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A Note from State Executive Director Laurie
Funderburk

" Greetings, South Carolina Producers!

The mix of rainy and sunny weather continues to warm up in May, with
summer right around the corner. As we honor and celebrate our
mothers and the women who have supported us during this month, |

= would like to thank all of the women farmers who play a vital role in

&, South Carolina agriculture. We appreciate all you do to strengthen our
3 agriculture community through farming and ranching, ag-related
businesses, and championing our South Carolina agricultural economy!

The month of May also brings important updates from the United States
8 Department of Agriculture (USDA). USDA announced approximately
$22.3 million available to community-based and nonprofit organizations,
| institutions of higher education and tribal entities that help historically
underserved and veteran farmers and ranchers own and operate
successful farms. Funding is made through USDA’s Outreach and Assistance for Socially
Disadvantaged Farmers and Ranchers and Veteran Farmers and Ranchers Program, also known as
the 2501 Program. Applications must be submitted through Grants.gov and received by July 5, 2024.
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FSA is now accepting applications for the Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP), which
will cover up to 75% of organic certification costs at a maximum of $750 per certification category.
Organic producers and handlers should apply for OCCSP by Oct. 31, 2024, for eligible expenses
incurred from Oct. 1, 2023, to Sept. 30, 2024.

| would like to remind agricultural producers that Farm Loan Programs can be used to support a
variety of climate-smart agriculture practices, which build on many practices that farmers and
ranchers already use, like cover cropping, nutrient management and conservation tillage. Visit the
Climate-Smart Agriculture and Forestry webpage on farmers.gov to learn more and see detailed
examples of how an FSA farm loan can support climate-smart agriculture practices.

Congratulations to both Horry and Orangeburg Counties on being award recipients of the 2024
Community Wildfire Defense Grant. Through this grant, both counties will receive $25,000 in funding
to develop community wildfire protection plans and remove overgrown vegetation that can fuel fires
that threaten lives, livelihoods, and resources. This grant program is administered through the USDA
Forest Service.

Lastly, FSA is establishing a new urban county committee (COC) in Columbia, S.C., joining 26 other
cities across the country with a committee focused on delivery of USDA-Farm Service Agency (FSA)
programs to urban producers. County committee members make important decisions on how federal
farm programs are administered locally, and this new urban county committee in Columbia is part of
USDA'’s broad support for urban and innovative agriculture. FSA will host two (2) informational
meetings on May 21, 2024, and May 23, 2024, for producers to learn more about the urban county
committee for Columbia.

Again, thank you for all you do for South Carolina agriculture!

Laurie Slade Funderburk
State Executive Director

USDA Reminds Producers of Climate-Smart
Opportunities Using Farm Loan Programs

oo The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Farm Service Agency (FSA)
o ! reminds agricultural producers that Farm Loan Programs can be used
and Farm Loan | to support a variety of climate-smart agriculture practices, which build
Frogeaiia ¥ on many practices that farmers and ranchers already use, like cover
| cropping, nutrient management and conservation tillage.

S e R S P Climate-smart agricultural practices generate significant environmental
benefits by capturing and sequestering carbon, improving water management, restoring soil health
and more. Farm loan funding complements other tools to help producers adopt climate-smart
practices, such as FSA’s Conservation Reserve Program, crop insurance options that support
conservation, and conservation programs offered by USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation

Service (NRCS).

FSA offers multiple types of loans to help farmers and ranchers start, expand or maintain a family
agricultural operation. These loans can provide the capital needed to invest in climate-smart practices
and equipment including the establishment of rotational grazing systems, precision agriculture
equipment or machinery for conversion to no-till residue management. Additionally, for programs like
Conservation Reserve Program and NRCS conservation programs where USDA and the producer
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share the implementation cost, a farm loan could be used for the producer’s share, if consistent with
the authorized loan purpose.

