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A Note from State Executive Director Laurie 
Funderburk 

Greetings, South Carolina Producers! 

We welcome warmer weather this month, as Spring has arrived 
in South Carolina! On April 22, we celebrate National Earth 
Day. Earth Day is an opportunity for all of us to raise awareness 
of the importance of protecting our natural resources and 
engaging in conservation practices that will help protect and 
sustain South Carolina’s farmlands for generations to come. 

The U.S Department of Agriculture (USDA) is encouraging dairy 
producers to enroll by April 29, 2024, for 2024 Dairy Margin 
Coverage (DMC), an important safety net program that helps 
offset milk and feed price differences. This year’s DMC signup 
began Feb. 28, 2024, and payments, retroactive to January, 
began in March 2024. 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LnVzZGEuZ292L2VhcnRoZGF5P3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDA0MTcuOTM1MDUxOTEifQ.HtREgSheCs4Og-s-JiSWG3JDxI2mjANyNyeXLOPyVhI/s/1509811496/br/240917129487-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmZzYS51c2RhLmdvdi9wcm9ncmFtcy1hbmQtc2VydmljZXMvZGFpcnktbWFyZ2luLWNvdmVyYWdlLXByb2dyYW0vaW5kZXg_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDQxNy45MzUwNTE5MSJ9.NNhY0r_KlB11JP80qRUxLNf33bOAZcUu5FjThdluQFE/s/1509811496/br/240917129487-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmZzYS51c2RhLmdvdi9wcm9ncmFtcy1hbmQtc2VydmljZXMvZGFpcnktbWFyZ2luLWNvdmVyYWdlLXByb2dyYW0vaW5kZXg_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDQxNy45MzUwNTE5MSJ9.NNhY0r_KlB11JP80qRUxLNf33bOAZcUu5FjThdluQFE/s/1509811496/br/240917129487-l


USDA has expanded the Nursery Value Select (NVS) crop insurance program to all counties 
in all states, which is available in South Carolina for the first time, and is encouraging 
interested nursery producers to learn more about the program through upcoming informational 
workshops. These sessions will be valuable for producers in the newly expanded areas and 
especially for the Nursery Field Grown and Container (FG&C) crop insurance program, which 
ends beginning with the 2026 crop year.  To register for upcoming workshops, please Click 
Here. 

The South Carolina Department of Agriculture will be hosting Local Food Purchase Assistance 
Program (LFPA) workshops across South Carolina during the month of April. LFPA is a 
federal grant program that offers a new market opportunity for socially disadvantaged 
producers to sell their produce while helping underserved populations within their 
communities.  For more information, please visit the SCDA events page. 

USDA recently unveiled a new, online Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) Decision Tool and 
farm loan resources available to agricultural producers and cooperators who help producers 
access USDA disaster assistance, farm loans and other federal farm programs. The new LIP 
tool and the farm loan informational video resources were developed in partnership with 
FarmRaise and USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA). These tools are now available at 
www.farmraise.com/usda-fsa. 

Lastly, are you new to farming? Want to learn how to start a farm? USDA offers dedicated 
help to beginning farmers and ranchers. USDA considers anyone who has operated a farm or 
ranch for less than ten years to be a beginning farmer or rancher. Visit our How to Start a 
Farm: Beginning Farmers and Ranchers webpage! 

Thank you for all you do for South Carolina agriculture! 

Laurie Slade Funderburk  
State Executive Director 

 

USDA Partners with FarmRaise to Offer 
Educational Tools and Resources to Promote 
Financial Access and Equity for Agricultural 
Producers 

The U.S Department of Agriculture (USDA) today unveiled a 
new, online Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) Decision Tool 
and farm loan resources available to agricultural producers and 
cooperators who help producers access USDA disaster 
assistance, farm loans and other federal farm programs. The 
new LIP tool and the farm loan informational video resources 
were developed in partnership with FarmRaise and USDA’s 

Farm Service Agency (FSA). These tools are now available at www.farmraise.com/usda-fsa. 

