deadline will give producers more time to work with these partner organizations and
apply for assistance.

Cooperative Agreements for ERP Phase Two Application Assistance

Through cooperative agreements with FSA, the following organizations are providing free
assistance to producers across the United States and territories.

e Alabama State Association of Cooperatives

e Farmers Legal Action Group, INC.

e Flower Hill Institute

e Intertribal Agriculture Council, Inc,
e North South Institute
e Renewing the Countryside I

e Rural Advancement Foundation International - USA

e Rural Coalition
e Texas Small Farmers and Ranchers CBO

Depending on a producer’s location, these nine partners can provide assistance either by phone
or through online meeting software like Zoom or Microsoft Teams.

There is never a charge for technical assistance provided by FSA employees or cooperative
agreement recipients. These organizations will assist producers with completing the application
and any follow-up future insurance coverage requirements. Producers who receive ERP payments
are statutorily required to purchase crop insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) coverage for the next two available crop years. These organizations will not collect
producer records, complete or sign the application form, or act on the producer’s behalf in any way
throughout this process.

Find more information on FSA cooperative agreements and contact information for the nine
organizations please visit fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/cooperative-agreements/index.

PARP Application Assistance

USDA will host a webinar that focus on completing the PARP application form on June 8, 2023
from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. eastern with members of the National Farm Income Tax Extension
Committee. Register here.

Eligibility

To be eligible for ERP Phase Two, producers must have suffered a decrease in allowable gross
revenue in 2020 or 2021 due to necessary expenses related to losses of eligible crops from a
qualifying natural disaster event. Assistance will be primarily to producers of crops that were not
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covered by Federal Crop Insurance or NAP, since crops covered by Federal Crop Insurance and
NAP were included in the assistance under ERP Phase One.

To be eligible for PARP, an agricultural producer must have been in the business of farming
during at least part of the 2020 calendar year and had a 15% or greater decrease in allowable
gross revenue for the 2020 calendar year, as compared to a baseline year.

FSA offers an online ERP tool and PARP tool that can help producers determine what is
considered allowable gross revenue for each respective program.

Producers should contact their local FSA office to make an appointment to apply for ERP Phase
Two and PARP assistance. Producers should also keep in mind that July 15 is a major deadline to
complete acreage reports for most crops. FSA encourages producers to complete the ERP Phase
Two application, PARP application and acreage reporting during the same office visit.

More Information

For more information, view the ERP Phase Two Fact Sheet, PARP Fact Sheet, the ERP Phase
Two-PARP Comparison Fact Sheet, ERP Phase Two application video tutorial, PARP application
video tutorial, myth-buster blog or contact your local USDA Service Center.

USDA Announces New Steps to Enhance Organic
Markets and Support Producers

The USDA is taking additional steps as part of its commitment to strengthen the market for
domestically grown organic goods, and to support producers seeking organic certification. These
funding opportunities are part of the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Organic Transition
Initiative, launched in fall 2022, which is a suite of offerings to help existing organic farmers and
those transitioning to organic production and processing.

Consumer demand for organically produced goods surpassed $67 billion in 2022, and multi-year
trends of strong growth in the sector provide market incentives for U.S. farmers across a broad
range of products. However, through public comment and listening sessions USDA has heard that
producers may be less willing to commit to the three-year transition to organic certification
because of risks related to inadequate organic processing, storage, and handling capacity, cost
barriers due to limited markets for rotational crops, a lack of certainty about market access, and
insufficient supply of certain organic ingredients. The organic livestock and processed product
markets depend heavily on imported agricultural products for feed grains and key ingredients.
These are longstanding market issues that were brought into sharp focus due to the impacts of the
pandemic and international conflicts in critical overseas organic supply regions, resulting in
limitations on certain domestic organic products in the face of rising demand.

Cost Share for Organic Certification

As part of USDA'’s broader effort to support organic producers and in response to stakeholder
feedback, this year the Farm Service Agency increased the cost share amount under the Organic
Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP), which helps organic producers cover organic
certification costs, to the maximum amount allowed by statute.

Specifically, FSA will cover up to 75% of costs associated with organic certification, up to $750 for
crops, wild crops, livestock, processing/handling and state organic program fees (California only).
OCCSP will cover costs incurred from Oct. 1, 2022, through Sept. 30, 2023.

FSA begins accepting applications for OCCSP Monday, May 15. Applications are due Oct. 31,
2023. To apply, producers and handlers should contact the FSA at their local USDA Service
Center. As part of completing the OCCSP application, producers and handlers will need to provide
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documentation of their organic certification and eligible expenses. Organic producers and handlers
may also apply for OCCSP through participating state departments of agriculture.

FSA is also accepting applications from state departments of agriculture to administer OCCSP.
FSA will post a synopsis of the funding opportunity on grants.gov and will send more information
to all eligible state departments of agriculture. Additional details can be found on the OCCSP
webpage. More information about these initiatives and more can be found at farmers.gov/organic-
transition-initiative.

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and
Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP)

ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish
producers who have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as
blizzards and wildfires, not covered by other agricultural disaster assistance programs.

Eligible losses include:

o Livestock - grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster Program
(LFP), loss of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible
adverse weather event, additional cost of transporting water because of an eligible drought
and additional cost associated with gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick fever.

e Honeybee - loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, cost of
additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather
condition, colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an eligible weather event or
loss condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible adverse weather.

e Farm-Raised Fish - death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of purchased
feed due to an eligible adverse weather event.

If you've suffered eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses during calendar year
2023, you must file:

e A notice of loss within 30 calendar days after the loss is apparent (15 days for honeybee
losses)

e An application for payment by Jan. 30, 2024

Keeping Livestock Inventory Records

Livestock inventory records are necessary in the event of a natural disaster, so remember to keep
them updated.

