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Message from the FSA State Director

Greetings from the South Dakota State FSA Office!

| don’t want to sound like a broken record, but mother nature has not been kind to South
Dakota farm and ranch families this summer. After slamming most of the state with record
snowfall last winter, we are now finding large swaths of the state in dire need of rain.

More than 2/3 of the state is experiencing drought conditions, many parts of it are into the third
year of drought. FSA has various forage programs that can assist producers impacted by
drought conditions.
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The US Drought Monitor map shows the areas in the state affected by the drought. We
understand the drought monitor does not always show a true reflection of the severity of a
drought, because of that, we encourage farmers and ranchers to use the Drought Impact
Toolkit to report the conditions on your farm or ranch.

Lastly, | want to recognize four individuals that have dedicated over 40 years of service to
South Dakota farm and ranch families. Joe Schultz, Lake Andes; Colette Palmer, Martin;
Theresa Hoadley, Huron; and Jim Anderson, Chamberlain. Each of these individuals dedicate
their professional career assisting farmers and ranchers in addition to serving as role models
and mentors to dozens of other FSA staff members.

As always, as your calendar starts to fill up with the summer chore list, | want to call your
attention to some dates to remember. We encourage folks to make an appointment with their
local USDA Service Center to make their visit go without any wait time.

July 14t PARP/ERP Phase 2 deadline to sign up.
July 17t Crop Acreage Reporting due.

Wishing everyone a safe summer!

Steve Dick
State Executive Director
USDA-Farm Service Agency

Message from the NRCS State Conservationist

Our rangelands continue to shift towards less drought tolerant and less productive plant
communities, or other land uses altogether. Much of South Dakota (SD) is currently suffering
from drought. The Inflation Reduction Act of 2022 is providing additional funds over the next
several years for projects involving grassland management and carbon sequestering efforts. If
you manage grasslands, please consider working with your |ocal Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) office to discuss ways to reduce drought impacts and improve
grasslands.

Additionally, consider participating in learning events sponsored by the South Dakota
Grassland Coalition (SDGC) and South Dakota Soil Health Coalition (SDSHC) and other
partners. Visit their websites to learn about the upcoming Young Rancher Management
School, the Grazing School in Wall, a Grazing Management Bus Tour, and other events.

We are currently accepting proposals through June 23 for state-level Conservation Innovation
Grants (CIG) for projects carried out in the state of South Dakota. The CIG Program features
collaboration between NRCS and partners to implement innovative on-the-ground
conservation activities and then evaluate their impact. Follow the link for more details and
contact information.

Additionally, an NRCS agreement with the South Dakota Association of Conservation
Districts (SDACD) produced a booklet packed with tips and photos of practices and principles
homeowners can use to build better soil in their gardens, lawns, and acreages. We want to
provide homeowners with tangible ways they can improve the health and function of our living
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and life-giving soil. Watch for this booklet at your local NRCS office and partners or request
the 20 page ‘Healthy Soil at Home’ by calling 605-352-1200.

Thank you to all SD farmers, ranchers, and landowners who are moving the needle of
conservation in our state.

Tony Sunseri
State Conservationist
USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service

Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) Losses

NAP provides financial assistance to you for crops that aren’t eligible for crop insurance to
protect against lower yields or crops unable to be planted due to natural disasters including
freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and
qualifying drought (includes native grass for grazing), among others.

To receive payment, you had to purchase NAP coverage for 2024 crops and file a notice of
loss the earlier of 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent
or 15 days of the final harvest date. For hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops,
you must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a loss becomes apparent.

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commaodities for which crop
insurance is not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits,
vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng,
honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.

For more information on NAP, contact your local County USDA Service Center or
visit fsa.usda.gov/nap.

USDA Extends Application Deadline for Revenue
Loss Programs to July 14

USDA is extending the deadline for the Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Phase Two and
Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program (PARP) to July 14, 2023, to give producers more
time to apply for assistance. The original deadline was June 2.