Current FarmRaise Tools and Resources 

FarmRaise, Inc. has created an online, educational hub -- called Farm Service Agency 101 – 
comprised of videos, and resources that enable cooperators and the agricultural producers 
they serve to learn about and access major FSA programs.  

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vcm1hLnVzZGEuZ292L2VuL05ld3MtUm9vbS9QcmVzcy9QcmVzcy1SZWxlYXNlcy8yMDI0LU5ld3MvVVNEQS1FeHBhbmRzLUluc3VyYW5jZS1PcHRpb24tZm9yLU51cnNlcnktR3Jvd2Vycy10by1BbGwtU3RhdGVzP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDA0MTcuOTM1MDUxOTEifQ.xla7S008o2nOujqUAzTb9eEbuIIjP77VcLBZybEE1aQ/s/1509811496/br/240917129487-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vcm1hLnVzZGEuZ292L2VuL1RvcGljcy9OdXJzZXJ5L051cnNlcnktVmFsdWUtU2VsZWN0P3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDA0MTcuOTM1MDUxOTEifQ.Tedcp4RCoJNj2ANbj4zvujgdejtp0HxIfsDtRircrcI/s/1509811496/br/240917129487-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vcm1hLnVzZGEuZ292L2VuL1RvcGljcy9OdXJzZXJ5L051cnNlcnktVmFsdWUtU2VsZWN0P3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDA0MTcuOTM1MDUxOTEifQ.Tedcp4RCoJNj2ANbj4zvujgdejtp0HxIfsDtRircrcI/s/1509811496/br/240917129487-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vYWdyaWN1bHR1cmUuc2MuZ292L2RpdmlzaW9ucy9leHRlcm5hbC1hZmZhaXJzLWVjb25vbWljLWRldmVsb3BtZW50L2xmcGEvP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDA0MTcuOTM1MDUxOTEifQ.fHqQ8a4PRfXGhihlaIIk9BPs5fw_46FpXg5QRndQZzY/s/1509811496/br/240917129487-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vYWdyaWN1bHR1cmUuc2MuZ292L2RpdmlzaW9ucy9leHRlcm5hbC1hZmZhaXJzLWVjb25vbWljLWRldmVsb3BtZW50L2xmcGEvP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDA0MTcuOTM1MDUxOTEifQ.fHqQ8a4PRfXGhihlaIIk9BPs5fw_46FpXg5QRndQZzY/s/1509811496/br/240917129487-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vYWdyaWN1bHR1cmUuc2MuZ292L2RpdmlzaW9ucy9leHRlcm5hbC1hZmZhaXJzLWVjb25vbWljLWRldmVsb3BtZW50L2xmcGEvbGZwYS1ldmVudHMvP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDA0MTcuOTM1MDUxOTEifQ.0oQJw32VzxcxJX9ie5TKtptxPFzIlChbs0ivCXbNLoU/s/1509811496/br/240917129487-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmZhcm1yYWlzZS5jb20vdXNkYS1mc2E_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDQxNy45MzUwNTE5MSJ9.ziNVsnJY6bf0oJjYj2WgyUGjbT2xbWqrLcL2VzqjNZQ/s/1509811496/br/240917129487-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmZhcm1lcnMuZ292L3lvdXItYnVzaW5lc3MvYmVnaW5uaW5nLWZhcm1lcnM_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDQxNy45MzUwNTE5MSJ9.-z886IzFwm9j8yQt46pibC9meCErhvu4Nu7xMLEmRNI/s/1509811496/br/240917129487-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmZhcm1lcnMuZ292L3lvdXItYnVzaW5lc3MvYmVnaW5uaW5nLWZhcm1lcnM_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDQxNy45MzUwNTE5MSJ9.-z886IzFwm9j8yQt46pibC9meCErhvu4Nu7xMLEmRNI/s/1509811496/br/240917129487-l
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https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmZhcm1yYWlzZS5jb20vdXNkYS1mc2E_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDQxNy45MzUwNTE5MSJ9.iHFOQa-ZmzxywaFm1Swgb57SCwxfgFqZb0bGjw7xBOg/s/1509811496/br/240917129487-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmZhcm1yYWlzZS5jb20vdXNkYS1mc2E_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDQxNy45MzUwNTE5MSJ9.TGOJbDAdGjyh9HUh3JChgtEWYTTzpb1TRboE516llyg/s/1509811496/br/240917129487-l