Some additional ways farm loans can be leveraged to invest in climate-smart agriculture practices or
equipment include:

e Precision Agriculture Equipment - Eligible producers could use a Term Operating Loan to
purchase equipment like GPS globes, monitors, or strip till fertilizer equipment.

e Cover Crops - Eligible producers could use an Annual Operating Loan for seed costs.

e No/Reduced Till - Eligible producers could use a Term Operating Loan to purchase
equipment.

e Livestock Facility Air Scrubber or Waste Treatment - Eligible producers could use a Farm
Ownership Loan for capital improvements to livestock facilities.

e Cross Fencing - Eligible producers could use an Annual or Term Operating Loan to purchase
fencing and installation equipment.

Visit the Climate-Smart Agriculture and Forestry webpage on farmers.gov to learn more and see
detailed examples of how an FSA farm loan can support climate-smart agriculture practices.

USDA Seeks Members for Federal Advisory Committee
for Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production

. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is seeking nominations for
~ four positions on the Federal Advisory Committee for Urban Agriculture
and Innovative Production. USDA will accept nominations from May 7,
2024, to July 7, 2024. The 12-member Committee, which first convened
in March 2022, is part of USDA'’s efforts to increase support for urban
¢ agriculture and innovative production. Members of the Committee
provide input on policy development and help identify barriers to urban
agriculture as USDA works to promote urban farming and the economic opportunities it provides in
cities across the country.

Members of the Committee include representative from urban and innovative agricultural production,
higher education or extension programs, non-profits, business and economic development, supply
chain, and financing. Last year, Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack appointed four new members to
the Committee to replace members whose terms expired. The Committee’s last public meeting was
held in April 2024.

Nominations

USDA is seeking nominations for individuals representing a broad spectrum of expertise. Four
positions are open for nominations including:

e One individual who is an agricultural producer or farmer using innovative technology.
e One individual representing an institution of higher education or extension program.

e One individual with supply chain experience, which may include a food aggregator, wholesale
food distributor, food hub, or an individual who has direct-to-consumer market experience.
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¢ One individual representing related experience in urban, indoor and other emerging
agriculture production practices.

Individuals who wish to be considered for membership must submit a nomination package including
the following:

e A completed background disclosure form (Form AD-755) signed by the nominee.

e A brief summary explaining the nominee’s interest in one or more open vacancies including
any unique qualifications that address the membership composition and criteria described
above.

e A resume providing the nominee's background, experience, and educational qualifications.

e Recent publications by the nominee relative to extending support for urban agriculture or
innovative production (optional).

e Letter(s) of endorsement (optional).

Nomination packages must be submitted by email to
UrbanAgricultureFederalAdvisoryCommittee@usda.gov or postmarked by July 7, 2024. If sending by
mail, packages should be addressed to USDA NRCS, Attn: Brian Guse, 1400 Independence Avenue
SW, Room 4083, Washington, DC 20250. Any interested person or organization may nominate
qualified individuals for membership, including self-nominations. For special accommodations, contact
Markus Holliday at UrbanAgricultureFederalAdvisoryCommittee@usda.gov.

Additional details are available in the Federal Register notice.

More Information

The Office of Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production was established through the 2018 Farm
Bill. It is led by NRCS and works in partnership with numerous USDA agencies that support urban

agriculture and innovative production. The Committee is part of a broad USDA investment in urban
agriculture and innovative production. Other efforts include:

e Investing $9.1 million for Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production competitive grants in
fiscal year 2023.

e Administering the People’s Garden Initiative, which celebrates collaborative gardens across
the country and worldwide that benefit their communities by growing fresh, healthy food and
supporting resilient, local food systems using sustainable practices and providing greenspace.

e Investing approximately $11.5 million in cooperative agreements that develop and test
strategies for planning and implementing municipal compost plans and food waste reduction
plans in fiscal year 2023.

e Investing $40 million, made possible by President Biden’s American Rescue Plan, into
partnerships with community-based organizations to that will conduct outreach, education and
technical assistance to support urban producers.

e Investing in risk management education to broaden reach of crop insurance among urban and
innovative producers.

e Organizing 27 FSA urban county committees to make important decisions about how FSA
farm programs are administered locally. Urban farmers who participate in USDA programs in
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the areas selected are encouraged to participate by nominating and voting for county
committee members.

e Establishing 17 new Urban Service Centers staffed by FSA and NRCS employees where
urban producers can access farm loan, conservation, disaster assistance and risk
management programs.

e Partnering with the Vermont Law and Graduate School Center for Agriculture and Food
Systems to develop resources that help growers understand and work through local policies.