Additionally, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is partnering with nine organizations to
provide educational and technical assistance to agricultural producers and provide assistance
in completing an ERP Phase Two application. The extended deadline will give producers more
time to work with these partner organizations and apply for assistance.

Cooperative Agreements for ERP Phase Two Application Assistance Through

cooperative agreements with FSA, the following organizations are providing free assistance to
producers across the United States and territories.

e Alabama State Association of Cooperatives
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e Farmers Legal Action Group, INC.

e Flower Hill Institute

e Intertribal Agriculture Council, Inc
e North South Institute

e Renewing the Countryside Il

e Rural Advancement Foundation International - USA

e Rural Coalition

e Texas Small Farmers and Ranchers CBO

Depending on a producer’s location, these nine partners can provide assistance either by
phone or through online meeting software like Zoom or Microsoft Teams.

There is never a charge for technical assistance provided by FSA employees or cooperative
agreement recipients. These organizations will assist producers with completing the
application and any follow-up future insurance coverage requirements. Producers who receive
ERP payments are statutorily required to purchase crop insurance or Noninsured Crop
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage for the next two available crop years. These
organizations will not collect producer records, complete or sign the application form, or act on
the producer’s behalf in any way throughout this process.

Find more information on FSA cooperative agreements and contact information for the nine
organizations please visit fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/cooperative-
agreements/index.

Eligibility

To be eligible for ERP Phase Two, producers must have suffered a decrease in allowable
gross revenue in 2020 or 2021 due to necessary expenses related to losses of eligible crops
from a qualifying natural disaster event. Assistance will be primarily to producers of crops that
were not covered by Federal Crop Insurance or NAP, since crops covered by Federal Crop
Insurance and NAP were included in the assistance under ERP Phase One.

To be eligible for PARP, an agricultural producer must have been in the business of farming
during at least part of the 2020 calendar year and had a 15% or greater decrease in allowable
gross revenue for the 2020 calendar year, as compared to a baseline year.

FSA offers an online ERP tool and PARP tool that can help producers determine what is
considered allowable gross revenue for each respective program.

Producers should contact their local FSA office to make an appointment to apply for ERP
Phase Two and PARP assistance. Producers should also keep in mind that July 15 is a major
deadline to complete acreage reports for most crops. FSA encourages producers to complete
the ERP Phase Two application, PARP application and acreage reporting during the same
office visit.

More Information For more information, view the ERP Phase Two Fact Sheet, PARP Fact
Sheet, the ERP Phase Two-PARP Comparison Fact Sheet, ERP Phase Two application video
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tutorial, PARP application video tutorial, myth-buster blog or contact your local USDA Service
Center.

USDA Previews Emergency Relief Assistance for
Agricultural Producers Who Incurred Losses Due
to 2022

FSA plans to roll out $3.7 billion in Emergency Relief Program (ERP) and Emergency
Livestock Relief Program (ELRP) assistance to crop and livestock producers who sustained
losses due to a qualifying natural disaster event in calendar year 2022. USDA is sharing early
information to allow producers time to gather documents in advance of program delivery.
Through distribution of remaining funds, USDA is also concluding the 2021 ELRP program by
sending payments in the amount of 20% of the initial ELRP payment to all existing recipients.

On December 29, 2022, President Biden signed into law the Disaster Relief Supplemental
Appropriations Act, 2023 (P.L. 117-328) that provides about $3.7 billion in financial assistance
for agricultural producers impacted by wildfires, droughts, hurricanes, winter storms and other
eligible disasters occurring in calendar year 2022.

Additionally, the Act specifically targets up to about $500 million to livestock producers for
losses incurred due to drought or wildfire in calendar year 2022.

ERP 2022 for Crop Producers
FSA intends to deploy the lessons learned from the development and implementation of ERP
and ELRP for previous years’ losses to ensure expedited assistance for 2022 losses.