The newly launched LIP Decision Tool assists livestock producers who suffered losses from 
eligible adverse weather events and other causes of loss as well as cooperators who are 
helping disaster-impacted livestock producers navigate available federal disaster assistance 
programs. The optional decision tool gives producers guidance on what is needed to gather 
and submit required loss documentation, reducing the amount of time needed to complete 
applications and enabling FSA county office staff to deliver much-needed assistance faster. 
Using this tool, however, is not an application for benefits or a determination of eligibility. 

Through use of the LIP tool, livestock producers can provide supporting documentation, 
inventory numbers, and loss numbers to FSA county offices. Doing so, in advance of the initial 
county office visit, will help FSA staff serve customers more effectively and efficiently. 
Producers will also need to complete an application for LIP assistance and, upon request, 
may be asked to provide additional supporting documentation.  

LIP offers payments to livestock producers for livestock deaths in excess of normal mortality 
caused by qualifying adverse weather events. LIP also covers losses due to eligible diseases 
and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the federal government or protected by 
federal law. This includes attacks by wolves and predatory birds. 

In addition to the new LIP Decision Tool, the FarmRaise educational hub offers several, easily 
navigated farm loan programs how-to videos designed to introduce producers to FSA’s many 
farm loan programs options and guide them through the application process. 

More FSA program resources and tools will soon be added to the FarmRaise educational hub. 
Cooperators and agricultural producers are encouraged to visit the FarmRaise educational 
hub often to access all available resources.  

About the Partnership 

USDA cooperators are organizations on the frontlines of access and often are the first point of 
contact connecting farmers to USDA programs. The partnership between FarmRaise, Inc. and 
FSA, through a cooperative agreement, aims to improve producer participation and customer 
experience in USDA programs through education and technical assistance to young, 
beginning, and small-scale to mid-sized producers, producers with disabilities, and veterans.  

By developing a digital educational hub that delivers free, user-friendly, producer and 
cooperator-tested resources USDA and FarmRaise, Inc. will help FSA expedite program 
delivery to agricultural producers. The hub offers how-to videos and visual aids that educate 
producers about FSA programs and prepares them for submitting applications for program 
participation. 

More Information 

For more information about FSA farm and farm loan programs, visit fsa.usda.gov or contact 
your local USDA Service Center - farmers.gov/service-center-locator. To learn more about 
FarmRaise, visit Farmraise.com. 

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. In the Biden-
Harris administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus on 
more resilient local and regional food production, fairer markets for all producers, ensuring 
access to healthy and nutritious food in all communities, building new markets and streams of 
income for farmers and producers using climate smart food and forestry practices, making 
historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy capabilities in rural America, and 
committing to equity across the Department by removing systemic barriers and building a 
workforce more representative of America. To learn more, visit usda.gov. 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmZzYS51c2RhLmdvdi9Bc3NldHMvVVNEQS1GU0EtUHVibGljL3VzZGFmaWxlcy9GYWN0U2hlZXRzLzIwMjIvRlNBX0xJUF9MaXZlc3RvY2tJbWRlbW5pdHlQcm9ncmFtX0ZhY3RzaGVldF8yMDIzLnBkZj91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwNDE3LjkzNTA1MTkxIn0.QvFCNz67Xz_RkPVBchU67jRW2OQjSBwRAX2VSBrs4TQ/s/1509811496/br/240917129487-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmZzYS51c2RhLmdvdi9pbmRleD91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwNDE3LjkzNTA1MTkxIn0.2FtZj-2j-5TP80MCsEjatBk45P1xknm_sr-a5vPmiDo/s/1509811496/br/240917129487-l
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Dairy Producers in South Carolina Reminded to 
Enroll in 2024 Dairy Margin Coverage by April 29   

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is encouraging 
dairy producers to enroll by April 29, 2024, for 2024 Dairy 
Margin Coverage (DMC), an important safety net program 
that helps offset milk and feed price differences. This year’s 
DMC signup began Feb. 28, 2024, and payments, 
retroactive to January, began in March 2024. So far, DMC 
payments triggered in January and February of 2024 at 

margins of $8.48 and $9.44 respectively.     

