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A Note from State Executive Director Laurie
Funderburk

Greetings, South Carolina Producers!

I | hope that you enjoyed your July 4™ holiday, a hallmark of summer that
brings friends and family together! Summer in South Carolina can also bring
\ ;:;h‘ adverse weather, such as high temperatures and severe storms. FSA

o provides assistance to eligible landowners who may be recovering from the

-l effects of a natural disaster. For more information, please see my recent
- article on preparing for a natural disaster and the disaster programs FSA
offers.

During the months of June and July, FSA received two Secretarial Natural
Disaster Designations to extend emergency credit to producers in 16
counties in South Carolina. These emergency loans can be used to meet various recovery needs,
including the replacement of essential items, such as equipment or livestock, reorganization of a
farming operation, or the refinancing of certain debts. Please visit your county’s local FSA office
to learn more about FSA programs that may assist you.

| would also like to remind producers of the Local Food Purchase Assistance Program (LFPA), a
USDA grant program that offers a new market opportunity for socially disadvantaged producers to
sell their produce while helping underserved populations within their communities. If you are
interested in learning more, the SCDA, in partnership with BG Bonita Global, the Catawba Nation,
and Freshlist (food hubs that buy, aggregate, and sell locally grown products in South Carolina)
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are holding a training session for the LFPA Program in York County on Thursday, July 27,
2023. Register HERE.

The South Carolina New and Beginning Farmer Program (SCNBFP) is now accepting applications
for the 2023-2024 Advanced Level 3 Program. This program is a new certificate program for 2023
and offers a higher level of instruction for those who are still relatively new to farming but are
looking to further their education in key areas of agribusiness and production. The application
deadline is August 13, 2023.

Lastly, | would like to remind producers that the nomination period for FSA County Committee
(COCQ) Elections ends August 1, 2023. If you or a fellow farmer are interested in serving on your
local County Committee, please visit your local FSA office for information on nominations.

Please stay cool and hydrated, and, as always, thank you for all you do for South Carolina
agriculture!

Laurie Slade Funderburk
State Executive Director

Farm Service Agency Now Accepting Nominations
for Farmers and Ranchers to Serve on Local County
Committees

e The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is now accepting

LEAD YOUR FSA

nominations for county committee members for elections that will
occur later this year. Additionally, USDA’s Farm Service Agency
(FSA) is unveiling a new GIS tool to make it easier for producers to
W participate in the nomination and election processes for county

P committee members, who make important decisions on how federal
farm programs are administered locally.

All nomination forms for the 2023 election must be postmarked or received in the local FSA office
by Aug. 1, 2023.

Elections will occur in certain Local Administrative Areas (LAA) for members. LAAs are elective
areas for FSA committees in a single county or multi-county jurisdiction and they may include
LAAs that are focused on an urban or suburban area.

Customers can locate their LAA through a new GIS locator tool available at
fsa.usda.gov/elections.

Agricultural producers may be nominated for candidacy for the county committee if they:

e Participate or cooperate in a USDA program; and
e Reside in the LAA that is up for election this year.

A cooperating producer is someone who has provided information about their farming or ranching
operation to FSA, even if they have not applied or received program benefits. Individuals may
nominate themselves or others and qualifying organizations may also nominate candidates. USDA
encourages minority producers, women and beginning farmers or ranchers to nominate, vote and
hold office.

Nationwide, more than 7,700 dedicated members of the agricultural community serve on FSA
county committees. The committees are made up of three to 11 members who serve three-year
terms. Committee members are vital to how FSA carries out disaster programs, as well as
conservation, commaodity and price support programs, county office employment and other
agricultural issues.
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More Information

Producers should contact their local FSA office today to register and find out how to get involved
in their county’s election, including if their LAA is up for election this year. To be considered, a
producer must be registered and sign an FSA-669A nomination form. Nomination forms and other
information about FSA county committee elections are available at fsa.usda.gov/elections.

Election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters beginning Nov. 6, 2023.