Learn more at www.usda.gov/urban. For additional resources available to producers, download
the Urban Agriculture at a Glance brochure or visit www.farmers.gov/urban.

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. Under the Biden-Harris
administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus on more resilient
local and regional food production, fairer markets for all producers, ensuring access to safe, healthy,
and nutritious food in all communities, building new markets and streams of income for farmers and
producers using climate smart food and forestry practices, making historic investments in
infrastructure and clean energy capabilities throughout America, and committing to equity across the
Department by removing systemic barriers and building a workforce more representative of America.
To learn more, visit usda.gov.

USDA Now Accepting Applications for Available Funds
to Help Cover Organic Certification Costs

Through the Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP), USDA'’s Farm Service Agency
(FSA) will cover up to 75% of organic certification costs at a maximum of $750 per certification
category. FSA is now accepting applications, and organic producers and handlers should apply for
OCCSP by the Oct. 31, 2024, deadline for eligible expenses incurred from Oct. 1, 2023, to Sept. 30,
2024. FSA will issue payments as applications are received and approved.

OCCSP was part of a broader organic announcement made by Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack on
May 15, 2024, which also included the Organic Market Development Grant program and Organic
Transition Initiative.

Eligible Applicants, Expenses and Categories

OCCSP provides cost-share assistance to producers and handlers of organic agricultural
commodities for expenses incurred obtaining or maintaining organic certification under USDA’s
National Organic Program. Eligible OCCSP applicants include any certified organic producers or
handlers who have paid organic certification fees to a USDA-accredited certifying agent.

Cost share assistance covers expenses including application fees, inspection costs, fees related to
equivalency agreement and arrangement requirements, inspector travel expenses, user fees, sales
assessments and postage. OCCSP pays a maximum of $750 per certification category for crops, wild
crops, livestock, processing/handling, and state organic program fees (California only).

How to Apply

To apply, producers and handlers should contact FSA at their local USDA Service Center and be
prepared to provide documentation of organic certification and eligible expenses. OCCSP applications
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can also be submitted through participating state departments of agriculture. For more information,
visit the OCCSP webpage.

Opportunity for State Departments of Agriculture
FSA is also accepting applications from state departments of agriculture to administer OCCSP. FSA

posted a funding opportunity summary on grants.gov and will electronically mail the Notice of Funding
Opportunity to all eligible state departments of agriculture. Applications are due July 12, 2024.

If a state department of agriculture chooses to participate in OCCSP, both the state department of
agriculture and FSA county offices in that state will accept OCCSP applications and make payments
to eligible certified operations. Producers or handlers can receive OCCSP assistance from either FSA
or the participating state department of agriculture but not both.

More Information
USDA offers other assistance for organic producers, including the Organic Transition Initiative (OTI),

which includes direct farmer assistance for organic production and processing and conservation. For
more information on organic agriculture, visit farmers.gov/organic.

To learn more about FSA programs, producers can contact their local USDA Service Center.
Producers can also prepare maps for acreage reporting as well as manage farm loans and view other
farm records data and customer information by logging into their farmers.gov account. If you don'’t
have an account, sign up today.

Maps for Acreage Reporting Are Available

Maps are now available at FSA County Offices for acreage reporting purposes. If you wish to receive
your maps, please contact your local USDA Service Center. Please see the following acreage
reporting deadlines in South Carolina:

e May 15, 2024: Tomatoes (Planted 3/15-4/30)
e July 15, 2024: All other crops, Perennial Forage, Mixed Forage (SSG)
e July 15, 2024: CRP

o July 31, 2024: Hemp
In order to maintain program eligibility and benefits, you must file timely acreage reports. Failure to file
an acreage report by the crop acreage reporting deadline may cause ineligibility for future program

benefits. FSA will not accept acreage reports provided more than a year after the acreage reporting
deadline.

Producers are encouraged to file their acreage reports as soon as planting is completed.
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Applying for NAP Payments

The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides financial assistance to you for
crops that aren’t eligible for crop insurance to protect against lower yields or crops unable to be
planted due to natural disasters including freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or
hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and qualifying drought (includes native grass for grazing), among
others.