Based on positive feedback from producers, stakeholder groups and FSA county office staff,
USDA intends to provide an ERP track for producers who had coverage through Risk
Management Agency’s federal crop insurance or FSA’s Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP). Through a streamlined application process, USDA intends to be in a position
to send pre-filled applications directly to eligible producers in early summer.

For producers who have not been able to avail themselves of risk management coverage or
whose losses were not covered, USDA intends to offer a program track to access ERP
assistance with assistance provided to producers who suffered a decrease in allowable gross
revenue in 2022 due to necessary expenses related to losses of eligible crops from a
qualifying natural disaster event.

Instead of implementing these program tracks as two separate phases on different timelines,
FSA intends to make both tracks available to producers at the same time, noting that the first
track will follow a streamlined process with less paperwork burden, based on existing,
available risk management data. The second ERP track would require that producers provide
FSA with certain information related to revenue.

ELRP 2022 for Livestock Producers and Close Out of ELRP for 2021
For impacted ranchers, USDA intends to leverage FSA’s Livestock Forage Disaster Program
(LFP) data to deliver ELRP assistance for increases in supplemental feed costs in 2022.

To be eligible for an ELRP payment for 2022 losses, livestock producers will need to have
suffered grazing losses from wildfire or in a county rated by the U.S. Drought Monitor as
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having a D2 (severe drought) for eight consecutive weeks or a D3 (extreme drought) or higher
level of drought intensity during the 2022 calendar year and have applied and been approved
for 2022 LFP. Additionally, otherwise eligible producers whose permitted grazing on federally
managed lands was disallowed due to wildfire will also be eligible for ELRP payments if they
applied and were approved for 2022 LFP.

In a continued effort to streamline and simplify the delivery of ELRP benefits, eligible
producers will not be required to apply for payment.

Meanwhile, FSA also intends to provide additional assistance to ranchers for qualifying
livestock losses from drought and wildfire in 2021. More information will be announced in the
coming months.

How Producers Can Prepare
To participate in ERP and ELRP for 2022 losses, both crop and livestock producers should
have or be prepared to have the following forms on file with FSA:

e Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet (as applicable to the program participant);
e Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity;
e Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable); and

e Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation
(WC) Certification.

Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will likely
have these required forms on file. However, those who are uncertain or want to confirm
should contact FSA at their local USDA Service Center.

In addition to the forms listed above, underserved producers are encouraged to register their
status with FSA, using Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning
and Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification, as certain existing permanent and ad-hoc
disaster programs provide increased benefits or reduced fees and premiums.

Producers with eligible crop losses who did not have federal crop insurance or NAP risk
management coverage for 2022 and intend to apply for ERP assistance will need to pull
together revenue information that is readily available from most tax records. FSA encourages
producers to have their tax documents from the past few years and supporting materials ready
including Schedule F (Form 1040) and Profit or Loss from Farming or similar tax documents.
FSA will not require these forms to be submitted with the ERP application, but will require a
certification, similar to Adjusted Gross Income certification that has been used for many years
for Farm Bill programs. Applicants simply report and certify to the information required for the
program.

Crop producers who have federal crop insurance coverage should ensure that information on
file with their insurance agent is accurate and that any pending activities needed to file loss
claims for 2022 losses are addressed as soon as possible. Producers who received ERP
assistance last year or who will receive assistance for 2022 losses are required to purchase
crop insurance or NAP for the next two crop years.

In the coming months, USDA intends to provide additional information on how to apply for
assistance through ERP and ELRP for 2022 losses. Through proactive communications and
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outreach, USDA will keep producers and stakeholders informed as program eligibility,
application and implementation details unfold.

USDA Announces New Steps to Enhance Organic
Markets and Support Producers

The USDA is taking additional steps as part of its commitment to strengthen the market for
domestically grown organic goods, and to support producers seeking organic certification.
These funding opportunities are part of the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Organic
Transition Initiative, launched in fall 2022, which is a suite of offerings to help existing organic
farmers and those transitioning to organic production and processing.