When disasters strike, the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) can help you if you've suffered
excessive livestock death losses and grazing or feed losses due to eligible natural disasters.

To participate in livestock disaster assistance programs, you'll be required to provide verifiable
documentation of death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must submit a
notice of loss to your local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss of livestock is
apparent. For grazing or feed losses, you must submit a notice of loss to your local FSA office
within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent and should maintain documentation and
receipts.

You should record all pertinent information regarding livestock inventory records including:

e Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock
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e Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts.

For more information on documentation requirements, please visit fsa.usda.gov.

FSA is Accepting CRP Continuous Enrollment Offers

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting offers for specific conservation practices under the
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Continuous Signup.

In exchange for a yearly rental payment, farmers enrolled in the program agree to remove
environmentally sensitive land from agricultural production and to plant species that will improve
environmental health and quality. The program’s long-term goal is to re-establish valuable land
cover to improve water quality, prevent soil erosion, and reduce loss of wildlife habitat. Contracts
for land enrolled in CRP are 10-15 years in length.

Under continuous CRP signup, environmentally sensitive land devoted to certain conservation
practices can be enrolled in CRP at any time. Offers for continuous enrollment are not subject to
competitive bidding during specific periods. Instead they are automatically accepted provided the
land and producer meet certain eligibility requirements and the enrollment levels do not exceed
the statutory cap.

For more information, including a list of acceptable practices, please visit fsa.usda.gov/crp.

USDA Reminds South Carolina Producers to File
Crop Acreage Reports

Agricultural producers in South Carolina who have not yet completed their crop acreage reports
after planting should make an appointment with their U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm
Service Agency (FSA) service center before the applicable deadline.

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended uses. Filing an
accurate and timely acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage and
prevented planted acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits.

How to File a Report

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county. Contact your local FSA office for a list of
acreage reporting deadlines by crop.

To file a crop acreage report, producers need to provide:

e Crop and crop type or variety.

e Intended use of the crop.

e Number of acres of the crop.

o Map with approximate boundaries for the crop.
e Planting date(s).

e Planting pattern, when applicable.

e Producer shares.

e Irrigation practice(s).
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e Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable.
e Other information as required.

Acreage Reporting Details

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:

e If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be
reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

e If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring the
lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.

e If crops are covered by the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program, acreage
reports should be submitted by the applicable state, county, or crop-specific reporting
deadline or 15 calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster,
were unable to because of a natural disaster.

Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15
calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and USDA'’s Risk Management
Agency.

FSA offers continuous certification for perennial forage. This means after perennial forage is
reported once and the producer elects continuous certification, the certification remains in effect
until a change is made. Check with FSA at the local USDA Service Center for more information on
continuous certification.

New Option to View, Print and Label Maps on Farmers.gov

Producers with an eAuth account linked to their USDA customer record can now access their FSA
farm records, maps and common land units by logging into farmers.gov. A new feature will allow
producers to export field boundaries as shapefiles and import and view other shapefiles, such as
precision agriculture boundaries. This will allow producers to view, print and label their own maps
for acreage reporting purposes.

Producers who have authority to act on behalf of another customer as a grantee via form FSA-211
Power of Attorney, Business Partner Signature Authority, along with other signature types, or as a
member of a business can now access information in the farmers.gov portal.

Producers can learn how to use the farmers.gov Farm Records Mapping functionality with this fact
sheet and these video tutorials.

More Information

Producers can make an appointment to report acres by contacting their local USDA Service
Center.
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Avoid Scams Related to USDA Financial Assistance
for Farmers Facing Discrimination

The Inflation Reduction Act provides $2.2 billion in financial assistance for farmers, ranchers, and
forest landowners who experienced discrimination in USDA’s farm lending programs prior to
January 1, 2021.

USDA has become aware of some lawyers and groups spreading misleading information about
this process, pressuring people to sign retainer agreements, and asking people to fill out forms
with private and sensitive information.

Application forms for this program are not yet available and the application filing period has
not started. Before the application process opens, USDA will publish a list of trusted community
organizations located across the country that will provide FREE help completing applications.

Please beware of organizations seeking to file your application for a fee. Filing an application for
the program will be FREE. You will not need a lawyer to file an application for this program. If you
feel the need for legal advice, seek the assistance of a trusted, licensed attorney.

Beware of solicitations by mail, email, or phone calls from individuals claiming to be connected to
USDA. USDA will not solicit you for information.

The most up-to-date information on this program will be posted at www.farmers.gov/22007, a
USDA website. Please check there for any concerns or reach out to your local FSA office. To find
your local office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator.

If you believe there is an organization conducting a scam related to this process, please contact
the USDA Office of the Inspector General (OIG) or any other appropriate authorities. The USDA
OIG hotline can be accessed online at https://usdaoig.oversight.gov/hotline and by phone at (800)
424-9121.

Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm
Loans that Fit Their Operation

Farmers and ranchers can use the Farm Loan Discovery Tool on farmers.gov to find information
on USDA farm loans that may best fit their operations.

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance their
operations. From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can help.

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm loan
staff to better understand their needs and challenges.

How the Tool Works

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few
simple questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to borrow.
After submitting their answers, farmers will receive information on farm loans that best fit their
specific needs. The loan application and additional resources also will be provided.

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an
application to receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals,
entities, and youth, as well as information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility
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requirements and a list of required forms and documentation for each type of loan. These guides
can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service center visit with a loan officer.

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking the
“Start” button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan information
that is applicable to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like
Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not
work in Internet Explorer.

About Farmers.gov

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with an
authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process transactions, and
manage accounts.

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect farmers
to information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My Financial
Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history, payments, and
alerts by logging into the website.

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan
features, the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit
farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs that can
help their operation recover from natural disasters.

For more information, please visit farmers.gov.
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