2024 DMC Coverage and Premium Fees     

FSA revised DMC regulations to extend coverage for calendar year 2024, which is retroactive 
to Jan. 1, 2024, and to provide an adjustment to the production history for dairy operations 
with less than 5 million pounds of production. In previous years, smaller dairy operations could 
establish a supplemental production history and receive Supplemental Dairy Margin 
Coverage.   

For 2024, dairy producers can establish one adjusted base production history through DMC 
for each participating dairy operation to better reflect the operation’s current production.    

For 2024 DMC enrollment, dairy operations that established supplemental production history 
through Supplemental Dairy Margin Coverage for coverage years 2021 through 2023, will 
combine the supplemental production history with established production history for one 
adjusted base production history.      

For dairy operations enrolled in 2023 DMC under a multi-year lock-in contract, lock-in eligibility 
will be extended until Dec. 31, 2024. In addition, dairy operations enrolled in multi-year lock-in 
contracts are eligible for the discounted DMC premium rate during the 2024 coverage year. To 
confirm 2024 DMC lock-in coverage or opt out in favor of an annual contract for 2024, dairy 
operations having lock-in contracts must enroll during the 2024 DMC enrollment period.          

DMC offers different levels of coverage, even an option that is free to producers, minus a 
$100 administrative fee. The administrative fee is waived for dairy producers who are 
considered limited resource, beginning, socially disadvantaged or a military veteran. To 
determine the appropriate level of DMC coverage for a specific dairy operation, producers can 
use the online dairy decision tool.      

Congress passed a 2018 Farm Bill extension requiring these regulatory changes to the 
program. DMC is also authorized through calendar year 2024.   

DMC Payments     

DMC payments are calculated using updated feed and premium hay costs, making the 
program more reflective of actual dairy producer expenses.  These updated feed calculations 
use 100% premium alfalfa hay.      

More Information    

DMC is a voluntary risk management program providing protection to dairy producers when 
the difference between the all-milk price and the average feed price (the margin) falls below a 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vZG1jLmRhaXJ5bWFya2V0cy5vcmcvP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSMvIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDQxNy45MzUwNTE5MSJ9.7XrmS8O8w4v62oKkv8mRXXNwB00X5KDtHyoUL80la4A/s/1509811496/br/240917129487-l


certain dollar amount selected by the producer.  In 2023, DMC payments triggered in 11 
months including two months, June and July, where the margin fell below the catastrophic 
level of $4.00 per hundredweight, a first for DMC or its predecessor Margin Protection 
Program.   

USDA also offers other risk management tools for dairy producers, including the Dairy 
Revenue Protection (DRP) plan that protects against a decline in milk revenue (yield and 
price) and the Livestock Gross Margin (LGM) plan, which provides protection against the loss 
of the market value of milk minus the feed costs. Both DRP and LGM livestock insurance 
policies are offered through the Risk Management Agency. Producers should contact their 
local crop insurance agent for more information.     

For more information on DMC, visit the DMC webpage or contact your local USDA Service 
Center. 

 

Farmers.gov Local Dashboard Now Available for 
Producers in South Carolina 
Farmers in South Carolina can now access county specific farming data and USDA resources 
all in one place via the new farmers.gov local dashboard. Your farmers.gov local dashboard 
includes farming data and USDA resources including USDA news, commodity pricing, 
weather forecasts, historical climate data, past storm events, USDA service center locator and 
additional state resources for South Carolina and your county. The dashboard transforms 
complex data sets into easy-to-read charts and graphs to help you quickly find information that 
matters to you. More information HERE. 