In order to participate, you must obtain NAP coverage for the crop year by the applicable deadline
using form CCC-471 “Application for Coverage” and pay the service fee. Application closing dates
vary by crop. Producers are also required to submit an acceptable crop acreage report. Additionally,
NAP participants must provide:

e The quantity of all harvested production of the crop in which the producer held an interest
during the crop year

e The disposition of the harvested crop, such as whether it is marketable, unmarketable,
salvaged or used differently than intended

e Acceptable crop production records (when requested by FSA)

Producers who fail to report acreage and production information for NAP-covered crops could see
reduced or zero NAP assistance. These reports are used to calculate the approved yield.

If your NAP-covered crops are affected by a natural disaster, notify your FSA office by completing
Part B of form CCC-576 “Notice of Loss and Application for Payment.” This must be completed within
15 calendar days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 days of the
final harvest date. For hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within
72 hours of when a loss becomes apparent.

To receive benefits, you must also complete Parts D, E, F and G of the CCC-576 “Notice of Loss and
Application for Payment” within 60 days of the last day of coverage for the crop year for any NAP
covered crops. The CCC-576 requires acceptable appraisal information. Producers must provide
evidence of production and note whether the crop was marketable, unmarketable, salvaged or used
differently than intended.

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is
not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms,
floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and
industrial crops.

For more information on NAP, please visit fsa.usda.gov/nap.

Applying for Farm Storage Facility Loans

The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest
financing to help you build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or used)
structures, equipment and storage and handling trucks.

Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley, minor
oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey,
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renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple
sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture
(excluding systems that maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified
facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement, loans between
$50,000 and $100,000 may require additional security, and loans exceeding $100,000 require
additional security.

You do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans are
designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized businesses,
new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm products, and
underserved producers.

For more information, please visit fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport.

FSA Offers Loan Servicing Options

There are options for Farm Service Agency (FSA) loan customers during financial stress. If you are a
borrower who is unable to make payments on a loan, contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager to
learn about your options.

South Carolina Producers Encouraged to Apply for
USDA'’s Continuous Conservation Reserve Program

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is now accepting applications for the Continuous
Conservation Reserve Program (Continuous CRP). USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) encourages
agricultural producers and landowners in South Carolina who are interested in conservation
opportunities for their land in exchange for yearly rental payments to consider the enrollment options
available through Continuous CRP, which also includes the Conservation Reserve Enhancement
Program (CREP) offered by FSA partners. Additionally, producers participating in CRP can now apply
to re-enroll, if their contracts will expire this year.

To submit an offer, producers should contact the FSA at their local USDA Service Center by July 31,
2024, in order to have an offer effective by Oct. 1, 2024. To ensure enrollment acreages do not
exceed the statutory cap, FSA will accept offers from producers on a first-come, first-served basis and
will return offers for approval in batches throughout the year.

Additionally, producers with acres enrolled in Continuous CRP set to expire Sept. 30, 2024, can now
offer acres for re-enroliment. A producer can both enroll new acres into Continuous CRP and re-enroll
any acres expiring Sept.30, 2024.

FSA water quality practices, such as riparian buffers, prairie strips, grassed waterways, and wetlands,
will receive an additional 20% incentive. Buffer practices have a positive impact on water quality.
Additionally, the Climate-Smart Practice Incentive launched in 2021 is also available in the
Continuous signup.
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South Carolina Farm Service Agency

1927 Thurmond Mall
Suite 100
Columbia, SC 29201

Phone: 803.806-3820
Website: www.fsa.usda.gov/sc

State Commiittee:

State Executive Director
Laurie Funderburk ; .
laurie.funderburk@usda.gov Anthony Grant, Committee Chair

Administrative Officer Lawrence Weathers

Kenn Jameson

kenn.jameson@usda.gov

Farm Programs Chief
Linda Williams

linda.c.williams@usda.gov

Farm Loan Programs Chief
William Shelley

william.shelley@usda.gov

Mary Frances Koon
J.E.B. Wilson

Warren Dixon
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