Deadline August 11 to Apply for Organic Dairy
Marketing Assistance

The Organic Dairy Marketing Assistance Program (ODMAP) was

created to assist certified organic dairy producers facing a unique set

.| of challenges in recent years, including higher costs attributed to the
' pandemic and drought conditions across the country.

&% USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is providing financial assistance
for a producer’s projected marketing costs in 2023 based on 2022

- : @l costs. ODMAP provides a one-time cost-share payment, based on

marketlng costs on pounds of organic milk marketed in the 2022 calendar year.

Organic dairy producers should apply by August 11, 2023 at their local USDA Service Center.

Learn more.

USDA Invests $7.4 Million in 25 Urban Agriculture
and Innovative Production Efforts

USDA is investing $7.4 million in 25 selected grants that support
urban agriculture and innovative production. Selected grant
recipients, including community gardens and nonprofit farms, will
increase food production and access in economically distressed
communities, provide job training and education, and allow partners
to develop business plans and zoning proposals.

- These grants build on $40 million in projects funded since 2020 and
are part of USDA'’s broad support for urban agriculture through its Office of Urban Agriculture and
Innovative Production (OUAIP). Funding limits only allowed USDA to select the top scoring 10% of
the applications reviewed. This year, USDA received more than 300 applications, which is twice
last year’s applications.

Learn More.

USDA Announces New Steps to Enhance Organic
Markets and Support Producers

The USDA is taking additional steps as part of its commitment to strengthen the market for
domestically grown organic goods, and to support producers seeking organic certification. These
funding opportunities are part of the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Organic Transition
Initiative, launched in fall 2022, which is a suite of offerings to help existing organic farmers and
those transitioning to organic production and processing.

Consumer demand for organically produced goods surpassed $67 billion in 2022, and multi-year
trends of strong growth in the sector provide market incentives for U.S. farmers across a broad
range of products. However, through public comment and listening sessions USDA has heard that
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producers may be less willing to commit to the three-year transition to organic certification
because of risks related to inadequate organic processing, storage, and handling capacity, cost
barriers due to limited markets for rotational crops, a lack of certainty about market access, and
insufficient supply of certain organic ingredients. The organic livestock and processed product
markets depend heavily on imported agricultural products for feed grains and key ingredients.
These are longstanding market issues that were brought into sharp focus due to the impacts of the
pandemic and international conflicts in critical overseas organic supply regions, resulting in
limitations on certain domestic organic products in the face of rising demand.

Cost Share for Organic Certification

As part of USDA'’s broader effort to support organic producers and in response to stakeholder
feedback, this year the Farm Service Agency increased the cost share amount under the Organic
Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP), which helps organic producers cover organic
certification costs, to the maximum amount allowed by statute.

Specifically, FSA will cover up to 75% of costs associated with organic certification, up to $750 for
crops, wild crops, livestock, processing/handling and state organic program fees (California only).
OCCSP will cover costs incurred from Oct. 1, 2022, through Sept. 30, 2023.

FSA begins accepting applications for OCCSP Monday, May 15. Applications are due Oct. 31,
2023. To apply, producers and handlers should contact the FSA at their local USDA Service
Center. As part of completing the OCCSP application, producers and handlers will need to provide
documentation of their organic certification and eligible expenses. Organic producers and handlers
may also apply for OCCSP through participating state departments of agriculture.

FSA is also accepting applications from state departments of agriculture to administer OCCSP.
FSA will post a synopsis of the funding opportunity on grants.gov and will send more information
to all eligible state departments of agriculture. Additional details can be found on the OCCSP
webpage. More information about these initiatives and more can be found at farmers.gov/organic-
transition-initiative.

USDA Accepts Nearly 2.7 Million Acres in Grassland
CRP Signup, Bringing the Program Closer to Acreage
Cap

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is accepting offers for nearly 2.7 million acres from
agricultural producers and private landowners through this year's Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP) Grassland signup. This program allows producers and landowners to continue grazing and
haying practices while protecting grasslands and further CRP conservation efforts. Grassland
CRP is part of the Biden-Harris administration’s broader effort to address climate change and
conserve natural resources.

Additionally, USDA has accepted more than 1 million acres through the General CRP signup, and
more than 465,800 acres have been submitted through the Continuous CRP signup so far this
year.