 

USDA Designates 14 South Carolina Counties as 
Primary Natural Disaster Areas 
This Secretarial natural disaster designation allows the United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) to extend much-needed emergency credit to 
producers recovering from natural disasters through emergency loans. Emergency loans can 
be used to meet various recovery needs including the replacement of essential items such as 
equipment or livestock, reorganization of a farming operation, or to refinance certain debts. 
FSA will review the loans based on the extent of losses, security available, and repayment 
ability. 

According to the U.S. Drought Monitor, these counties suffered from a drought intensity value 
during the growing season of 1) D2 Drought-Severe for 8 or more consecutive weeks or 2) D3 
Drought-Extreme or D4 Drought-Exceptional. 

Impacted Area: South Carolina 

Triggering Disaster: Drought (Fast Track) 

Application Deadline: 11/25/2024 
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Primary Counties Eligible: Abbeville, Anderson, Cherokee, Chester, Fairfield, Greenville, 
Laurens, McCormick, Newberry, Oconee, Pickens, Spartanburg, Union, and York. 

Contiguous Counties Also Eligible: 

South Carolina: Edgefield, Greenwood, Kershaw, Lancaster, Lexington, Richland, and 
Saluda. 

More Resources 

On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster Assistance-at-a-Glance fact 
sheet, and Loan Assistance Tool can help you determine program or loan options. To file a 
Notice of Loss or to ask questions about available programs, contact your local USDA Service 
Center. 

 

South Carolina Producers Encouraged to Apply for 
USDA’s Continuous Conservation Reserve 
Program  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is now accepting applications for the Continuous 
Conservation Reserve Program (Continuous CRP). USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
encourages agricultural producers and landowners in South Carolina who are interested in 
conservation opportunities for their land in exchange for yearly rental payments to consider 
the enrollment options available through Continuous CRP, which also includes the 
Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) offered by FSA partners. Additionally, 
producers participating in CRP can now apply to re-enroll, if their contracts will expire this 
year.   

To submit an offer, producers should contact the FSA at their local USDA Service Center by 
July 31, 2024, in order to have an offer effective by Oct. 1, 2024. To ensure enrollment 
acreages do not exceed the statutory cap, FSA will accept offers from producers on a first-
come, first-served basis and will return offers for approval in batches throughout the year.  

Additionally, producers with acres enrolled in Continuous CRP set to expire Sept. 30, 2024, 
can now offer acres for re-enrollment. A producer can both enroll new acres into Continuous 
CRP and re-enroll any acres expiring Sept.30, 2024.   

FSA water quality practices, such as riparian buffers, prairie strips, grassed waterways, and 
wetlands, will receive an additional 20% incentive. Buffer practices have a positive impact on 
water quality. Additionally, the Climate-Smart Practice Incentive launched in 2021 is also 
available in the Continuous signup.     
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USDA Now Accepting Farm Loan Payments Online 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced that most farm loan borrowers will 
soon be able to make payments to their direct loans online through the Pay My Loan feature 
on farmers.gov in early February. Pay My Loan is part of a broader effort by USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) to streamline its processes, especially for producers who may have 
limited time during the planting or harvest seasons to visit a local FSA office; modernize and 
improve customer service; provide additional customer self-service tools; and expand credit 
access to assist more producers.  

On average, local USDA Service Centers process more than 225,000 farm loan payments 
each year. Pay My Loan gives most borrowers an online repayment option and relieves them 
from needing to call, mail, or visit a Service Center to pay their loan installment. Farm loan 
payments can now be made at the borrower’s convenience, on their schedule and outside of 
FSA office hours.  

Pay My Loan also provides time savings for FSA’s farm loan employees by minimizing manual 
payment processing activities. This new service for producers means that farm loan 
employees will have more time to focus on reviewing and processing new loans or servicing 
requests. 