Consumer demand for organically produced goods surpassed $67 billion in 2022, and multi-
year trends of strong growth in the sector provide market incentives for U.S. farmers across a
broad range of products. However, through public comment and listening sessions USDA has
heard that producers may be less willing to commit to the three-year transition to organic
certification because of risks related to inadequate organic processing, storage, and handling
capacity, cost barriers due to limited markets for rotational crops, a lack of certainty about
market access, and insufficient supply of certain organic ingredients. The organic livestock
and processed product markets depend heavily on imported agricultural products for feed
grains and key ingredients. These are longstanding market issues that were brought into
sharp focus due to the impacts of the pandemic and international conflicts in critical overseas
organic supply regions, resulting in limitations on certain domestic organic products in the face
of rising demand.

Cost Share for Organic Certification

As part of USDA’s broader effort to support organic producers and in response to stakeholder
feedback, this year the Farm Service Agency increased the cost share amount under

the Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP), which helps organic producers cover
organic certification costs, to the maximum amount allowed by statute.

Specifically, FSA will cover up to 75% of costs associated with organic certification, up to $750
for crops, wild crops, livestock, processing/handling and state organic program fees (California
only). OCCSP will cover costs incurred from Oct. 1, 2022, through Sept. 30, 2023.

FSA begins accepting applications for OCCSP Monday, May 15. Applications are due Oct. 31,
2023. To apply, producers and handlers should contact the FSA at their local USDA Service
Center. As part of completing the OCCSP application, producers and handlers will need to
provide documentation of their organic certification and eligible expenses. Organic producers
and handlers may also apply for OCCSP through participating state departments of
agriculture.

FSA is also accepting applications from state departments of agriculture to administer
OCCSP. FSA will post a synopsis of the funding opportunity on grants.gov and will send more
information to all eligible state departments of agriculture. Additional details can be found on
the OCCSP webpage. More information about these initiatives and more can be found at
farmers.gov/organic-transition-initiative.

Know your Final Planting Dates
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All producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office for more information on the final
planting date for specific crops. The final planting dates vary by crop, planting period and
county so please contact your local FSA office for a list of county-specific planting deadlines.
The timely planting of a crop, by the final planting date, may prevent loss of program benefits.

USDA Reminds South Dakota Producers to File
Crop Acreage Reports

Agricultural producers in South Dakota who have not yet completed their crop acreage
reports after planting should make an appointment with their U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) service center before the applicable deadline.

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended uses. Filing
an accurate and timely acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage
and prevented planted acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits.

How to File a Report
The following acreage reporting dates are applicable in South Dakota:

July 17, 2023, for 2023 crop year spring-seeded crops, perennial forage, and Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP) acreage.

To file a crop acreage report, producers need to provide:

e Crop and crop type or variety.

e Intended use of the crop.

e Number of acres of the crop.

o Map with approximate boundaries for the crop.

e Planting date(s).

e Planting pattern, when applicable.

¢ Producer shares.

o lIrrigation practice(s).

e Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable.
e Other information as required.

Acreage Reporting Details

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:

e If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must
be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

e If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring
the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.
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e |f crops are covered by the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program, acreage
reports should be submitted by the applicable state, county, or crop-specific reporting
deadline or 15 calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster,
were unable to because of a natural disaster.

Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than
15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and USDA'’s Risk
Management Agency.

FSA offers continuous certification for perennial forage. This means after perennial forage is
reported once and the producer elects continuous certification, the certification remains in
effect until a change is made. Check with FSA at the local USDA Service Center for more
information on continuous certification.

New Option to View, Print and Label Maps on Farmers.gov

Producers with an eAuth account linked to their USDA customer record can now access their
FSA farm records, maps and common land units by logging into farmers.gov. A new feature
will allow producers to export field boundaries as shapefiles and import and view other
shapefiles, such as precision agriculture boundaries. This will allow producers to view, print
and label their own maps for acreage reporting purposes.