Top states include:

e Colorado, 430,899 acres;
e Nebraska, 417,865 acres; and
e South Dakota, 325,443 acres.
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Grassland CRP leverages working lands practices to improve biodiversity and conserve
environmentally sensitive land. To target conservation in key geographies, USDA prioritizes land
within two National Priority Zones: the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem, and the Dust Bowl area.
FSA accepted more than 911,000 acres in these two zones. Land enrolled in these zones will
contribute to broader USDA conservation efforts through Working Lands for Wildlife by conserving
working grasslands and other lands that underpin iconic big game migrations.

Grasslands enrolled in CRP help sequester carbon in vegetation and soil, while enhancing
resilience to drought and wildfire. Meanwhile, producers can still conduct common grazing
practices, such as haying, mowing or harvesting seed from the enrolled land, which supports
agricultural production.

Broadening Reach of Program As part of the Agency’s Justice40 efforts, producers and
landowners who are historically underserved, including beginning farmers, limited-resource
producers, and military veterans, received 20 additional ranking points to enhance their offers.
From more than 6,400 underserved producers, USDA accepted offers of more than 1.8 million
acres, about 74% of those who submitted applications.

Additionally, USDA is working to broaden the scope and reach of Grassland CRP by leveraging
the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) to engage underserved communities.
CREP is a partnership program that enables states, Tribal governments, and non-profit entities to
partner with FSA to implement CRP practices and address high priority conservation and
environmental objectives. Interested entities are encouraged to contact FSA.

More Information

Producers can still make an offer to participate in CRP through the Continuous CRP signup, which
is ongoing, by contacting FSA at their local USDA Service Center.

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. Under the Biden-
Harris administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus on more
resilient local and regional food production, fairer markets for all producers, ensuring access to
safe, healthy and nutritious food in all communities, building new markets and streams of income
for farmers and producers using climate smart food and forestry practices, making historic
investments in infrastructure and clean energy capabilities in rural America, and committing to
equity across the Department by removing systemic barriers and building a workforce more
representative of America. To learn more, visit usda.gov.

Financial Assistance Application Process Opens for
USDA Farm Loan Borrowers Who Have Faced
Discrimination

Today, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced the opening of the financial
assistance application process for eligible farmers, ranchers, and forest landowners who
experienced discrimination in USDA farm lending programs prior to January 2021. Section 22007
of the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) directs USDA to provide this assistance. Since the law’s
passage, USDA has worked diligently to design the program in accordance with significant
stakeholder input.

The program website, 22007apply.gov, is now open. The website includes an English- and
Spanish-language application that applicants can download or submit via an e-filing portal,
information on how to obtain technical assistance in-person or virtually, and additional resources
and details about the program.

Farmers, ranchers, and forest landowners who experienced discrimination by USDA in its farm
loan programs prior to January 1, 2021 and/or are currently debtors with assigned or assumed
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USDA farm loan debt that was the subject of USDA discrimination that occurred prior to January
1, 2021, are eligible for this program.

To apply, borrowers have the option to apply via the e-filing portal at 22007apply.gov or submit
paper-based forms via mail or in-person delivery to the program’s local offices. The application
process will be open from July 7 to October 31, 2023. Under the planned timeline, applications will
be reviewed in November and December, with payments reaching recipients soon thereafter.
Importantly, applicants should know that the application process is not on a first come, first served,
basis. All applications received or postmarked before the October 31 deadline will be considered.

To support producers throughout the application process, USDA is ensuring that organizations
with extensive experience conducting outreach to farm organizations are able to support
individuals who may be eligible for the program. These groups include AgrAbility, Farmer Veteran
Coalition, Farmers’ Legal Action Group, Federation of Southern Cooperatives, Intertribal
Agriculture Council, Land Loss Prevention Program, National Young Farmers Coalition, and Rural
Coalition.