The Pay My Loan feature can be accessed at farmers.gov/loans. To use the payment feature, 
producers must establish a USDA customer account and a USDA Level 2 eAuthentication 
(“eAuth”) account or a Login.gov account. This initial release only allows individuals with loans 
to make online payments. For now, borrowers with jointly payable checks will need to continue 
to make loan payments through their local office. 

FSA has a significant initiative underway to streamline and automate the Farm Loan Program 
customer-facing business process. For the over 26,000 producers who submit a direct loan 
application annually, FSA has made various improvements including:  

• The Online Loan Application, an interactive, guided application that is paperless and 
provides helpful features including an electronic signature option, the ability to attach 
supporting documents such as tax returns, complete a balance sheet, and build a farm 
operating plan. 

• The Loan Assistance Tool that provides customers with an interactive online, step-by-
step guide to identifying the direct loan products that may be a fit for their business 
needs and to understanding the application process.  

• A simplified direct loan paper application, which reduced loan applications by more 
than half, from 29 pages to 13 pages.  

 

USDA Hosts Informational Workshops on Newly 
Expanded Nursery Insurance Option 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has expanded its Nursery Value Select (NVS) 
crop insurance program to all counties in all states, and the USDA Risk Management Agency 
(RMA) is encouraging interested nursery producers to learn more about the program through 
upcoming informational workshops. These sessions will be valuable for producers in the newly 
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expanded areas and especially for the Nursery Field Grown and Container (FG&C) crop 
insurance program, which ends beginning with the 2026 crop year. 

Nursery Value Select is a pilot program that enables nursery producers to select the dollar 
amount of coverage that best fits their risk management needs. Its expansion is part of RMA’s 
efforts to provide insurance options for a broader group of producers, including specialty crop 
producers. 

There are three Nursery Value Select workshops - two on April 18, one on July 18. See more 
details here. 

RMA has administered the Nursery FG&C crop insurance program for nearly 30 years. 
However, the program relies on a partnership between RMA and a private contractor to 
update and maintain the Eligible Plant List and Plant Price Schedule and associated software 
packages. The private contractor will be closing after providing all necessary contractual 
obligations for the 2025 crop year. Without access to the price schedule and associated 
software, the Nursery FG&C program will no longer be available to nursery producers 
beginning with the 2026 crop year. 

Nursery Value Select will be able to offer comparable but improved risk management options 
for those who currently have coverage with the Nursery FG&C program, making RMA’s 
informational workshops a valuable opportunity to learn more about Nursery Value Select and 
any required transitions. 

Prior to the expansion, Nursery Value Select was only available in select counties in Alabama, 
Colorado, Florida, Michigan, New Jersey, Oregon, Tennessee, Texas and Washington. 
Beginning with the 2025 crop year, Nursery Value Select will be available in all counties in 
all states. The sales closing date for the 2025 crop year is May 1, 2024, or Sept. 1, 2024, as 
provided in the actuarial documents. 

Nursery Value Select was first available in the 2021 crop year, and producers insured more 
than $460 million in liabilities in crop year 2023. 

More Information 

Crop insurance is sold and delivered solely through private crop insurance agents. A list of 
crop insurance agents is available at all USDA Service Centers and online at the RMA Agent 
Locator. 

Producers can learn more about crop insurance and the modern farm safety net 
at rma.usda.gov or by contacting their RMA Regional Office. 
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Environmental Review Required Before Project 
Implementation  
The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all 
potential environmental impacts for federally funded projects before the project is approved. 

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed 
before actions are approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs 
include, but are not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage 
Facility Loan (FSFL) program and farm loans. If project implementation begins before FSA 
has completed an environmental review, the request will be denied. Although there are 
exceptions regarding the Stafford Act and emergencies, it’s important to wait until you receive 
written approval of your project proposal before starting any actions. 

Applications cannot be approved until FSA has copies of all permits and plans. Contact your 
local FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level of environmental 
review is required for your program application so that it can be completed timely. 
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