Producers who have authority to act on behalf of another customer as a grantee via form
FSA-211 Power of Attorney, Business Partner Signature Authority, along with other signature
types, or as a member of a business can now access information in the farmers.gov portal.

Producers can learn how to use the farmers.gov Farm Records Mapping functionality with
this fact sheet and these video tutorials.

More Information

Producers can make an appointment to report acres by contacting their local USDA Service
Center.

FSA Offers Loan Servicing Options

There are options for Farm Service Agency (FSA) loan customers during financial stress. If
you are a borrower who is unable to make payments on a loan, contact your local FSA Farm
Loan Manager to learn about your options.

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm
Ownership Loans

The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans can help farmers and
ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current operations,
increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future
generations.
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There are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular, down payment and joint
financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for smaller financial
needs up to $50,000.

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA
lends up to 50 percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or
the seller of the property being purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without
an FSA guarantee. The maximum loan amount for a joint financing loan is $600,000, and the
repayment period for the loan is up to 40 years.

The operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot be
used to finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility
requirements. Loan applicants are also required to have participated in the business
operations of a farm or ranch for at least three years out of the 10 years prior to the date the
application is submitted. The applicant must show documentation that their participation in the
business operation of the farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer.

For more information about farm loans, contact your local USDA Service Center or
visit fsa.usda.gov.

USDA Unveils Efforts to Streamline Agricultural
Conservation Easement Program

The USDA is streamlining its Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP) to
ultimately better help agricultural producers and private landowners conserve wetlands,
productive farmlands and at-risk grasslands. USDA'’s Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) is rolling out several improvements to this important program, which has
more than 5 million acres of land enrolled, in response to feedback from producers,
landowners and conservation partners.

Specifically, NRCS is updating its processes around appraisals, land surveys, as well as
certifying eligible entities who help NRCS and producers enroll land into easements. These
changes are for ACEP_Agricultural Land Easements (ALE) as well as_ Wetland Reserve
Easements (WRE).

Key program changes include:

e Appraisals for ALE: The threshold for national review of ALE appraisals is now $3
million, raised from $1 million. NRCS raised the threshold to align program
requirements with increased land values, enabling the agency to better target staff
resources and speed up implementation. Appraisals help ensure cost-effective and
appropriate use of federal funds that are contributed to a conservation partner for their
purchase of the ALE from the farmer or rancher.

e Land Surveys for WRE: NRCS plans to encourage procurement of land surveys
earlier in the acquisition timeline, such as when an application has been tentatively
selected for a WRE. These surveys help with locating land boundaries, which is
needed to purchase and manage the easement. NRCS is also increasing its use of
partnerships to assist with acquiring the land surveys and has simplified the review
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process for producer-acquired land surveys. This will speed up the time it takes
producers and landowners to enroll.

o Certification of Entities for ALE: For ALE, NRCS works with eligible entities, such
as American Indian tribes, state and local governments and non-governmental
organizations, to conserve prime farmland and at-risk grasslands. NRCS is working to
expand the number of entities by launching a certification initiative to proactively notify
potentially eligible entities that they qualify for administrative flexibilities. Certified
entities have greater independence and less oversight in their purchase of easements
funded under ALE. Information for entities on how to get certified is available on

the ALE webpage.

These improvements are the first step in an ongoing effort to streamline ACEP as well as
other NRCS conservation programs to ensure that they are easier and more convenient to
utilize, and it will strengthen implementation of the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA), which
included $1.4 billion in additional funding for ACEP over five years.

ACEP is administered by NRCS and aids landowners and eligible entities with conserving,
restoring, and protecting wetlands, productive agricultural lands, and grasslands at risk to
conversion to non-grassland uses. Healthy wetlands, grasslands and farmlands sequester
carbon and provide many other natural resource benefits.