Vendors operating four regional hubs are also providing technical assistance and working closely
with these and other community-based organizations to conduct outreach using digital and
grassroots strategies, to ensure potential applicants are informed about the program and have the
opportunity to apply. These hubs are operating a network of brick-and-mortar program offices and
will conduct extensive outreach about the program. Windsor Group serves farmers in the eastern
regions of the U.S. and Analytic Acquisitions serves the western regions. A national administrator,
Midtown Group, is responsible for program oversight and integrity, and will lead a national call-
center, operate the application website - 22007apply.gov, which is now open — and review and
process applications and payments. All vendors have experience in professional services,
supporting government contracts, and complex program operations.

On March 1, 2023, USDA shared initial details on how the Section 22007 program will

work, including that the Inflation Reduction Act specifies the Secretary of Agriculture is responsible
for providing this assistance through qualified nongovernmental entities, under standards set by
USDA. USDA entered into agreements with vendors and cooperators in May.

In addition to the Discrimination Financial Assistance Program (DFAP) opening today, the Inflation
Reduction Act also created several other programs that are helping USDA rebuild trust, address
systemic issues and improve service to people who may have been underserved by USDA in the
past. Information about USDA'’s equity agenda and progress is available at www.usda.gov/equity.

In standing up this program, USDA has become aware of some lawyers and groups spreading
misleading information about the discrimination assistance process, pressuring people to sign
retainer agreements, and asking people to fill out forms with private and sensitive information. As
of today, the official application process has begun and filling out an application is free.

No attorneys’ fees will be paid to applicants or their counsel by USDA or by any other agency or
department of the United States. The amount of financial assistance will not be increased for
those claimants who are represented by an attorney. Applicants are not required to retain an
attorney. USDA, the national administrator, and the regional hub vendors will neither recommend
that any applicant retain counsel or retain a specific attorney or law firm, nor discourage an
applicant from obtaining counsel or using a specific attorney or law firm. For more information,
read our fact sheet about the program timeline and ways to protect against possible scams.

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. Under the Biden-
Harris Administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus on more
resilient local and regional food production, promoting competition and fairer markets for all
producers, ensuring access to safe, healthy and nutritious food in all communities, building new
markets and streams of income for farmers and producers using climate-smart food and forestry
practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy capabilities in rural
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America, and committing to equity across the Department by removing systemic barriers and
building a workforce more representative of America. To learn more, visit www.usda.gov.

Environmental Review Required Before Project
Implementation

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all potential
environmental impacts for federally funded projects before the project is approved.

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed before
actions are approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs include,
but are not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan
(FSFL) program and farm loans. If project implementation begins before FSA has completed an
environmental review, the request will be denied. Although there are exceptions regarding the
Stafford Act and emergencies, it's important to wait until you receive written approval of your
project proposal before starting any actions.

Applications cannot be approved until FSA has copies of all permits and plans. Contact your local
FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level of environmental review is
required for your program application so that it can be completed timely.

Applying for Farm Storage Facility Loans

The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-
interest financing to help you build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or
used) structures, equipment and storage and handling trucks.

Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley,
minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay,
honey, renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops,
maple sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and
aquaculture (excluding systems that maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water).
Qualified facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible

commodities.

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement, loans between
$50,000 and $100,000 may require additional security, and loans exceeding $100,000 require
additional security.

You do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans are
designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized
businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional
farm products, and underserved producers.

For more information, please visit fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport.
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Weather the Storm: FEMA Mobile App Provides
Weather Alerts and Safety Tips

USDA offers programs to help producers recover from disasters; FEMA can help you prepare
ahead of time.

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has a free mobile app that explains what to
do before, during and after emergencies. The app is available for download for Apple, Android and
Blackberry mobile devices.

Download the app to:

o Receive alerts from the National Weather Service for up to five locations

o Get safety reminders, read tips to survive natural disasters and customize your emergency
checklist

e Locate open shelters and where to talk to FEMA in person (or on the phone)
e Upload and share your disaster photos to help first responders.

For more information about the FEMA app, visit fema.gov/mobile-app. To download the FEMA
app from the Apple Store visit itunes.apple.com/us/app/fema/id4748074867mt=8. To download the
FEMA app on Google Play for Android visit:
play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=gov.fema.mobile.android&hl=en
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