NRCS accepts producer applications for its conservation programs — including ACEP — year-
round. Producers interested in easements should contact their local Service Center or view
their state application ranking dates.

NRCS Delivering Climate Solutions through the
Inflation Reduction Act

The Inflation Reduction Act of 2022 represents the single largest investment in climate and
clean energy solutions in American history. It provides $19.5 billion from fiscal years 2023 to
2027 for climate smart agriculture through several of the conservation programs that USDA’s
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) implements. Last February, NRCS
announced it was making $850 million of those funds available in fiscal year 2023 for its
oversubscribed conservation programs — the Environmental Quality Incentives Program
(EQIP), Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP), Regional Conservation Partnership
Program (RCPP), and Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP).

NRCS is well on its way to implementing IRA in fiscal year 2023, and we’re planning for 2024
and beyond. In past years, producer demand for conservation assistance through these
programs has outpaced available funding. We're excited that many producers can now benefit
from this additional funding, and we’re preparing for the additional help they will need to
implement these climate change mitigation practices.

Locally, we’re getting funding out to individual producers, and we’re improving and
streamlining programs to make it easier to sign up.

e Sofarin fiscal year (FY) 2023, NRCS is ahead of historical rates in obligating financial
assistance for conservation programs and has obligated more than 19,500 contracts,
compared to an average of just over 12,000 at this same time over the last 4 years.
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e Since announcing the availability of FY 2023 IRA funds in February, we have had over
10,000 applications for IRA in EQIP and CSP—and that number is growing every day.
We’'re currently receiving an average of 29 IRA applications per hour for CSP and
EQIP combined.

Producers need to know that NRCS accepts applications for our conservation programs year-
round. And, no matter when they apply, their application will automatically carry over for
consideration in future funding cycles. We encourage producers to apply now so that they can
take advantage of this opportunity for additional funding over the next few years. To receive
consideration for the current funding cycle in FY23, producers should apply by their state’s
program ranking dates.

We expect to announce funding recommendations for ACEP soon. The national ranking date
for ACEP closed on March 17, 2023, and we received over $174 million in request for the $65
million of available funding. And, as part of the ongoing effort to streamline our conservation
programs, ensure that they are more convenient to utilize, and to help strengthen IRA
implementation, we announced improvements to ACEP on May 9.

We’re getting funding out to partners.

We are also getting funding out to partners through the Regional Conservation Partnership
Program, a partner-driven program that leverages partner resources to advance innovative
projects that address issues such as climate change. On May 19, we announced that
applications were being accepted through August 18, 2023, for RCPP Classic and RCPP
Alternative Funding Arrangements (AFA). Projects selected under this funding opportunity
may be awarded through either Farm Bill 2018 or IRA funding, however applications for RCPP
climate-related projects will receive priority consideration for IRA funding.

These and many other efforts are continuing in 2023 and beyond. NRCS will continue to keep
partners and producers informed about new funding opportunities, recruitment efforts,
partnerships available, and plans for IRA implementation in the years ahead.

Native Plants Provide Abundant Benefits for
Farms, Yards

When it comes to sprucing up the farm or yard, native plants are a great option. These plants
are indigenous to a particular area and provide advantages when used in the right place.
Native plants are typically low maintenance and resistant to pests if planted in a place similar
to their natural surroundings.

Many farmers recognize the benefits of native plants and are incorporating them into working
lands, a practice commonly called “farmscaping.” Farmers incorporate natives into field
borders, hedgerows and buffer strips — all conservation activities that help agricultural
production and the environment. On farms, native trees, shrubs and plants help:

e Reduce the need for pesticides because native plants attract beneficial insects and
birds that eat agricultural pests and also help pollinate

e Protect farmsteads, crops and livestock from wind and dust
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o Keep soil in place, enabling it to become healthier and not wash into and pollute
waterways;

e Provide wildlife habitat

e Increase the beauty of the farm landscape

For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit nrcs.usda.gov.
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